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Topics of the Day.

By Our Londoa Correspondant

THE HORRORS OF THE FRUIT
BTALL.

T would surely eonduce to happiness
in this life if certain scientis'e
were ecriously aitatcked by mome

of the microbes with which
they are for ever threatening the
huntan  race. Two of the latest
scaremongers are Xessrs. Fillasaier

snd Sartory, French gentlemen who are
sxceedingly busy just at present in pre.
senting to the public the dangera of eat-
ing unwashed fruit.

Accerding ta these worthies, the man,
womun or ehild who ventures to buy
oranges, grapes, gooseberries, straw-
‘berries, eit., exposed for sale im shops
or on street barrows is inviting dissaier,

The barrow fruit, of course, is the most
dangerous to tackle; it simply swarma
with maleficent greatures, But there ia
no safety even in buying the finest fruit
from the best cleza of shops. These “ex-
perts” bought strawberries from a bar-
row in Paria at 4 p.m, in & mean street.
They washed them in water, aad by some
means not clearly speeified discovered in
06 of a cubic inch of the washing liquid
no less than 1,850,000 microbes, chiefly
bad omes, Then they washed the fruit
again, this time in sterilised watey, and
~discovered 74,000 mierobes per .08 of a
cubic inch of water; whilst a third bath
produced a further 18,000 per 06 cubic
juch, Almost as bal were the results
oblained frosn gooseberries bought from
jtinerant vendors, no less than 900,000
microbes buing dveinchel from them in
the course of a triple wash. ~

Hetter rvesulta wera obtained from
gooseberriea bought in a high-elass shop,
where two washings only produced =
fotal of 92,000 microbes per .0Di cubic
Snch of water, but some grapea bonght at
2 shop in a street much patrenised by
mator traflie produced most horrible re-
sults in the wazh, :

The first water contained no less than
4,850,000 microbes to the 08 of a cubie
inch, the second 120,000, and the third
27,000—practically 60 million microbes
in each cubic inch of water if they had
beon all washed of at the first time of
aeking! -

And then, after telling us these fearful
things, Mrssrs Fillassier and Sartory
calinly tell us thai they believe that in
the misjority of cases a piece of muslin
thrown over frult or vegetables exposed
for sale woulil ba enough to prevent the
greater part of the micrebes contaminat-
ing the fruit. Tle mmalin that would
prove an effivient barrier to lacteria of
which 60 millicns ran squeeze themselves
into & enbie inch of water, and yet con-
ceal their presence from the naked eye,
i¢ something the housewife may only
dream mbout. )

There is & pood deal more to he said
for the seconl suggestion—namely, that
frait shiguld be washed before it is caten
——Lhough it ia to be feared that 09 people
out of 100 will take their fruit "neat,”
mo to speak, amt chanee the daunger of
awallowing o few thousand microbes with
each mouthiul, - .

DEARER BEET,

Meat s to be dearer all round, and
thers jg no indication that prices will
fall again for some tiwe. This is no
doubt goed news to New Zealund ex-
porlers of frozen meat, but it is & acri-
ong matter for FEnglish housewivea, The
ghortage of supplies of live cattle has
reavhed such o etage that the Natioaal
Federation of Meat Traders has issued
Ahis week an oflivial nutire warning the
publie that nn all-round Tise in retnil
griues has hecome absolutely inevitable.
TlLe proballe inerease will avernge at
Teast 201 @ pound, aecording to o lead-
ing London buteler.

The principal shovtee is in the ship-
ment of meat from Canada ol the Ar-
gontine, the falling ol being due, it i
sunl, to the stringent embargn that haa

been placed on the importation of live
catlle in the interests of the public
heatth,

Engii-h anpplica, tos, taken all round,
Bave teeg very ahort for some consider-
able tinie past; had it wot brem for
mors extensiva rhipments from the
Glates, and more particularly {rom Aus

tralia, prices would bhave rigen some
weeks ago. . .
An analysin of the prices chbiaining

exactly & year ago and to-day shows

aome atartling differences. The priee
quoted is per butchers’ stone of eight
pounds.
co 1009 1810
Beef— s d s d
River ‘Plate. frozen hind-qrs 2 4 310
”» ” » foreqrs 1 8 210
Australian frozen hindqa 2 4 3 8
- -, foreqrs 1 6 210
New Zealand frozen hindqrs 2 4 3 K
w  w . o foregrs 1 8 210
Lamb— . i
Now Zealand oi.vsvuavne 3 4 5 8
Australian .. ’ 2 8 3 8
Argentine ... 2 & & 4

Whilst English meat is not likely to
rise considerably, there is every indica-
tion of an increase in prices. Frozen
mutten is plentiful, and Do advance in
price in this direstion has yet been
made, but with the jncreased demand
for frozen meat, consequent on the riag
of beef, a stiffening of prices may be
expected.

The effect upon the eorsumer of ihe
Tise in whalesale prices varies according
to the locality. Thua in the West End

.rooms far

mediate effect on the departure of Awerl-
cans for this vonuotry. The great jndus
trial perity which prevaile through-
cut Awerica is resulting in & phene
menal rush to Europe, Many Americans
have srrived in London. The Mauretanin
brought more than & thourand pansengers
“At po time simce the Coronation hixe
the prospecia for the American meason
been more encouraging,” said M. Gus-
tave, the manager of the Savoy Hoilel, 1o
an “Expresa” representative. "In m

opinicn the death of King Edward wi

wot affect the American seaaon, tha

to the kindly action ex the Xing. Thus
far our American business has been re-
markable, Although the peason has
only recently opened, we have been full
up, and are turning away ecores of
persona daily, Aoreover, we are beoking
pro#pective visitors right up
to the end of July,” Other West End
hotels told similar stories of not a yoom
to spare and bookings many weeks in

‘advance,

MILLIONAIRE YISITORS.

The presence of Mr, Roosevelt in Eng-
land has served to add a final Iire to the
long list of attractions for American
vieitors.

Among the Ameriean rmillionsires o
multi-millionaires whe ace either here or
on their way to vigit what they deseribe
as “Loundon, the finest sammer resort
in FEurope,” are:—Mr., J. P. Morgam,
financier and art conncissenr (now in
Paris) ; Mr. W, K. Vanderbilt, railway
magnate; Mr., Hayry Payne Whitnew,
banker and financier; Judge Maor, prin.

. WHICH IS WORSE? ’ -

High cont of living

the increase at Smithfiells has eaused
nn fluctuation in, retail prives, as buts
chers in the beat-class districts ravely
vary their prices, whatever the state of
the market. In the poor quarters of
Louden, on the other hand, it is the
butchers who suffer most severely, They
have not been able te increase their
prices, because people would not lay
them, Bulehers in. pror neighbourhoods
have been trading of late ot a heavy
loss, and some have had tu close their
shops altogether. .

The people of the mididle-claza have
50 fur been the most serivusly atfected
They Tave hnd to pay as much as 2d a
pound more for thelr weat within the
Tast two montls, and are now faced with
a probable further advance of 2d o
3. For a wan with a family to pro-
vide for on o small incone this is & very
seriolls problem.

ne efect of the rise in heef haa been
to vompel more people to huy frozen
mutton, so that the New Zealand in-
dustry stamda fo benefit by the situa-
tioa.

LONDON INVADED.

PRONPEROUS AMFRICA SENDS
CROWDS OF VISITORS,

NOT ALL MILLIONAIRES HOWEVYER

The Americnn invasion of London hzas
Begun  in eavnest, amd there is every
proxpect of m record-breaking summer.
The King's forethought in expressing
tue wish that the mnmusements of tha
public should not suffer becauss of tha
denth of King Edward, and the equally
thoughtful arder shortening the perind
of geneval moutning, bave had sn im-

or the cost of high liviag?

cipai American exkibitor at the Interna-
tionnt Horse Show; Mr, Tiheodore N,
Vail, capitalist, president of the Ameri-
can Telegraph and Telephone Company
and of the New York Telephoue Com-
pany. The effect of the great inxdustirial
prosperity which prevails i a country
that enjoys the full benefita of a protec-
tive tariff is not copfined, howewer, to
millivnaires, Thanks to the high wuges
which obtain under protection, thousands
of business men aud wowen ave able {o
afford & holiday in England,

- OTHERS.

“Fully 60 per cent of the Ameriean
wisitors in London af the present time
are pnot multi-millioanires, millionaires,
er even millionaires in the making,” the
nianageress of one of the largest Ameri-
ean residential hotels im Lendon stated.
*'They are merely ordinary hard-werking
professional or Lusiness men and women
whe earn 80 much money in America
that they can afford the expenzo of a
3000-mile journey to London and a five
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weekn'- Moliday quite as readily o tw
average Engimhman afferds & fve daye’
trip to Boulogne, 1t is ene of the moat
populur English misecaceptions of the
day that these people are millionaires,
‘With the majority & sum of not more
than £40 covers the cont of their entire

trip. This £40 is divided much au fol
Jows:— ’
Beeond cabin return tieket ...... .o 817

Three weeks’ hotel in London { wit!
full board and lodging) ....... 19
Ineidentals, ineloding purchase of
elothing and somvenirts ...... e X
Trips to conmiry apd provinces u. -]

Toixl

*“Their itimerary is far from expensive,
It iv also quite wntrue thet Amerieam
visitors spend Aheir money yeekleasly
while in Fngland. The majority show
quite xs keen business ncumem in ohw
taining the most value from their plede
sure as amy other foreign visitors, snd,
indeed, make a shilling go quite as {ar ag
the avevage Loedoner, Another miscon-
vepiiow iz that Americans in England
demand American food at their helels,
They do not.  While away frem home
L ark for a eomplete ehange of food
and cooking, 'The omly two exceptions
are a heavy meat breakfast snd iced
water st all meala’s .

—————
o —

He took kol whisky,
Te cure a Dasty col
His hemne was Pandemoninm
Por weeha and weeks I'm toldy .
He made a_ fewrsome huliabaloo, c e
And smashed tbe furuiture!
But naw. he's well fand sober, tos)
Through Woods* Great Peppermint Cores

Pn “AWd ik

THE
SECRET OF
SUCCESS.

Of what use is WEALTH with-
ont BEALTH o enjoy it ?

There are many well-know.
men to-day with . .

UNTOLD GOLD

whose bhealth will not permit
them ito enjoy a good dinner,
and why? Only becamse in their
early career they neglected to
keep their blood free from im-
paurities, :
HOLLOWAYS PILLS cleanse
and parify the BLOOD, promote
Digestion, amwd quickly remedy
that “ tired feeling” due to a
sluggish hiver.
For Bronchial Troubles, Sores,
Ulcera, Scalds, Burns, &c., keep
HOLLOWAY'S QINTMENT by
vom ; it is mvaluable, gives speedy
rchef, and promotes a healthy
skin, No homse or factory should
be without it.

THE UNIVERSAL
REMEDIES,

HOLLOWAY’S

PILLS & OINTMENT,

Obtainable fram all
Patent Medicie Vendors throughout the world,

A TRIAL WILL CONVISCE Yor,

Suppers

Aulsebrook’s Cocoa

WITH

" Aulsebrook’sBiscuits |

for
Winter.

Refreshing, Wholesome, Appetising
Pure and Ecomomical,

Try ik la-night—but remember ™ Autrebrook’s™ stands i " -
'y ! uhebrook's” stands for the "ideal” of perfection la




