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The Week

NOTICE.

the Editor will ba pleased o re-
ecive for considerstien Shart Storiee
and Descriptive .Articles, T brated
with photos, or zuidestions from com-
tributors.

Eright, terse contributions are wanted
dealing with Dominjon life and gues-
tions,

Ul.ﬂus atamps are send, the Editor
cannot guarantee the return of ansuit-
able MSS. - N

Home Rule for Sectland.
E. ARQUETH has not Bad ex-
actly & rosy time with the
Trish Nationalists, but if we
can judge from ihe fone of
their official organ, the *Crois Tara,™
tie Seotch Home Rule party is likely to
prove far more intraetable than the Irizh
if it ever gnins m representatiom in the
House. There is motiiing very startling
in the demand for a national parliament,
and ws can understand the Scots want-
ing to coin their own bawbees, but these
nationalizts want to have tleir own sove-
reign and their own language, and they
propose to offer the Crown to Primcess
Ludwig of Bavaria, who would be laited
s Queen Mary IIL The naliopal lan-
guage has an uncanny look when printed,
and reads like anm acrostic:—
Fiataidbeachd do'm fhogarrach ’s enam-
han briste do'n eacornch,
Tir pam besnn, nam gleann s nao
gaisgeach
Tir nam gleann, nan Leano, 's nam
breacan
“Duthaich nan cluaran nam fuaran,
Nan enaran, s nam fuar-bheann.”

The word “naom® has & fumiliar sort of
sound about it, but tke rest looks kke
swearing in an unkmown tongue. We
are told that the word “Tory” in derived
from “Taobh-a Righ,” and “Whig” from
“Oo-tuigee.” This expluing & lot that
‘was not very clear before. H in the near
future we have m Scottish Home Rule
party and an Trish party and Unionists
and Liberals amd Labourites and Social-

in Review.

fsts and Freetraders and Protectionists,
amd Litile Epplanders and Imperialists,
with side splits in each, British politics
cught to get a b interesting. The
voice of the people Will be like the voice
of many gramaphepes all emitting o dif-
ferewt seumd,
- = .

The Workers and Arhitration,

The workers say that they have Jost all
faith in the Arbitration Court. Accord-
ing to Mr. Justice Sim, the workers re
gard the Court as a machine for cter-
mally reduweing hours, and eternally in-
er-en.aing wages, and he does not quite see
how this ideal is to be earried out. Mr.
E. J. Carey, tha Serretary of the Wel-
lington C'ooks and Waiters” Uniom, sug-
gesta that it should be done by degrees,
and that if the Court fived & week of 48
hours for men and 42 for women it conld
go on and reduee it to 38 pext time. 1lis
Honor suggested a week of 40 hours be.
fore they went on to 36, so as to make the
siepa to what he called the ultimate gon)
more gradual. Mieanwhile, of eourse, the
weekly wage is to go up till it reaches o
“livimg woge,” and the standard of a liv-
ing wage is to o up till every worker is
snlisfied. Me, &im did not think the
Court counld satisfy all these demands,
and suid that if the workera wanted all
play anl no work, with full rates of pay,

they ought to appeal to the Legislature.

¥n thia there seems rmuch sense, If the
Court reduced the hours by 12 a week
and increases the wages by a like numler
of aliilings at every sitting it would still
Dbe some time before we reached the ulti-
mate goal, whereas Tarliament could
quite easily pasa & law enucting that all
duya dedicated to the sun or moon, or the
old heathen deities, Tiw, Woden, Thor,
Saturn and the faithful apouse of Odin,
ahould be nbserved as close hnlidays, with
full rotea of pay. These holidays would
be in addition to the oncs at present ab-
taining, and if two lholidays fell on Lhe
rame day the worker would naturally be
entitled to double pay. Mr. €arey pays
that the nniona would be plad it hoth the
Conrt ond the Logislature granted them
conceasions, but it seema to us that the
Legislature eould do all that is required
aud do it more exprdilicusly.

FHeligion and Politice.

It i much to be regretted that there
neems to be a growing tendency to lose
sight of the spiritual side of religion and
to make religion the handmaid of poli-
ties. We have had the spectacle of ithe
clergy tlirowing the whole weight of their
public position into the scale in favour
of one or other of ditferent potitical can-
difates, and signing public advertise-
ments calling on their congregations to
eupport or to oppose different sides. To
do thia is to obliterate the great dis-
tinetion betwsen religion and politica.
Religion is eoncerned with the emancipa-
tion of principles, politica, with the devis-
ing of the best and most practicable
means of giving effect to these principlea
It is the duty of the minister to preach
the virtues of temperance, homnesty, and
chastity; bat it is for the politivian o
decide aa to wheiher these virines ean
be best enforced by mmending our pre-
sent laws on licensing, bankruptey and
divorce. People who are equally sincere
in their belief in a principle may differ
sidely in their viewa or tle application
of thia principle. Clhristianity made
slavery impossible by preaching the bro-
therhood of man, but it dit not concern
itself with the passing of laws for the
immediate suppression of slavery. Legis-
Talion that suppresses the entward mani-
testaiion of any vice may only drive that
vice further dowm. The evil spirit that
returns to a house swept and garnisbed
may take unto itsell seven other spirits
more wicked than itself, and the last
slate nmy be worse than the firet,
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The Spherex of Each.

This applies to two questions thaf are
‘broughé prominently forward at clectioa
time—the guestion of no-livense and the
question of the totalisator. A religious
man may believe that the Mest way to
promote temperance is by abolishing all
public houses, ancther man equally re-
liglous mav Lelieve that the suppression
of open snles would lead to worse evils
in the form of sly-grog shops. A man
may feel that there would be less game
Lling were dlere no totalisator, and an.
other may be of opinion that the totali-
sator, if aholished, wonld merrly give
place to forms of pambling that would
he worse because they wonld be subject
to no supervision or control, That is
to say, that while two people may be
at one on the hpporiance of a priuciple
they may differ widely as to ihe Dbest
means of giving effect to this principle.
For this reason, it is necessary that re-
Tigion should confine itself to s own
domain, and not encroach en the domain
of Lhe lagislalor. As a citizem, a clergys
man has & periect right to his own views
on politics and parties, but he loses sighi
of his high caliing when lhe leaves the
word of (lod to serve the iables of
patty, and to openly advacate the capee
of any particular candidate,
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Class Prejudice.

The appral so often made {0 class
prejudice w equally te e deprecaled. A
man is ot necessarfly s rogue because
Tie is rieh, not in he necesaarily virtuous
Lecanse he is ponr. A man may belong
1o what peaple call the upper classes, and
atill retain some modicum of goed-
news, and & man may  belong o
what people eaxll the luwee classes and
StIl retain fuint traces of origiuul sin.

Merely belonging to the working cluse
does not in itaelf confer a monopely of
all the virtues, 1t is not very casy to
understand why i should be considered
an all-intportant qualiication in a YLa-
!.mur cundidate that e shoubd ba engaged
in manual Babour. if we were 2iving to
build & new Huuse of Parlianent, l?\ere
would be sense and reason in eleeting
canpenters, ickinyers, and Plumbers
and many of Gur politicians would doubt-
less do more good if coployed in making
benches instead of silting on them. Bulb
politicians are supposed to work wilh
their heads, and not with their hands,
s_ind it would be as sensible to elect a
judge on the ground that he could make
wigs ms to elect & man to make laws
on the ground that he could make bricks,
We want the best men 1o reprezent us,
and if we can get The best it does not
matter whether they come frum 1he cot-

-tage or the paluce,

o o8

Absconding Hunsbhbands.

Much Blame is made to attach to ah
seonding hushands who leave their wives
and ehildren to be looked afler by the
community, while they tlaenmu]vos‘enjuy
the freedom and joys of bachelorbood in
other lands. Lhat every effort should be
made to prevent men alsconding and te
bring them lback if they ddo nbscond,
everyone will admit; but it {8 not so
ensy tn decide what is best to be done
with them when they are bronght barck.
Life with the wife they have desericd js
nob Tikely to be toe hinppy for vither
party, and to merely bring a man back .
and pot him in gnol does not muterinlly
lielp matters.  Added to this the cost of
extradilion ia often considerable,  Poer-
haps #H woeuld be possible to make the
absconder pay tewards the maintenanes
of hiz wife and family without aclunlly
Lringing him awuy from the pince 14
whiclh e s abzcondmd. An order made
in New Zealuna for the payment of a
cerlain sum weekly could be enfureed in
other lands. and the money  vemiltmi
heep.  Similarly, orders from other lands
could be enforeed in New Zeabane npainst
abseenders whe have faken refuge in our
midat.  The main thing is fa establish
aome cffective means wherehy lmsbamis
#iiall nol be able to shift on 1o others Lhe:
responsibility of maintaining their fami-
Yes, nnd {his could be beat done hy inter-
national ngreements to enforer | orders
made agninst the culprils,
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A Quauint Idea

In tiese days of implicit faitls in the
power of legislalion it Reema mlwurd to
sugpest any remeldy for noeocial wrong
exeept oo lepal remedy, Bt o few old
fashioned peaple have vrged that there
would e fewer absconding hushbands il
ihere were fewer bud wives, They say
that a man will nol wrually desert n god
Twme where be is well booked after, and
that only the worat of men will deliber-
ately nhandan their children unless they
are contpelled to deo so in nrder (o excape
fram  dowestic  dizeomfort.  Many a
worker finds  that Dbe lma wnrried 2
woman whe has no idea nf keeping =
Iwuse, who wasten his earnings, sid ia
careleas for Lin interestn, wha lacks the
molherly inflinet neccrrary for the care
and troining of hin little anes.  Ailer
hieavy dny’s work he seturna ta n menf
that i1 bully cnoked and badly served,
end to o wife whese eonstant namging



