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HE death and obsequies of King
Edward VIIL

to dominate the Tmperisl situ-

Lave wvoniinued

mtion, and ile truce which fullowed
tho accession of King Georpe V. re-
mains  unbroken. There has been
soma talk of enmpromise till the
new King can bring a more ripened - judg-
ment to the Cat la of State, but the
]r.uh-rs on Reither side have a.ml any-
ng which could be construed into over-
4 of peace. Mr. Asquith has resumed
his interrupted heliday in the Middle
sea, and Mr. Balfour has kept hig own
connsela,  The “Time” has supported
the suggestion fnr & compromise, remark-
ing that every right-minded person would
prefer at auny ¢ a pacific selution of
political questions  far less unportant
than a revolutivnary change in am
ancient Constilution, but how much more
so now that the {rown bhad just pasased
from the mest popular and trusted of
all Soverelgna into the hands of a eom-
parilively young anl necessarily inex-
perienced Bueecesser, 1t was impossible
to place (he respensibility upon King
Uecorge's shoulders which King Edward
might have borpe. There were grounds
for hoping Lthat sane counacl: would pre-
vail. ker newrpapers remark a ore
eanciliatory  gpirit on both sides. Mr.
Redmond dees not thiok compromsse pos-
=ible, nor doecs Mr. Keir lardie, the
Labout leader, wha, in a ratler bitter
speccll in Wales, hoped the sugmestion
ihat had Leen mde to indefinitely post-
pane the rezumption of the fight in which
farliameut was engaged would find nel-
Lther sympathy mor support ou either
sl The battle must be fought through
at the earliest possible moment.,

Mr. lardie culered a protest against
the glorifieatinvn of militarism displayed
at t]m Hayal Funeral, ta the exclusion of
tho Civil =ide of r'owrnnmnt. lie ob-
jeeted to the t-nllu‘nm-rm-ut‘ af a hghting
man.

Tha King is.uwd a message to the
proples beyend the seas on Monday, in
the caurze af Which he said that, cadled
wpon to follow in his futher's foolsleps, it
would be his carnest endeavour to up-
hold constitutional government, to safe-
guand in all their fulness the liberties
mjoyed threnghout the Damiunions, and
to maintain, upon the foundation of free-
dom. justicr, and peace, the great heritage
of the united Kritish Fmpire,

Nlr, Bedmond mid his promised
to ¢‘ork on Monday. wiih the anlici
result af sireet fighting bretween

tu

the
Vuited lrish and Al Far Ircland League,
Tweyund a few broken leads no serious
damare wag occaxioned by the riots,

The £46G.0MH) Trquired for Capiain
Benll’s expedition {o Antarctiea las beeu
enlleeledd, and the Terranova sails shartly,
After calling at the Cape aml Australia,
she will ¢ome on to Lyttelton to maka
finad prepatations for the great attempt.

The Wing of Spain‘s life was endanger-
el on iy vetwen Lo Madrid from kKing
Edward's Tuneral. 'a chanee change of
plana =aving kim from the bomb af an
angaasin, whe waa waiting for lim at
the railway s=tatiom, bnt whose bomb
explosled premuaturely, ‘The anarehist, &
Eouth Amcrican, committed suicide upon
arrest.

The Channel was crassed for a seeomd
time by acroplane on Sunday, Connt
Jagues de Lesseps flvingr across in a
Bleriot monaplane in half an hower.

The new Jupanese taril will Te a seri-
oud blow {no Brtish trude. The rates
on many articles have Lees donkled, and
In soveral inslancea trebled, aod a large
majnrily of thowe articles are clielly im.
ported from Britain, The inereasd rates
when enforeed witl eompel many Rritish
firms tra with Japun fe abandon
tieir Lusiness Lheres

More rioling has Laken plaee in Cork.
Muany A wore wreckod and gne man
was kill

o
ng

FOREIGN AFFAIES
Nao hope is entertuined for the lo=b
hosulmiarioe Pluyiose, Al attempts
e have filed.
The recont riols jn Ching are said io
ba dua in part Lo {he lerror of the
Llinese at the appcaranes of the comel

COMMONWEALTH.

In a recent speech, Mr. Fisher said the
Labour pariy had mever doubted the
ability of the Drilish fieet to protect
Australia, but no nation would ever be-
come great which depuied its defencs
to other people. Australiani must vnder-
take the tawk themselves. The keet of
ihe Dreadnought eraniser ia to be laid
next month, and the Faramatts, the first
destroyer of the fleet, will run ber {rials
in & few weeks,

The Commanweallth shipping agentis
Rave decided to increase the freight rates
on frozen meat to five-eighths of & peany
prr 1b from August, The increase will
not affect the New Zealand rates.

The Federal Government proposes to
submidise & cable service for Yress pur-
poses,

Round the White ley,

-JAPANESE B

NE3 AT SHEPITERD'S
BUSH.

w

LONDON, April 22

Several thousands of New Xealanders
will be visiting the Japan-British Exhibi-
tion in the course of this year, so that
a deseription of some of the wondera
which will be on view at the White City
will lbe of interest.

L spent & forencon this week in mak-
ing a tour of the grounds and buildings,
and altheugh the Exlobition is still in
its vnfiniahed state, it iz already possible
to ser that it iz going to be very fine.
I believe it will  he better tham the
Franco-Tiritish, and far ahead of last
vear's show, The Jupancse Government
has taken up this exhibition with charae-
teristic thoroughness, and the money the
Japanese are spencding and the work they
are putting into it are simply astonish-
ing. All the world will flock to see the
Japanese gardens and villagea, while the
Japanese Ari Section will show Esome
privele ancignt aud tnedern maater-
pieccs— pictures whiclh have rarely been
scen even by the Japanese themsclves.

Japan i3 to be illustrated in every
plhase, ancient .and modern, at work and
nk Inla_\', at war and in industry. Her
famous tewples and palaces, her tea-
liouses, her land=capes, are being repro-
duced with marvellous aceuracy of detail.

Then there are the gardens, showing
some of the secrefs and triumphs of Jfa-
panese gardening. Two acres of the
grounl at Eleplerd’s Lush have been
Jaid out by Japancse artist gardeners
rither with fullsized gardens or with
“landscapes in miniature,” in which the
v ar will sre beauty in a form hitherta
campatatively uuknown.

Wonderful naval exlibils, displays of
old armour, Japan as she aAppears in
each of the four season’, whal women
have achieved in art and poetry and
what they have accomplisbed when
stirred by the glow of patrivlism; the
presluction of silk from the cocoun to
the grweeiul folding fabrie, agriculture
i ¢4 of instruetive tableanx, and
mments used by the labourers
that far-away Jand, will all be ou
view,

Lasily, there is a charming Japanesa
Fair with craftzmen at work; a vilaps
of Formosans—the once famous head-
hunfvrs—and anctlier of Lthe original in-
habitants of Jdapan, Ainos, who atil] re-
tain the hubita and enstoms of their pre-
historic ancestors.  There will be Japan-
ese {livatres and places where the ancient
tea—weremony will be performed. In fact,
the essence of Japanese life and sur-
rounilings ia being reproduced in the
beart of Shepherd's Bush,

The New Court is now being renovated
aml deearnted for the eomiug exhibition,
amd should make & good show. Mr. Mar-
risnn, Lthe oftwer in charge, tella me that
their preparntiona are well forward, and
he it expecling a big influx of visitors
fram New Zealand frem May onwards,
¢'anada and Auwstralia are not exhibiting
thin year, ao New Zealand has the “Do-
miniona Lepartment” to itself.

Absit nmnenl On the site where stood
the lordly pleasare dame of Australin
in the Franco-Hritiah Fxhibitionm is now

rising— 41 Japamess villagad
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Monster Balloon which Caused
a Bother,
TRIAL TRIP FROM FRANCE TO LON-

DON POSTPONED BY FRENCH
GOVERNMENT'S EMBARGO.

Immense excitement was caused yos-
terday, mays our Jondon corespondent,
writing on April 15, when it Dbecame
known ikat Franee had held up tha
dirigitle airghip built for the British
Government, and {0 be taken over sub-
ject to her making the fight from Cam-
peigne to London, and fulfilling other
tests, acording to the “Daily Mauil,”
whose telegram is dated Thureday, April
14

Preparations haod beem made for an
allempled #flight from Compiegne lo
Londen, and 8 large garage, costing
£5000, has been privately eomstructed
at Wormwood Serubsg for its reception.

The first announcement of the French
Government’s deeision was made by the
“Temps® this evening (April 14), in the
following passage:—

“It is absolutely untrue a5 has been
amounerd, that the new dirigible bal-
loon, Clement—Bn_vnrd, is destined for
England. The Clement-Bayard belengs
&y contract to the French Government,
‘who will take posseasion of it as soon as
ihe trials are completed.”

M. Clement asked to be allowed to
communicate with the persons who bad
vemmissioned him to build the airship,
bul he was pot released from his pledge
of secrecy, and though he lunched with a
party of jourpalists to-day, Lthey enly
Jearned what had happened when the
“Frmps” came oup

The following deseriplion of the diri-
gible airship, written last year, is of in-
terest. Cables have since informed wus
that the French Government is firm in
refusal to park with Clement DBayard
1., but ihe inverter has another bailt,
and this will be handed over,

By navigating the air ever land and
sea from one capital to anolher, an alz-
ship will clearly demonstirate iis utility,
both for warfare and for peaceful enter-
prise. The feat will econvinre the publie,
and at the same time it wiil salisfy the
experta. XNo belter condition, therefors,
could have been imposed in connecticn
with the optien of purchase of ‘the
Clement-Bayard H, which is scon, let na
hope, to be given & Dritish mame. The
Tarliamentary Aerial Comnitiee were
well advised in requiring thia evidence
of Lhe aimship’s capaeity; and M. Cle-
‘ment, the desipner and maker, is en-
tilled io our admiralion for his aports-
manlike and businesslike acceptance, Un
the completion of the airship, aboat the
end of August, the voyage will be made.

Amd when we bear in mind that the
internalional voyage is noi the cnly con-
dition, but that olher demonstrations are
to be made in England, not one of us can
fuil to be impresaed with the quile obvi-
ous fact that ihe airship ie ai last a
thing evriously to be reckoned with.

Only five yenrs ago there were but a
handful of ‘mad enthusiasts™ who would
bave predicted so speedy a fulfilment of
their droams; and cven wp fo the pre-
sent year ona conrstanily heard the
swarping asserfion that the dirigible bal-
leon can never be of any renl use. Those
wlo were sceplica now belicve. Ilelm-
holtz, wiro tharty-five FOard ago demon-
strated wilh all ihe convincing power
of seivnlific reasoning that no dirigibla
Lalloon wounld ever be capable of pavi-
galing the air in anytbing olher than a
still aimoesphere, woull lo-day bhave te
acknowledge his error, And in recent
years has not Maxim ecompletely “ex-
ploded” the dirigible balloon ibeoryt

In the remote centinzeney that ihe
Clemenl-Rayard 11 should not quite sue-
ceed in all she setas out to do—and even
enthusiasta ndmit the possibility of some
mischance-—she and ber rivala in France
aml Germany are, withou$ question, in
theae wonderful timez we live in, swiilly
creating a new era in Lhe unrlda hig-
tory.

Why this pariieular type of airship?
ik & question which has often heen asked

. during the last few wecks. Why not a
Zeppelin or & Lebanudyt The wnawer is
perfeetly simple. The Zepprlin, deapito
its fine achievemenis, has no more de-
monsiraled the right to be considered
the best type of airship than has the
Lebandy, the Ville d¢ Paria, or the
Clement-Nayand,

The Cteonent-Bayard II is a fish or
torprdo-shaped airchip of the non-rigid
type. By fiali-shnped, or “ichthyoid,” as
pedantic experta love to call it, ja meant
having peinted enda, hut with the lnrgesy
diameter far forward of the ccntra

The reascn for Lhis shape is that 1§
is what is known as “stream-line” form,
Driven formurd throngh the air, it offery
Jeas resistamce tham either true apimdies
shape or sawsrage shape. And it is {ound
that there ia lesn resisianee whea the
Tunird end is driven forward tham whem
ihe sharp end is m front. Therelore, the
blunt eud of ihe aicihip ia Lhe bow,
and the poinited end is the sternm,

The total gascoataining capacily of
this airship is 227,500 cubic feet. 14 in
iherefore about three limes lne size of
the British airchip, twice tle pize of tha
Ville de Paris, naud half the sire of the
Zeppelin, To fill the Clement Bayard 1L
with hydrogen costs not less than £1807
or, if the gas be supplicd in & compressed
state from tubes in which it is keph
Jor reamoms of portability, it would
cosl three times as much. One ipflation
of pas, however, lasta for a loag times
It nmeeds oceasiomal repienishing to make
up for the slow percolation of the gag
through the fabric.

It ia very essentiel that s dirigible
balloon should be kept fally inflated. This
is so obvious thai it does ool call for
lengthy explanatiom here. Directly tha
wind is able to press a dint or hollow
into am airship's gas-contaimcr it will
exert very much grealer power over it.
Jt becomea hopeless to altempt lo driva
the flabby monster in the face of the
wind or even along a cross-wind 1f
soon becomes a3 helpless ag an ordinary
motorless balloon.

Hydrogen is an exiremely volaiile gas,
and wil} filter throngh almost anavihing,
But in the rubber cloth employed im the
Ciement-Bayard 11. there bas been fecund
a fabric sccond only to many folds of
pold-beaters’ gkin, and far less costly.

The Clement-Bayard 11, iz, like most
medern noa-rigid balloens, provided with
an ingeaious <Jevice for kecping the gas<
container taut in varying condiiions of
the atmosphere, and at different alti-
tudes, withont the continnal additiom oF
hydregen gas. 1t is furnizshed with what
is known as = “ballonnet,” The “allon«
net” is a small air-filled balloon inside
and resting on the boiton of the main
envelope. Aa pas is lost, more air iz
pumped into ilie ballonnet, distending ity
and therehy filling vp the space and keep-
ing the outer envelope fully distended.
01i courre, ihis is only possille within
certain limita. The air pumped im is a§
heavy as the surrounding air, and the
mecessary apparates is so much additional
weight to carry. Dot it is this ingemious
ballenned whivh hias made non-rigid and
semi-rigid dirigible mlloons & possibilily,

The envelepe of the Clement-Bayard IL
is made of rubber and cotton cloih, yels
low in colonr. Unlike ordisary balloom
fabrie, ithis has =not te be wvarnisheds
Yetlow, curiously, is the best colour fon
ballopns. It transmits less of the heab
of {he sum than any oiber evlour, and
therefore reduces somewhat the eapan-
sion of the gas.

The length of ihe balloon is 300iL The
rar is nlmpended by ropes distributed
throughout .ihe whole length.

This ear, or deck, differs from alf
others in the manner in which it iz cons
tinued at Lhe rear, curving mearly to tha
poinied end of the pasenvelope. In place
of the first Clement-Bayard's stabiliserg
{which are bulbous protuberances on the
tail, whose purpose is o assist in keeps
Iing atability of flighl), the ntw ship
ja provided with one vertical slabiliser
it the form of a plane projecling down«
wards like a fixed rudder from the point«
ed rear of the gascontainer. This mitis
gates any tendency of the airship to wob-
ble from side to side. This method of
suspending the e¢ar, and even the dis-
position of the weight of the ballonnet,
ull assist im keeping the airship steadys

Detalls of the New Aildrship.

Type, monTigid; eapacity, 227,500
culiic feet; ballonnet, about 35,000 cubid
feet; shape of balloon, fich-shape; length,
300ft; diameter (greatest), sidt; lifte
ing capacity, about G} tons; moloms, two
earh of 220h.p.; propellers (two-bladed),
{wo: lenplh of propellera, 20fi; speed,
35-40 miles per hour; flving capacity
wilh 25 passrngers, 700 miler; working
erew, four; usurl working altitude, up
to GOOOTL; weight of balloon, ¢ar, and
engine, ele, 31 lons: cost, minimum,
E20,000; coxt of inflation and hydrogrn
fne, about £190; length of workiug dﬂ:l,
50{t.

Other Items.

Cost of garage, £5000; dislance from
Taris 10 Lonflon an ithe ¢row fies, 220
milen; wind wanted for voyage, nouthers
Iy compnmlmn of envelope, rubber and
cottom cloth; mechanical innovalion, res
Versing gear; mAnoeuyring Area, Tminie
mum, 300 yards equare,



