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OUR WELLINGTON
LETTER.

May 238¢h,
Wanted—-Trees.

RBOR Day is coming round again
and I hope thut before it ar-
rives, Wellington people . will
hare decided opon some definile

form of giving effect to the purpose for
which the holiday is aet asale. Of all
the New Zealawd eities, Wellington is
the most tare and most forlorn in the
matter of trees. OQur ugly hillnides of
red clay, our glaring unclothed cuttings,
our gladeiess sea-heaches, a'l ¢ry out
for gatments of pgreen. 'There are
greater dificultien to encounter here
than iz other centres, mo doubt; the
alrong aud persistent winda do their best
to prevent trees from establishing them-
#clved, and the hideously smnbre pinus
insirnig dis the only thing ibat seems
to thrive, prolably because of its very
ugliness. But there are many trees and
ehiruba suitable for planting en our
svindy hills and gale-swept shores; some
of the native olearias, for instance,
ought o do well, Long agoe all the hills
round the city and suburbs were clothed
in bush of one sort or another, bat the
fiest setilers took a pleasure, it would
seem, in denuding  them, to the very
mountain-topz, of everything that would
give shelter t¢ man, or bird, or beast.
Now the duly is forced upoa us of re-
clothing our stark and starved-loking
hilla.  Wellinglon’s  monntainous  sur-
roundings are really picturesque: all that
is wanted is & judiwions sprinkling of
foliage. The Lroony and gorse-—noxious
wooids, no doubt, but still weeda of
Drauly—are the only bits of vegetation
that beautify Lhe {ree-denuded heights
of the hueck of the ¢ily; those who would
deny these amble plants a place in the
Tand, &hould loek upon the Tinakori
tange and the Karvoeri Hille in the early
summertime; they would ai least admit
that the moxiows weeds give 2
glorious  splash of  colour to the
Lrown lauudseape. RBut it i3 prob-
ably the sea beaches that are most
in need of vevdure and shade. I-laml
Bay, Uhiro Iwach, Lyell Bay, and the
boldly pictaresque coast line at the cn-
trapee to the harbour, have not a singla
tree amongst Lthem to shade the pienicker
or rclieve Lhe eye. They are grand hils
of ecean beach, but they are litile pur-
gatories on n Warzing sumumer day. llere
in an opportunity for the new Mayor
to do momething for Wellington that
would be of lasling benefit. laet him
inpugnrate & comprehensive scheme of
tree-planting, aml make Arbor 1y
somelhing more tham it iz ay present—
an off-day for Civil eervanta.

Anckland's Government House.

‘A gond many Wellington people sympa-
iise with Auckland in her agitaiion for
the retention of Government House as o
Vice-Begal residence, All I bave spuken
fo on the subject, in fact, lave given it
as their opinivn that Aweklanders should
persist in lheir endeavours tu keep the
listorie Lieuse aud grounds for the pur-
pose whirh they Jutve rerved so many
yeers, Wellingtonians who know Auck-
Tandd are quite prepared o admit that the
Nurthern cily is the pleasanter place of
residence; and future Governors, T have
no doubt, once they are enahled to enm-
pare bolh cities, would like to have the
opportunily of spending a few months of
ilo recess by the shores of the Waite-
mala.  Certainly Wellington's new Gov.
ermanent ITouse, witlh all ils elaborate
fixings, will never possess the beauty of
surroundings that i the dower of Auck-
Luud’a. No doubl the matler will be one
of the first things {0 be disenszed in Tar-
Tianent s gessicn, and I bope {o ace
Auwcklaud's private members keep their
eud up well. Ouly —a worl of advice—
et them drap (e prity argoment of tha
falling-off in {rvadesmen’s business, tha
drapery aml the Dadiey’ reception hata,
aud wimilae puerilities. Thik is & mat-
{or that comeerns Aucklonil’s diguity aml
Jixlorie prestige, mnl deapery aml erpela
anl the Goverminent Housa wmeat bill
shonkl nnt be allowed to enter in, if
Auvcklawders huve any aense of proportion
#inl the fitneas of thinge.

The Loat “Leader™ Fonad,
‘A tla daily telograms huwn informed
yru befora thia, ihe eclelbrated—or, aball
we gy, potorivus 2—piclure “Soulliward

Frem Surrey’s Tleasant Hills” has been
recovered by {lhe police, and is being re-
*lored to the walls of Wellington’s Art
Gallery. It was recovered by the simple,
if teddiows, process of wubching for calliers
at ihe hoyse of Mr. Wardell, president
of the Academy of Fine Arts, to wlom
the thief, or Lis agent, lad, by corre
epondence, prowised to restore it. The
thief asked for £30 and & “square deal”;
e pot a puir of handeufls. The man
arrested wus a ruther well-dresaed fellow
of about thirty, by name, Fraocis Edwin
Tier. e stunds remanded until the sk
of June; by then it is expected the police
will Irave completed their chain and coil
of evidence,  Anyhow, whether Tier is
the real thief or not, Leader's fine picture
has been recovercd undamaged, which is
the principal consideration. Now that the
Art Gallery trisiees have pot it back,
they may as well make arrangements to
more adequalely safeguward it snd their
other art treasures. A third theit of
“Seuthward from Burrey's Pleasant Hilla™”
would be tco, too much, It would ba
less exciling and worrying lo give ik
away, say, to the Salvation Army as first
prize in a big raffle,

The Dominion Scouts.

‘The corps of volunieers known as the
Daminion Scouts has not been in exist-
ence very long, but it has already earned
sane fame of a sort. The Scouts, chiclly
composed of men who have seen service
in Fouth Afriea, have had a good deal
of notoriety in one way and amother,
5o much so that the name of “Dominion
Secuts” provaekes n smile whenever it jg
mentioned in Wellington, Whaé parti-
cularly riles the members of ke corps,
1 believe, is the faet that the public wull
persisy in regarding them as small boys,
confusing them with the other scouts,
the youngsters in short ironsers and bare
knees.  Reeenily the Deience Minister
cashiered one of the subalterns of the
corps, &3 the Tesult of a “serap” in the
Feouts Llraiuing camp. Now the officer-
vommanding, Capt, Dalrymple, has resign-
. Capt. Dalrymple has imiormed hisecorps
ihai the vinme required for preper at-
tention o the affasrs of Lthe company in-
terfered seriously with bis busimess, and
he therefore is regretfnlly compelled to
retire. The memiers of the corps ex-
pressed regrel at the retirement of their
vaptaiz- -whao is a4 smart and experienced
soldier—and gave bhim a vole of thanks
for his =merviecs.

A Sailor Writ:r,

I hear that the ranks of New Zeatand
writers are shortly to have an additioh
from a rather wrexpected quarter—the
mercantile marine, Captain 1L Tlatts,
of the Union Company’s steamer Kini,
engared in the conl trade, has, it is re-
ported, suceeeded in placing a novel, en-
tith«l "Horace Danby,” with a Lundon
publiabings firm. The book s, as one
might expect from a =ailer, a tale of ad-
venture. Captain Plalts has been w
magazine eontributar, but this is his first
novel. Captain Will Brooks, whose sea
kook was published in London recenuly,
was al=0 in Lthe service of the Union Com-
LNy,
! Another nautical writer of these paris
waa Captain Abram, formerly of the
Union Company’s service, and Tor many
years nradter of the Wellington tugboat
Buceo. Captain Abram bad a hock preily
well complete, a sea-story with a good
deal of £he humarous in it, and was en-
deavouring to place it -with a publishing
finn a couple of years ago. Ile was wait-
ing, however, until he had more leizure
1o recast it, and meavwhile Ileath ¢laim-
ol him. The fire, blufl, heariy ohd skip-
per and all hia erew went down with
the Duco somewhere between bere and
the (Tatham Ixlands. e was a kindly,
eheary, old swilor-man, with an endlesa
ftock of pood stories of the ara. I well
Temember the last I saw  of Captain
Abrana. It was the day before he gailed
on his last voyage. Ile was lighting his

. pipe in Ll usual gale of wind that blows

dawn tlree Wellington wharves, 1 asked
Nim about Lis fishing trips to lhe Chat-
Tima, and whether the conditions of life
were net trying in those cold und tem-
pestuous latitwdes.  The old  eipiain
Luighed, and asaured me that he never
feit. bettor han when oat at era in
1hase waters, “Rlowl 0Of enurap, it
DLlows; but Lhe more it blows the heticr
one'a appotite 8. Nolhing much wronpg
wilh & man when he can eat weoll, is
there? And as for fsh—theres nothing
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.like those Chatham Islands’ fish round

in these wuiers.” Captain Abram was a
Mark Tapley of the sea. -

The Ship That Carried Butler.

I wonder il any of “The Graphic™
Teaders recalled a sinister bit of history
when the daily paper cablegrams told this
week of the wreck of the British fonr-
masted bargue Bwanhilds, The Swan-
hikla, & briel message from Butnos
Ayres stated, was lost on Slaten lsland,
at the bleak and frosty tail of Terra Del
Fuego, in the vivinity of Cape Horn.
Fifteen survivors of the crew reached
Buenos Ayres; the Test, including the
captain and his wife, were drowned.
Such was the end of a hig 2000-ton ateel
clipper, whone career was marked by at
least one bit of notoriety thai for a
tinte put her name in everyone’s mouth.
The Bwnnhilda was the vessel on which
the New South Wales murderer Butler
escaped from Newcastle to San Francisco.
It was some Lwelve years ago, as far as
my memory &erves me, He was arrested
on the ship on his arrival at “Frisco, and
was bronght back vie Auckland, in the
R.M.B. Mariposu, and wis in duc courae
hanged in Sydney, Butler's erimes creat-
ed great excitemrent at the Lime. Aucks
laaders may remember Lhe scencs at Lhe
Queen-street wharf when the sieanwer at-
Jived with the murderer on bward in
irons. Rreporters were even sent over
from Bydney lo “do” ihe arrival of the
notorious man, and fo finterview him.
Rutler had shipped as a sailor on ihe
Swanhilda, and worked before the mast
on the voyage to San Franciseo,

Over the Southern Alps.

At last some attention is to be given
by the Government fw that most magni.
ficent of all our natural pleasure grounds,
the heart of lhe Southern Alps. Not
ounly is a new taurist hotel {o be cons
struclted in the Ilooker WValley, mear
where 1he present antiquated Mt.
Cook “Hermitage” stanls, but arrange-
ments are being made to link np the
road systema of the Fast and West
Coasta by & good track across the
snowy backbone of the Islanil, from the
“Hermitage,” over the Copiand, or
Fitzgerald's Pass. Mountain huis are
noew being built on both eides of this
greal pass. 1 bhave sern many fine views
in ihe Southern Alps, but none finer
than those im the vicinity of the Cop-
land, particularly in the upper part of
the 1looker Valley, where an immense
glacier sweepa down  between two
mighty walls from the fluer of shining
Aorangi. Fitrgerall's, or the Copland
Pass—it bears both mnames-- is 88635t
above sea level, and something more
ihan A40KMt. above the “Hermitage”
The saddle itself is perpslually snow-
«lad, but it woutd not require o great
expenditure 1o make a deeent trock om
each side of it. When this link is
epmipleted there will be a very mramd
round irip opened up for travelers and
for New Zealanders who want to see
Bomething of ihe gorgeous scenery of
the Fouthern mowntains, Going up to
Mt. Coek from the Canterbury ride, one

will be able to cross over to the Tong
duke-dotted foreat litieral of the West,
and relurn {o civilisation via Hokitika,
At present this sort of thing in only
for the hardy Alpinisk It b alwe exs
Pensive—a more importanf eonsideras
tion still, )
Girl Scouts. ~

The “ New Zealand T;
'thy, m 28, published t

er, huaded ™ False Allegatio s
Girl Seouts ";— * cgeftons Aguimt

Sir—fome perzons in Wellington hava
stated that they object to girl scouting,
as they have seen girls out peouiimg at
might with boya.

Allow me Lo inform {he poblic mener.
ally, parents and schoolmasters in pac.
ticular, that the “Qirl Peace Seomta™
have never beer pnt scouting with boys,
eithér by day or by night. )

Some girl hoodlums, however, who have
been ealling themaclves seouts, have beenr
behaving in a very unseemly manner, but
they are moihing to do with the girl
scoui movement.

N.B—Girl Peace Scouts go out In
charge of scoutmistresses, never alonc.<
I any ete.,

M. C, SKELLEY,
District Beeretary, (iir] Peace Scouts,
Wellington. .

The Late Mr. Baume's Sent.
Tunder the heading, ™ Jumping inte His
Shoes,” the * Times,” Wellington, of lasy
Friday, said: “ An enterprising northerg
colleagne of the Iate Mr. F. E Baume
has reserved by telegrum the peat i
Parliament formerly occupied by the
member for Auckland Fast. It happensy
te be & comfortable corner position, well

lighted.” -

A “Living Area” of Land.

“You may talk about tlie necossity of
2 living wage, but I tell you that a living
area of land for our seleciors is a ques-
tion that we will have to setile as one of
gresnt  wrgeney,”  said  ihe  Wellington
Lands Commissioner af the meeling of
the Tand Board last weck, Ie added
that the Board must seek to help the
man wilh a small area rather than the
man owning a big property, for it was
the fonuer wWho was most deserviug and
riost in need of assistance, .
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Smaller Police “ Gunzs ? Wanteds

During the hearing of the Powelks
case at Palmerston, Detective Quartera
main, in evidenee, suid that he had bore
rowed the revolver he carried om the
night Sergeant McGnire was killed, be«
cause it was possible to earry it in ths
pocket, The regulation revolverg handed
to gonmtables and detectives were too
large and clumsy to be carried in a
pocket, A regulaiion revolver waa pro=
duced, and the truth of the detective’s
allegations was obvicus.

Qur New Citizen Army. .

This year the New Zenland lerriterial
foreo will not be permitted, except i
special cases, 10 capitate for mors men
than ihe nuuiber laid down im the old
establishmenta.  That is—for ccinpanies,
63; and for squadrous, 84, Specinl aps

accessories to worry you.

in daylight.

PHOTOGRAPHY IS SO SIMPLE?Y 1

FILMS weigh liitte, and enough to last through a long journey .

can be carried In your pockets.
Loading can be done at any time
and place, and I yout was an Eastman’s developing tank every
photographic operation from beginning to end can be performed
Think what a gaving of time, labour and drudgery

There are no cumbersome #

this is.

N o

Kodak means photography, with the bother left outy

Look Tor **Kodak®™ on the zpool end of Aimsa
and sos that * Eastman® Is on your ** Kodak,™
- afse you are gediing imftations.

—
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SOLD EVERYWHERE. WHOLESALE ONLY:
KODAK LTD., 6 MERCER $T.

AUSTRALIAN.
WELLINGTON.



