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Waikato Sic:
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(Special to " The Waekly Graphic."}

P HAMILTON.

Puring the past week the Waikato
wusical and eloculionary competitions
were held at Mamilton, and proved high-
3y successful. The proceedings were for-
mally opened on Monday afternoon by
Mr Greenalade, M.P., aud were continugd
esch alternoon and evening till Thurs
day night. _The prize-winners’ concerd
was to have taken place on Friday, but
had to be postponed owing to the nourn-
ing services for the late King, and will
take place this (Wednesday) evening, in
the Hamilton Public Hall. .

The judges were Mr H, Barry Coney,
dor vocal and imstrumental masie, and
Mr J. F. Montague, for elocution, both
of Auckland; and the decisions in every
ﬁasn appeared to give satisfacifer. 1

ael special opportunities of metting “in.
side” ‘information on this point, and in
nearly every case even tle defeated com-
petitors were satistied with the deei-
e given, an wnususl stake of thigrs
at such competitions. The management
of the eompelitions was beyond praise i

in
every department, and eversthing was
vavofully planned for the comfurt and
couveuinnee of the publiv, the eompeti-
Lors and ihe judues, Every member ot
the exceulive worked with enthusiasn,
but 1o one was puid to work, and this
P hast always prove the most sue-
eesstul, Pabl workers will never zet the
same result as those who work fur the
‘joy ol the thing. The atlendunce of the
publie was very lurge throughout the

whole of the competitions, and the finan.
cial result will be highly satiefactory.
On Wednerday evening, when the Choir
Content took place, the large Town Hall
was crammed, and many had to stand
throughout the whole evening. The ex-
citement ran high in this contest, especis
ally an compeling ehoirs came from
Thumes, Auckland, Combridge and Ham-
ilton, and when the locul choir was des
clared the winners by one point Namiltan
fuirly broke loose. Mr, Riley, the papu-
lar econductor, received an ovation when
he came on later t0 conduct the combined
choirs.  While the competitions proved
interesting awd successful, it must be
Tairly said that the standard atlained in
wearly every instanee was not very high,
il in dhe elocationary section especially
the work was very poor, with the sinpie
exception of Ho K, Gaze, in the umorons
class, who guve an exeeedingly elover
performanee,  However, the vempetitions
disclosed a few young perfonners of ox-
veptinnal promise, amd one Lopex these
will he further envonraged (o persevere
n their siudia

The  enmpetitors  ea spuecind
menlion were: Williau s} amd
Beck (Cambridge), cornel -ua: Gordon
{Thames) and Miss Bosworth { Auck-

Jand). violin solay R, Bell and A. (.,
Rees ¢(Hamilton), Lenor solo, the Talter,

thaoy anly ihird, showing exeeptionnl
Mrs, Bellini (ITamilton} and
Ker \ o Bopree ot and

and  Milner  (Cam-

vight. T funcied he was a little inclined
%0 be stiffer than the pari Tequirdd; ihe
impressjon one guiliered was that he waa
@ rather “beurish” sort of Dbridegroomt
for the pretty little Grisha, Bud he sang
excellently, puriicularly in the third act,
he mong beginning “Yea inoone sudden
woment, L see my heartless action.”

Miss  Rosina  Buckmann  was very
wirnly weleomel back tn Wellington.
Bhe made a very dainty Sweoki, and
Pleased all with her singing and acling.
She lad o good deal of the tragic m thae
third , where SBuzuki grieves leart-
breakingly for her little mistress™s woes,

Mixs Florenee Quinn. as Kale Pinker-
ton, tha American liendenant’s wife, waa
the thinl lady primeipal, She did not
appear il the thinl act, when she cnma
on for a small but neveviheless impurt.
ant  pard.  Aucklanders will be  very
pleasal to hear that Miss Quinn—whe is
an Awckiamd givl-- bids fair to make het
name in her adopled pefession,  She
Bias mow had a gond deat of expericnce in
gpera, and her o« g al acling ace
hoth goud, She makes an atteactive Kate
Pinkerton; aml had the park been a big-
ger ome I have no doubt she would have
acquilted hersell well, for she lms all the
Wukings of a fue operatie artiste. Ming
Quinn has had a very good training in
‘Austruliz since she wus last in Kew Zea-
Jand, and the progress slhe las made was
apprecieble even in the short period she
waa on Just oight.

-

A Query,

Liufening to “Madama Butierily,” and
reading the atory of the opera, ! wender.
& owhether Long il Belasen hacd nol got
their inspiration From Pierre Loti’s novel,
“Madame Chrysaotheme,” The slary in
“Mudwme Chrysaitheme is, you will re-
memnber, that a French naval officer—
i f, mo doubt—contracts
ape” with & little
i girl, and lives with her for a
just auch o duinty summerhouse
shown on the stage in “Madam
Bulterfly.” The marringe broker, the
losta of abanrd Telutions, the Jappy ofli-
¢inla, ure all in Loti'a book, just a8 in
the opera.  With the warriage weene,
fowwver, the rescmblance enda.  In
“Mudama Butterfly” the end in & tragedy,
wherean D'ierre Loli’s murringe emts witd-
ont auy heartbrenk on either aide, Steal.
ing back ta the housae junt befure he mails,
he takes o farewell poep at his littie
“temporaty” wife, fearing to find ler
Wweeping her litlle head off. On the con-
trary, he seea her quite reconciled to hix
drparture, singing away, and tapping the

heap of wilver dollars he has given her
with a little mallet, o muke sure they
were penuinel . Whicl pleasing sequel,
one inupynnes, world be more in nccocd
with the “little Jap-Juppy™  tempera-
ment than the tragic tidelity of Licuten-
it Pinkerton's Cho 4 lw-Sagr,

Prettily Qrnaint.

T the fiest act * Madoma Bulterfly »
i stightly yeminiseent of “The Mk
'The seewe that precedes the narriage is
riather humorous, and the dialogue Dbe-
twern Pinkerton and little Dutterdy ia
predtily  quaint. '

Then, when the hride’s velations epmae
on,—Pinkerton  {Mr. Blapey), looking
ab them with mueh disapproval, sings:

“What a faree ia ihis procession

. my worthy new celations,
Held on terma of mouthly confrac(?

That shalihy-looking ninny,
Juwmping like a frog i
To the mad amd boozy

Lok at them, intently chaliing,
Trying Lo kow-tow before me”
It soumda rather quaint, tos, to hear
Pinkert, when entertaining the L8,
Conaul, Rharpless (Mr. Arthur Urane),
gravely singing the inguiry whether he
will have “milk-punch or whinky." But
graiml opera, 1 suppow, ean be broadly
defined v opera in which everyt i
Sung— na nmiter what the then
not a line is apoken, - :
Williamson's Graml  Opers - Company
give the final performance of “Madime

Butterily™ in the  Welkington : Gpera
Houwse on Wednesdiey, th th inst,
i the Following evening } ni's “La
Bolieme™ will Lo produced for the first .

time, and in it Kignorina I4
make -her dirat appearance; she ja. not
playing in “Madama Butlerity.”  “Car.
men” will follow. From there the com-
pany go la Pulmerston North, -Wanga-
nui, And Napier, ihenee to Auckland,
where they open in & month  from
1be Lime of writing. . EE.

Hiray Notes,

Those who know Allan TTamiltan per-
anidly  will be concerwed to hear ilab
the genial and usually stalwart partner
i the Maxwellllamilton Mdvdrama
Company, now touring New Zrealand, and
several other Lheatiicul ventures of im-

mpari wiil -

cutionary - . Our Illustrations.

TRAGEDY OF THE AIR,

M, LE BLON'® FATE,

LE BLON wns killed on Satir
duay, Ind AprH, at Ham  Selus-
tian,

The monoplane which eaused bly
death wns the one which kHled M.

Dekigrasge At Mordenux on Jnmrary 4.
Deligrange hequesthed §t te Le Rion, who
had it repaired and had_ been using i ever
=inve, . .

He made a oirele above the bay at an
altitude of zbout 15 feet, but ak he took
his tnrn e vome anbove the arrodrome, it
waa iroticed that Lin suchine seemied to be
out of conlinl. f

At ficst he 1ried to glide down, Dut then
the machine kIrd vompietely, and he fell
like n stome into {he aea from n height of
sevendy-five feef, wilh the apparatns on
top of hin, . L.

The few eprelaters Faised eripy of hor-

TOF, maysx an “Express™ t
Blos wha' bud heen watcblog the Bight,
sbricked e tu luw Fished about In &
demented fushion, and was 1y evenine
ally to the ambulnoce Elation, whither the
body wos bromeht.

Ax Le Blon's was an unadveriiseg fAight,
the wsual buafs were pol wn Jdufy In tue
bay, and it woas pume minoirs Twefure a
motor bout pat off 1o the apol where fhe
weeek ‘of the aevapnne was Aoarting, andt
Lo Blon's Body wak revovercd. 1t $s brlley-
ed that he was beld down by the wreek
aral drownod.

Mme, Lo lion hod to e drigeed from her
hukband'a hody after 0 was taken fo 1he
ambulanee station,

M. Le Rlon, who was Borh In (K
ryelint aud a chauff twlfure hr
wvinter. e waz o workdng meeh
three years agn, when he Lo 1l
favourite pupil of M, elngringe, wilh
Whon he mnnie MIENE ol Duncasier dast
Fuar.

KTum Mme, Lag

wis n
WAaK an
i uniil

parlance, has heen seriously ill, and is
stil, aftee undergning two severe opers.
tions, very f, an eomplelely convales-
cent, thomeh fin latest wews is buller
and wmore” hopeiual, Mr Hamilion” de-
NOTV S well of New , amders,
Tor in the days of thi war, when tonting
the Ilminien with Robert Brouwsh as
business manager, confidant anld  secre-
fardal  factotina (for he wrote  all
Reongh'y letiers), e threw himself heard
and <oul inle various heaelil< given
by the sve rrons comedian. On his
shoulders fell the buik of the extra work,
tir whole of 1he amanising which

oxira pecformanees necessilated:
1t ix worth veealling 1hat for these bene.
lita Brough paid personally a1l salaries
aml expenses to siage hands, and thus
mave large  oul-af-pocket suma, bresides
the Inss of the £150 1o E2000 which a

performance sack ag that of “Dandy
Dick™  {which was  the play  given)
would, in onlinary eonrse, have Lronght
info the treasar n beneyolimg
seheme Brough had 1 CO-B[HTR-
lion aud loyal assislanve, aml I works

ed a3 joint seevetary aml organiser of
1he Awekiand benesfit. with Tim, 1 kanw
these—on top of his olhrr work- —were
nel nominal, Whaerelore B ua all wish
Allan a spesdy restoration o healih.
When the fizepenof  mirlain at  {he
South Londen Musie 10all was alwoat to
be lowered ope night, jost” before {he
mail left, a stage hawd new {e  the
worle, pulled the wrong handle, nith the
result  that the fOre cwervgeney water
eprinkler was set in motion.  The stape
Wwias swamped, Lhe orchesdva coming in

for a xlower batlh, which ed con-
siderable amuzement among the amli-
£Iee.

A farious war of words s Iwing waged,
ays the "Daily Mail’s™ Tarie eorrespon-
dent on April 8, b
tie, Lthe aged aml
Lrator” ar ma
caise, aml M. O
leading membera of the th
maont popular Vjeuns prenier™ in Paris,

The grave judges of the Cowrt of Ap-
peals, the highest tribunal in the Stutes,
have hefore Lhiem the guestion of who-

ther the order given to o Miss e
Lee Morvison {0 wear 4
wlip, apainst public policy and a yviola-
tion of ler eontract with Murtig a
Seamon,  Lheatrical ABDEOTR, Miss
Morrison’s photograplin in cadet. costnme
and knee lenpth trousera nwd in dights
woere befove the Court. Mise Morrison
wua 8 memher of the “Me, [[fm, aml 17
company. Un the road she was a preaf.
Tavourile in her milibarvy coxfume, and
when the company eame to New York
she was ordeved o disenrd  the  high-
herled, kuee-length, dassellsd boots amd
thir kni wukers nml don tighis,  Sbe
refimel], waa discharged, and then siped.
The Lower Courts nwarded e 3700001

domnges,  The monagers wppeaded.
One  point  in Mr. 1enry  Artlinr
Jones's lecture on hakespeare  andl

calle for eomment
w). T
wmneey  of  Bhakespe
b was et to impos-
wible to tell even that the artorn were
speaking Dlank verss,™ pd he aibribut-
ed this faulty delivery te "want of
training.” Tt mav, however, surprine
Mr. Jonea— it will certainly astonish
some of our readers, thaugh we hawa
drawn attention to the mmtter before—

1he Modern Slage

Lo hear that 1he <yl of chrention here
referrel e w5 sor not 1he re-
sull of lack of fra Al b of le-
Iiberate aml detin
part of Lhe ma
iy to be made to sunnd as
pussible, “Hreak it
anund patura ik, we helie

[N

- that the dalogue
he verse as

Atake it
- the actu-

al Formake dischareed in tlese at
the acter gappling, durimg r =al,
with the speeches of n aKesprearean

vharaetor,  That instructions <o iteking
in resp for the work uf (he oot and
Elee inteligenve aml enlinee of the anli-
enve sheuld be atlributable to any {he-
sdrival manager iz, of eourse, dairly

“irprizione; bui the facl is pretiy wolt
kunwn.  The poet wrote part of the dis
g inonearly every one of hiv ol

in verse and part o prose: and. obvi-
oudy, if e hal intended the wholy of
i to be spoken as prose he would net,
Thave writlen any of il m veraee {Tha
wbove remarks might e noted Ly s
or iwo Nhakespeavean Remling Clubs in
tle Trominion.)

The tenor who play+ ihe part of the
poel ik " ka Bolene ™ has (o b o
Tow he avts in (e last weene—1i
of Mini. Allhongiv she dives T appear
here pa Mimd, Misa Cevile Lorraine, of (ha
Misgrove Lol Gramd fpeea Uompa

soud etany abonl herself b
abvi, who was alas a nembaer
Ve ey, It owas Lhe o
stene ol Poceind’s * La Bohomae” A
1 was browghl fo the Bodeanian™s att f
dying vondition, and they all adnd their
t to make e mnfovtable,  An ohl
the cormer of the at e was hronght
donn slage, aml T owas placed o 1.t
Pleis pariterlar  evening  som mut
I lovsemml one or the leps, For, ag
swan as fhey ploeeml mp on the Tuad 1 ekt
mysell pradually  sofomg,  Signor Sahol
\\:’1-4 sl i enme oy Akl it on e
Dk, i ovder Ao wapport me thy 1 LIy
ieatiy secnr. When 1 saw the fenor ap-
1 wardd, in a Bowl vouee, oy tha
Lk mud st adewin, e Tial
in o piving way! b owould abmost piddore
the two ol us spranling on the Hoor. ol
i he pathelic seioe.  Foriu-
ennuzh (o com-
wl oot onee kuelt,
v e Bied ) andd e

b 1l s
A hiv knee ael

that positian he wis oblijonl do remam
ahuist
e X

wntil ke Fadl of 1he curtain
tweniv manndes, 1 tonk biom
week lwfore snhd wath g

he tobl e be could never
agony b eodured, 1 vonbl ~ympat se
w him, hnowing, , The Dorde

e s bravely,
weight. 1T wan splendidly
the tennr that gl

I s been demonsdealed
montha' trial, 2 dielares 1he

suprarbel by

mevimg pietares pre henseti
aane. AL the Uslumbus 4l
maehine bas hee

in the patients. The Tima bave
carvefully selected from the bt
eomies with a few drama o onee
oceasionnlly,  Not oty have (he pivtures
miale 1 hll‘, but, ns diver~ion i« onwe oy ha
chicf methids foe the o af
itoin elieve
eore” will e Jarpdy
inatitutions fnr the
found e have a swolhing wm
ellect wpom the nind, and the
who are able Uooaftend ot the
fution have bern nubcly beoe
hows,

-
H
i
2

ntrmlpeed in other
ne,  Pictarea ars
henetienl
Fpadienla
wil insti
tedd Ly the




