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The Wide World.

News of the Dominion.

OUR WELLINGTON

LETTER.
WELLINGTUN, May T.
The New Govermmant Houae.
ESTERDAY I had an apportunity
of moing through the new Viee
Regal residence at ME View,
Newtowne  This up to-date Gove
ernment Flouse 1% a niwh more !mml-
gomn pirnctnre than the ﬁn_'-:t published
plans fudisated.  Hume modilicalions ami
alterations have beem made, minh to the
advnnlage of the houe from an artisti:
point uf view. From Kelburne anfl the
surrennding  elevated  positions ot ihe
cily (he bolding i3 a com=picious amd
1y one, its white fronmt and
fag trwer  showing  ont .wrll
against the dark backprouml of pines.
Wellingion has no vautiful setting for a
lavermnent touse much as Auckiand
possesses;  funereab-lovking pines  Are
wbaut  the only trees that Wellington
feoms to ewournge.  Nevertheless, our
pife can e made aovery boeatiful one in
Lime.  Thoogh in Newtown, and directly
averiooking the Teast picturesgue section
of aur city, it <tands at a eonsiderable
elevation abmoe the "mean streets™ of the
suburb, and the snhee pines, if 2erving
no other purposs, will at hast help to
conceal the iwartistic suburh from the
fastiddious  eyes o ViewRoyaliv.  The
house etself s pretry well finlshel as far
a9 the eut<ide is comeerned, but anolhes
good moanth’s wark is reiquiced before the
eurpeuters aml plasterers are ont of the
intevior.  The northern aspect,  that
which we wea (rom the vity, is a vory fine
one— a long two =torcssl vlure, in
while, ar npearly whits, disbemper, Te-
liveed by dark oiied jarrah timbsr, a
comhinatwn pleasing to the eve
frort ix over three handred Dot long.
Tt @8 bigher than one wonld imagine
from ila gread lencth; the Mag tower i
B0 feet above the pround.  The first
glimp:e of his new hame shonld somae-.
whatl reauind PBarom Flington of Ol 1
Tand, for that porlion which §s net ti
bored ia “magrh exst7 ar builiders eall i,
with sunerete and shingle (on a baekines
of boarding and iron), in imitaiion of
ther constrnetion of ofd fiahionad maner
honsra enl eattages tn Kagiand, and in
cortainly an improvement on mueh of tha
prblic architeelure one seor here and in
other tfowns. The main enlrnen to the
house i3 not, however, on this northern
gide, but on the southern side, whore
mne of the present old mental hospital
buildinga are to be cleared away in order
13 make romn for a fine <~weeping drive
teading up to {he pillored mate doarway,
The inferior is ju~t now n inennimlute
slale, but one sn see cnonph to judps
Lt the futace Governors will be very
hand<ouwly and comfartably housol, eer-
tamly much more w0 than at {he ohl
Government House. The bhallmone meqa-
surea 40 feot by 20 feet, which [ think,
i3 about the wize of that in the Avcklamd
Coverament [lonee.  The total enxt of the
new honwse will be between E23,080 and
£26 000,

Lord T-lingten will, T belicsve, stay at.
1he Wellington Clib for two ar three
momnlha alter his arvical, uniill the pew
howst s ready for him, ClLhe prounds
will be atill eery raw lwoking and new,
but very  hawbome Lawis and - fower
gardens are to e Lidd downs el by nest
sunimicr the place should e tron [oe
vicererzal enteriainiug,

A

Dur Citizen Army.

The annaumeenrert by the Prendee
that the tiovernment has wdeptod Tad
Kitcheners miditaty  raining  proposals
in theic enlirefy sevma {o he predty uni-
ally approved of in Wellingion, A
av feeiing i the matter of compulanry
training 4 caming orer the poaple, [t
will pow, 1o believe, Teeome o point of
he ar aml uf puide with aur gt fel-
Towes {0 dla i sbare uf solleriy work
in the bl A yeeth wha nanages la
et exempred, on Whatoser g, i< not
Lo b enviod 1 Toak Forward (o weing
niilitary trairisg lakivg the place ta
rome ontend ol 1 Toothadl wioide ey g-
1ies sa e asbore of e phonghits and
the rparve e of yeung New Zealaradera
mid A e topie of popular converaa-
tion to a wedarisome extent,  Iers
Wellivston e deience  scheme ia at-
traating paribeular aitention.  Thers ja
here produtly & larger proporiion af eli-
Eibla recruita than in Lhe nthee oentres,
for a great many of tha yommger Ciril

servanta cowme within the age of servica
It will be some fow years befoee the full
broetit of the wcheme is apparent, but in
tew years’ {ime 1 believe the New Zow-
Lander will be a very moch belier set-up
man than be is to-day, amd far less
“slark”  and slowching, If military
training will do nuthing else, it will put
some “ginger” intoe his walk and teuch
him to keep his hunds out of his packete,
An Austrisn friend of mime tells we that
be has always bren grateful to his coun-
try for having compelled him to do a
¥ear's sokliering. T¢ Tzet him up™ for
life, made him smart and active and well-
poised, and incidentally taught him bow
to use his rifle. It was hard at the
time—far, far harder than anything the
New Zealand youth will ever be ealled
tipun 10 undergu—but it did him lasiing
gowl,
Comet Parties.

The latest popular diversion takes the
form of “comet parties” Omt at Kel-
Latnie some np-to-date persona have lat<ty
organisml exeursions Ly taxi-cab to the
top of the hills to sre Halley's comet,
fin, ete. In other parts of the city simi-
Iar expeditions are all the go, and at all
wnearthly hours of ihe night and morn-
mg you may hvar the far-away voices of
the amateur asironomers, male and
female, after their kind, taking the most
mowtstabont of waye one would imagine,
tn =re the comet tize. Certainly, it is a
poost eXewse for o ramble “down the
flowery dell.” ax the old zong sayvs; but ¥
have hvand that some wize mothers are
coming to ihe conclusion tihat it is carry-
inmg -vieatidie eathusiasm rather too far
when the “young mer” cuil at 11 p.m.
or 50 in order to take the daughters of
the family out o sce the eomet rige,

All the =amr, it was worih getting np
this morning o see that glorious tri-
angle in the north-sastern eky, bright
Venns as the apex, the comet at the left,
and the crescent moon-—Marama, “god-
dess exeallently bright”—an the right
forming the has of the iriangle. I won-
fored an 1 lonkad om i what the obd
Maari tehungas would have prophesied
afler gnzing at such an amazing celestial
combination—a “tabu” of vast import,
surrly?

“A Huondred Years is a Very Loung
Time.?

Bo sars the old sailurs’ chantey about
the gicls in London town, when Jack and
Poll watked up and down “a hundred
years ago.”  But there is & wonderful
old geuileman  down this way whom
memiry goes hack more than a hundred
veara.  ‘Lhis i3 Mr llenvy Durling, of
Waikanar, who eclebrated his ome hun-
dred amd-ninth lirthday last Hunday, My
Burbiug is <01 bale and stardy, and bida
fair to see a few more years of this geod
okl worhl  When he came out 10 New
Zeaiamd in e carly “lorties,” he was
already about Torty xeare okl. Think of
a man living who was born before
Nelsun fought at Treadelgar, and who can
well remember hearing, as a schoolhoy,
the news of the haltle of Waterlag!
Nut Jong acae bhe veleran “hicked off? in
A game of [eathall at Wailapae ia order
to siow that tlhere was “life in the old
dug ¥t ITe has a promising-louking
o, o, chirpy young fellow of be-
twern seventy asal eighiv, who ean kick
a badl just wa well an his dad ecan.

Dr, Bell and the Antarctic Expedi-

tion,

It was thonght 2ome time aga that
New Zeatand woulld have the eredit of
sedlge oug at Tea<t ane of (e members
ef Capliin Meait’s farthenming Autare-
e expedition, e Jdamea M, Bell, the
erergetia young Director of the New Zioa-
Iznd Cealogrival Survey, volunteered to
Juin Caplain Seott's parly as geobogriat,
Lt 1% was lately  aneuneed that he
could naf o, It 3 under<ioa? that 1ha
Feison iw thad {he Mintstor fur Mines, tha
Hone Huderivk Moelenzie, did not ook
with appravat an (he idea, and that lc
vobonsl it with empliasis, The Fon, Mr,
MeRensie prides himaelf on heing what
he calls a “practieal” mnn above all
things. and has “no time” for acience, it
i~ puputarly reportsd, and such like fal-
lala.  All of whivh is rather rough on
Tir. Bell, who ia sma af the rmartest
Fonng seientisia we Lave in New Zealand,
and wha, T am ecortain, woukl acquit him-
sell with eredit in such an espedition.
He rhankl be inured to eold, for he eomea
fram Canada, nrl has done a guodd deal
of exploving in the great frozen woatea of
the Far North West,

[ ———---

CABLE NEWS IN BRIEF.

MPERIAL,

HE politival feature of the week
in Britain was ihe issue of the
Parliament (Vete) Bill. The

preamble “foreshadows an uliti-
mals eccond chamber on & popu-
lar basis, The kbill pruvides that within
a moath of a moncy bill being seal up
to Lhe licune of Lords their consent may
be dispemsed with on the King's assent;
the Speaker's certifimte, declaring it a
money bill, to accompany ita presenia-
tion to the Kirg. Bills other than those
reiatine to finance are similarly to be-
come law if rejerted a third time by
the House of Lords, afier paseing the
lfouse of Commons, bul pot necessarily
in the same Parliament. The maximum
duration of Parlismment i to be five years.
Extreme Radicals denounee the preamble.
The “Dmily News” fears that cerfain
phrases indicate it is proposed that the
restrietions in ihe House of Lords shall
be imposed only pemding the ereation of
a new second chamber, and declares that
what is won must be declared perma-
nently won. -

Mr Fardie. jn a speech in Wales, re-
matked that he did not wani a written
Constilution. The moment the powers
and duties, either of the Homte of Lords
or the Iouse of Commons were defined
by an Act of Parliament fresh tyranny
woald be established. Loyalty to the
Throne was a great superstition and very
advantageons to ihe ruling powers, but
it mattered mothing to the working
classes whether the official head of a
State wasz a King or a President.

The *Duily Mail's” prize of £10,000
for the flizht from FLondon to Man-
chester having been won by Pauthan, the
company haa offered another £10000, of
which £5000 wil be for & prize in Eng-
land and £5M0 for a fght from Lendon
to Paria,

The Cunard Shipping Company is ar-
ranging for oil fuel to be consumed in
the new sister ship of the Lusitania and
Maurciania (32,008 tons}, this departare
being possible owing Lo new oilfieids solv-
ing the difficullivs of cost and adequoate
supplies. Tt is estimated that by the use
of oil £I1200 will be maved on each
round trip between Liverpool and New
York.

King Edward VII., after a shorg ill-
ness, passed away at miduight on Friday.
The Minizters are all returnimg to Lon-

“Pull Mall Gazeite” eulogises New
Zealand's dejence scheme, and says that
it affords a valuabla object-tesson Lo the
prople of Enrland.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS.

Exlranrdinary precauiions were taken
in the cupitals of Europe 1o prevent ihe
wsual May Iy rioks, many drafis of
troops beinz called ouf. As 2 reault, the
demoanstrations were very orderly,

The Albanian rebellion continuen to
cause trouble Lo the Turkash authorities.
The origin of the inzurrection w the in-
habitanl s indiznation at being compelled,
under thie new regime, lo pay tasea to
the Turkizh Govermnent. The Albanian3
Jormerly wera left mostly io their own
devicer. It is reporied that Diakova is
in the hands of the insurgents. A baita-
lion from Ipek, proeceding Lo Diakova,
was ambushed, anl returned to Ipek
with heavy lows=. larze foreem of Al
bantana have oecapied the mounalains
westwand of Katchanik Pasa, cutiing the
Turkizb lige of comnmuanication with Priz-
remd,

A HTagtian plnt, prgaii+el in Kingston,
Jaunaica, to depose General  Antoine
Kiman, ard proclim General Firmin pre-
fident, was checked owing to ex-Presi-
dent Nord Alexia, who was flnancing thn
<t Devolntion, dyving suddealy in
Jamaiva, the enme of drath being un-
known.  The Jdiscovery of the conspiracy
at Porl-qu-Prinee {the TTaytian eapital)
rraulted in the imprisonmeni of many
popnlar peranns,

The shortage of menl in Chicago has
Lrotght Lhe ratract businesa to a stand-
BLill, und packers are working out new
selienies to utili-e the works. No ron-
tracts for foreign armics are being placed
in Chicazo at preseat,

It i» siated in Bt Fetersburg that Rus-
sia nwd Japan are fully agreed on all
Far Eaatern questions. R

A terrible earthqnake devastaled theg
morthern portion of Uosta Rica. Cartago
fs in ruins, and hundreds of lives were
lost,

THE COMMONWEALTH, .

According to the Federal Prime Minis-
ter (Mr Fiader) the revepue is eoming
in excellenily, but he anticipates & short-
zge for the coming financial year of
£3800,000. &Lill he hoped to pull through
without an appeal t¢ the mooey marked
by the issue of Yreasury bills. L{r Fisher,
apeaking regarding the financial wgree-
ment, stated Lhak bis Ministry was quits
prepared to mdhere to the 25/ por head
arrangeent with the States, but it wuek
e TinHed 10 10 years.

At mo tima in the history of Austrd.
Iasis Mas there been such an enormous
amount of tomnage under comatruetion
for the trade as at presemt. Orders
have been placed, or are about to ba
placed, by different companies enguged
in the Auxtralasian shipping trade for
50 steamalips, aggregatling 341,000 fons

The barque Loch Katrine, bound frome
Glasgow to Sydney, has becn dismmated,
and ten members of her crew  were
brought on by the steamer Tasmanie

The spending power of the one million
inhabitants of New Zealand is more than
the spending power of the five millious
in Feotland. In all the large towns of
New Zealand—Wellington, Christcharch,
Thimedin and Auwckland—ihe drapery es-
fablishments are on a much more gigan-
fic scale than anything in onr provin-
cial towne outsida Glasgow, Manchester,
and Livrpool—Mr. Robert Allan, J.Py
Edinburgh.

NORTHERN STEAM SHIP COM»
PANY, LIMITED.

‘Weather and oilsr circumstanccs  pers
mitting, the Company's steziners will leave

w8 under:— .
For Runssell. '
CLANSMAN .... Every Monday, st ¥ p.m,

For Russell, Whangaroa, and
Mangonuni, N
CLANEMAN. .Every Wednes, at 330 pte
No Cargo for Ruseell.

For Awanul, Waiharara, Honhora,
Whaungarca, and Mangonuai.
ATANUY ...... Every Monday, at 2 p.0e
No Carge Whangarea and Maogoowh,

For Whangararu, Helesa Bay, Ta«
tukakn, and Whananaki,

PAEROA. .....Monday, 20th Dec, 1 pam.
For Grent Barrier.
WAIOTAL. . Every Wednraday, midelghil

For Walheke and Coromandel,
LEAVE AUCRLAND.
DAPTINE. .Evcty Tzes. & Thars. Forenden,
LEAVE COROMANDFEY, TTA WAL PR
DAPUNE....Every Wed and Fri, Karly,
FOR WAINEKI.

£at. at 2 p.w., comwencing 4th Dee,
FROM ONEHUNGA. -

For Hokiangn, .

TCLAYMORE .......:--.- Evety Tharsday

For Raglan and Krwhia .
CLATMORE. ....... --.Every Monday

WHANGAREI SERVICH.
Eteamers leave Whnngarel ap omier:i—

8.5 NGAPUUIL L
Train Whangarel

ta Whart.
Gonda re- e,
ecived tlit Train
Zpd - B 153 am.
4th—8. 1%
Tth - 11.45 .
Ph—-11.43 am. 3.4
1

8.8. Toromandel
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Maogapal,
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tiosm by aftermoon train previoms day.
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