
these railways could not give their full
return on their outlay. lie realised that
the present railways fell far short of the

requirements of the future: many hun-

dreds—or, he should say, thousands—of
miles had yet to 'be made. There was

one line in particular, and for its inau-

guration the present Government was

not responsible, which paid only about
7/ per cent on a very large sum. about

two millions. The fact of the loss on

that line was being used against the

whole railway system—the South Island

particularly—as though the whole of
them did not pay. If the Government
were to undertake to make all the rail-

ways wherever a guarantee was given to

make up any loss up to 31 per cent, it

would require to spend a very large
amount, perhaps 20 millions in one year.
The duty of the Government, however,
was to protect the people against them-
selves. If New Zealand wanted to pre-
serve its good name financially, it should

not go in for over-railroading, even al-

though guarantees were offered.

April Exports.
The value of the New Zealand prin-

cipal products exported during the fort-

night ended April 15 is £1,337,181.
For the full month of April last year

the value was £1,552,755. The p”inei-
pal items in the past fortnight’s total
are:—Wool, £432.793; gold, £94,129;
tallow. £61,933; skins, £54,973: butter,
£134,779; cheese, £113,278; frozen beef,
£41.596: mutton, £108,036; and lamb,
[£207,670.

AUCKLAND.

A Check on Hasty Action.

“When it comes to a question of a

strike, I think the wives should have a

right to vote as well as the husbands,”
said Mr. E. Tregear, Secretary for

Labour, when speaking to a “Star” re-

presentative. Mr. Tregear said he did
not wish to appear to be in any way in-

terfering with the internal working of

any union, but he would regard it as a

good thing if trades unions could find

some way whereby the married men could

have a more weighty vote in case of a

proposal to strike. “I feel quite con-

vinced,” added the under-secretary, “that

the small strikes that have taken place
in the Dominion within the last four or

five years have been in almost every case

precipitated by the more thoughtless
members of the union, and that in very
many eases married men have been

dragged into striking unwillingly. They
have had to suffer as if they were fully
responsible for a hasty and uneonsidered
action.”

£225,000 Loan Authorised.

Evidently the ratepayers of Auckland
were content to accept the recommenda-

tion of the City Council that £225,000
was required to carry out the electrical
scheme, as only 542 votes were recorded.
Of that number, 390 favoured the loan

and 146 were against it, the remaining
six being informal. As only a bare

majority of the votes recorded were re-

quired to authorise the loan, Mr. T.

Ussher (returning officer) declared the

proposals carried.

Strange Tidal Wave.

A tidal phenomenon is reported from

Hokianga. On last Saturday week

rae sea rose and receded in an alarming
manner. The occurrence is attributed,

by some, to a submarine seismic disturb-

ance.

The Marine Department received the
following telegram from Captain Hardy,
harbourmaster at Hokianga: “On Satur-

day afternoon there was a tremendous

sea on the bar, from no apparent cause,
from one hour before high water to two

hours after same. The Hokianga River

rose above high waler mark of the highest

spring tides, and immediately receded
below low water mark of the neap tides,
the river continuously rising and falling
like this for two hours after high water.

The highest mark was reached one hour

after high water. The boatshed was

filled with water, and the boats floated
a foot off the roof of the shed. No

damage resulted.”
Mr. G. Allport, secretary of the Marine

Department, stated to a “Times” repre-
sentative that according to the reference

to the boats floating within a foot of
the roof of the shed the water must have

been fully six feet higher than the

highest spring tide. It is a peculiar fact
that the tides are neaps at present.

On May 11th, 1877, a seismic tidal

wave swept along the New Zealand coast
from Bluff to Russell. At Wellington
the tide ebbed and flowed every twenty
minutes from two to four feet for fully
twenty-four hours. Vessels at sea off

the coast reported having experienced the

phenomenon. This disturbance, it was

reported at the time, originated off the

South American coast, and the town of

Iquique, in Peru, was destroyed for the

second time in nine years. Two days
were occupied in the waves crossing the
Pacific.

On August 16th, 1868, a similar visi-
tation was observed on the New Zealand

coast.

Prehistoric Man in New Zealand,

Mr. Clement Wragge, in the course of

an interview with a “Star” representa-
tive last week, made a reply to criti-
cisms levelled from all parts of the

Dominion at his theory of evidence of

the existence of prehistoric man in New

Zealand. “ I am as sure as it is pos-
sible to be sure about anything, that this

country has been inhabited by prehis-
toric man,” said Mr. Wragge, “and that

the stones I came across in the North

have been manipulated. Of course, all

rocks are natural. The famous rocks of

Stonehenge, the Pyramids of Egypt,
Easter Island and other his-

torical stone temples have orig-
inally been formed by nature,
and then manipulated by the hands of

man. So with these rocks which 1 re-

cently examined in the North. They are

natural plutonic rock, subsequently mani-

pulated. I do not care what people may

say, or how people may criticise. The

sensitive photographic plate cannot lie,
and I do not think my greatest critic will

suggest that I would fake a photo. These

plates (and Mr. Wragge held them up

for inspection) show a distinct triangle,

cups, and crosses, besides extraordinary
formations, which no one can attribute

to anything else but human agency. 1

can afford to treat the criticism

levelled at my deductions just as Profes-

sor Bickerton looks on criticism of his

law of partial impact. I smile at them

all. Mr. Hamilton, of Wellington, is one

of those sceptical of my discovery, ft

has to be remembered, however, that, he

was never near the spot where I located

these particular rocks. His investigation
was conducted in the vicinity of Ohaea-

wai, and that is distant 18 miles in a

straight line, as the crow flies, from

where I made my discovery. Measured

by scale, the rocks which he examined,

and on which he bases his criticism of my

discovery, are situated about 20 miles

one way by road and water from my

find, and 25 miles by another route. So

that he was not within 18 miles of the

rocks on which I base my contention of

evidence of prehistoric man in New Zea-

land. My discovery was near Kerikeri,
and while I do not say that others have

not been over the same ground, 1 went,
knowing what I was looking for, and was

in consequence able to understand the

significance of these things, when 1

alighted upon the rocks, which 1 am abso-

lutely certain bear testimony of the ex-

istence of prehistoric man in this coun-

try.”
Mr. Wragge leaves for Tasmania

shortly, on purpose to view the total

eclipse of the sun on May 9th. He will

visit Australia, and then return to New

Zealand and pursue further investigations
in the North in search of additional

evidence of the existence of early man.

Mr. Wragge says he has been informed

of a certain cave, supposed to contain

evidences of human remains and bones

bigger than the bones of the man of this

day.
“ There is no reason why this

should not be,” added Mr. Wragge. “Just
as you have evidence of the existence of

the moa, and I hope to go thoroughly
into the whole question on my return to

the Dominion.”

Post and Telegraph Business.

The postal and telegraph revenue for

the quarter ended March 31st last to-

talled £224,585, compared with £225,763
in the corresponding quarter of last year.
Deposits in the Post Office Savings bunks

during the first quarter of this year to-

talled £2,534,934, and withdrawals
£2,377,696, or an excess of deposits over

withdrawals of £157,238. The figures for

the first quarter of 1909 are: Deposits,
£2,486,462; withdrawals, £2,465,957; and

excess of deposits over withdrawals,
£20,505.

A Destructive Fire.

A fire that affected four (business firms
along the water-front in Customs-street

West, almost directly at the foot of

Albert-street, occurred on Wednesday
evening, and accounted for a consider-
able loss of property. The tire origi-
nated in the shipbuilding establishment
of Mr C. Bailey, jun., and besides burn-

ing out Mr A. K. Biiley, ship and engine
smith, who occupied a shop in the same

premises, spread to the adjoining build-

ing, owned by Messrs Tyler and Harvey,
who carried on business as shipbuilders
in one portion, and Mr C. P. Murdoch,
wood turner and machinist, in the other.

Mr O. Bailey will be a heavy loser by
the fire. The building, which was his

property, was uninsured, but he had two

separate policies of £SOO each on boats

under construction and on plant ana

stock in the New Zealand Insurance Of-
fice. Mr A. 11. Bailey had his stock and

plant covered by a policy of £ 100 iii

the Alliance Office, but he estimates his
loss at about £2OO over the insurance.

Messrs Tyler and Harvey’s shop and con

tents carried a policy of £ 100, but the

firm state that the damage suffered can

•be made good by the expenditure of

about £25.

Copper Mining.

For the past three or four years Fer-

guson’s Mining and Smelling Company.

Ltd., formerly known as Ferguson’s Syn-
dicate, has been struggling against odds

to set smelting and copper mining among

New Zealand's profilable industries, and

when, after an early infancy beset with
difficulties, the company some time ago

erected a smelting plant and other ma-

chinery at a cost of something in the

vicinity of £20,000, many of the share-

holders felt at long last that fortune was

about to shower her golden smiles on

the enterprise. But, although it seemed

Co be generally conceded that the com-

pany’s properties were valuable, and it

was fairly proven that with the neces-

sary material to provide a supply of
flux an excellent matte of mineral could
be produced, the cost of working and

the insufficient quantity of ore in imme-

diate reach upset all calculations. Yes-

terday afternoon, at the annual meeting
of shareholders, something of a climax

was reached when the chairman of direc-

tors (Mr J. M. Mennie) announced that
as the result of reports by experts sent

across by the Electrolytic Smelting Com-

pany of Australia, the biggest and weal-

thiest company of the kind south of the

lane, negotiations for the purchase of an

interest by that corporation had fallen

through, and there seemed nothing left

for Ferguson's Company but to volun-

tarily wind up. Counter-proposals sug-

gesting reconstruction were advanced

and discussed, and the meeting adjourn-
ed without arriving at a conclusion.

Booming Auckland.

When Mr. Harold Beauchamp returned
to Wellington from an official visit to

Auckland some time ago, he expressed
his amazement at the wonderful strides

made throughout the Auckland province,
and spoke eulogistic-ally of the bright
prospects in store for it. Mr. Beauchamp
has just made another visit to Auckland,

and his observations only went to con-

firm t’iie impressions he had' formed

on the occasion of his former visit.

In conversation with a ‘’Post" reporter
on the subject of Auckland’s rosy pro-
spects, Mr. Beauchamp said: “There wifi.
1 estimate, be an expenditure on public
works there of about a million a year for

some years to come. The City Council is to

spend a quarter of a million of Joan

money on electric light ing extension, and

about the same amount on the first

portion of the drainage scheme. Then

the Government is spending £IOO,OOO on

the new district post office. The new

railway station will also mean the dis-

tribution of a large amount of money
on labour before it is completed, for il-

ls a most extensive undertaking. There

are. too, the great harbour worK- going
on, the new Town Hall, and other liar

hour Board and corporation works in

hand.”
“the active development of the Wai-

kato,” said Mr. Beauchamp, “is bringing
much wealth info the district, and
Auckland city is naturally reaping the
benefit. The opening tip of the Maori
lands in the King Country should add

materially to the growth and importance
of Auckland, and 1 do not see any rea-

son to fear for a steady run of pros-
perity for some years so far as the

Northern capital is concerned.”

Oysters Off.

Those who relish the delectable oister
will be much concerned to learn that no

North Island oysters arc to be picked for

n year to come. With the beginning of

next month the oyster season should
open, but the Marine Department has de-

cided that' it is in the best interests
of the industry that no picking should

be done for the next twelve months, ant

a close season has been declared accord-

ingly. Two years ago the G .xeri.mmt

decided that in order to prevent the

ruthless destruction of oyster beds, the

general public should not be allowed

access to the oyster deposits in different

parts of the Dominion. Private enter-

prise was promptly checked, and all pick-
ing was done under Government super-
vision, the market being supplied
throughout the season solely through
the Government depot. The first year
that the new scheme was brought into

operation, 11,500 sacks were picked off

the beds at Waiheke, Ponui. .Sandspit,
Great Bainer, and Bay of Islands, 'j'ho
amount realised by the sale of this first

season’s picking was £6938. and resulted

District Lands Office,
Auckland. 19tli Aptil, 1910.

LT is hereby notified that the undermen-

tioned lands will be offered for sale by
public auction at this office, on Friday,

27th Mav, 1910. at 11 a.m.

TOWN or WOLSELEY (near Avondale,
Auckland), .”>4 lots, quarter to halfjicre in

area; upset prices per 10l from £7 10/ (•

£lB.
VILLAGE WAIOMIO (near Kawakawa),

3 lots. 3 roods to 1$ acres; upset prices,

£5 to .£7 10/ per lot.
VILLAGE OF MAMARI (near P.road-

wood) 9 lots, 2 acres to 4 acres in each;

upset prices £9 to £l4 per lot.

PARISH TGAKAI'. !<>t 84a, IOJ acres;

upset £32. 3 miles from Tuakau Railway

Station.
Poster plans and full details on applca-

tion tf»
ERIC < . GoLD S.M UH.

tner ( i’owii 1 anils

HAVKAKI PLAINS.

FIRST AND SECOND CLASS LANDS

FOR SETTLEMENT.

('GOVERNMENT are offering llio fo ;I land for application anti bv public
auction on FRIDAY, 13th MAV, LUO:

COVNTRY LANDS. 16,700 acres com-

prising 104 first and second class sections
to be opened under the Optional Tenures

of the I-and Act. Areas from r*» t<» 311

acres and rentals from £l2 to £6l per

annum according to tenure.

TOWN LANDS. DMA acres in 71 lots

ranging from 1 rood to 3 acres to be offer-
ed for sale for cash by auction. Vpset
prices from £3O to £1."»o per lot. The arena

for selection are generally along the fore-
shore of Firth of Thames, between Wnita-

karuru and Piako Rivers, and also extend

for some miles up the west bank of the
latter. Access from (he 'Thames by launch,
also from I'okeno and Waerenga railway
stations by road. The la mis arc all partly
drained swamp consisting almost entirely
of very good alluvial clay deposit on sand

pumice formation. Plans with full purlieu
lars as to tenures, areas, rentals, nrcesa,
guides, etc., obtainable on application to

Ihe District Uinds Office, Auckland

EICK’ C. GOLD SMITH.
Commissioner of Crown Lauds.

The Latest Fashion.

The Smorlest Style,

The Most Moderate Pricei, <*A-
•oe allataured wheu deoline with so reaeonsible

a

PRICES are as follow.; The

Frock Coatand Veu from 63/-
StUIIC .IteOtloU I. I

Drew Suit iSilk-liuedi .. 84- paid to orders b) post, I
LounseSuii- - - ~ 85/- as those given p rsonally In I

and by this means Mr. Roll’s I
*Coat Ssechdisi”" business from abroad Incresses annnolfy.

A Ivee choice - Ch-viols. Serses, Flannel, and T..c-<l. can he ti d. Slate,whan writing, which preferred;
. f< rm. and Ivooklet sent free nn ai>;Jicalion. Mr Bolt m ,kes a specialityof Riding

Be- fr.on 35'-l and ■ l’,er clothes nwwl » il.ble for Colonial Wear.
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