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these ralbtways eould not give their full
feturn on their outlay. He realiced that
the present railways fell far short of the
requirementa of the future: many bun.
dreds—or, he ehould eay, tlLousands—ot
miles had yet to he made, There was
one line in particutar, and for its inau.
guration the present Government was
not responmaible, which paid only about
T/ per cent om a wvery large sum, about
two millions. The fact of the losa on
that line waa being used against the
whole railway spstem-—the South Island
particulirly—ns thouzh the whele of
them did not pay. If the Government
mrere to undertake to make all the rnil-
ways wherever a guarantee was given (b
make up any loes up to 3} per cent, it
would require to spend & very lamre
amount, pernaps 20 millions in one year.
The duty of the Covermment, however,
wag to protect the people nmainst them-
eelves. 1f New Zealand wanted to pre-
8erve its pood name finaneially, it should
mot go in for over-railroading, even al-
though guarantees were offered.

April Exports.

The vnlue of the New Zealand prin-
¢ipal products exported during the fort-
night ended April 13 i  £1.377,18],
For the full monih of April last year
the value wax £1,532.735 The princi-
pal items in the past fortnight's total
are:—YWonl, £432.703; gold, £04,129;
tallow, £61.033; skins, £31,973: hutter,
£134,770; cheese, L£11327%; frozen beef,
£41.566: mutton, £108,0636; and lamb,
[£207,678.

AUCHLAND.

A Check on Hansty Action.

“When it comes to o question of a
strike, I think the wives should have a
right to vote as well as the husbapds,”
maid Mr. L. Tregear, Secretary for
Labour, whea speaking to a "Star” re-
presentative, Mr. Tregear said he did
not wish te appear to be in any way in-
terfering with the internal working of
any unirn, but he would regard it as a
gonod thing if trades unions could find
some way whereby the married men could
have a more weighty vote in case of a
proposal to strike, “I feel quite cone
vinced,” added the under-secretiry, “that
the smanll strikes that have taken place
in the Dominion within the last four or
five years have been in nlmost every cnse
precipitated by the - more thoughtless
members of the union, and that in very
many cazes married men  have beea
dragged into striking unwillingly, They
have had to suffer as if they were fully
respon~ible for a hasty and unconsidered
action.”

£225,000 Loan Aunthorised,

Evidently the ratepayera of Aunckland
were conteat to accepl the recoinmenda-
tion of the City Counecil that £225,000
wns required to enrry out the clectrical
scheme, us only 542 votes were recorded,
Of that number, 370 favonred the Joan
and 140 were agninst it. the remaining
six leing informal, As only a bare
majority of the votes recorded wrre re-
quired to authorise the loan, Mr. T.
Usslier (returning officer) deelared the
propesals earried.

Strange Tidal Wave,

‘A tidal phenomenon isx reported frem
Hukinnga, On  last Saturday  week
138 gen rose ang receded in an alarming
manner. The occurrence i3 attributed,
by some, to & submarine seiemic disturb.
ance,

The Marine Department received (le
following telegram from Captain Hardy,
harbourmaster at Hokianga: “On Sutur-
day afternoon thers was o tremendous
pea on the bar, fram no apparent eaune,
from one hour before high water to two
hours anfter same. The Hokianga River
roae above high water mark of the lLigheat
spring tides, and immediately reeeded
below low water mark of tho neap tides,
the river continwously rising and fulling
lika this for two hours after high water.
The highest mark was reached one hour
after Ligh water. Tho bontahed was
fiiled with water, and the boata floated
s foot off the roof of the shed. N
damage resulted.”

Mr. (. Allport, secretary of the Marlne
Department, stated to & "Times” repro-
sentative Lthat according to the refereace
to the boats floating within m foot of
the ool of the shed the water muat have
been fully six feet bigher than the
highest spring tide. It is 8 peculiar foct
that the tidea are nenps at present,

Ou May 1lth, 1877, & srismic tidak

wave awept along the New Zealund coast
from Biuff to Ruasell, At Wellington
the tide ebbed nod flowed every twenty
minutes from two to four feet for fully
twenty-four hours.  Veasels at sea off
the cnaat reported having experienced the
phenomenon, Thia disturbance, it was
reported at the time. originated off the
Houth American coast, and the tewn of
Iquique, in Peru, was destroyed for the
regond time in nine years,  Two days
were occupied in the wavea crossing the
Pacifie.

On August 16th, 1868, & similar visi-
tation was cbserved on the New Zealans
coast.

Prehistorte Man in New Zealand

Mr. Clement Wragge, in tle course ot
an interview with a * Htar" representa-
tive last week. made a reply to criti-
ciama levelled from nall parts of the
Dominion at his theery of evidence of
the exiatence of prehisteric man in Neow
Zenland. “I am as sure ns it is pos-
sihle to be sure about anything, that this
country has Leen inhabited by prehis-
toric man, said Mr. Wragne, “and that
the stencs I came aerosa in the North
have been maonipulated. OF course, all
rocks are netural, The famous rocks of

Stenehenge, the DI'vramida of lgypt,
Faster lsland nnd olher HIES
torical Rrtone  temples  kave  orig-
inally  been formed by  nature,

and then manipulated by the Landa of
man, &0 with these rorks which | re-
cently examined in the North, They are
natural plutonic rock, sulseguently mani-
pulated. I do not care what people may
say, or how people may criticige. ‘lLhe
sensitive photographie plate cannot lie,
and I de not think my greatest eritic will
surzest that 1 would fuke a photo. Lhese
plates {and Mr. Wragge heid them up
for inspection) show a distinet triangle,
cups, and crosses, besides extraordinary
formalions, which no one can attribute
to anything eise brut huwan age 1
can afford to treat the ctilicism
levelled at my deductions just as I'roies-
sor Bickerton looke on criticism of his
law of partial impact. T smile at them
all. Mr., Hamiltun, of Wellington, is one
of those sceptical of my diseovery. It
has to be remembered, however, that he
was never neay the spot where I lecated
these particular rocks. His investigation
was conducted in the vicinity of Uhaca-
wal, and that is distant 18 miles in a
straight line, as the crow flies, from
where I made my discovery. DMeasared
by scale, the rocks which he examined.
and an which he bases his eriticism of my
discovery, are situated aboui 20 miles
cne way by road and water from my
find, and 25 miles by anctler ronte. So
that e was oot within 18 miles of the
racks on which 1 base my contetition of
evidente of prebistoric man in New Zea-
land. My discovery was aear Kerikeri,
and while I do not say that cothers have
not heen over the same ground, I went,
kpowing what I was looking for, wnd waa
in consequence able to nnderstand thne
signifirance of these things, when |1
alighted upon the rocks, swhich I am abso-
Jutely ceriain brar testimony of the ex-
istence of prehistoric man iz this coun-
try.™

Mr, Wragge leaves for Tasmania
shortly, on purpose to view the total
eclipse of the sun on May OLh, e will
vistt Australin, and then retura to New
Zealnnd and pursue further investizntions
in the North in search of additionad
cvidenee of the cxistence of early man
Mr, Wragre says he has beea informed
of a ceriuin cave, supposed to contain
evidenves of hiuman remnains and bones
Ligger than the bones of the man of this
day. " 71lhere i3 no renson why this
ghould not Le,” added Mre. Wragge., “Just
as you have evillence of the existence ol
the moa, and I hope to go thoroughly
into the whole gueslion on my relurn to
tae Deminion”

Post and Telegraph Basioess.

The poatal and tetegraph revenve for
the quarter ended March 31at Just 1o
talied £224,585, compared with L225,7603
in the eorreaponding quarter of last year,
Deposits in the 1ost (Hlice Savings Wanka
during the firat quarter of this year to-
talled  £2,634,034, and  withdrawals
£2,377.606, or An excrss of doposits over
withdrawals nf £157,248. The figures for
the firut quapter of 1509 are: Dreposits,
£2,486,402; withdruwals, £2,485057; and
excess of deposita over withdrawals,
£20,505.

A Destructive Fire,

A fire tliat afected Lone hskineas firms
along the water-front in Cusioma~trest
West, almosd directly ab the foot of

Albert-street, occorted on Wedneaday
evening, and accounted for a considef-
able luss of property., The Hre wrigi-
nated i the ehipbuilding establiabient
of Mr (. Bailey, jun., and beeldes burn-
g out Mr A, K- Baidey, =hip and engine
wmith, who occupicd a shup in the same
premisea, spread to the adjuining build-
ing, owned by Mesars Tyler aml Haevewy
who carricd oo bisiness as shipbnildera
in ome portien. and Mr C. P Murdoch,
wood turner aud amschinist, in the other,
Mr €. Builey will be m bLeavy loser by

the fire. The bailling, whivh was his
properly, wiy uninsured, but be bad twa

separite policies of £500 each on hoals
under constructivn and on plant ani
stock in the New Yealund Iusurance Uf-
fice. Mr A. I Nailey had his stock and
plant covered by & pelicy of £100 iy
the Allisuce Ollive, Lut he estimates bis
toss at abous £200 over the insurance.
Messns Taler and HWervey's shop and con
tents carried a polioy of L1100, but the
firm state thut the damaze sufered oin
Ye made zood by the expenditure of
abeut &

Copper Mining.

For the past thurce or foue years Fer-
gukun's Minine and Smelting Company,
Lid., formerly known ga Fergu-on's Sy
dizate, haa been straguling aminst odda
to set amelting and copper mining among
New Zealand's profitable industries, and
when, afier an early infuney beset with
ditlienltics, the company some time ago
erected a sinchiing plant awl other ma-
chinery nbt a cost of something in the
sicinity of £20,000, many of the share.
holders feib at Jong last that fortune was
about Lo shower Ler golden smilea on
tie enlerprise. DLnt, aithoongh it scemed
to Dba generally comewmded that the com-
pany's properiies were valuable, and if
wae fairly proven that with the nrees-
cary tmaterinl to provide a supply of
flux an exvellent matte of mineral could
be preduced, the cost of working and
the insuflicient guantity of ore in imme-
diate reach upset all caleulations. Yeas
terday afterncon, at the nanual mecting
of sharehalders, something of a climax
wag reached when the clairman of diree-
tora {3Mr J. M. Menniel anncunced that
aa the result of reports by experls sent
across by the Llectrolylic Smelting Come
pany of Australia, the Liggest and weal-
thiest company of the kind sputh of the
Line, negotiations fur Lhe purchaze of an
interest Ly that corporation lad fallen
through, and there seemed nothing Telt
for Yergusons Company Dbuat te volun-
tarily wind up. Counter-proposals sng-
gesting  recoustruction were aiivanced
and discussed, and the uecting adiourn-
e without arriving ot o conclusion.

Booming Auckland.

When Mr. Harold Beanchamp relurne?
to Wellington drom un olivial wvizit Lo
Auckland soame time ago, he oxpresseid
Lis amazement at the wonderinl svrides
nade throughont {he Aucklaad provinee,
and spoke eulopistically of the lrigl
prospects in store for it. Mr. Peauchamp
hap just made another visit to Auckland,
and Lis observation: anly went to con-
firm  Uwe jwmpressions he ol formea
on the eeeasion of his formor visil,

In conversation with a “Post™ ceparier
on the sabjeet of Ancklands roay pro-
apects, Mr, Deanchamp There will,
1 estimate, be an expenditure on public
worka there of about a million & year for
some yoars to come. The Uity Couneil is ta
spend a3 quarter of a million of lean
money on clectrie Fghting extension, and

I

ahout the mme amount on the firat
portion of the drainage scheme. Then

the Guvernmentl is spending £ 100,000 on
1he new diatrics post ottiee. The new
railway slation will alzo ean the dia-
itibution of a largr amount of money
on labour lwefere it i3 enmpleted. for ik
is & must exteasive uAdertaking, There

are, ton, the great harlour works poing
en, the new Fown Hall, and other ilsr-
hour Board sad corporation works io
band™

ke nctive dewclopment of the Wai-
kato,” sald Mr. Beauch wip, Mis hringing
much  wealth inte  the distrivt, and
Auckland city is natorully reaping the
benetit, The opentng wp of tie Slaori
hinds in the King Conntry should ald
raderially te the growth and impertaner
of Auckland, apd I do not see any roa.
son to fear for a steady run of pros.
prrite for some yeard so Fur oas the
Northern capitul is concerned

Oysters o,

Those who relish the deluclable agatere
will be much ¢uneerned to learn that no
North Lland ayaters are 1o e plohaed for
a year te come. With (e eginning of
next mnnth the ov<ter xegson should
open. it the AMarine Department has de-
clded that B s in fhe best interests
of the industry that na picking should
be dene for the pest twelve mnaths, and
o eluse season has heen deitared accard-

Two » aun the {oaernmsat
deebded hat in onder te prevent the
vuthle-s destruction of pealer hels, Lhe
general  pmhlic Alould net he allowed

aeerss to the ayster deposits in diMeent
parts of the Dominion Private enter-
prise was peomptly checkeds amd all pi-k-
ing wars dere under Government supel-
vision,  the  wmarket  being supplied
throngiont the ~ea<on Iy Alrough
the Government depat. The first year
that the nmew scheme was bronght inte
oprration, L1500 sackas were picked oIT
the beds at Wailieke, Tonni, Raadspit,
Great Busrier, and May of I-hands, Tha
amount realised by the wde of ae fivat
sensnn’s picking was £ aeul resnlled
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