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SWEET PEA CULTURE IN
STRATFORD.

AUND, STRATFORID,
TAKANAKL

Hy K. AL

=il awd Climate.—In this di-trivt en-

thisiasts e to contend with <nil and

limatic vowlitions which are far from

however suited for
of prass. is ton light for
the rainfall s much
~taple sait of Central
3 Leng a voleamie  deposit of
covered with ahout six inches al
de monld, i+ practically destitute
of phosplates. and although it contains
4 high entage of mnitrogenous ma-
n itseli suitable for the
tion of sweel peas.
Freneiting.— Ln order to ameliorate thi-
eomlition, 1 oxcavate the groumd three
et dbevp ad three feet wide, remo imy
all seif from the trench and nsing virgin
aoil amd eomnpest ta build akp the heds
At the bottam cow manure s lghtly
furked i, amd sols are placed on top.
- cow manure with Thload and
Tt The prace<s s repeatel in the
next laver, with the adlition of & hand
ful of .-u;u-rl.hu-phne i each yvard o
ul < an until the trench filled]
in te within mue inches of the top.
The trencit is then well trodden on, and
i~ tilled up with a very rich compost ot
cow-manure ard sifred soil
o bpaEd ted.
exhihitlen

ity inleal. The soil,

then

Euaw,

wurpes. sl
i

nonine-inel potss siK seeds o eac
The ave put eut inte a cabl
frame, the Hoop being =t well covered
with Tuue to prevent the ingress of =lug-

and =nails. Very little water i< used.
only ju-t <ufficient ta keep the soil moiat.
until the yvoung <hoors appear. A< the
ut~ aroew the ity of water may
it the greatest ¢are must
the delivate growth: do
toa mmch maisture. The
plang< remain in the enll frame until
they are ahour six inches ah, when
they are hardened off. 1t i= very import-

reased,

ol e

JUHY

A ygigantic thwer, rich rose
are ol splendid substance,

caEmine,
One of the
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EXHIBIT

Grown by

ant that the plant= should be thoroughly
iIH in onler that they may anffer very
little «wk in transplanting.

Ersetvion of Framework.--My vines are
arown o pig-wire netiing {4-ineh meshy
in rows< Tunning north and zouth. The
framework i= erected to allow the vines
to ¢limb about ten feer high. The posts
are spaced ten feet apart, and each post

INGMAN,

long stalks and fowera
varieties grown,

Sirohg grower,
lwat

AWARDED GOLD MEDAL,
G. Stark and Son, Norfolk,

1910

NATIONAL SWEET

aml,
Ui kind of vases used.

should be either tarred or charred be-
fore heing put into the grouml. as 1 have
noticed in some instances that the fun-

goid d es which artack the wood also
atfevt the roors of those vines tha: are
in close proximity to the post, The net-
ting s hung close to the ground. Imt
some growers hang it from <ix to aine
inches above the planis 1o allow ior
earthing up.

Flanting Out.—In transplanting. the

plants shonld bhe spaced two feet in a lina
on the =ame side of the metring. aml
allowed to remain undisturbed. mak-
ing plenty of root actien, until they com-
mence 1o climb. 1 theo apply hali am
ounce of nitrate of <oda in solution to
cach plant x5 a stimulaat.
nning and  Tyxin owers  will
have notired that at this stage of growih
the plants sleol out and form several
-hw)[- I get s work with a pruming-
nife, and selecting three 1o four mam
laterals. cui away e\pr_\rlnn,g elze. The
check the plants receive | conzider to be
beneticial,  These main latercls are train-
o] fan-fazhion acrosz the netting, being
tied into position with rattia rape. All
ros< growths are removed az they ap-
aml a few <ubsidiary laterals :
cnconraged from the hottom, 1t iz dif-
ficult to eapiain in writing the exareg
methad  adopted In thinning, and pos-
sibly very few growers koow how 1o
carry QU eat. but i is essential for sue-
ful ecultivation i ene wishes to ex-
hit that the vines <hould be light and
nirv. In f-\perlmmu.m" 1 have found
thar Iy judicivns praning of these <uper-
tlunus growths  the L <lems are
-(n=m_'llu~m Al and quality is added to the
Wooms. It i- unfortunate that there
are No text detailing this most
1Tt eperation, and there probably
will he pone until that great grower, M
T. Jones, of Ruabon. takes us into L
cunthlency,

siopping.—By this I mean the nippmg
out of the growth above the set blooms
intended for exhibition. [ eannot =ay
that 1 have been over-suecessi:l with this

how

proce-=, My experience is. that although
the ~tems come longer and the blooms
e | v after ~topping. there 15 a ten-
Jeney to coar=eness aml deinrmity,  Pos
“ibly experineent< in rhis direction are
nevertheless worth earrving out.
Ferding.—Doring the growing perimd
1 zivee Lwn ot three applications of liyuid
cowananure amb soot. breaking it down
until it is the volonr of light beer. When
the vines come into bl 1 apply Ma-

special =weet Pey Manure. ac
to direction-. aml follow 1hi-
up a werk with two dres=ings of
Toguid sow-manure and soot. Ten day-

ALl exhiliting 1 pive the tinal -
i+ time uw<mg Macreath's
Wilh some varietive no artificm
ares shonll e naed, 1 <6
Lo and

in |nll('l| IIlrlTl
Watering.—1t is difticult to lay down

PEA SOCIETY.

showing how effectively the Howers are set up and

any hard and fast rule about watering
as the climatie conditions vary so much

in this country. Growers must be
guided by the appearance of the :oil

and vines. Perzonally, when it is neves-
=ary to water I only do so of an evening
when the sun is off the vines, and ther

gZive a copious supply. Where possible,
s soft rain-water, but if that iz not
available, and only the town zupply

can be got, keep the water off the vines
aml apply solely tn the roota.
=hading.—When 1 decm 11 advisable to

provide zhad I cover the vines with
well-wa<hed im about seven days be
fere requiring the blooms. 1L is peces-

sary that the scrim shonld be theronghly
washed. us otherwi-e the first shower of
rain will bring eut the dressing and eause
the Blooms to be very badly spotted.
o oM
ALL ABOQUT SWEET PEAS.

Mr. Robert Syidenham. of Birmingham.
one of the leading apeciali<t~ in Englind,
Ias fn-z i=~ued in hamdy beok ferm at a
nominal price. his Illlh edition of ~All
Al Sweet Pea The booklet =lionll

be aweleomed by all swerl pen ETOWPTS
< i addition to mivi A deseription of
every known sweet pea on the market

to-dav, it has an article on “How 1o grow

ARE

HOW THE PEAY SHADED.

Thewe tine sweet peas, seme of the plante
baringg 14 feet in height. were grown by
Ay, i €. Holdeer, Poritua, near Welling-

ton.



