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Wellington's Exkibition,

“ W¥ellington “titizens aré not rushing
the secretury of the industrial exhibition
with their cheques in furiherance of the
industrial exhibition which it jis pro-
posed to hold during the coming winter.
They are, in fact, ptanding molidly aloof
from the project. At the end of March
Mr, A, F. Allen, secretary of the Wel-
lington Industrial Association, sent out
about & hundred circular letters to re-
presenlative citizens, including manufac-
turers, merchants, and business men in
general, inviting them to gusrantee £10,
£18, or £20 to assure the Association
against any loss on the proposed exhi-
bition during the winter, Mr. Allen haa
repeatedly explained that the guarantors
will stiand practically no risk of im-
curring & loss, but this assurance haa
not yet stimulated many receivers of the
invitationa. They were urged to send in
their replica before April 11, but very
few had sent an answer up to to-day.
The nine days have produced wsome
guarantees, but they nake only a smnall
fraction of the hundred to whom the
request was posted.  Mr, Allen to-day
-expressed disappointment, especially at
the manufacturers’ lack of response, but
mentioned that deluy might have been
caused in some cases by the fact that
the proposal for a guarantee would lave
to be referred to the direclors of such
firms and limited lizbility companies.
Four or five yrars ago, when it way
proposed to have an industrial exhibi-
tion here, crowded out eventually by the
International Exhibition, some £3000
wag guaranteed in twelve hours to ome
gentleman who approached a few lending
eitizens. In tlie present case mothing
like that sum was required by way of
guarantee; even if £300 was under-
written, Mr. Allen would recommend tha
association to push on with the project.
If the lotteras failed o bring in a reason-
alble sum by Monday, the membera of
the Association's financial committee
would make a personal canvass.

Better Than Music.

‘Afier four years’ absence from his
tribe, the Ngapuhi, a youag Miori, Thu
K., Ngawaka, returned to New Zealand
on Wednesday on the Turakima. He haa
Bbeen trained as a vocalist, being the
possessor of a fine baritane voiee, bud,
says the “New Zealand Times,” the musi-
cal profession has no attraction for him.
IWe appearad in concerts at the Town
Hall, Sydney, and Queensgate Hall, Ken-
sington, Lut otherwize did not serk io
oliiain distinction befure the footlighta.
There are too many trying to carn 2
gomewhat precarious  livelihood from
mueic, he found, and the thing was not
worth following up. “I preferred to pay
attention to work among my oawn
people,” he explained, “and it is my in-
tention to leave music alone and take
up farming among my own people near
*Hokinnga.” He Thas observed the
methods of Kuropean farming, and is
anxicus to sfe Mis prople co-operating
to make DLetter wse of their land, now
providing them only with the barest
necessitivs of life.

The Port of Call,

Concerning Auckland’s agitation in re-
ference te the port ol call of the P. and
0. steawers, Mr. Trelawney, generai
manager in Auatralia for the company,
zeéean by a “Posl” representative, said la
had ne infermation to give at the mo-
mnent with reference to the company’s
operation=, Mr. H. C. Tewaley. president
of the Chamber of Commerce, dented
that there was any Wellington fesling
in the matter. He strongly deprecated
the patry of the I and U. steamwers inte
New Zeuland trade being made a paro-
chial question. No far as he was aware
mo influence bad been exercised, or would
Le exervised, by Wellington commercial
e because Ackland got the service.
There wurely could not be any resason
why Wellinglon shuuld not strive for an
extension to this port? The only feel-
ing that would actuate Wellington was
what was hest fur New Zealand as a
whole, certainly not what was prejudicial
to Auckland or peculiarly favourable to
Wellington.

Wiun:ton-Tnhitl Trade,

When the Mokojn was st Pxpeete the
tohiubitants manifested great interest io
the eteamer, an the largeal passenger
weasél that had ever visited tha group.
The rerults attending the placing of the
Mokoin on the Wellington-Tahiti run are
pomewhat disappointing, ad only ten pas-
aenpers travelled from Taliti and Rarn-
fonga to Wellington, where the veasel

l.rrivad on Wedneaday, The number car-
ried outward, however, was satisfactory.

Eight FPersons Drowned,

A disteessing drowning  eccident  oc-
curred at Castlecliff, a popular eraside
resort at the mouth of the Wangunui
River, about noon on Sunday. the remult
being the death of eight members of two
families named Ludlam and Andcraon.

A number of residents had arranged
& picnic on the south spit om the oppo-
pite gide of the river from Castlecliff,
and a flat-bottomed boat was used to
ferry the picnickers across.  The first
trip waa Bafely accomplished, mnd the
boat left on a second trip with 1) occu-
pants. All went well until the middle
of the river wus reached, when a strong
tide and swell from the pea caused 2
nasty jebble, An attempt was made ta
turn back, but when the boat was broad-
sido on it eapsized, and all the occupantis
were precipilated into the water,

A fialerman on the soulh spit noticed
the eatastrophe and put off to the rescue.
He succeeded in saving two lhoys (& son
of Mrs. Ludlam and a son of Mr, Ander-
son), He then gaw the body of 2 woman
fioating. This proved to be Mra. lnd-
Jam, fightly clasping a young child. Both
were dead,

An alarm wag given, but owing te the
rough state of the river dragring could
not be earried out. TLater in the after-
noon one of the bodies waa recovered. It
is expected that the other bodies will be
taken out to sea and washed ashore along
the beach, A large party of police and
residenls arve searching for the hodies.

Thase drowned were: Mrs, Ludlam
(aged 49), Walter Ludlam {aged 201,
James Ludlam (aged 1B}, Claude Lud-
tam (aged 10), Gladys Lundlam (aged
five) ; Mrvs, Anderson (aged 48}, Maude
Anderson  (aged 18), Froest Anderspn
{aged three). The hody recovered swad
that of Walter Ludlamm. Mrs. Ludlam

was clasping Frnest Anderson to lier -

breast when their bodies were found.
Both families are well known at
Castlecliff.

Silver Coinage.

With reference to the decision of the
New Zcaland Danks not to accept the
new silver coinage of Australia, the posi-
tion is one of nmegotiation between the
New Zcalaad Government and the banks.
At the moment, it appears to be ihe
banking opinion that, as an enormaus
profit will geerue Lo the Commoawralth
ihrough the new silver couinage, New
Zealand, which has no share in the profit
on it, should nat circulate it The
seigniorage (or profit) on the coinage be-
longs theoretically to the King, but ac-
tually to the Government en the Com-
menwealth coinuge. The Commonweallh
Go ent makes abeut 43d in every
ghillirez, wlile New Zealand has ta pay
one shilling far every ahilling of the
Tiritish coinage, and the profit goes to
the DBritish Governmeut. ‘The time ha3
come, it is held in aome guarters, that
if Australia is to have her own silver
coinage, the Dominion of New Zealand
should have hers; or, if the (ommon-
wealih silver is to circulate here, then
it should be effected at a profit to this
country, aud arrangements with New
Zvaland <hould be made by the Common-
wealth Cavernment to (hat end. So far
a3 can e ascertained, there s no deire,
at leasl in New Zealand banking circles,
1o change Lhe design of the Imperial
coinage cirendating in this country—no
wisl to zubstitute the head of a Maori
rangatira for that of Edwardus Kex VIL,
or the Royal coat-of-urms for a kiwi
couchant. Kyem suppesing arrangementd
are made between the Govermment of the
Commonwealth apd that of New Zra-
land faor the latter to participate in the
profits arining out of the mew coinage,
it will take aome time hefore legislative
astion to give cffect to it oanm bo earried
out. In the meanwhile, the Commnen-
wealth silver will have no mere than &
sentimental or numismatic interest for
Now Zealanders. Visiters or travellera
returning from Auetratia will no douhb
find it very awkward if they come hera
with poekets full of {he new silver, for
it will iave no more chance of becoming
cutrent here than French franea ar fiers
wman marks: for., as has been maid, if
the banks will not take it the traders
will mot take it aither. There must
rbortly be a lot of the new ailver monry
In eireulation in Awstealia. There ia
to arrive in ATl £2000M0 warth of the
new money in ile [ollowing auma:
£50,000 in shillings (alrendy in Auatra.
lia), £100,000 in flarina, £23.000 in wix-
praces and £ 25,00 in threepenny pieos
Gilver withdrawn frowm the Ausiralian

banks to & correaponding wmuunt of the
new silver will be forwarded to the Hrl-
tish Governmert. The schedule to the
Comnenwealth Coinagre 1l shows that
the new silver ¢oins have to % thirty-
seven-fortieths of fine silver and three-
fortieths  alloy. The Connuonwealth
Treasurer may cause to Le made brouze
or nickel coins, as well as silver and
gold. Hitherto the New Zealand hanks
have drawn their supplies of silver from
Auwstralia for convenience and to save
expense, and have returned the worn
rilver to Lendoan via Australing but New
Zealund has been jgnured altomether in
the matter of the new silver coinage hy
the Commonwealtl, which fas assumed
that it would secnre the seiuniorige an
the circnlation in the Dominion. 1Tence
the trouble,

Our New Goveranor.

It §a efMficially announced that Sir Joha
Dicksen-Teyuder. DR.O., s to surceed
Terd Plunket in the Governorhip of New
Zealand.

Tord Plunket las been granted the
Crand  Cvoss of St Michael and Kt
Gieorge, of which order he j« at present
n Knight Cowmunder. the honour being
granted in recognition of his services
while Governor of New Zealand,

The nume of Lord Plunket's sucemssor
will not be knewa ta many of tine people
among whom lie is to live for the nest
five years. ®ir Johm Dick=om-Povnder is
a Baronct of Reoteh deseent, and is now
forty-four vears of nge. lady Divkson-
Povnder is & daughier of 1 H, DL Dundas
and the sister of the second Barom Na-
pier of Magdala, and she was married In
1886, They have one ¢hild —n daughter.
#ir John i3 a gon of Rear-Admiral Joln
B, Dicksen, and assumed the name of
Poyrder when he inherited cettain pro-
perly from & maternal unete, Sinre 1802
he has heen canuected with politics, and
about five or rix years ugo came Ints
prominence hy leaving the Conservative
ranks and goiug over to the Lilerals, the
point of divergence belween and his
former party heing the question nf Tree
Trade. In additivn to his political career
he has taken an interest in municipal
matters, having bren a momber of 1he Ton.
don County Counpil for six years, SirJohn
was cducated ab Harrow anl Oxfnrd,
aml subsequently went intn the Army.
e saw serviee in Routh Afrien, rerving
with the Wilta Tmmperial Yeomanry, in
which he holds the rank of Major, and
acled as AL o Lonl Methuen.  For
Tia sevyviees in Africa Rir Jeln reeeived
the Queen's medal with three anil
alzo got (he DRO. The baronetey, of
which Hir Jnhn fa the sixth in line, was
ereated in 1802, and wax a reward for
the wserviers rendered by Admiral Rir
Archibald Dicksen, during the stroguele of
the Dritixh fleeta against Franees Sinee
then there have beoen i nuiber of wailors
in the family, ami the title has heen
leld by three admirals aml ene eaptadn.
The present lolder af the title inherited
fram his uncle, Caplain Sir A G, Dick-on
of the Royal Navy.

AUCHKLAND.

Advances to Workers.

Hince the st January this year ho
advanees hive been wmade Joenlly o work-
ers under the Act, All applications have
been refused without reasonm, snd Mr.
Toland L been moving in the matier,
He infromed our Wbl correspomldent
last week that the Ixpnriment has de-

cided 1o continue  loars  to o
workers, providing ihe dwellimes, are

to be  crrected  in each i
Hitherto, Inans weregranted for ndditions,
purchases of residenees, and paying off
mwortgaes,

Native Bchools.

— =
Rishap Averil! returned from his Faat
Caast tanr last week, and went on ta

Napier. The Uixhop expressed himself
as highly delighted with his visil and
the intere-t shown in chreh work hy

the Munris of the Kt Uonst. He was
particularly impressed with the work of
the native eehinal trachers, whom he
had aeen nnder dilferent &eta of circnm-

atancea. Tle had atuyed  with  them,
and visitil them in their hronen and
sclinnla, aml was quite confideat that

they were duing aplendid wiork educa-
tionally, socinlly, morally, and religimiw
Iy, They wore exervisiygr w great anlln-
ence hoth in and out of the sehools, and
their work was ane of the lwst cle-
ments lie hud encownlered.  We prexily
appreviated theic wark vo belisli uf the

Maoris, arul cousidered it {o be nne of
the moxt striking things be Lad witness
ed un the coast.

_—

Gisborune High School.

The Hon Geo. Fowlds on Thuraday
perfurmed the cercmony of npening the
now High School buildivg, Tlhere was a

Large  attendance. The  proceedings
were favoured with glorious  weather

The Minlster approved the ducision os
ihe povernera tu estublish o schook on
Irond muwilern lines, Umwler the pro-
posed seheme albost three-tiftha of the
work will be cotnemon to all courses, the
remainder bring more ar lesa specialiaed.
It was wn attempt to provide reason-
ahie, eflicicnt eccondary educatioa for all
X

Death of Mr, W, Williams.

On Satovday, at Olahukura, Mo Wy
vern Williama, son of Moo T2 O Williams,

nf Auckbind,  waz o futally shot by
rifle, An inquest 4 held on Soudly,
before Mro L. 1 Dweerolt, voroner, und a

verdiet was returned thal decvaaed cae
to his death by 1the secidental diseharge
of a ritie while in his own hands,

It uppears that Mre, Willuns made up
a party {o gn ont and =~hout rame wild

cattle, The others went on aml  lefe
the decensed behlidd, cheaning hia ritle,
Apparently  the weapom, whiclh was o
magazine  rille,  was Jonded,  and  an

handling il an accidental explosion fel-
Towed,  The sound of & ~hot was heard,
and on rusbing hack, deveased was fuupd
Iving on tie ground, with a hullet wonnd
in the Lefl Lreast. Twilh was instan
{aneous.  The Ludy  was  hronghl te
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