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Oop);rlxht Story.

By CAPTAIN F. H SHAW,

HE “Uriah B, Juggins” had made
two uneventful voyages, and al-
ready Captain Jinks was surfeit-

. -- ed with ennui, - . .

“A dog's life, thut’s what it is in my
‘opinion,” he observed nastily to his mate,
who was trimuming a pet corn with the
bo'sun’s sheath-knife, “Eat, work and
sleep, thut's all there is to do. Ne ro-
mance, no change, no nothin’" - .

Mr.. Themas sliced off about a xqua
inchi of his second toe, because of the
vigorous stamp that Jinks gave on the
toaly deck. When the mate got aft to
the poop again—Jinks thought he was
going to break off the bowsprit by the
way he clung to it amd yelied—the cap-
tain had grown purple in the face with
simple joy. Thomas was merely crim-
son with anything but happiness.

“There’ll be somethin’ mighty startlin’
happenin’ soon!” yelled the mate, hob-
bling ubout on one foot, and nursing the
damaged member tenderly,  “N'pose I
bleed to death?”

“U've heard it's o painless way,” re-
torted Jinka sympatbetically.  “And a
jew mate might liven things up a bit.
Gandness knows they need it.  You've
got nu sense of humour, you aven't.”

“Oh, faven't T?7  Anyw I don’t make
a blame® lLotharier of myself over every
petticut what shows in the offin’. ['m
‘umorist enough for that”

“Well, when I finds the piece of skin
youw've sliced off'n your toe,” sald Jinks,
with n broad smile, "Il keep it. My
scic-lonts need new soles, my'ow.”

Thomas hald nothing to say at the mo-
nent, amd went forwand, with Liz very
eyes bristling. Happening to discover
the Loy asking the cook if he wanled a
new cover for the eeal bunker, because
be'd  just  found  the  sliecd-oft corn,
Thomas vented his ill hmmour on that
youtliful truder and then leaned sulkily
over the forard balwarks, trying (o think
of the slurp anxwers he might. have nule
to the. skipper if he'd anly remenihered
them in time. He thought about =0
maiy that his good-nature returned. and
when be found the cook boiling a pair of
punls I gsked him Facetiously if e was
yinning short of meat for the seup for
the erew.  The vook luoked on him out of
steam-filled oxes, awd sail he'd never run
shirt of meat so Jong as there s SO
el dashed cheek going about. Theres
fore Thomas went aft, and squinled at
the barometer.

“You was talkin® about menoteny,” be
gaid after an hour to Jinks,  He vist an
at the weather as e spoke.
u think there's w gmle comin’ up
from the sou-west?  You wen't complain
aboat sameness then, T reckon.”  Now, if
theve ¢ one thing Captain Jinks hated
sworse than widows, it wax a gale. Thongh
he had nsed the sea as Loy and man for
a matter of thirty-live xears, to say ne-
thing of & eouple of trips in n steam
eoliicer, e had vever got over a slight hut
yery  efficacious  temieney  towarnls  sea-
sickuess. 1t was no matter that he .
eribed it to pickles and tinned mes
geasivk he was whenever a storm coune
on.  When ke followed the mate’s plnnee
and saw the steely wlitter thitt was conl-
ing over the =ky, nml how the piled
cloud-masaca were shutting out the sun,
he put hiis haud to the pit of his slomach
and emitted a low pgroan.

I tell the eook to fry some of that
gowd fut laean for supper,” said Thouas
cruelly,  CI1 settle yon down cowfort-
ably fur the night. s poin’ to blow
like wal, ¥ou see if it won't. T wish T
Sadn't pawneldl my oilsking te buy beer.
TE you'd bLeen generous, 1Td ne
needml to.  But then—well, be
Sa vor'll have to keep on deels yoursell
all wight.” :

“I've gut n spare swit of oilsking,” sabd
Jinks ivgratintingly. “L intewdsl giving
them to yun for your birthday,  Aud they
sren't bad ones, neither

<1t wia my birthdey last week,” said

“Pon't

Thonwas, you needn't pretend to be
wot you nin't. Tesides, it’s the enptain’s
duty to Keep vn deck when the sea’s

rongh”

Jinka was pninfully aware that such
wits (he ense, but he loathed the prospect,
A gale was & eapital thing to talk about,

Ih_‘t'b_eMatter of a Derelict.

when o weman's sdmiring eyes were
glanciug timidly at him, and a soft voica
waus whispering: “I do think sailors are
brave men!” but in reality, with wet
decks and a howling wind, it was some-
thing very unpleasant.

“And, besides,” weut on Thamas, “a
wettin' allus gives me teothache. It
takes the best part of o bottle 0° Lraudy
te keep the henemy at bay.” Jinks re-
membered then that his medicinal brandy
had ull been used up to placate the conk
when that individual had refused to ferve
a meal on the occasion of a publie holi-
day. Apparently there was nothing for
it but to aecept the situation, and do the
DLest, Then a solution presented itself.
It was almost trivial, but it might work.

“Lida't 1 hear you saying that the po.
tufoes were all done” e asked the mate.
“We might run inte Mudhaven—it’s only
furty wiles aeross the shallows, and guet
sUIME New ones.’?

Clt won't work,” grimaced Thomas,
“There’s six bags of spuds yet.  Nasty
ones, ton,” he sald with a reminiscent
suifl.  “All spots an’ pimples. I did
liear the hos™ say that he'd been fed on
various things during his time at scn,
but never on pigs meat, But T s'pose
yew'll not mind wot Lhe erew sava.
Yen'll be thinkin’ of them there golden
suvrius yon're savin'.”

“You mind your own husiness,” snarled
Jinks, to whom the suppestion of mean-
nesy was o sore peiunt. It rankled. be-
ease e Knew at the back of his miud
that there was veason in the stugnestion,

“Well, that’s god nothin® to de with the

male.” =aid Thomas, as 2 werey wavelet
frisked over the brigantine’s bow, and

Lurrted aft in a whirl of s Jinks
wiped the salt oul of his exes, and Jeaned
runinatively over the side. Heo was fool
ing unwell. Iix stomael was severnl
sizes too large for his Lody, and it would

mnot keep in ane pluce all the time, There
waE also & weird dizziness in his head.

“Tisn't as if the Uriuh wag u seawor-
thy craft,” waid the mute, who was clew-
ing tobaceo with callous zest,  "Nhe ain't.
She's a hug in bad weuther.  But these—
thut’ll only make you uneasy, so 1 won't
say any mure about it. UOnsly, I'm glad
I can swim, Dy the way, did you notice
ow the ruts went oshore fast tinwe at
Limchouse Reach?  Tvery une of ‘em
went; but thats only a silly supersti-
tion.” Ile went below, leaving Jinke lo
the ecompunionship uf his vwn thoughts,
which were not plewsuut, For the pal-
lant skipper hnew that his whip was oot
all that could be desired.  With the ab-
juet of hastening the day when he should
be uble to leave the calling he detested,
and settle down in comfurt on shore,
Jinks had stintel repairvs to the eralt,
aud she wus new growing in every tim-
brr. and leaking in wvery seam,

The pale wus rising. ton, Every fresh
gust nf wind had wnadded foree, and 1he
upper timbers of ihe bipantine wera
cracking ominonsly,  Jinks cailed out the
Linds, and redueed sail. and then, with
Lis oilskinsg wrapped closely about him,
and feeling miserable in every inel eof Lis
body, e set to work to keep harassing
thought at bay. Tat thou he tried to
think of every little epixode in In Yints
that haad studded his chequered vareer, he
waa umible to keep from brooding aver
the possibilities the night hel. The
North Hea was getting its hack ap now,
A long sueeession of fouming. sursng
waves swept up te the Tabouring craft,
and deluged ber from stem to stern in
spray. Jinks knew that it was going to
e bad night, but hew bl he adid not
fully realise until the raok came aft, and
nskad hime what e was going to do about

t.

“Aboul what 7 asked the mystilied ang
thareughly miserable skipper. .

“Why, abaat this ‘ere pult o wind, [
witshted my shirt this afternoon, aud aeg
it in front o the galley fire 1o dry, an®
Tere 1" gone wied got wol throwgh, An'
it's the only one, toer 1 think you'd et
ter make for shebter.”

Bat Jinks sent the cook forward to the
acettnpanimenl of suele pheases s wmade
e wan of pots ard paus - i
causcl hime to take down a primy note-
Bonk aad the stub ol o peneil, with which
Te entered the sKipper's observilions Tor
farther nse.

The pight shut down on the foaming,
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Avvonding  to wast bachelors, bahiea

exporure Lo tlie eliments and wtern
tinues to Lhink 1hus undil e breonmes g
Lorn with every wovt of Jusury, and

GOUP DABLE

ought to be hoedenwl early in Iife hy
treabiend penerally. The bachelor con-
marr 1w Then he Joada Wis fest-
[THRIE] lmulrmug 1.hc-m'y ity imlulgeut
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hail came tearing down out of the son™
west, and they smote the skipper pain-
fully on the fice.  From the lighted
cutin Lelow he eould wmell the scent of
hut coson brewed in @ toniate tin over &
Musl lamp, and. the thought of his wmate
taking Lis euss mude bim wild with rage
and envy,

“You'd betterr vorne en devk, pud not
skulk nway there like a wonwa,” he welle
e, lifting the skylight, past as a vicigus
v hartled over the il
alkin' about women.” said Themaa
neeeditatively, Tifting the tin o the Tamp
with the tail of hix coat, “uw abouat that
wobian at—"vre, wal do you think you're

ul e might well huve asked, for the
had deseended to the cabiag, awld
hd deluged  him. The oo was the

worst sufferer, aml wis thrown away in
lisgust a mannent luter.
ink<, with sopwe approach
ta cheerfulness, ' ot e ouly un-
ventfortabile mwan abord this <lip new.™
Fron below, throweh e gusts of the
sl e the soul of Thonas” ks,
Heoseented to b slistirhed sonwewh
Midnight vame, and funnd the s
nuchinged
hanler.
hand=ome

-

atiun
that the winl blew stil]

as hoeing
reits swirled
infinite durkiess, and played a
pane of S, PSS, e Lo 1y ner ™
with herselfl as she lenped wod Kicked (o
the heoel and e af the raving <eax. In
awell-found v with plenty of sen-
roomn, there was notling o canse any
nun the sl test. apprechiension, hiot
dinks began to o ger e aml more (dis-
mayed s tinme adrove on.

Black forms showedd wp ant of tlee dark.
ness, nnd presently the whole crew of the
vessel were mustered on the after deck,
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1 ton as we cauld”

growled the ol “hot we afo't eold
bBath mawines, Ouee o yene’s ciongh for
the Tikes o' moes and this is omlevent.

Besides, 've lieeke my pigpe in the dar
Jinks et duwe fo the <puity
cabin, oul told thew o make themrselvies
corfartighie o Ui mate’s e, ik
presently there was the sernbling of
Leavy fort om thie wornlon Tinlider g Tl
Lo the vnddy, s Fhemas el -
edo Tinks dbd woe see Bia until e was
at hix elbow, awl when e spoke e
shipper ondy just sasved Binee'f fram e
ing overliaed by elateling
which swunwe him over 4ot
of the ileel o instant Tuter,
Lind hord,”™ el

sent

(hi bwwiny,
obler side

Thoomas,

nta my e ST
eovieped over cnnl b aliresay aone
TS e Fodicho’t ook, Line L hened

Lhings swisliines il

A UETITR I Aoty fterward s

Tiim

Cirently -t will b Lo vk
e Do witl ar o sosuedinge sl o -
lowy el water was in e well, o e

vedurped oy that lie nonde i vigh fret
sl rising faat,
“What «all we
slow e, svithe fee ey
voive o the
AV drink oot

Qo™ sl Llinka
e over N A
o,

hil,
nuithswered, It
ta e supplicd the Bl
e Ao leaye el Teosaid owith
ezt WSl S o ik o s bty
an’ mahe for the shoreg T h

U ean eave oer 0f v ik
Sinks watntly, s U eaptuin
and FIN Stiek to e <k T cabin
By e to whisehe U1 <tivdic 1o e
ship, fads™ o Diis teeth, bl hie
wibs promigst Ly Kieked Dnto ae sy ppers

By the nute

Tindanhtediy the <incdion was <evious
in the extresne, CFhe gale was ool -
i w,oand, dmlevd, ~hoaed wimnn

~itr n

of diminntion, bl tleere was o sohilen
Teawe bo dhie Trbcaactine that tald of laer
sarry plicht, T was a guestion whether
she wonkd Tive 11 moornings

P ety beldnd ™ waid I HTHY T
fully. 1t was oot that lie il
with any Tand s of diovan
With tlae WO U was alasger

o bricentine, there was errtaindy mars
moa s Teat,

SNl Ao wan't)" snapg dothe pnde
YoOwN we ot o sshore, withont yon,
dn v think? YVouwrse the ouly mman
wot™ poboany money, an' oweld Tk

protty Dliwhters landin® with anply poek-
cts, an® all the pnla shal, G,

SYee, we' o male vero e with ua”
bl the erew from the alrkneas,
Jdinks went forwned despairing'y, found
thee snmmding rod. and unserew
Tl Tirasa cap that goanded e w
1+ We wlippeal (e vl atown, anid
drew it onpoagain with hated beat
Then he wavreiel 00 2i vt e s
lieht, and waw that it marked nine fedod
of waler in the hold He made np hia
miml awiftly,




