
English artists. These evidently had no

attraction for the intruders. .' . The

picture cannot be negotiated in New

Zealand with any degree of safety, whilst

its shipment out of the country should

not be a work of ease without the send-

ers laying themselves open to police
scrutiny.”

As it turned out, however, the thieves

soon found a way of turning the picture
to account, and as the result of negotia-
tions with the Mayor (Hon. T. W] His-

lop) netted a cool £5O. The picture
is city property, and of this fact t'he
thieves must have been well aware. Im-

mediately after the theft, the Mayor re-

ceived a letter signed “A. G. Ransom,’
demanding £ 150 for the picture, and

threatening personal harm to Mr. His-

lop should he attempt to take ad-
vantage of the knowledge con-

tained in t'he letter. The writer indi-
cated the Sailors’ Rest as the place
where correspondence might be addressed

to him. The letter was placed in the

hands of the police, and Mr. Hislop sent

a reply. The spot was watched to see

who should take delivery, but the thief

was not to be caught so easily. Some;
one else, who was very excited, called for

the letter, and instead of shadowing him,
the detective on guard took him into

custody. It transpired that he had
been merely spoken to in the street by
someone he did not know’, and asked to

call for the letter. He was therefore re-

leased.

The holder of the picture then changed
his address. He wrote a second letter,
in which he grew cheeky, and joked
about the matter. He said that if they

thought he would be fool enough to call

for the correspondence himself they were

very much mistaken, for he knew that

the place would be watched. He men-

tioned the column of tlve "New Zealand

Times” in which he could be communi-

cated with. The second reply by the

Mayor was not "lifted,” the thief hav-

ing grown more suspicious.
In each letter there was a threat to’

destroy the picture to the size of a

postage stamp unless the money was

paid. The thief at the same time wrote

to Mrs. Rhodes urging that something
should be done by her, otherwise he

would destroy tiie picture.
Mr. Hislop continued to receive threat-

ening letters, and the police seemed iG

be getting no nearer to the solution ot

the mystery. It was therefore agreed
that £5O should be paid to save the

situation, the money being handed over

to a person named. The exchange was

accordingly made, and when the presi-
dent reached the academy at 11 a.m. on

Friday, July 17th, he found the picture
waiting for him.

The Hon. T. W. Hislop was inter-

viewed the same evening by a represen-
tative of the "New Zealand Times.” He

said that in his opinion the best thing
had been done under the circumstances

to prevent the total destruction of the

picture. “If the picture had been my

own personal property, I don’t know that
I would have paid the ransom, but being

a public gift which could not be replaced,
and one that was for the common benefit,
I decided to act in what I considered to

be the public interest. I hope that the

culprit may yet be tracked down. The

fellow got some pretty severe frights,
and is not, I think, likely to repeat the

job. It is to be hoped that the Fine Art
Academy will in future take proper care

of this and other pictures placed in its

charge. I may add that the whole busi

ness was not managed by me at all, and

the picture was brought to the academy
by an intermediary.”

The Oxford Manner.

What is the Oxford manner?

It indubitably exists, for one is con-

tinually hearing of it, whether for good
or evil. “What’s the matter with your
manner? There’s something I don’t like
about your manner,” an editor—a man

who came from no seat of learning, but

had, so to say, sprung up outside by the

irrepressible force of his personality—-
once remarked to a young contributor

who was proposing to do some work for

him. “It’s the Oxford manner, I hope,”
the young man replied. “Whatever it is,
it’s a <1 disagreeable manner,” said
the editor, closing the discussion. That
is one point of view; but there is an-

other, to which Gladstone once gave
utterance. He could, he said, bestow no

higher praise on any human being than

to say that his manner suggested the

typical Oxonian. What, then, is the

"formula,” as mathematicians would say,
of this manner which affects different

people so differently? The typical Oxford

man, is, shall we say, is just a shade

more convinced than other people that his

mission in life is to instruct and civilise

the intellectually dark and barbarous

places of the world, but is also a shade

more careful than other people to qualify
himself to speak the last word on every
subject under the sun before calling for

silence and speaking it. Moreover, when
he does speak it he speaks it very’ quiet-
ly, as one who feels quite sure of him-

self, and is not accustomed to be contra-

dicted. Of course, it would be easy to

enumerate Oxford men to whom the de-

scription is inapplicable. One would not

apply it to the Nash of Jesus who became

Reau Nash of Bath; to the Burton of

Trinity who became Captain Sir Richard
Burton; to the Russell of Exeter who

became “Parson Jack”; or to the Hook

of St. Mary Hall, better known as Theo-

dore Hook, who offered to sign forty
Articles if the signature of thirty-nine
did not suffice. But there is, on the

other hand, a preponderant number of
Oxford mon whom the definition does

fairly well hit off. It hits off Jowett,
and Matthew Arnold, and Arthur Hugh
Clough in one department of life, and

Lords Lansdowne, and Milner, and

Curzon, and Mr. Asquith in another;
and they are, on the whole, more typical
than the men whom our first list enu-

merate.

“Hewers of Wood and

Drawers of Water.”
AREyou going to rest content in the

ranks of the underpaid.
“

Hewers

of wood and drawers of water.” in-

stead of striking out for something

higher
Economise the precious hours of

leisure by learning something that
will help you up theladder of success.

ENGLISH

ARITHMETIC
BOOK KEEPING

are some of the most important sub-
jects we teach by correspondence.

Write for our free illustrated Pros-

pectus G.. and let us show you what

we have done for others, and what we

can do for you.

GILBY’S
Correspondence College,

Next G.P.0., Cathedral Square,
CHRISTCHURCH.

DAWSON’S Pe''fecti""

SCOTCH WHISKY
SOLE AGENTS:

HIPKINS & COUTTS, Auckland

B*® 9 T'm From the first doge of OZERINE J
9 9 9 fitH cease in al moatevery

case. It!

iP 9 9 ■ & i lsUl K,’re(i permanently the very A
9 9 g worsteaßes of Epilepsywhen every

9 9 9 other remedy had failed. English

CUREDitB
Lti> . Aucklandk Wellington,XZ I’reparedby

I. W. NICHOLL, I’linnna.-I Chemist,

a, HIGH STREET, BELFAST, IRELAND,

Headache, Indigestion,
Constipation and Biliousness,

The iinnienso number of orders for

Frootoid*, sent by post direct to the Pro-

prietor, is convincing proof that the pub-
lic appreciate their splendid curing power
over the above-named complaints.

Frootoids are elegant in appearance
and pleasant to take; they are immensely
more valuable than an ordinary aperient;
they remove from the blood, tissues and
internal organs waste poisonous matter

that is clogging them ami choking the

channels that lead to and from them.

The beneficial effects of Frootoids are

evident by the disappearanee of headache,
a bright, cheery sense of perfect health

taking the place of sluggish, depressed
feelings, by the liver acting properly and

by the food lieing projierly digested.
i’rootoids are the proper aperient medi-

cine to take when any Congestion or

J’.lood I‘oisoii is present, or when Conges-
tion of the Brain or \poplexy is present
or threatening. They have been tested

and have been proved to afford quick
lelief in such ca*es when other aperients
lia'« not done any good at all.

Frootoids act splendidly on the liver;
a dose taken at Iwd-time, once a week, is

highly beneficial.
A constipated habit of body will be

completely cured if the patient will on

each <»e<«a*ion when suffering take a dose

of Frootoids instead of an ordinary
aperient. The patient thus gradually
become- independent of Aperient Medi-

cines.
Prien, 1 (>, Chemi-Medicine Vendors,

or thr Proprietor. \V. («. Hearne, Chem-
Ut, Geelong, Victoria.

NAPIER!
• - ff ■

THE BRIGHT AND PROSPEROUS CITY.

Illustrated Book of
~

100 letters will not

NAPIER VIEWS. / tell what can bs con-

fer fifty beautiful f/ —

Teyed to yOUr ,rle“ d’

pictures and descrip- / a °°® y-
tive matter. • SEND THEM ONE.

»

Sold by ALL STATIONERS and “DAILY TELEGRAPH,” Napier

The en on the Spot

/F For BICYCLES

w i gr W-VW motor cycles

OjjOfo JUVENILE CYCLES
REPAIRS—SUNDRIES

■Sw wWI Write for our 1909-10 Catalogue, Machine and Sundries sent

post free or freight paid anywhere in New Zealand.

SKEATES & WHITE

58 Queen St. AUCKLAND. Open Friday Evening*.

Cor

Coughs ga
SeSI and

Col ds

1 SORE LUNGS S
When your lungs are sore and S
inflamed from coughing is the gK

ga time when the germs of 99

jSJ pneumonia, pleurisy, and

consumption find lodgment EJa
9ga andmultiply, gw

DR. SHELDON’S NEW®
O NEW DISCOVERY for®

COUGHS and COLDS stops the g9
cough, heals and strengthens eS

ggj the lungs. It is a safe
and never-failing remedy, ffii
Small dose. Pleasant to take. E|9
Every bottle guaranteed,

Obtainable from all ff
xA Chemists and Stores

Zjg* at 1/6 and 3/- -
Hospital size, 5/-

THE GREAT REMEDY.

X
GOUT **

& RHEUMATIC PILLS.

Strongly recommended by the late Dr.
Hastings, Dr. Rainskill, and other noted
doctors. BLAIR’S have proved themselves
for many years the best cure for Gout,

Rheumatism, Lumbago, aud Sciatica.
Purely Vegetable. Sure and Safe.

All Chemists and Stores, 1/ aud 2/6 per box

JOHN ROUTLY,
ARCHITECT,

28 EMPIRE BUILDINGS, SWANSON-ST.,
AUCKLAND.

Mr. ROUTLY is a Practical Builder and a

Graduate iu Architecture. Designs and

Supervision for anything, from a Cottage
to a Mansion. High Building Construction
after the American Steel Frame System.

Reinforced Concrete Work.

METAPHYSICAL HEALING.

DISEASE and Its Cause being
Mental, material “remedies” only

relieve temporarily. Consult Mr.
Henry, Psycho-Phvsiclan. No Drugs.
CORNER OF SYMONDS-ST. AND

WELLESLEY-ST.

Telephone 2718.

|= -TH E —--=j

GRAPHIC FUEE

STEREOSCOPES

Stereoscopes for use with

the pictures sent out at

regular intervals with

the Graphic are supplied
GRATIS

To Annual

Prepaid Subscribers

and should be applied for

on Subscribing or Renew-

ing Subscriptions. Appli-
cation should be for-

warded to the Manager.
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