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Honest and Above Board,

HE purity of municipal life has
suddenly dawned upoa our wty
will light rellected from Napier,
and the Couneil bag emroed a

renolution of cleansing lorce and sweep-
ing vigonr,

ttere it i
in the opininn of this Conn-
raph 1) of soction 42 of The
Carporations  Act, 10K 1e-

Munseipal
lating to the disalitication of ceuncil-

Jorw be amrended mo that the exeeption
Lhercin eontained will read as follows:—
“Other than as a sharehokler 0 oan in-
eorporated  company  which  eontaing
1 lwenty amemboers, and s nnt
» enmpany, ad of which suech
s not a direclar or peneral man-
assuociation or partuership
more  Lan twenly  Juen-

Jrersun
aper, of an
ennsinling uf
bers,” ]

{2y That, pending such alteration in
the law. this € ouncil shoudd decline to
wecepl oany temder Erom any eolnpaey in
which a councillur i & shareliolder, and
which does not eome within the exerp-
Linn above setoout,

This is Uorough enongh not oaly in
suweat improvement to the rest of the
Irominisn, but  compel  improvement of
the Weliplon practive.  Every one
sreed during the diseussion that nobedy
f ever done wnything wrong,  Sowme
persons had been aued at by a certain
resutulion fnr information in the shape
of returny of eontracts aml that sert of
1hing, and these persims had it out on
the Noar of the Couneil. ‘They hal very
Lenestly aml with the very best mutives
—une of them in o protesting speech
weennsl Lo o so far as (o suggest with
the mative of  beneliting the Couneil,
whiclh gould not pel contractors to ten-
der 1o its work whove o certain volume
—supplicd goods to e Counell, thougl
Lhey were not within the teach of the
exceptions mentivined In the resalition,
The plea wad in vain. The general opin.
pon owas that Lhese very pood Councillors
had dome an indelensibly bad thing. The
Lon interests had nat ellered | it
W teue, Tl 3f a bl pruvtive was cnn-
tinued there might not always be the
mmie hotest mea to tefrain from abus-
inee ite Pherefore the Conneil passed
the veolntion, with the addition of o
tag forwarding the same o the Moniei-
Conference about to et I a few
week=, Lol whatever the donferenee
may ot Ts elear ad ey light that the
Weltington ity Pathirs will for ever
S their Bine azainst i recierenee of
Lhe Bislory of llu kst st ad above
board as it Lo Luwen,

There agrecment among Lhe

cil's

s el

@ilicons, Wt as there are always
grinmblers for the sake of Tmparity, so
theere wre ATise wlhn L that Alis
chamza must have bhuen sl by imypro-
privices, and Chese e on Knowing
who were U gailly partios. ol what
e impropricties are of  which they
otgzht te b eonvictedl Here wae fouel

tophisrn out of which the T'hilis-

i diely amd rapidly develeped,

The apuestion of Torming Tmited Ti-

¥ vomainivs ia pot disenssed inocon-
serpnener of Lhis business at alll Fvery
e who Kuows syl abonl business
knows That inun ordinay privade finn,
eath of o partner slops Ghe bush
mid that al any time the pernicheti
of ane rtner nay make  jrre
tronble, o My in family partnee-
whip<, whieh are, as every one knows,
1l most Hable to distnrlageees from Lhe
perananl equation. At the same tine,
nooee waails anything cl=e bot 1he yaje
Taidl dewn by the wwtion. 31 theve are
enly certain firtm that can papply tha

riLy requiteiments weloguately, there is n
rewnon for thelr  principals to either
velrain from  formimg  the  ordinry

Jimmited Tability vompany or o keepr ouk
of Ui Counil, By Ueir wwn showi
Nlr-_y will, Ty wtuyige el and supplying
1heir nuh-pr-m\nhlu ponls of ool quality

awd cheap ratess do more ol e Hhie
rity th by eatering in awl breaking

the wpirit of the ity rules,
The City Purac.

The Maynr muile a review of Lhe rity
finuncinl pokition wt thin mecting of the
Council whieh haw greatly pleased Lis

friends. These have always held that
Dr. Newmun is & very able expynent of
public affuirs, This eprech reminds
themn how the wteadily working Doctor
used to do his Parliomentary work—
how careful he wag always, and bow full
of detuily they de not forget to point

out that his grip of the city tinances has-

justilied all they have ever said about
the standing of their champion, and they
are in preportion grieved at his persis-
tent refunal to remain in the Mayoralty.
It wus & ¥ery practieal statement, and
it made the mont of some very guod fig-
urey embodying exceptional results, The
vity has pzid its way, and been econo-
miral during the year. It has success-
fnlly establishied a gystes of accident
i “on its own'; the tramway
revenue has nached the unprecedentad
figure of £4N.400, with a net proiit of
over £6,000, and is paying for same ne-
cessaty extensions; the electrie lighting
has distinguished itsell by the patriotic
fead of inlroducing & metal filament light
which lhas diminished the revenue con-
silerubly by giving the citizens more
light for less woney, making them & pre-
Kt ol £3400 on the year's woerking, which
money, sl the Mayor, remains in the
poekets of the cilizens; the eity has
waternd and made ¢lean and swret the
high lying  sububh of Northlands b
Windestown, at a cost of only £20,000,
and iv doubling the supply of water from
the Wuinui-o-mata; lastly, the rents aml
Tatea are coming in fairly without wnu-
auad delays, On the whele, the cilizens
Tive reason {0 be proud of the financial
o aml of the enpable manner in
which it was put before them by the
Mayor.,

The Mayoral Contest.

The conlest for the Mayeralty has
produced a4 promize from Mr. Wilford
that in case of election he will resigm
the Chainmanship of Commiitees, There
will be, therefore, grief in politieal eir-
clow, where the ubility and impartialily
of My, Wilford's reign in the Committee
chair is well urderstood and highly ap-
precivted, as something that has net
been seen in that plaee for many yeara.
The ambition from which Me. Wilford
suffers is acknowledued to be highly hon-
eurable, of course, aml everyhody wishes
him well, At the same time, his politi-
enl friends nf hoth sides (for hoth aides
appreciale Mr. Wilfard in the chair)
oljiet 1o any inderfevence with his poli-
t usetnlnesd, Tle iv showing remark-
able kuowledge ot the rity's affaira, and
why not, secing that he lay fought -
aned fost—fonr Mavaral ¢lections, Hia
vladirman infrodueed him the other night
an o linead descendinnt of Tobert Truee
and the Nphler. Whereat the andienes

Liiughed. The Dritish public always
litees o ° meon” wlhe vomes up amiling,
no amitter ow often he may he knocked
lawn.

On the Money Market.

The wuevrss of the Toan has beon mis.
tnderstond for a time, as there are pea-
inelinett 1o repard the aecount as
g Lo some of the business loana
aulhovised wemler the legislativn of lust
yenro i the Premice has removed that

ingessinn, Causidering all things, the
#ubseription Ly the pullic of 80 per
conts ol the laan is very good. The

miderwrilers are for the woment Jeft
with the Lalanee, Lut (hey will in all
protbility et that ol wilthout much
delay, At any rade, they are satisfied,
and that kettdes the matter,  Our finanece
% seenre, anyhow.  We enmot, of enurne,
convedal from ourselved {he fact that it
wonld have Teen better if we lad met
Twitlhe an oversubseription—if, in other
words, the Joan Lol been rusled, But
an we were by nomeauns abone in the mar-
ket, dlus resudl s nol Lo be regarnded am
any il bl satisfactary,

Rallway Revenne.

Mr. Miltar's annountement in Aunbra-
Tia of the dorge vavess of a- nuazter of w
lmllmu i Lhe railway revenuoe, is a sterl-
g pivee of news, which has ru-]nluul the
Dearta uf the party,  In Uie face of Lo
agitation fur the {formation of a Norlh-
emortilway league for Lthe divisinon of
the railway wpoil every year, aomet
al the wort was nrcesaary, Tha ‘Min
ter of I'ublic VWorka hea given s fuir
roply to the demanmd, shawing (1) that
Lthe lut Squthern railway vote waas
largely vrprescutative of past evemtsy

and (2) that the Northern road vote
st year was very much larger than the
Boutbern.

The published railway figures show n
great prepouderance of profit for the
Northern divisions, the net revenue be-
ing £416 per mile i the North, egainat
£314 for the South. This, on the capital
account of each, worke out at 3.82 per
cent, against 3.06, In figurea (thiy is
tlhe case from the Oppasition point of
view) the measurement is a profit after
paying all expenses, including interest, of
£10,000, against a loss of £82,000. The
hat four-weekly period of the yeur ia not
included, but the difference cannot be

affected substantially beiween the rail-

way acctions of the two islands. The
North has cause to rejoice that the time
has arrived when the superior resources
on this side of the Strait are making
themselves felt. This is a fice contrust
to the earlier years of the system when
the profit of the Southern sections was
80 much larger, That, however, was
owing to the more rapid developing of
the South from obvious ecauses. There
15, morcover, nothing in the Norlh te
mateh the white elephant of the Otago
Central. Tt ig added in some quarters
that neither is there a white elephaut
like the Midland with its tremendous
tunnel, of which it 38 said that the con-
struction will reflect mare eredit ou the
eomatructing engineers than on the man-
agers, who will take over the work in
due time. Of theze worka, it is not neces-
sary to enter into a detailed defence.
Suflivient, for the purpose of the discus-
sion between the rival claima of North
and South, is it to point ocut that for
neither of these worke can the regime in
power since 1891 he said to ‘he re-
sponsible, The Dominion was eommitted
to them by fermer administrations, The
Libera! Government had to da the best
it could with the legaey to which it had
fallen heir, Ag w counterfoil, the South
used to hold that there was another
white elephant in the shape of the North-
ern ‘Trunk line. But that line is proving
itself something very different; and it
must be confessed that the Liberal Go-
vernment finished that line with some
energy, and in the end much concentra-
tion, There was a railway Ieague in that
caae, it must also be coufersed.

The P. and O,

The Avuckland agitation in re tha
atcamera of the P. & 0. i3 not resented
here. Tut it is scarcely to be regarded
as favoured. The question uppermost

.the strike

1910

in many minds is, “why should everyw
body have to go to the end of the island
to embari?” Maoy pecple prefer the
idea of not having to take traim o
steamer to Auckland for the purposd
when it would be so easy for the P, & Oy
boat to call at Wellington on an altere
nate schema. The matter, however, hasg
not a very merious interest as yet for
any one.

The Powelka Hunt.

Iowelka, who walked out of an openy
door, has been keeping the ecountry,
lively aver since by walking into s closg
bush, The state of tension it would ba
impossibla to adequately describe. Buf
the country is thoroughly roused, the
police are cut, and shots have been ex«+
changed. The end is bound to coma
soon. \We can, at all events, congratus
late curselves that this is not a eountry

in  which the rocad agent haa any,
friends.

Nothing Sacoeeds Like Concilintlon

Mr Millar has told the Australians
that we have discovered here, apropos of
guestion, that nothing sme-
ceeds like conciliatior. His point is thet
the new system has made conciliation
really conciliate: that, in cther worda,
wa have retursed to the original idea
underlying the compulsery Arbitration
Act: that we are Keeping the compul-
sory principle in the background for
emergeneiea, - Xf the Australians are
reasonable they will see that at all
events thia country, if not to be branded
absolutely as a land without strikes, is

. on the high road to become so—parily

by the sort of comciliation which relics
for every case o the expert knowledga
of both sides in that case, and partly on
the compulsory principle, which leaves
the irreducible minimum of unreason to
be dealt with by the Court. Arbitration
is poing to win through after all. Al.
ready the judge of the Arbitration Court,
which once never got free of ita work,
new continues to pgive much of his time
to the Supreme Court work. ©Of course,
we Wani coounon sense every time, and
31 i3 on the cards that the new system
inaugurated in 1008 will get it for na
every time. When everybody recognises
that everybody cannot get everything he
wants under the system, the system will
apsert itself im the way originaily in«
tended for it. And thst is the approach
of a great {riumph after all.

[ HE'ﬂb GUINNESS
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