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, The Weekly Graphic and New

Topics of the Day.

By Our London Correspondent.

THE BRITISH CRISIS.

PREMIER AND PARLIAMENT.

SWIOSTAND OR FALL BY FUDGEL.

LOXDON, Felwuary 3.

N Monday eveming  he. Asquith
ls was calledl upon 1o “face the

msie” With o few hours of

the  delivery  of  the
#peechy, by
npon the

King's
wilich the Governnent called
Commons to deal

betore

wilh {he
fianctal cituntion
conntitulinnal gaestion which
J<ta, Lolwur mendbers, il
tandienls anxiuns Lo put in tha
firsl plaee, the Premder was defensding
the plan smder whivh the “velo fOrat”
domnml wis ~ot aaide,

Mr. Bulfoue aponed the delate on the
Address. He weleomed the stalement of

tuckling the
Natonal-
ool many

were

KING™ SPEECH GRAMMAR.

My, Baifour’s peaeral cunciusion as ta
the results of the eleciion waw  that
no one kuew what the setiled opinion
of the country waa on the Ludget, on
Hame Rule, ur the Hogse of Londa.  An-
other cunclusion he drew was that the
MMonse wanll probably pass a Budget
of which the constitnencies a< a whule
didl nol approve, and Chat it would de
50 because seme of the coustitnencies
want another great and revalutionary
clhange, of whirh the majority of them
lave po knewlwlze whatey

mome searufnd allusions we

miule ak
{he eud of the Opposition Leasde

4 ro-
miarka to the reference in the King's

speeell to the House of Jornds. Twa
different polivies, Le ohserved, Bl heen
enbisdieill in one ungrammatical senlenee,
He was earcful to peint dut that it
Alinister<, awl not  ilis Magesty,
wha were Tesponsible,  The grammar ol
a King's speech, he said, was not alwawvs
guall. “Numetimes it is worse than the

wis
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that & TLiberal- Ministry cught not fo
mect a new House of Commons ubless
it secured in advance sotne kind ol
guarantee as to the vontingent exereise
uf the royal prerogative, I tell the
House quite frankly I have receiveit na

such guarantees, and I have anked for

no such gusrantees.” -

The Prime Minicter laid it down as
{he duly of a Minister to keep the
Rovercign and the prerogative of the
Urown aitside the domain of party poli-

ties. Ue declamd  that, il necessity
frose, he should not hesitate to temder
to the Crown suelh advice as the exi-

pencies of the gituation demanded, "Buat,”
L sabl, “to ask in wdvanee for an in-
definite exrreize of the roval prerogative
in vegard to a measure never even sul-
mittel to or approved by the House al
Coammona is a reques<t which no econsti-
tntionnl Minister eonlld properly make,

nnd which {he Hevereign conld not pro-
perly grant.”?
Alr. Asquith then Iaid down lofors

the Houwse the conrse of precedure pro-
posed By the Government,  Apart from
the time to be givein to fGonanee, the
spsefon =, if the Ministetial progrumma
e enrvied. to be devoted to the topis
af the Lards Tn the i
there iy to be a resolution, -
tion is afterwards to e emboulied in o
LilT, to be carrivd thyongh the (ommons

PARLS,

An the Dimaginative tourist expeets to find it

wlinizterial pood Intentions made in the
Kings speceh with regard o the Navy,
Then, Tuening Lo ihe vecent clection L
ity resufts, e remarked Chat the isaue
Shad primaarily beed the dadget. “On the
Kadget,” | Nirmed, “the country lal
pronownerd. t this there wu= a Liberal
clirer, Turr to the quarter from
which i proceedal, Mr. Balfonr dnity
conbinued: "L am nut guite sure what
it Las pronoumeaed, Dat oal all events
it has  pronoumend™ -an eleervation
which sent a ripple of iughler over tha
House,  Mr, Taliour had something te
aiy  aload {he whirh the
cleetion Ll plaved Mz JJolin )
anmb Bis friemla. e pointed ont that
the Natlonalists laul refosed in the lash
Tardament to voble amiinst the third
reaulings of the Finanee WL hecanse they
vibd the Home Hule d=<ue as morg
wrtant than Lhe fianeial dssue, As-
suming thal they wanhl adopt a simtilar
attitmle in ths Parliament, he pointed
out “that Home Rule had notr been one
of the dominant issnes of the election,
"1 have had 1% sperches of Cabinet
Ministezs examined,” he obsrrved, amid
laughiler, “and in oone sl ouly wag
1l u Juntary reference to Homao
Hole,  Ministers,” he said, “have per-
#iasled every Irishman thal 1lome MRuls
is a thing they are struggling for, anl
they bave loft every Englishman and
$colsman indiferent on ihe pubjet.”

position in

grammar of even e mo-t jlUiterate mag
i the Cabinet, 1t pertainly  appeard
to be so on the present oevasion,”  Mr,
Bulfeur hailed the  ambiguity of the
Tanguage 1has eriticised as showing ghat
the Goverament lund not itself smade up
its muml as te the precise character of
e ehanges it intended to introduee into
the Hlouse of Lorda, Tle eapressed the
heope that whatever change was intro-
dneed into our Consiitation, care wonld
he taket that it was aot made the spore
v a chanee oajority.

THE PREMIER'R PLEDGE.
Asanitls turn vame peat, e
i bold front, aml there was no-
i his mauner to show that he
el the oceasion s at all excep-
al, though o few words at the end
i his speech showed him to be fully
cotscinis of the faet that the f(ate of
hiv Miuistry  was  trembling  in the
ba linee.

Ite sann eame fo pgrips with (e difi-
ulty r Nationalist demand,
CIf, Le said, “"you are to get Home
Lule or any one of thoso changrs on
which the learts of tha I'rogrewsive
pariy—iLe three parties on which (la
Gvernment rely for ita mnjority—are
set, thry must e preceded by the abali-
tinn of the Lords’ ¥ete,”  Alr. Arquith
then rame to his Albert ITall “pledge”

le denied that he intended lo convey

in the course of the present gession. The
resolution is to be presented at such a
time that the govevaiog principles of
the AMinisterial policy can be debated
and determined before the House rises
for its spring recess. The Dudget is ta
be reintroduced, unchanged except in
some immaterial matters, and also passed
Lefore the wpring revess. The (uvern-
ment will staud or fall by the Budget,
and will stake its eredit on earvying it
through the Commons.

IFOSTILE NATIONALISTS.

Mr. Keir Iardie intervened with the
question “wheiher it ia intended fo senl
the resolution to the louse of Lords
before the Badget passes fram the control
af thiz Housc.” Mr. Asquith replied:
I di’t prapose to send the resnfution
to the Lords nt ali” The importanca
of thin queslion aud the reply becama
appitrent in the conrse of Mr. Redmond’s
speech, For the Nationalist leader, whila
showing limself onsatistied with the
Ministerial poliry outlined by the Pre-
mier, supporird ihe compromize thus
kugprsted hy the Labour yepresentative,
“luntend of sitting on for monthe,” gaid
Ar. Lirdmond, “ploughing the samla with
o fulile discussion on the clauscs of a
bill which you have received notice wauld
never pass, yvou eught then"—after the
puhmirsion of thr resolution to the Tordy
—*"tao ask guarantces from the Sovereigug
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and il they were refused you should
4t once free yourseives from any respom
sibility for  the guvernment of = the
rountry.?

The Nutionalist Leader held that IF
would Le n disastrons polley to puss the
Budget before the Government had Te-
veived any assurance that the Veto Bil}
wonld reach the Statute Rook in thiw
Parliament. *We cannot in this matter,”
he aficmed, "“walk blindfeld, We cannoff
be a party to a policy of ploughing thas
Bilds  onct more,” rnd he ended by
stating that the Nationalisla eoull no#
seeept a policy which contemplated the
continuance of the Governmeut in offieg
without any grarantee that the Vetq
Bill would be passed this year,

RIGHT-ABOUT-FACE,

On Tuestlay the debate was continued
Ly My Barnes, the Chuivman of the
Labuur parly.  Ouly five days befors
he had declared that the “Budpet first,
Vil weeoml!™” policy would nnt be aceepts
able to the CLabour party. He now,
found hinself under the painful neees<
sity of having te execute a vight-about-
face, and to tell the Io that he and
his wolleagues were preparel to aceept
that pulicy.  Tle pressed for two con-
ditions.  They werp tlat the committea
we of the old Budget shonld be taken
a4 whole withent unnecess<avy delayy
and “without giving any powet of dis-
cussing it to the new memlwrs” and
thut the eoming year’s Budget should
fllow the Veto Bill

o far from having anthority to in-
sist, as e did i last week's manifesto,
that the veto shonhil be taken lLicfore the
oid Brrdget, e had to say on belalf of
his eollearunes that they wanted the old
Mndget 1o go throngh, Nor was tho
abile o respert hig declaration that tha
cuntintance of the Government in office
without aesnrvanees from the King re-
aranding Lhe Lord<' veto would not be ac-
veptable to the Tabouwr party,

=1

ML WAL O'BRIEN DECTATES WAR.

The Tadependent Nationalists' declara«
tivn of war against the Rudget came
soon afterwards, 1t was deliversd by Mre
Wi O'rien, e deseribod the mission
of the Independent Nationalists a3 being
to deliver Trelanl from a Budget which
would “miake Home Rule a curse instead
ol a hlessine”  The net practical resulf
uf the situation, in Mr, (YBrirn’s opins
o, is that Jreland by its own aet wak
sadidted with a scheme of Imperial taxa-
tion that would spetl ruin to any Irish

; . and that was a “Haritions
Act of Uuion  He declin-
that Home Rule was an

hwlieve

el to
impossibility till the veta of the Ilousa
vE Lords had heen abolished, and he ex-
pressed the apinion that the Bulget wag

A mare serious o ele than the Housa
uf Lords to sw ful Monre Rule.

The Latter part of the delbate was note-
worthy for the development of what
Taoked Jike a rather zerious Liberal re«
volt.  The Miuistry was severely eritis
cised]l by lalf a duzen Liberal members.
Mr. Wedvwoad roundly declarved that the
Govermnent did not mean husiness, and
called upon the Premier to resigm, whilst
anolhier member Llontly stated that if
ihe Albert Hall paolicy of “safeguards®
was sot the Alinisterial policy, the Gas«
vernment would “have to gt support
Tor the policy from the people.”

8o embed the general debate on the
Adiiresa, and it wust have Leen with
frelinga of rolic that Ministers on the
morrow found themselves able te turn
their backs on such topica as tho Albert
Hall pledge, even if it was only to find
themselvey face to face with the ques-
tion of i

TARIFF REFORM. B

This subject waa introduced by Mr,
Auslen Uhamberlain, who had tabled ax
amendnent capressing regret that thy
King's apeech contained no mention of
any proposals fur “enlarging the markel
for Rritish and Trish produce and ine
vreasing the demands for Jubour by a ree
form of onr ficeal system which would
promote Lhe growth and stability of oug
home trade, provide means for negotls
ating for the mitigation of forcign tars
iffa, and develop our oversca tradeg
tlrough the establishment of a systemy
of mulua! preference between the dife
ferent portions of the Kmpire,”

In ihe course of a vigeroua apecch, Mry
Chamberlain showed that the demand foa
produclive labour in Great Rritain had
nat kept paca with the growtih of tha
population, and amid cheera and countes
cheers, urged that the real test of anyk
economic nyatem was that it shonld pros
vilo comfortable wibsistenee for the

Comtimued su page 63



