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R TOM GALLONS latest book

“The Clay  Roud”

[Long), though, on the whole,
enlertaining, suffens from ex-

ersuive wentinentalim. Bt is the story
of o humorous adventurer, who poses s
the lonz-lost wou of an extremely short-

{rreat

temrpersd okl gentleman, with  whose
nivie he 1y [alla in Jove. 1t
sommewhat bl Mro Lovke’s  ©le-
Toved Vierahond.”  But Mr Locke™s vaza-

bl wa arlist and n eonrtier, and
Mr Gallon™s ix enly a vagabogd,  Never-
Eleleas, Ay, Gallon's book s, an wsual,
erninently reuladle,

Anvalting roview arr: “Charles
Dickens,” by Mr < K. Chesterton (Me-
thien), and “In the Canaties with a
Camera,” by Margarvet d'Este (Methuen),
Both of which way Le obtalned at Wild-
man aml Arey’s. An extended peep into
Mr hestertom®s book w delighted usg
Inwyomd measure, amd b eomvineed 14
that not only is Mr Chesterton’s heart
in the rght place. bub that it is a very
hige heart, aml that its owner Possesscs
that fine taet amd delicate diserimination
that dx born of a keen and superlatively
sympathetic nnderstanding. Na  qappre-
cintinn that haa ever been penned of
Churlex Dirkens has moved and satisticd
(hia appreciation of Mr Cheste
who las canght ami imprisencd
thie n‘pir]l, of Dickedn tween the covers
af o work that, while steering <lear of
persanalities unconuected with Dickens”
Titerary carver, parips with ap interest
altnost paininl, Miss CE-le will Tie ze-

menbered wa the writey of those charm-
Tner reenrds of explorations in Corsiclt
mk Majvren, and profusely illostrated,

B Lhiis Toaoie T,

The Febrwary “Toakman™ cantains, he-
eides ite wsinal fentures, o splendid sketch
of Me T 1L Uannor, Liest huown as e
Foumder of AT and P W
T ™ by M Ashley (lilon. Spaee th
s Farhiil= one giving 4 synopsis of s
article, which j< written with an enthu-
pinent wortay of its snbjeet, Me =t
Tl Adiack lsmrses lieenrsively anil
clarnently oo My Thomas Hardy's
“lines Tanehing-locke™ (3 Tamniltan.
41, While not denving that My Hardy
Ys poetie Bty M Aedeo deplores
And  therefave  opideal,

it pessin
nlidy,

* flere ieoa veres which is said f.u he
A comden-ation of Ale Thamly's philoso-
phy sl whivhi Tis heenn taken from
the prem entitled. Tle Aljures Tovei—

M1 ek of ame who plums
Titws dim profonmls

e whin al e
e views and eectain
Bt- after Tove wlat comes?
A seene that Tors,

A Dew snd vacaut hionvs,
Aml then, the curtain”

Tiperi=liable  stufl. - mt
ol of Ve earth cartin, is the sum total
of AMr. Adeock’s opinion,

i R EEORI I
ecinlurly notive of the me
ol Aleredith, aml Mreo Manriee
Forman o veview  of  the
i whichh Tas been aeritien by
Mefath, amd published by
shten, at b onel,
Quitler Couch writea pleas-

sonad

an

pessimistie,

ribudes a
wrind elition
Buxion
AMereikith
.
-

Flimm=

Ingly and feelingly on Su-an Warnrr,
gntlier of that led® book  for wivls,
CPhe Wile Wide Wearl L™ 1o achielr <he

Bas been inspived e a perasal of the

Biveraphy  of this guthors weitlen by
hoer sisters Amnw 3V Warner, (4L P
Pratmon ol S 1 s nnr savpris-
ing to Lear that “The Wide Wile
MWorld™  was written auder fiameial
ktrain, ~uperimdesl by her father's evie
dent penchant Tor Tw suits, In v
cines 11 i< pleasing 1o hunw low preak

A owpreeres Phie "Wikle Walde Warlil™ minst
have Deen Tron every point of view,

REVIEWS.
Hoppy Hawkins: [y Rolert Alosan-
der Wosan, (Rostin: Small, Maye-

and ¢'n, Aucklind:
3,46

Thia fu n reatly eapital story of (e Par
Weat, and the hero (lluppy llawkin)

nanl Wildnan

anl drey.

is ity cheonicler. “Happy” is a cowbny,
employed on the eattle ranch of Cast
Kteel Juadson, who, as the nomeaclature
piven to him tarcuphout his distret
will indicate, was not very euayv to get
along with, Cast Rteel has a daughter,
whn is abeut gix years old when “Happy*
first comes to the Juwl=on ranch, and
the story turas on ithe fortunes of thia
chilil, in which *HHappy®? takes frst hand.
Not that Happy marries Judann’s dangh-
ter, but she in neatly driven Lo it by
the st steel Iwhavionr of her father.
Who she did marry must be discovered
by the reader himself. As is fitting in
a Far West story, there is plenty of
sheoting, in which Happy especially dia-
tinguialies himaelf. A chapter that is
devoted to the account of how Judson's
ranch was attacked hy 4 pang of despera-
dors in very exciting readiuy, while the

w Zealand Mail for Apnl 13,

Sovervign lad act his real of approval
upen the latter. This is a story that
whowa liow, temporarily, Menry Tudor's
will was overridden Ly an ablot of
Rlussholme, later to Le punidhed by a
dispossession of that religious house, in
favour of the lady of Hlossholme, who
had been eruelly used by the afore-
mentioned abbot. Mr. Hagpard has in-
troduced a serne in which the generuaity,
which was sa marked a feature in the
Tudor character is markedly displayed.
We regret that space forbids n further
mention of this beok, but we can assure
our readers that nothing that Mr. Hag-
gard has ever written will add ‘moare to
his reputation than thia “Tady of Eloss-
kolme,” which eantaira an example of
feminine charneterisution unequalled in
feminine characterisation unequalled by
any af Mr, Huggard’s former creations.

The Concentrations of Bee; Lilian

Bell, - (Boston: L. C. Fage and Co.
Auckland: Wildman and  Arey.
Price, 3/6.)

Toverg of Lilian Bell’s fascinatingly

cute stories, whose scenes arc mestly

Ariist's Witke:
George s “Goad Leavens, its awful!
Warniuge to be pointed in bis roles7T
AArtistts WiFer Wl
“Wel), Ty
ey dress enstinued™

Geory
Carden

clupter tlat tells of lappy gowng ond
i Alie world to make a fortune isoalivers-
ing o the Tast depree, We like Happy,
il we Dke Bacvbara Judson, aml we are
nol suve we do not dike Casy Steel Jdad-
coraus wava, In-
son's bhoek alto-

son, despite his cant

deed, we Hke Mro W

pether, soud canfideatly recommend it as
shrvewdly  humorous, breezy, whole-ome,

exciting, aml wholly  absorbing.

The Lady of Blossholme: IT. Rider
Tadder  and
Wildman and

Hagrand,
Stoughilon.

i Lomdon:
Aucklaud:

Arexv.e Torier, 362
Whatever sabjeei or periol Mro Hae-
anl chopees, e whevever e acts s

seenes, he isoabwars eminently readalile,
amd Lo us oa delightfal coampanion v our
Imara of relaxation, Nevertheless, ww
nre ) this dime e s et s
YRS mi, al the more so sinee
he has whosen the period of Heney Twidor,
Trom which to draw the <dramls of Uhis
partivitlarly dbne vonanee. These who
vigh for the =gowl ol dass™ would do
well ta reul “1The Loy of  Blossdoolme »
aml learn the stabe of Abe rural Kng-
Bl of thaet dacaes T these ditvs of vapil
winl wnfe Leansit, it b4 dillivult e realise
the dditfenttios ol e diang nf A
Jonrney lastinge daya an those times, that
woanld Lo secomplislied inoan Tone in
these, 1t is alzo dittiealt, in these Jdaya
af tolevation awl libeyty of aclion, to
ronerive how eoelesinatival w in thase
dayz gyverrode Lhe civil, even though the

“Wiat op earth™ the

just remembered

matier with yeu, George?”
Vou know the AMayor is coming this

i lent them to I'inka for his Covent

il in or on the borders of Upper Bo-
Temta, will find this book hetter if any-
thing than its predecmssors, and, indewsd,
will venew their aequainlance with soma
former Bell characters, The heroine of
thin excesdingly =mart series of coups
i= a former acguaintanee, one Bee la-
throp, now an adorable vouny widow,
whose immenacly wedthy, byt misesdy,
Lusband has left her dependent wpon an
oquaily miserly sister, {o whem he has
leTt the bulk of his fortnne, and, indeed,
all of it that 8 readily reveuue-produe-
ing. Jow Bee plots with the subtlety
al a Maeihinvelli, enlisting everyone's
assistanee without their heing aware of
the faet, and how she evenlually enzens
Wer crabbed sister in law, by getting ber
a husband, into giving her 4 handsomae
Ineomne, makes upoa s af nverwhelm-
i inlerest, which
wr oean heartidy recommond o admirers
of jight litcrature.

1510

The Woman ia Question:
Reed 5cott. {l.ondon: J. B. Lippin-
cott and Co. .Melbourne: Georga
Robertson and Co., 107 te 113, Klizas
beth-etreet. Price, 3/6.)

By Johm

Readers who love a blend in which
romance vieg with the commonplace, mys-
tery with the too apparent, und comedy
with tragedy, cannot do bebier tham
invest in this book, which abounds in
all these things, But Mr &cott's charae-
tera are invertebrate, which is a condi-
tion we wholly abhor, We love a vir-
tucus heroine, we are not sure that we
whelly detest a wicked heroine, if she
is only wicked enough, And we have,
on neeasion, found ourselves admiring
villain of the decpest dye. Dut we have
never been inveigled into admiring ‘&
heroine who could hit a man when he
was down, or a villain who did not go
the whole hog. Mr Seott’s plot s all
right, its action natural, his situations
are dramatic, iz denoucwment in keeping
with the boek'a reneral scheme, But hia
characters are puppeta, and the wires
that work them ate over-slack. Never-
theless, we believe that as a picture of
the American social life depicted, that it
is a faithful, if an unideal, reprezenia-
tion for which the secial life of Americs,
wihich differs esseutinlly from the sneial
life of ulder e¢ountties, 15 ta blame. Wa
are indebied to Gueorze Robertsen and
Co. for gur copy of “The Woman in
Question.”

Songs of the Happy Isles: Ry Muud

Tencocke,  {Wellington: Whitcombe
and Tombs.  Auckland: All book-
- mellers,  Price 3/6.)

Mention has from time to time been
made in the columns of the New Zealand
Press of Miss Maud Pracocke, of Auck-

lund, as a poetesy of mo mean order,
We  have just received A copy
of a collection of hes poems, en-

titled #Songs of the Happy Isles,” which
is being issued by Messrs. Whiteombe
and Tombs, Wellington. In a brief and
modest preface, the anthoress hopes that
Ter verses may find appreciation even
ameng true lovers of poclry, and prove
an earnest of Dbetter work to follow,
The first poem is someliing of a key-
note to the mind in respect to her work.
1t commences, “I seek  the  perfect
thing,” wud concludes—

“Though T mor win nor wear
The peerless gem 1 sing,
In thnt | fave T seek.
Nearer the Perfeet Thing™

1t is recognised that there is n wilda
diversity in ports and poetry, as alse
in the estimation of what constitules
woml poelry. some readers even thinking
that tle best which requires a charge
of daynamile to diseover the contents.
We incline to a definition of poetry as
Beautiful or herci¢ conceptions  musi-
eally  and felicitously  expressed, which
definition  fits Aliss  Peacocke’s preseng
elfort., and if she realises the modest
ambition of her prefave—of doing hetter
in future—she will have few compeers
in the colomie The bong iz bowwl to
tind its wuny into every home of refine-
ment, and possesses in a particular mea-
sure the quilitien sought for in a gift
heok. The book is neatly and tastefully
bound in a stout Limling, and the quality
of the paper aud print leave nothing
1o be desired. We heartily congratuluate
Miss Peicncke on her premier essay, in
bhook form. and cordially wish her “more
power to her clbow”

—————

HUNYADI JANOS 18 the nperient
sater pur excellence,  The nverige dose 18
o owineoiueefnl  taken  before  breakfast.
watire berself has mingled itm chief 1n.
groallents, sulphate of mapiesin and Rul-
phate of & In surll ideal preportiona
1hat this Water acts  proaptly  withoent
grlptng or other discomfort, and_ may bhe
usrd for many lenglh of tlime npd at aoy
perled of 1lfe.

"  Pens.

C. BRANDAUER & Co.'s, Ltd.
Circular Pointed

Eeovan w t 3

Prize Modale, Anti-Blotting Series.

- Ask yonr Storekeeper for an
Waorke: Elrmingham, Engxinnd. aasorted Sample Box.

‘These series of
Pens nrither scratch
nor spurt. They glide
aver 1he roughest
aper with lhe ease
of a soft lead pencil,

Attenfion Is abo
drawn to their patent




