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England’s Election Crisis.

HQW THE GREAT WAR WAS WAGED—
TARIFF REFORM VICTORIES.

LONDON, January 21.

HE tide of the General Election
of 1910 has Aowed steadily
favour of the Unionists, but it
ia praclically s certainty to-day

~— if anything is eerain in poli-
tics — thal it im bppossible for the
Tariff Reform party to gain sufficient
seazs to commuand a majerity in the
Parlivment that is to be over the com-
bined forces of Liberaliam, Labour, Boe-
iali=m, and the Irish party.

[t i4 al:a deecidedly improbable that
the Liberul party will be “Masters in
their own house’—that is, for the Go-
vatumenl to be indepeadent of the sup-
port of the Irish party, Unless all tha
portents are Dopelessly wrong. the
ofticial Liberals will oot have half the
seats in the new House, and the most
eptimistic of ubeir partisans do not pre-
dict for the Liberal Government a ma-
jurity of more than 83, This was the
number of seats held in the last Parlia-
ment by the lrish party, and it is prag-
tically certain that they will return as
many members to the new Parliament.
Thus & future Liberal Goverzment would
be absglutely at the mercy of the Irish
party. It could be defeated nol merely
by an adverse vote. but by the Irish
refraining from voting. as they did in
one notable instunce during the last Par-
liament.

‘I'he cutlook iy certainly disquieting,
and to-day peopie are asking whether wo
have gone through all this pelitical tur-
moil in order 1o enthrone the Itish party
my dictators in the nmew Parliament.

At the time of writing it eertainly
lookd like it, and the chanves of another
peneral election within the space of a
few moenths appear to be distinetly rosy,

The polling throughout the country
has been very heavy up to date, no
fesa than §3.1 per cent of the total clee-
torate having recorded their votes, as
woainst 8203 in 1906,

The main features of the election have
teen the great increase in the Urionist
il the reduetion in the Socialiab votes,

The following tabler give the total
amnier & electors who had polled in the
310 English, Welsh, and Seotch cons
glitneneies, the veturns for which were
availaide this morning, eompared with
tlie number of votes recorded in the same
constituencies in 1006,

e,
Tuioolet ..., 180214 Lz
Tiberal ..... L2311
Eucinting ..., A8 it

Here are a few results in point:—

Majority. Malority,
105, 10.
Literal Tnionist.
Annderland L., 5T bl
eston ..... 1675
1'ortxwcath 4350
Lireenwich 1200
Chatham Tenl
Kent, Toob . pAS (1]
Middtesvz, Breutford 403 oy

During the election there have bern
nme  very remarkable  “turnovers,”
ciiefly in fuvour of the Unionista,

FIRNT BLOOD TO TARIFF REFORM.

The apporing pelitical forces came to
prips on Naturday. when 74 constitaen-
cics were polled. Of these at the disselu-
tion, whe Liberale hent no less than 56,
but aa the reault of the day's fizht they
lost 16, and ouniy gained 3, leaviag tho
T'nionisin to Yejoice overT @ net pain ol
15 scats, three of their gaine being in
Laendon.

Un Monlay 194 reats were at stake,
and the Unionints, by winning 48 of them,
maade 3 Bet gain of 14 siats, They also
bad the besl of Lthe arpmment in those
constituencies where the representatives
romained unchanged, for they inereased
their majority in 20 constituencies and
decreaned liberal majorities in 24, On
the other hand the Libernls only reduced
tho Unionist majorities in 8 cazes, and
\crensed their own in 12,

WILL CROOKS' DEFEAT.
The most notable festure of the day's
work was ihe rejection of your reeent

visitor, Mr. Will Crooks, by Woolwich,
and the defeats of Sir John Gorst, Mr.
liarold Cex, and Mr. Jebb,

Mr, Crooks at the last election secured
a majority of 2112, and though his friends
were somewhat afraid that his lengthy
absenee from Tis ‘constituency would
operate against him to some extent, few
imagined that he would fail to again
defeat the Unionist cnndidate, Major
Adams, However, the Labour member
failed to keep pace with his opponent,
and en a poll of 17,135 out of a pagsible
18,433 he was beaten by 203 votes, the
turnever in favour of his rival being no
less than 2407,

In Dattersea Mr. Jobn Burns had a
very stifl fizht against the Unionist, Mr.
A. S Benn, his majority of 1600 in 1908
being reduced to 533,

Mr. Augustine Birrell, the only other .

Cabinet Minkter to face the music om
Monday, retained his seat at North
Bristol, but his majority was reduced by
nearly 1600,

As usual, the City of Loudon remained
faithful te its traditions. and returned

the two Urnioniste who represented it In -~

the last Parliament, namely, the R, Hom,
A. J. Balfour and 8ir F. Banbury. They

were returned unopposed in 1906, but this

time Rir H. Bell unexpeetedly threw down
the prauntlet om bLehalf of Free Trade.
Hix chiance from the outset was hopelesa.
One pecaliarly intereating contest on
Moenday was that at Portsmeuth, where
T.ord Charles Beresford and Mr. Bertram
Falle stood for the cause of a atrong
navy and Tarif Reform, and won two
seats for their party by substantial majo.
rities involving a turnover of nearly 7000
vutes frum the 1000 figures. L

RADICAL REBUFFS.

On Tueeday poiling took place in 50
constituencies. with the result that the
Tariff Reformers captured 13 seats. as
againzt the Liberals™ 3,
where the reprisentations remained un-
changed the Radisal majorities were de-
creased in 13 instances and Ineremsed in
5. whilst the Opposition hal largely in-
ereased majorities in 5 constituencvies and
only three majorities reduced.

The severest Tebafl teceived by the
Liverals was perhaps the defeat of Mr.
Causton in West Southwark, a seab he
las held fur the Liberal: since 1823, and
a constituwency that has Leen ¢oasistently
Liberal for 30 years.

Against this loss, however, the Libcrals
could well place the re<apture of fckle
Bermondsey, which at the recent bve-
election retnrned the Tariff Reformer,
Mr. Dumphreys, by s majority of 987,
Un Tuesday Mr. Dumphreys was decisive.
Iy beaten by 962 votes, the turnover in
the Liberal favour being 1956

Of the prominent members of the late
fGrovernment who polled on Tuesday. Mr,
Winstor Churchill greatly incremsed his
maajority at Dumdee, a= did Mr. Runciman
at Dewsbury. but Colonel Seeley, Under-
Seeretary for the (wlonies, wap “among
the slain,” (‘alonel Challoner turning a
Unionist deficit of 190 te a Tarifl Reform
majority of 526 in the Abercromty divi-
sinn of Liverpoel. .

Of other Ministers wha polled, Mr. Syd-
ney Buxton bad hiz majority reduced in
Foplar by over 10N, $ir Wm. Kobson's
fell in South Shields by more than 2000,
and Mr, J. A, Dewar, the Scottizh Solici-
tor-ieneral, lost 1526 votes iz Kdinburgh,

LONDON WAVERING.

On Wednesday only 32 resutts were de-
clarrd. and the Unionists could bonst the
vapture of four seais, including one in
Denbigh, wlere the Liberal member,
Mr. Clement Edwards, luet his seat by
§ votea to the lion, (rmeby-Gore, the
turnover of votes bwimg 581 or about 12
per eent. of the electors wha polled,
The result was most unexpected by the
Radicals, who had looked forward most

conlidently te retaining every Welsh
»eat.
The results in these comatituencies

where the representation remdined un-
ubanged ahows that whil-t the Unionists
could only show jncreased vites im one
place—Haling to wit—tha Liberals bad
incrensed in mine. Againat this may be

. In those cases -
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wet the fact that wheress ouwly one Fariff
Reformer had his majority deereased, mo
lens than fourteen of the sucecsstul Lib
eTals Were returned with reduced majori-
ties ranging from 40 in Central Hackney
to 1638 at Birkenhead.

Among the resnlts received on Wed-
nesday was that of the first contested
election in Ireland. This resulted in &
personal trimnph for Mr. Wm. (’Brian,
who was returned at the head of the poil
for Cork City, but lost his hemchman,
Mr. Maurice Healy. It will be remem-
bered that Mr. O'Brian resigned his seat
last year after his last quarrel with Mr,
Redmond, and was replaced by Mr
Maurice Healy.

Mr. O’Brian and Mr, Healy stood again
for the twoe seats in opposition to the
two Redmonds and &ir Edward Fite-
gerald, an ex-Lord Mayor of Cork, who
called himself an Independent National-
ist. One of the Redmondites, Mr. Aug-
ustine Roche, was returned with Mr.
O'Brian.

Wednesday paw the completion of
London pollings, the net result thereof
being the return of 33 Unionists agninst
26 Liberals.  This, of course, is o big
turnover on the “Arnus Mirabilis” for
Liberalism—1006—when 40 of the metro-
polifan aeats were captured by the
pariy, but the Unionists bave failed en-
tirely to “sweep London” as they did in
1000 when the Liberals only secured B
seata out of 59. The Unionists indeed
wre not so well off a2s in 1883, for them
they represented 38 London constituen-
<ies and their oppopents 23.

HENNIKER HEATON'S NARROW
- ’ ESCAPE.

On Thursday the result of Wednes
day's polling in the County divisions
eune to band, and gave joy to the hearé
of the Tarifl Reformerms. No less than
13 Liberal seats had been Wom in the
provinces, and the Liberals who managed
to retain their seats found their majori-
tiee whittled down in alarming fashion.
The turnever of votes in some consti-
tuencies was tremendous. At Brentford,
for example, it was 4309, and at Ton-
bridge 4493,

Agatinst the run of Unionist victories
the Liberals could not set a single sue.
cess, and on Thursday night the total
number of seats won from them had
reached 71, whilst the total number of
seats captured from the Unionists was
only 10. - . -

Amoug. the members teturned wester:
day was our old friend Mr. Henniker
Heaton, who had sat for Canterbury
since 13%3. He had a very narrow es-
cape of Jozsing hie seat owing to the op-
position of Mr. Bennett Goldney, whe
put himself forward as an Independent
Unionkst, anpd thus provoked a triangular
contest. which might have ecat the
Unienist the seat had the Libersl ecandi-
date been a stronr man. As it was the
Uniontst had plenty of votes in hand,
and though the party was fairly divided
the Liburals did not poll within 500 of
either Usnionist candidate. A close con-
test between Mr. Heaton and Mr. (old-
ne¢ resulted in a victory for “the Mem-
ber for Australm” by the narrow margin
of 21 votes.

ELECTORAL ANOMALIES

One thing the present election must
have impressed upen the minds of all dis.
paseionate observers, and that is the ery-
ing need of a mew Redistribution Bill
When we find that constilvencies like
Wandsworth, with over 38.000 voters on
the register, have orly the pame Parlis-
mentary influenre as constituencies with
loss than 4000 voters, it makes one won-
der. Yet Wandsworth has only one mem.
ber, aud her 38.000 voters have ne more
“say " in. the mansgement of the Em-
pire than the 2021 electors of Newry,
Ireland; ie., one Lrish elector has mearly
as much voting in Parliament as 19 Eng-
lshmen resident in the borcugh of
Wanleworth,

Siwtilar gvoss anomalies are to Le fountd
on every hand. Lewizham, with over
25,000 votera on the list, returns only one
member, and hax no more power in Par
liament tban South Kildare {4958}, North
Longford (3G23), or North Kikenny
(4847). ’

Cardiff i in an even worse plight, for
her 28.723 volers carry mo moure weight
in Parliasnent than the 5000 electora of
Denbigh, and only half the weight of the
23,000 electors of Merthyr Tydvil.

Ealing and Hornsey, twao Middlessx
eonntituendes, with over 25,000 and 23,000
volers respectively, have to be content
with one M.P. sarh, the volers of the elec-
tors in these divisions representing only
about & fitth of the value of thore of tha
free and enlightened electors of Kigin,

N.B,and aboot eneninth of thom of ¥y
electora of Bury B¢, Edmunds. .

The next siriking contrast, however, is
afforded by the Romiord divisiom off;
Lssex and Kilkenny City. In the formerg
constituency there are over 51,000 electors’
on the po!l, but they are represented ine!
Parliament by ome man, as in Kilkenn
City, with a registored electoraie of 1700~
Thus, ane Trish vote given in Rilkennygy
s the same influcnee im Imperia]l paki-:
tics aa 30 English voles regisiered Int
the County of Kssex. Another injustice!
to Ircland! Essex and Kilkenny may ba'
further contrasted. In the varions divie
sions of Essex there are on the eiectoral
tolls no less than 174,000 voters Telurning
8 members; in Kilkenny there are only
11,700 voters all told, and they returs
3 memhers. ‘The proper proporiion fon
Esgex on the Irish basis would be about
4 members, or, reversing the process,
Kilkeany's portien on the Essex Masia
would be a little over balf a member,
Practieally every voter in Kitkenny exer~
cises the same power in Parliament as 13
Esaex electors.

At the present time England and Walex
has only one member of Parliament fon
about every 12.000 electors, Scotland ong
for every 10500, and Ireland one for
every 6700 electors, the average oven
the whole United Kingdom being approxts
mately one M.P.for every 11000 electors.

On this basis, instead of sending 103
members to the - House of Commons, Ires
land should only return about 63
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