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The Week

‘in Review.

=——ye——m

The Stratogic Value of Railways. .

ORD EITUHENER bas explained
the abeolute necessity of w-
strategic mailway system for
Australia, and without pre-
gumplion  we mmy my that the -
same advice must apply to New Zealand.
‘Another military expert, Sir Edward
Hutton, bas, it in true, advised thai. it
i3 of no use to build lines for defence
purposen Lill we have mren to send over
them; but this difficnity will be owver-
come by the tima the new Defencs
Heheme is in good working order. To
the commercial welfare of the Dominion
twhich in itseH m, or ought to be, suffi-
cient spur te the authorities to hasten
on the linking up of the countiry, must
be added the necessity for a practical
system of strategic railways for defence
purposes. No imteretats difficuliies ean
arise in New Zoaland as has been the
case jn Awstralia, but evem in spite of
these difficulties across the water, Mr.
Deakin assured the inhabitants of Bal-
latat and Maittand that Lord Kitchener'a
advice i3 to he acted upon at once, and
that preliminary armangements are al-
ready being made for opening up nego-
tiations between the States for a trana-
C'ontinental milway. To the lu)ﬂ!{nn in
these matters the idea of a line to go
through vast tracks of hand which make’
such @ buge blank space on the map
setms somewhat extraordinary, but the
last report of the surveyors of at least
part of the blank aspace, is to the efect
that there are mpproximutely 25,000,000
of actes of land which they describe ms-
“fir to good,” and se «apable of carry.
ing over s million and a-holf sheep,’
Again, on the South Aistralan side,
there are conmidersble arcas of land
which will be avsiluble for pastoral pur-
‘,Pmlen after ihe line is rum througl.
The advent of a railway will give al-
mostf any land w higher value, and it is
oonsidered by the authorities that if the
West goes mhesd ws it has dome during

the past decade, the end of another ten

yoars should see & profit of something
like £ I2,000.

.As applied to New Zealand, now let
s consider the posilion as regards New
Zealand. Though not perhaps of such
paramount Mrporfance as in & continent
like Auvstralia, yet the dite need of mai-
ways—and efficient railways—is obvious
to all who have the Dominion’s weKare
at heart. One of the first steps must
of neeemity be the linking vp and ex-
panding of the morthern lines both in
the North and the SBowth Islands. The
completed Main Trank line from “Far-
thest North” to Wellington, and from
Picton (which has bheen mentioned as a
candidate for naval honours) down to
the Bluff, must assurediy be the working
basis. Other cross-country lines would
follow in due pourse, but the initial move
must be the puiting down of lines aver
the remaining 260 odd miles of rmilless
country. This would mean that troops
would be mobilised fram the North Cape
to Invercangill by rail, the only cecasion
dor the use of steamers being, of course,
Cook Strait. It is necessary, aldo, that
the speed of- our trains should be con-
siderably mnccelerated. In the train ar-
rangemenis for the Weilington cainp, the
‘Wanganui velunteers were scheduled to
take 11 hours to go fromn Wanganui to
Fohnsenville. Thi works out to under
14 miles an hour, and the apeed on many
other lines is even less than this. Rap-
idity of mobilisation in of the ewsence of
surccensful- defence, and every #acility
should be provided for the rapid mobili-
sabion of troops. There is no doubt
that, as Lord Kitchener enys, we possesa
w splendid young manhood, and we have
erary confidenon that the muthorities
will not only adopt smch measures as
will eanble gur youth to render them-
gelves thoroughly efficient for the de-
frnee of their couniry, but will also nes
that we are not behind the Auwatralian
Biatea i our recogunitiom of the m-

mense stralegic lmportamce of  well-

equipped and well-orgamzed railways,
b %

Nelsom Scenery.

Lord Plunket’s remarks on the need
of advertising and making more widely
known ihe many beauty spola in the
Nelson province were well tiined. and we
hope eome practical effect will be given
to his sugpestion that the many charms
of this beautifl province should le
brought before tihe travelling public
Nelson may be said to rival the famona
Huon district, in Tasmania, in the claim
to. the title of the “Orchard of the
South.” Those who have visited it sre
aslweys loud im ita praises. Put, s Lord
Plunket remowked, while everyone haa
heard of Rotorua, the Buller Gorge and
the Wanganui river, comparalively few
have heard of ihe Takaka Hills. - In
these days, beanty that blushes unseen

generally does so from luck of advertise- |

ment, and, compared with other countiies,
New Zealand, as a whole, is singulurly
backward in the art of efficient advertis-

raands on our purses, and limited mans
offer no bar ta the enjoyment of gaod
wnd  cultured  society. Mr (Hatwillon
Slewart, the well-known acter, said, 1o
speaking of Nelson, that when he retired
he would sooner go to live there than
any other place he knew of. Many olhera
have said the same. Indeed, we can con-
ecive of no place more adapted te the
requirements of those who ure seeking a
home.  Genial climate, good soil, magni-
ficent and varied seewery, all combine to
wake it an ideal spot. 1t omly requires
to be better known to make it {he most
favoured resort in the two islanls.

- &

A Wearning from the Bench,

It is seldom that a sitting of the
Hupreme Court goes by without some re-
frrenve by one or other of our judues to
defects in our meihods of adminmlering
justice. Mr Justice Edwards apoke re-
cently in Auckland on the culpable prac-

 tice of urresting @ person when a sum-

ing. It ia all very well for erities like .

Mr Wilaon, of the “Invesior's Review,™
io sneer at the Quecnsland advertise-
ments, and to nick-name that
“Braggart Queenaland,” and compare it
to'8 man beating a big drum oulsile n
circus tent; but the fact remmins that
Queenaland ovwes much of its prescut
prosperity to this very benting of the Liz
drum, and a little more of the big drum
in_ the Nelson province would attract
seores of people to its many and unrival-
led scenic attractions.
’ 4

An Ideal Home.

But it ia not only ns a tourist resort
that Nelson offers so muny mdvantages.
There ave few ports of New Zealand
better suited to that large class of prople
who, posseased ‘of moderate means, desire
a healthy and pretty country in which 10
make a home. There are im KEngland
alone thousands of mes wha, while still
in the prime of life, rave retired from a
busineas or professional career with a
small pension or a modest competence.
Many of these nre wont to take them-
selves and their families to some second-
rate English watenngplace, or such
Gomtineninl resorts as 5t. Malo, ¥t. Ser-
van, Dinard or Dinan, There they lead
an aimless exislence in senri-delached
villay or cheap “peusions.” How wuch
betier weuld it be were they to wigrate
to our Britain of the Bouth, where they
could aecure chieap nnd pood sections and
build up & home of their own, The rost
of living'would be considerably lews, the
range of interests ronsiderably greater.
For the cost of living is not merely the
cost of tea and nreat and flour and sugur:
the cost of living is the cost of kerping
up the standard adepted by the pet
amongst which you move. Many retired
officers find £300 or £400 a year in
Fngland spells onfy rerpectable poverty,
wlile the same sum here would ensurs
most of the comforts of life. Fvea tha
higheat edication is  practically free,
social life makea comporatively smull de-

E

Btute .

mona should have been isawed ivstead.
lle laid it ttown ms an axiom that no
person should be arrested who might rea-
souably be expected to attend oa sum-
mons. This 18 by no meana the trst time
tliat this practice has been condemned by
julges and magistrates, yet time and -
ugnin men are subjected to Lbe indig-
nity of arrest when a simwons woukd
have answered every purpoee. Moure
sevious still was the seyere cominent of
the surue judge on the absolute inliwman-
ity of badgoring a dying woman in her
Iast hours for the purpuose of geiling &
statement from her likely to nid & pro-
There scems to he a prowing
aceussd, n

secution.

idea that,
conviction must be obtained at il costs.
The notorious Beck and Fdalji cases in
Fngland should have taught  us that
Rerious muscurringes of jusiice are apt
to result fram metheds thal savour mure
af perseeution than prosecution. 1 1he
Crown provides every facllity tu the pro-
wecution 1o prove ils ease, it i only fair
ana reascmable that equal factlitien shauld
be provided fur a prisener to prove liia
jnnoeence, Tor no tragedy can e
prealer than the condemuntion of un

once 4 person ia

innocent man,

o o

A Plea for Art in New Zealand,
“Art! you know nothing of art. You
are still uncultivated—eavages, inlellec-
tually speaking—you are not educated—-
you recfuse to be edurated. You enjoy
coarse plewsures, and pay well for them,
bul—Art! pictures!—you &imply don't
understand.” This, and much mare, was
recently fired at closcat range at the
heads of {he representatives of one of the
oldeat and most influential wri societies
by & visiting mrtist, who had——aecording
to paragraphe and introduclory letters—
“a big reputation io the Old World™
Ubviously, there had beenm some” luss of
serenity on the part of the spraker. As
s matier of frct, he was cxcempively nn-
uoyed, He bod held an exhibilion of his
paintings, and neithor the attendonce of
the public nor the exicnt of the pue
chades coultl have satisficd even the most



