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H Tesla, the Wisard, .

. ¥ AWe are electrified on reading the com-
munication from Mr. Teslta, the magicias
©f the electric woyld, who tells ma that
he hag found = way to get power
gransmitted wireleasly to any part of the
warth, air, and ocean he pleases. Arcord-
ing to his own account, he makes a vast
wava of pewer, much like the flap of »
huge wing, and by 4 process which may
ba deseribed popularly a1 & nod, he
Fransmita this to any ship, motor car,
#ying seroplane, balloon, factory, foun-
dry, power kouse, light hopse, private
house, atreet lamp, or anything else that
sequires lighé or motive force, anywhere
38 the wide world, He has fonnd ont
thow te send this power in any quantity
—he talks of thousands «f millions of
horse power, in & moment, with mmerring
aim right round the globe, and what is
even more wonderiul, he can {une every
paroel of power so that it will not be of
use 1o any one élse than the consignee.
This is reducing Puck's time for putting
a pirdie round the earth o form forty
minuies to forty seconds. As everything
is ready, but & smali formalicy of inven-
idion im somse maiier of detail, we may,
the. imperturbable invemtor tells us
ithromgh the interviewers, look to sea
.wast changes very soon on the face of the
earth. By the way, he iz good enongh
to place New Zealand well forward in
dthe list of countries where power i3 to
be had from the hills and the streams
for the "barnessing, and despateh om
world joarneya. ) -

Among other thinps we are to de is the
establichment of commumication with
Aars, for the energy of the new process
i3 tremendons enough for the most sus-
tained effort of signalling even to such

CE

tremendous distamce. As yet we are not .

quite sure that there are any people
there to signal to. Professor Lowell has
written some remarkable books to prove
that there are, and he has supplemented
themn with a fresh one, writien on the
nearer observations of the planet’s reoent
proximity, proving the addition of two
new canali. On the other hand, Mr, E,
M. Mander, Superintendent of the Solar
Departwent of Greenwich Observatory,
Zold the Astromomical Society, at its last
meeting in  December, that Professor
Hale, of the Folar Obaservatory of the
Camnepie Institute it Washington, nsing
& sixty-inth telesenpe, had “mndoubtedly
established the fact that the canalisation
of Mars {alleged} is caly am optical illa-
©siom.™ . 'The mystery is too much for the
joeal acientists: and the educational asm-
thorities are too boay abot their own
mysieries to solve this one, which com-
cerns the whole world. 1 have not yet
Reard of any soldier formulating a theory
that from Mars ought to be
forbidden for fear that military secrets
may be given away {0 the pmemmies of the
country by the impartiality of the Mar-
tian obeerrvers. .

Neither bave there been any demon-
. - stratioms by way of protest from any sol-

- dier lets the gnormous forces wielded by
- the wew process may be used for the dis-
-ruption of this and other worlds, i
S Flyimg in WNew Zealand.

For the present we bave & locally-
invented aeroplane which has got as far
ag the model stage, and bas been subject-
ed o the gliding experiences which pre-
ceda the art of flight. Mr. Beach, the
iavenior, is a young gentleman, in full

possession of the absplute  certainty of,

maaner and expressica without which no
joventor ever can respect himself or his
invention. He has studied, he tells one
custally, every class and variety of aero-
plans thai has ever been woticed in the air,
and be bas found out all their deficien-
xies without feeling templed lo use any of
their good qualities, Good qualities! My
demr sir, there are no good qualities in
smy of these others, and as for the idens
of the inventors with which the world is
making play just now by way of amuse-
ment and instruction, he has been long
aware of them, and it is as long since he
Hetormined their absolute futility. All
of which may be, and is, just mannerism
of & young maa who bas long brooded on
Rhings within. Of such are most inven-
Xors, for the first quality of your inventor
s independence of thought and single
pess of idea. . . .

*What this one serfomsly claims s~
tut he has found =tability, so that -

his machine la indrpendent—except for
speed—on the motor,
and }is  bird will come to earth as
safely and as easily and ss leizurely as
any otber bird. + His explanation is
In sl other aeroplanes

:¥he horizontal posi
‘flight. The modet performed well, but

Break his motor, -

inio & cngle focus of all the air pres-
@ires on their surfaces.  This focus
changes so rapidly, and the foree, sud-
denly concemirated by umexpeeted gusts
and shifts, to which all air eurremts are
liable, may be too much for any
known methed of control, so that vour
machine is always in danger of going
smddenly over before you can make the
meceganry movement of the levers.
‘What the bird does automatically, your
avistor has to do. by mechanical pro-
cens, after process of thought. Now,
thought is the gquickest thing we have,
but the movements of air enrrents may
be even quicker. Consequently there ia
in every of the day soms ele-
ment of danger inewitable. This is due,
acrording to the inventor under review,
to the concemtration of the air pres-
surea. The device that distinguishes
the new invention is the device which

diffoses these air pressures, 3o that
they no longer act on one spot. By
diffusion over many poimta they are
made iwnocuons, one mewiralising the

other, with the resalt of general safety
to the machine,

The irial given to the model was de
«clared to be eatisfactory by those pre-
agent st the Masonie Hall for the pur-
posc. The mventor produced his own
madel, and & model of the well.known
Farman biplane, which he maintained
to be the moat suceessful of all the
machines at present in successful fight.
That the model was in every respect
eorrect many present were gatisfied.
The iaventor mounted a ladder 18 feet
high, and atanding on the top Tung
aunched the models one after the other
into space, the fall being something over
(twenty ¥eet . Woth models bebaved
well, gliding to earth with considerabla
gtability. - Bak the invenior i
that his model performed beiter iz the
air, and his claim was found good by
& good many of those presemt; ia faet,
it acemed o be the general opinion that
the newcomer was 4 more graceful and
gquite as sure performer, There & &
keet to the car, amd there are two
pianes, in tamdem harmessed above the

‘game with an artangement of aide

wings and rodders for the diffnsion of
the air pressmrea.  The machine will
carry when complete, the inventor says,
{hres passengers and much petrol He
hopes to win the £10,000 prizs offered
by the Commonwealth Government for
the Erst-aeroplane of Ausiraliiam com-
struetion: * He is therefore prepared, ms
a00n A3 his syundicats finds the £1300

“he wants for the purpose, 10 go over to

Australia for the wark of eomstruction
to be dona there. Finally he claams so-
perior speed and lifiing power as con-
sequenees of his deviee for diffusing the
air presseres, Comimg from the ab
siract to the concrete, he predicta that
he will be able to ocover the distance
betweea any two of the great Ausira-
lian capitals without a stop. The next
thing we want to hear is the comple-
tion of the ayndicate part of the pro.
gramme,

Word comes from Auckland of another
inventor with anolbher aeroplane, Nor is
this the oaly other Kew Zealander. We
had Mr. Forrester some months ago with
kia seropiawe, which looked very promis-
ing, too. It was 8o comstructed that the
acrew was able to act vertically for

- lifting er straight off her feet without

any glide or ran or sweep, a9 in all other
aeroplanes, and after the lift to assume
ition for

f{he syndicate wanted did not come up
to expectations, The ipgenuity was con-
siderable, and the cost would have been
very small, for the details were of the
utmost possible simplicity. We will
hear more of Mr. Forrester, who ia a
bard-headed, persevering Yorkshireman

Bpirits and Thelr Ways.
‘We have had spirits from the vasty

" deep. Rather we have had reasons why

they did nol come the last time of cali-

" ing. Om that occasion the seeptics made
" & great hit agminat the medium Bailey,
" who seemed to know a8 much aboat the

wpirita as he did aboac anything eise in

" the world, and enjoyed the special dis-

advantame of baving been sent to gaol
in & neighbouring &tate for frand and
false pretences in the matter of cailling
spirita from 4he other world, They
brought out this fact during his seances
while he was endeavouring to bring
things from India's eoral stramd in the
twinkling of an eye during s hour of
artificial darknexs. " The proceedings led
to much argument and challenge to »
pubiic trial. The argument mever ended,
the challenge never came off, and Lhe
mediom retired to aootber sountry. Tha

local rolaries. hawever, sent off Lo their
friends elsewhers {of rorrobarative am-

nrunition fdr their battle. 1 hud been -

said by Dr. Tudor Jones and others
that the autrhorities depended on by the
votariea were broken reeds. In particn-
lar, Lombross and Dr. Mrslop were said
to have broken down lamentably, Re-
pliea ¢ame in dus coumrse that nrither
had Lroken down, as believens in the
varioua methods of calling up spirits,
Thereupon the high priest of the cultus
of spirits demagded of Dr. Tudor Jones
that be should apologiae for his nefarious
and exploded siatements. But the Doctor
stocd to his guns, quoting Dr. Hyslop
@3 proving the impeatures of Lombroso'a
medicm and his grave donbts albouk the
pew ecience. It only proves what we
all koew before, that when you call
spirits from the vasty deep, and they
won't come, that by o means ends their
Listle affair. To the fuithiwl nothing
aeema to matter, for the colt goes on
living on puetile manifestations in spite
of aumerous expogures of rasealicy,

A New FPrecewm.

Professor Park has brought his sug-
geslion for dumping wool in a vacunm
to a practical stage, and soon we are
Lo see here whether the dumping can be
done in a vacuum ehamber, just as
sugar i3 boiled in the zame He claima
that the provess takes out all moisture
and all air Liable to heating without de-
stroying the lusire of the wool, as the
present system of dumping undoubtedly
doea. All of which being true, there is &
fortune for the professor. There are two
and p-half million bales of wool to dump
every year in Ausiralasia. half a million
being in this Dominion. At a shilling a
bale royalty thers is snough to make the
professor comforfable for life m his own
eountry without going mear those seepti-
cal Avostralians at all -

Baitway Employees.

The railway men, in econference, have
not sueceeded in knocking doaylight into
the guestion of arbitration v. classifica
tion, but in minor matters they have
been brilliant. Substitation of punish.
ment by marks for punisbient by fines,
betterment of the transfer system, em-
ployment of casuals, regulation of hours
—all thesa they have talked with excel
leat meaning always, snd sometimes with
mbaolute fairmesa

AUCKLAND.

Fhe Famous Terraces.

‘A project that has been ma_oted more
than once before is being seriously dis-
cussed agnin, namely, the possibility of
recovering {he famous terraces at Roto-
mahana, Guide Warbrick stoutly main-
taims that they were never destroyed, but
simply buried, basing his belief cu tha
fact that he has searched the whole of
the ground in the neighbourlicod of the
laks, and never found a fragment of ter.
race formation. Since the eruption in
June, 1386, Lake Rotomahanmz has fitled
up to mearly twenty times its original
size, and is now more thzn 100 feet
above ita former level, There is xo ent-
let, and it is gtili rising. Another 25
feet wili canse it to overflow into its old
channel, which would scog be scoured
out, The idea is to hmsten this proceas
by giving it a start by waking a cut.
The topmost layer of the terraces was
originally T0 or 80 feet above water, and
is therefore now submerged 20 to 30 feet.
Above Lhis is a deposit of mud, which,
it is believed, ecould be shovelled or
washed into the luke. with no eat
tabour., If the terraces still exist, tbe
lowering of the water, it is fondly hoped,
will bring them to light again. Omn the
olber band, ome muthority at least be-
lieves that, if not destroyed in Lhe ernp-
tion, the steam comiined below will, by
this time, have converted tle siliceous
formation inte pulp and destroyed the
beautifzl conlours of these famous
beauty spots. Believers in their existence
contest this theory aml contend that the
formation is muck foo hard to be injured
by steam.

The Malwa's Arrival.

Oae of the features of the week was
the arrival of the P. aod 0. Co ny's
magnificent ocexn liner Malwa, which
berthed at Quecn-street wharfl on Wed-
nestay morning last. Homdreds of peo-
ple visited the vesscl while im port, nad

. at T o'clock a paMic loncheon was given

shoard the vessel to commemarate the
Mabwa'a arrival in this port, The Homs,
G. Fowlds and Dr. Pindlay were preveat,

and the Attarncy-Genersl, in the course
~ of an after-iumcheon speech, raid the o
casion marked an epach m the history
of New Zeakand. Captain Tocgue, muan-
ter of the Malwa, expresss ~lf as
-highly delirhited with the wotursl iseili-
ftea and the safety of Au.liand 23 &
po_!t, while Mr. Treawney, general Bup-
erigtendent of tve Company [ur Austral-
asia, who paid his final vieit to Npw
Zealand on Wednesday. remarked that
he conraidered the Auwckland frarbour
quite a8 pivturesque as Port Jackeon. The
Malwa leit again for Sydney og Wednes-
day eveuwing, Although only a day ia
Awkland, it i3 considers] that the
Malwa took away stores valued at
£3000, in additioa to eval

WANGANUL
Wreck Washed Ashere,

The Customs autborities at Wanganui
were advised oo Wednesday that ibe huli
of & vessel with the afterpart hrokea away
wis Seen on the beach. about a wike morth
of the Wungauni River. The potice will
¥isit the seene,
© The wreckage found mear Wanpachu
recently d8 reported by Ll police to be
part of the schoomer Ururva. wrecked
here 15 months zgo,

Alleged Incendiariam.

As 2 sequel to the fire which de
strored the Ratland Hotel, at Wanpa-
nui, on the night of January 22, Marus
Hayues and Joseph Darvis, manaper
and proprietor of the jewellers and
fapcy mood: shop in which the voibreak
occurred, were charped. tite former with
setting fire to the shop in the Hutlans
Hotel bailding, and the latter with
counsellmy Haymes to do so, The mm
were arrested conzenneat om s work-
mwar finding & quantity of jewelery and
fancy goods and books, whick were sup- |
posed to have been hursed in the fire,
near their rooma. The police xaevrtain-
ed that ¢hree parcels were shipped by
Daris to Nelom on Jamuary 11, and
inquiries made in Nelson revenled thet
the stock, said by Davis to be worth
£300, and insgred there by him for
- £200, had been found ztored m a Nel-
son auctor room.

Dertructisn of Bush.

The Wanganni Chamber of Commerce
has decided to send a protest to the
Minister in charge of ihe Tourist Depart-
ment againat the destruction of bush
and fern scemery or the banks of the .
Wanguaui river. It was siated that
Maoris and others were cutting downm
bush, and were not even sowirg grass,
allowing noxious weeds to spread,

SOUTH ISLAND.
Cesmie Impact.

Christchurck working men lave formed
a rommittee to assist in raising”funds to
send Professor Rickertun to England
for furiber work in conpection with bis
cosmic theories. The Commiltee has
decided to urge the Governwent to give
tinancial heip.

A New Gaol,

On Wednesday, before a small patiering
of representtative people, the Prime Min-
inister opeped the new guol at Invercar-
gill, & five structure, built by pri~on lub-
our wader the direction of Guvier Haw-
kins. The building cost £ 6050, apd the
site was takem by the Publfic Works De-
partment for £1.250. The prison will
be the first meed in furtbevance of Lhe
relorm proposals of the Minister for
Justie, wnd to that end las seversl
notable features of comstruction.  1he
sanitary arrangements particuiarly are
noteworthy, sl the gaol is on the ome
map-omecall principle.

Eitchener's Tour,

Lord Kitchener arrired at the Biuff
on Thursday adtermoon, and reached
Dunedin op Thunaday eveming. On his
jourmey he found assembled at every nta-
tiwm large crowds of people, whu cherred
the Field-Maralal aa ke passed throng,
He was afforded a civie reception at tha
Dubedm railway station. tm Freday he

to examune the harboug de-
fencea, nnd reviewed the eadels The
lalter ceremony wan apoilt by crowds of
people breaking ithrowsh ihe endosore
and swarming urer the review groumd.



