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News of the Dominion.

OUR WELLINGTON
LETTER.

Fr.bru;ry (.5

Railways Must Pay.

B MILILAR is still talking to
deputations about the rail-
waye and the way to manage
them and their belongings.

Two things come out from the furrage
that gpets into the newspapers. Threy are
the expressed delermination of the
Minister to mnke the railways pay with
out coming oo the Consolidated Fund—
i.r, the taxpayer—to supplement, and
the rertainty that in the mutter of eco-
nomy the Minister is on the right track.
For the fimt, it i3 quite trwe that the
tlovernment prided themselves for some
time on the fact that they were making
it & question of policy to be content
partly with the indirect advantages of
railwey management. Dut the truth is
also us promincnt that the time has
gono by for any exceptional treatment
of any section of the railway users. The
time has come for the railways to be re-
garded as a business soncern to be run
“un its nwn'® That they can be so run
In preverdl by the evident readiness of so
many pecple to take them over at a
reat aml feather their nests out of the
poor, dear, delightlul, unsuspecting tra-
volling publie. Therefore the Minister,
thouyh apparenily out of agrecment with
the expressed seatiments of his distin-
pruisbed predecessors in office, 18 acting
with ronsiztency, as well as with tha
logival consent of his ecolleagues. The
enly ilifference between his management
2nd the management which certain peopie
would like Lo sce brought about s that
the profit will be enough, but not abnor-
mal, and ihe ronsegeence will be that
noubody will bless his atara that he was
born a drone, with a prodigivus power ol
sicking Dblood from the well-endowed,
and thn art of hiding his little game.

Hobnning Enpty and Running Foll.

Por the second point, the right lina
Of vourse, every Talway man will tell
you, if you ask him politely and with-
eut any apparent desire to auck his
brains-- o thing everv expert blocks on
primriplt—that ihe right line of manage-
menl is to keep the train miles down to
the minitnum. Tn other words, the more
the milea of full earringe. the better will
the railways pay, and the more trains
ara yun ompty the worse will be the
riilway balance sheet. It scems almurd
to dwell on such & slfevident proposi-
tion, bub the fart i3 that the railways
are ujt reganled by the publie with any-
thing approarhing to understamling, No
doulit thia eutling down of the facilities
olfcred for carryiag nothing expensively
may be overdone. There arve many cri-
tica who think it has been overdone al-
ready Ly Mr Millar. But they are like
the rabbiter who is afraid of losing hia
jul, and thercfore lets go & good few
of tha best breeders, 30 that bunny may
show his pratitwle with prrennial re-
currenice. These erilicd want & griey-
anee, bt it is appurent that they are
going to be wiped out by the ordinary

=

tour=e of events. This the latest figurea

prove vearlv, with £273,000 inereased re-

Feuue atil RO additional expraditure.
Golong to the Bottom.

Ar Alillar has woen golden opinions in
another direction by ordering the survey
of the Laugitotn Chanoel. The practical
man declires that he ecannot see what
elye in {Le moltitude of Lhe ecanflicting
evidemn the Mirister of Marine conld

have done than go to the bottom of the
#ca for (he trulh

fn this eonneetion it comwm with a
shock that the New Zealand Shipping
Compnny has determined to affer the
Papanui for sile over in- Melbourne,
wlhere sl mot inta tafety afler an uan-
conumly long and pliucky Rt on the
pant of all cancerned. 1t reminds na
1lat the company has been exeeplicnally
hard Wit during the last few moniha. A
company which haa deaerved espucisdly
well af the Dominion, inusmuch as 1t
eewenel the people fromy the nonopaly
af Shaw, Savill in the old days, which
the plencers remember well cnn(lph. They
inaugorated the fir<g shipments of wheat
arn! oiher grain to the London market,
which up to that time was megarnded as
Inuccvwille by waler from New Zealnnd.
Afler that the eampany jed Lhe way into
slcam ai & timo when 1he {uturs of the

Dominicn was looking particularly bue
On the whole, it has been a very publie-
spirited company, which, though not
staried exactly on philanthropic princi-
plen, nevertheless did place ¢the publis
benefit high in its scale of consideration.
It therefore deserves much consideration,
particularly as it has met with unde-
perved hard luck with three steamers
of the first-elass. These disasters have
winlked into the eompany’a chest one may

Teadily ecompute io the extent of a cool -

hundred thousard or so. The losa is no
deubt partly covered by inaurance, but
in these craen of big repaies there is an
element of the uncertain and the unsatls-
factory always; besides, there is certain
Inza. Fate has certainly vet been at all
kind to one of the inslitutions that has
deserved best at ber hands. Betber no
doubt from the material point of view to
linve made & total loss; like the Wara-
tah, for example. The shipyards of the
United Kiogdom are full of stories of
how many firms refused t¢ tender for
the construction of this vessel, which
they declared was doomed by her very
plans te disaster. But these things you
hrar only-in the cabims and anlgons of
the ahips that frequent the port of Wel-
lington, The subject pever finds its way
into print, and the hig ship lies some-
where at Lhe bottom in the very adour of
maritime sanctity. At any mte, the
owners are nnt worried with the neces-
sity fuor making extensive and expensiva
repaira.

Sacking tha Large Sack.

While we are talking railways it ia as
well 1o mention the satisfaction of phil-
anthropic men with the determination
of the management to entorce the regulac
tion limiting the weight carried in sacks.
It is an open secrct, noiwithstanding the
outery on the part of certain merchants
of the old &chgel, that the heavy sacks
are tesponsible for the large proportion
of men who become prematurely old
before 1hey are fortydive. Hence the
heavy penalties that are exzacted in all
cases of exeess over 200lbs by the De-
partment. The public lkes the penal-
ties because they are & guarantee that
obstinate people will not make it their
buminess to make profit out of disobedl-
ence of the regulaticns.

Military Matters.

Military matters are brisk in connec-
tion with the visit of the Marshal. There
is nuthing definite to report, however, or
to gossip over. There is comfori for
the military mind from ancther souree.
Tt appears that Tord BRoberts has just
discovered that the Dominion bas ac
cepted Lhe principle of compulsory eer-
vice, and he has warmly told the Do-
mininn what he thinks of mwh high-
niinded patriotism. Te which all we tan
say here is that it is the frst time Lord
Roberts has during s varied and most
eventfol career had occasion to ask for
the benelit of “better late than aever™

Civil Bervice Changes,

The changes in high places have been
teceived with favour. Fverybody i
sorry to loie Mr. Warhurton from the
Auditor4ieneralzhip, beeause it 18 univer-
sally recognised that he had the honesty,
firmness, grasp. and independence neces-
siry fur Lhe position. At the same time
the opinion i3 just as strong and wade-
spread that Colonel Colling, LSO, has
1he same aualities for the position and
rimdry others which will make hie oceu-
paney of the post pleasant to all men,
Bint it muay he remembered in this con-
nrectinn that there is not a4 mind more
independent  and  deiermined  than the
Colonel’a, but as it is accompanied hy
fact, jodpment, kimdlinesa, mode-ty, jus-
tiee, aml above all things thoerough
familinrity with the hiatory and practice,
to say nothing of the prinziples. of the
awditing of all the public accounts, whieh
he kpows like his pocket, as the French
say in theie inimitably foreible manner,
he is likely to make the best Auoditor-
General we have ever hud.

Dr. Fitchett was a member of the
Yubiie Trust Hoarml, and happened tn
feet fatipned with  his dntivs of the
HolicilorGeneralship,  There waz, there-
fore, ona reason why he alculi bo put
inte eommaml of the Public Trust De-
partment.  Moreower, there were two
things which weighad. Firstly, Mr. Poyn-
ton was due fur promotlion, and the
Advancen paailion w pramotion, when put
togrther with the Under-Secrciaryship of

the Treasury. He has to win his spura
a3 Under-Secretary, a position of which
he hae absolutely na experience; no that
his aceeptance of the office in somewhat
of an experimeant, Hul he is an abie
man, apd as there wai no ome m the
Depariment quite £ for the premotion,
the best thing has been done. In the
second place, as to the Solicitor-General-
rhip, it has been for some time evident
that there could not be two kings in
Brentford. There wan, in fact, & surplas
of talent. B waa mot always easy Lo
Tecognise semiority, and when opinions
were asked of one man, which the other
thought shonld have come to him for
the solution of the enigmas concerned,
it was not the happiest of families in
that high place. Thus Professor Balmood
i8 instailed in the right place for him,
without any diarespeet Lo the other man,
who has had a very hard time of it
during the last few years, and dcservas
the promotion that has come to him in
the muise of redistribution of offices, Tha
main thing js that the service is generally
better for the changes, and as Mr, War-
burton’s experience and uncomprommsing
eharaeter, together with his great know-
ledgre of businexs, general and particular,
in retained for the Advances Department,
thers is really nothing more to be said,
except that the Cabmnet has kept its
eye succeasfully on the publie inierest
throughout, Even the Oppesition jour-
mals are apparently quite satisfied. Oane
almost wishes that the numbers of the
Party were gomewhatl larger, for it is not
often they approve tacitly of the deings
of the Cabinet.

Opperitiosn Blank Cartridges.

The political war is carried on never-
theless. The enemy uses blank a good
deal of course, for at this reason there
is not much ammaonition of ihe more zer-
iows order. A case in point is the pre
tence of warmth with which the explam-
ation of Mr. Fowlds, in s the education
expenditure s being asmiled. Words
apparently fail the Oppositon ergaa
here to charaeterise the reply he has
made. The hemd and front of the reply
of course in that it is &0 good. Hemca
it must be attacked as dishonest, The
main dishonesty seems to be that the
Miniater haa had the audacity 4o declare
that the £47,000 of the endowment in-
eome has been a good thing Jor the Fu-
eatics Department, "We are asked to be-
lieve that this is a most dismgenuous
elatement. But the immte critie forgetn
that the endowments were ear-warked
for the Bducation Department. Had it
not been for that, the department would
ave had to take pot luck, share and
ghare alike with t¥e rest of 4he service
in the distributione of & revenue in-
creased generally by & mol ear-marked
£47000. Tt simply would not have got
the whole of that money. It would
have had to share it with othera Hence
the statement of the actnal fact was a
rtroke of great power for Mr, Fowlds,
Moreover, the real place of pinching is
somewhat further back, The Oppoal-
tion, and many others, inaisted for many
years on redurtions of revenue. Well,
the Government redueed the revenue
comsiderably. The result s that there
is not as much money to spend as therse
would have been had there been no re-
ductions. Those who approved so heart-
ity of the redustions have no right to
abuse the Minister because he has not as
much money ar they think he onght to
have for carrying an the service. To
eat vour eake and to have it at the
same time is a thing impossible, as we
were taught in early life. These critirs
have forgotten. Bui as I said in the
beginming they are only firing blank.

The Coming Storm,

Romethiny more than blank is being
fired about the bookies. The worst of
tha gentry have broken out in a bad
place, proving at Miramar the rotten-
neex ol pony racing a3 Fomelimes prac-
tised. 1t is quite mmmaterial what was
the causc of that disgraceful exhibition.
Tt in enouch for most men thai the whole
thingz was due to the clasa of sport pre-
valent at meelinrgs of that sort. Toese
are doomed uader the Act of last Seasion
of enurse. Dub iheir eacmies are not
aatisfled to demounce them. They are
making the running strong against the
bookie gruerally, and there is & TOow
brooding which will burst next scssiom,
Thera will be a trial of sirengil in re
the bookie without a doubl, A ecounter
is threatened against the totalisator, but
no one believes that any harm will come
to the popuiar instrument.

‘Echoes of the Australiax Etrike,

Newcastls has its echoes bers. Dur-
ing the week thoss champions of the

Labour caune, Messrs. Richardson Ras,
and Mclaren, M.P., hgve econtributed
their quota to the discussion, and very,
strong they have shown themselvem (o
be #s champieny of their frmnds, 1E is
a good cate om peper. But the esve will
be mettled before long on the lines they
dinlike s0 much. On the whale, however,
the public does not like importationa
from ihe other side, as witnc2s the ap-
plause accorded te the prosecutiom of &
certain mewspaper. About that mabter,
oae cannot ot the present stage say an

thing, of course, But of the other it I
pretty certain that the defeat of the
men of Newcastle will not sause any oné
to weer mourning here. It will be ond
of the misiortunes of eur best friends in
which we take o certain amount of
rather keen delight. The lesson is good
for the world, for it seems that despite
the fact thut there are several undenks
ably good points in the czse for the mer,
points involving the “vend,” the shipping
ring, and the general uncertainties of
the coal market, the strike is, after ally
the worst remedy, as ineffective and un-
principled. The dock strike of 1883 13
quoted by Mr. Rikhardson Rae as an
example of the efficacy and righteonsness
of the strike method, and this ex-M.I%
for & N.8.W. constitwency and ex-luhoux
leader of the Mother State, has soms
right to speak as one knowing many,
things meeessary to disenssion, and he
puta hia points well. So does Mr. Me-
Laren, who is beginning where the othexn
left off. Both forget that the world
hag advanced a great deal gince the tima
of the Dock upheaval, in the direction
of proving the peneral unfitness of the
strike remedy and the superior efiicacy;
of arbitration laws justly administereds
‘I'hen there was no remedy but force.
Now there ia every veason fur avoiding
force.  Hence ie opimion then stead
by the dockers, and now tams its back
on wirikern im sorrow surely but withou

Rope of alteration, -

The Deck in Difficulties.

The dock rontinves 10 puzzle the engl
neers who are responaible as moch as tha
paidic, which m mot. The former mow
are lamenting that they have come als
most to tbe end of their ewperiments
with warious kinds of cemeat, all of
which refuse to do ile right thing in
decp walter without the coveted coffen
dam, and there is talk of their having
to go to Japan for wrinkles; the Japan-
eg¢ solving the difficultr, it W said, by
the use of seoria in their conerete. Now
there iv much scoria im this country.
While we are waiting for the rext mova,
we have the protests o comsider whicll
are rising thick W favoer of the dis«
carded cranea of the King's Wharf, Tho
criliciam gaining ground ontside is thaf
the Board was to¢ much in & burry to
capitulaie {0 the protest of a single
firm. 1t should, we are informed, in
mwany keys of complaining Serceness,
hive toid this firm that the cranes ara
new, and for that reason slow, that thig
defeet will disappenr gradually, that alF
wsers of the wharf must therefore sub-
mit, and that if they can make out &
care for a rebate the Hoard is ready te
listen. That would have naved the cranes,
whereas now it seeme that sixteen thou-
sand pounds have been thrown into the
sen. We want that money taken out and
pat back oa to the whari.

A viclent disewmsion at the Borrd™s
meeting about the Rourd's habit of going
into committee adda point to these things.
Tt also merves to pxonerate the chairman,
from responsibility for the practice, and
happily it does not show that the prag-
tice is doomed. -

Ten FPer Cent.

The Gas Company has just added to
ihe happiness of the N.Z. gas list by
completing a mice dividend of 10 per
cent. for the year. 1t reminds ns all of
the incahdescent mantle of & doren yoars
agn. which sheltered pas with appareat
completeness from the rivalry of elee-
iricity, or at all events pave it a new
iease of life. Wellsbaclh was the nama
mssociated with the chanpe. Therefory
the prosperity of gas companivs remindg
one of Wellsbach, The name, however,
reminds some rewlers of the “Scientilig
Anierivan” of a paragraph recently aps
pearing to the elect that Wellnbach kel
jpvented an incaodeseent mantle to ba
used with electric lighting, and was abouf
to exploit the sumie for all it may be
worll, to U comsternation of Lue ownerd
of gma Bharcs, Tle story givea fores of
a soré o the company's complaint {hal
the Council does not permit them (o sont-
pete againat ita own electric installation
for tha lighting of the city, It does
not st the xame time leasen the desirm
of the eitizens 10 avoid buying the comm
pany ouk at high fgurva, h



