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The Wide World,
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CABLE NEWS IN BRIEF,

IMPERIAE,

TE British etections, begun last

Saturday, are still in full
swing. and the final results
will not be complete until
Tursduy next. Ko far all the “ifromt
bBinch™ wen on both sides of the House
have been re-vlected, but the wide dis-

parity betwren the two main parties wilk
nut be perpetuated in the new House.
The most natable defeats bhave been thosa
of Will Thorne and Will Crooks, the
Lalwir kvaders,

The taeitT and the mavy have boomed
n the buttle, and Mr, Balfour, ia
a plet for peefercace, said that the Go-
vermment bad turned a deaf ear to the
plesnling: of the oversea domivicns.  Ile
trusted that we woubl not for long turn
ear, while the method of

& anhecdio

E
freing  tariifs adopied by our rivals
wits suciv s would compel the caloniva,
unleas we altered our policy, to come
te ~onu vamement with these witi

whar they  were duoiug 4, Mo,
Wil Cronks made the furprising state-
went Uhat the codunies lawehed at and

secrnen the idea of any preference rom
Kiritain, i Federal Minister Jor Cus-
tos touk t tirsi epportunity of deny-
it this, remackine that no_sentioment

Wit peepidar threnghont Australia,
that la-t yeur the preference ex-
temled by Amnstralia had oeant a volun-
Lary widt af f82R006G to British mer-
elants, A sbraight nat threat as to whaé
wouki kappen if preicrence were granted
wis mnde by Mere Handen, the moled
i of the “Zukunft,” whi saids
Ulaancitery holils that an Anglo-

is probable.  ‘There are
people in Gerpnny who cleglare that a
Customs tarift closing the Hritish Em-

wni

Pt man goods will lave o be
picreed by the German sword,  Mro As-
quitls sayve that the naval power of
britain s complete and  unaszailalle,

wicle DT 0, Macnamam, Parliameniary
beeretary
Hastings tha

to the Acdhiralty, stated  ab
be wonbl staopd by the
the e
Rritain and Germa
— Dreadnenghts 20 to 1

Pre-breaddunounghts 40 to 20, eruisers 33
T I3 a ternl af 05 to 44,

“Ikily Mail” reports that ile

(Hlice cvna: of horses reveals an

slarming delicicney owing to ihe activity
v bnyer- The census cnnmerates
horses, e e maximian re-
quired, but leaving uo allowance for
Feancye

1t is exprcted that the trouble over
the Kight Hours in Mines Act, which
theew over a hundeed thausand Northume-
betlund and Durham minera idle, wiil
b acttled by conciliation, Meantime
three forrths of the men arve now at
wurk.

FOREIGN. T,

A tasilf war iz threatened beiweem
“Awerica and Germany over the Payna
tarifl. The reciprority treaty having ex-
pited. Americn demanded  as an dr-
ible minimun: the free entry  of
inte Germany. This the agrari-
eny woull not concede, and Amerin

threateons the maannum tantf on Apridl
1, whiie tiermany replies that her maxi-
mum will automatuwally operate against
will

vriva st Febowary 7. England
feenre the advantages of the winig
tartll, but the preference ber oolar
grant her debar: them from the mini-
mam, and anather tarsff war belwesn
4unala anl the United Sldtes is likes
i

¥, .

Prevident Taft, in a metzayre to Con-
gre=s, advoented consery n of tha
nufural resource: of the United Siates
and askrd the withdrawal from privats
arttlement of sach puldic landy a5 eom
tain timber, coal, mineruls, or phoa-
punles, or which bwrder on water. The
President appeated for 10000000 dol-
Ire Lo pomplets ircigation projecta al-
ready begun, and for G0,000000 dollare
for the deepening of mland waterways

The Buksn of Turkey's palare whih
wat four millisas to build, was destroy-

el by fire on Wednesday, many of the
archives of ihe Ottoman Empire being
burned. A disasirous fire in a clothing
factory in  Philadelpivia resuiled in
twelve women being killed jumping from
hivh windows, others being killed when
the rowf fell in.

THE COMMONWEALTH,

. Rerious floods affected tle inland dis-
tricts of New South Wales, the rivers
riving to record heizhts. Many fown-
slips were isolated aml hundreds of sett-
Jevs have ‘been left homeless. Over a
dozen lives were lost, and the damage
to property is enormous. Relief funds
have been opened.

ihe Neweastle strike etill continues.
znd hapes of a sertlement are still dis-
tant.  The Seulhern miners ballotted, by
a small majonty, in favour of a Com-
pulsery Wagpes Board, but they will not
retnra to work till the demamds of their
noriliern fellow-unionists are satisfied,
I'trer Bowling propeses a zcheme of con-
ciliation, Lut it is not considered likely
that the empleyers will accept this

Lard Kitehener has earciully inspect-
el the deiences of Melbourne and the:
forees of Vieto after which he bad .
lengthiy conference with ihe Tederal
] try, Mr. Deakin eitmequentiy re-
marking that by the help of Lord Kit-

pointment of a committee of six din-
tinguished wscientisls to examine Dr,
Covk’s papers was intended as a ¢on-
ceasion to public feeling, whick regarded
the national bhomour and presiige as
seriously involved in the dispuie, Whea
thia Committee reported that it had
received from Dr. Covk omly a type-
written copy of the “wiory” ihat he
supplied to American mnewspapers, and
“a copy of note-books which contain no
astronomical records,” the scientific
world practically washed its hands of
Cuook; but Denmark has beem wailing
anxiously for ihe official pronounce-
meni of Copenbagen University, which
bas ¢arefully examined =li the doen-
mentary evidence in  sreret. Cuok’s
friendy will doubtless attempt to make
capital out of the fact that this last re-
port eontains no reference to the “faked”
observations which Cook was recently
actused of purchasing; but in such a
case as this, nolhing bui definite and
conclusive prool of the explorer's good
faith and his success eonk! have saved
him. Buch proof is manifestly wanting,
and we are driven, however reluctantly,
to accept as probably accnraie the char-
ges brought against him of falsifving his
Mt McKinley records apd photographs
and altempting to procure spurious ob-
servations, “the same with intent io de-
ceive,” The facts speak for themsclves,
ang alienists and other students of mor-
bid psyehology will probably entertain
themselves for some time to come with
attempts to dingnose this extraordinary
case and to decide whetlier Cook’s gigan-
tic swindle was the auterme of vulmar
dishonesty, or was due to mental de-
rangement imitueed by the terrible hard-
ships which he bail suffered. and the
terribly nervous strain to which he has
boen exposed.
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THE ANDES

PIERCED BY

A RAILWAY TUNKEL.

Map showing the situation of the tunnel which has pierced the Andes, between

Argentina and Chile.

The {wo aections of this huge tunnel, which is 3280 yards

loug and about 11,000 fect above the sea, were joined recently. The railway will

be at ooee constructed, and by next March pagsongers should be able {o travel

between Valpariao and Buenos Ayres without going round Cape Hom. The eom-

plvtion of the tunoel is a great Wriumpls for the Hritish engineers who have rar-
Tied out the work.

chener’s judpment and knowledze, Cab-
inei hopd to revalve a defence acheme
which would stand to them without idie
sacrifice of their yonng mamhood in the
last emergemy,

The Cook Fiasco.

The verdict proncunced by the Coun-
cil of the Copenhagen University upon
Nr. Cook's diaries must be regarded as
dizposing finally of that extiraordinary
man’'s pretensions, Copenhagen, hav-
ing recelved Cook with high honours om
kis returm fo ecivilisation, and baving
thua committrd itaclf to mome mort of
recogmition of his claims, han naturally
bern much interented in the controversy
tbat has raged round him, and the ap-

Food and the Trusts,

From time to time +he nalions have
been suleminly warned of the danger in
store for them if they allow their sup-
plies of focd to faH into the hionds of &
few powerful monopoliate; but so far
the ominous predictions of economists
and demagogues bave produved litile
ellect. 1t is etill open to any wan or
eorporation rich or powerful enomch to
secure contrel of a coumiry's sieck of
meat or eorn or conl, and by raising prices
at his own diserelion to make proid cut
of the necpusities of the genemal publie,
Tn Ameria, however, where the principia
of commercial monopoly has becn mant
efoclively enrried oui, tha yague appre-

hensica of & “corzer” jo grain or sowme

other necessary of life, has from thmu
to time given place to a definite
grievance, and thus to & resolute
determimation to resist to the uotiers

maet such o ercroavbment upom
the rights of the people to a fair
share in the means of living, And

50 by an casy process of developmeni we
reach the situation that haz arisen im
the Faslern Gtales where the rise in tha
price of fooxl has induced the consumers
to eomdine in a boveott against the des
predations of the iiresponsible captalists
who are ruthiessly exploiting the needs
of the poor. : .

We need liardly labour to prove the
penerally  acknowledzed fact that the
American meat supply is practically con-
trolled by a dew great lhouses—Ar-
mours, Swifts, Morris, the National
Packing Company—and it is almost uni-
versally admitted in the United Stales
that the great eombine into which thesa
firm=: have been orpanised has seeured
its impregnalle position by illegitimate
mivans.  However, the knowledye of
the rxistence of a dishanest monepoly
is not enough te arcusze public resists
ance, so lenyg g the imlividual  con-
sumer dora not feel the burden press-
ing too hkeavily on his own shoulders.
But in America the Meat Trust secrs
to have made the niiztake of allowing
its preed to ontrun its diseretion; for
there is no doubt that it has been sicad-
ily raising relail prices against the
conzumer for a long time past. Four
years: ago Mr. C. E. Russell, in his famous
atlack upon the Meat Trust. showed that
while the cost of cattle had fallen, the
price of meat had rizen everywhere in
the markets that the Trust controis,
It takes =ome time for facts of this
kimi 1o impress themselves upon the
public imagination; but the Americans
appear 1o be realising at last that they
are being systematically forced to pay
exsoriionate prices for their fond to swell
the profits of a handiul of plutocratie
law-breakers. When onece the natiom
fully grasps this trueth, we may salely
trust the courage and capavity of the
Americans to find 2 way out of the -diffi-
culey. Hut the position of Ameriea in
regard to the Meat Trust to-day may be
our own fo-morrow, and the experience
of the United Htates should le ennugh
to persuade all demeeratic nations thabl
it js Lhe duty of the Siate to protect
the people apainst any attempt on Eha
part of monopolists 10 secure controd
over the sources of the foud supply,

What Is a Gentleman 7

One of the worlds grest savings
that which Carlyle made famons, *How
did you know he was a gentlemant
‘Ol he kept a gig."” But the beauty of
that does not selve the problem of tha
definition of the grand oll name of
gentleman.  Somewhere or other a lady,
ie made to say: “Show me 3 man, and
Il tell you whether he is a grentleman
or not. But I ean’t define the ereature.”
And it is to be feared that the feebls
intelligence of the human race is not
likely to get mueh further than that.
At all events the latest police-court de-
finitien will not help us. A gentleman,
it wax mstated at Weatminsl.ef, London,
is “a man who smokes gixpenny cigara™

————

*I! you walk into a criminal ¢ourt and
bet 8 to 1 that the case being heard
grose from drink you will wim money ™
said Judge Rentoul at the 0ld Railey,
Yondon, TXNinety per cent of the oases
heard here’and 97 or 98 per cent of tha
cazes of bodily injury arise from drink ™

1 notieed in the Wellington newspapers
that st & gradueation eeremony there wan
much disturbance by studeats, For the
suke of University education in Mew Zen-
land this ia mwch te be deplored.—The
Leauoclior of the Uwiveraily - of New
Zenland {Mir R Stout), S

Under the circumnrtances, with se muoaol
eoncern being manifeated, and so mueh
intervat being taken in the matter, E
think some sort of inquiry shauld taks
plaee—dr, . M. Poole, M F., e the
Aunyveit onsa, L - ...



