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poet of oAl years whose pocma are loat,
but who -lives in emgle disconnected
tines. -

So I had tea in the ganlen (the de-
Jizht wikich has survived so many gener-
ations) that aftermoon, as I had desired,

‘Just as we finished o mono came down
on us like a wasp, and the officer alight-
ed,

I paid the fine with a light heart, for,
ufter all, I had come home at the least
ten minutes earlier than I eould other:
mwise have done; and, besides, had I
gone into the eity T shoukl have had ta
pay 276 for a local mono out to the
finase, The officer gave me a reeeipt
and wrote my name in his ook, i it
wore found that I had befare broken the
regulation  recarding  usine  the para-
chintes T would be sent apother account,
Qf eonrse he did not say so. T knew it,
however, knowing the law.  Neither did

Tie ask me if 1 .lhad belore broken the
rezulation. QOur civilisation now gives
no opportunity  fer lies. My name

mwouhl be looked up at Webl Jlouse —
£hat wa= all,

The officer folded up the parachute,
ped away again, and
the g.u"ulm “with the

blackbirds.

TREDERICK NIVEN.

The Increase of Insanity.

FEminent doctors have: rencwed their
alars that insanily is greatly on the
increase, bt {savs an American writer)
it may ouly scem so. In the earlier daya
of our nation there was s¢ much 1a-
dividuality, both of aclion and expres-
sion of apinion and of general behavionr
anl deportment, that the widest varia-
tious in dewmeancur were considered quite
nermal. Now any deviation from the ac-
cepted conmmonplace in manner or views
is Leld to he eccontrie if not worse.w Af-
ter centuries ol the mounlding influence of
fixed ideas and tixed rules of conduct in
China, the Chinese as a people came to
look, speak, and act exactly alike. There
i* o insanity in China. Until Western
nations appeared on its herizon with a
few intellpctual novelties ag well as other
bric-a-brae and Yaukee notions there
hadn’t been a aew idea in China for 2000
Fears. If we keep on locking up all our
queer people in large brick’ and stone

huildings and appoioting “attendants™ to
watch over them. or, myre especully, it

we othorwise punish them by shunning
them, casting them out from fellowship
and pnliti{-ul and socinl communion be-
cause of theie weird views of socivlogy,
macriage, politiml ecnnomy, dre
form,

the nude in art, or \(“vt i

develupiment of original thought that we
®hail reach the restful, placid, and qnite
deceazed mental state from which China
is with great and p.1m[ul strugales being
resurrected. This is not to be taken as
B r(‘]n’u]l(‘n-uon of the restraint of persons
who imagine they are fried eggs, anl ask
you for a picce of brewd “in “order that
they many sit down,” or the poor victims
of melancholia that are wretehed in the
hullucination tieat they arve Lady Jane
Grey, There is real insanity enough, but,
as nearly half of it. according to the
figures of the medical experts them-
N‘l\(’&. arists from aleoholism, and 40 per
ecent from “heredity,” which is largely
aleohelism in its sccondary or tertiary
manifestation, it s reassuring to coan-
clude that the uman race, where it i3
oot thus artificially centaminatel by the
practice of bad habits, is essentially as
good in its lLealth of Lrain as primitive
aLn. "

Reading at Meals.

Tha hahit of reading ot meals ia
{says the “Family Doctor™) to be con-

demned, and more particularly, when it

hus grown to one of actual study, and
when the reader endeavours to gain
knoewledge and save time at his menls.
The solitary reader, if he reads, should
only read what ix light and amusing.
The commen praciice of having the
motning paper at our breakfaat talile
is mot eupecially llljllrll)llﬂl ag it fur-

nizhes itemis for conversation, and does
not particularly exerceze the bruin, but
if it should do mo, it is mdvizable to at
once discontinue it. 1digeslion is al-

wiys beat ‘served when the mind i« free -

from care, and when the phyasical pro-
oesses of our frames are left to dis-
charge their work free from mnervous
tratumels. 1t is on the ground of tle
elevation of spirita produced by cheer-
ful association with othera that pens
sant conpeny at meals hus always form-
ed a condition of social enjoyment, -

. haa

ENGAGEMENTS,

No Notice of Engagemenis or Mar-
riages can be Inaeried unless Bigned by
Our Ouwn Correspondeni or by some re-
spongible person, with Full Nome and
Addrcas,

The engagement is announced of Mr,
H. Monro, eldest son of Mma. A, Monra,
“rankhou<e” to Miss M. Clouston, eldest
daughter of Mrs, W, E. Clouston, *St.
Amlreu' " Blenhim,

Annomiineement Las just been made of
the engigenent of Miss Melma Fraser,
Youngest daughter of Mr. J. C. Fraser,
of Curomamlel, te Mr. F. P. Burgess,
burrizter and soklieitor, of that town.

- The engagement is announced of Miss
L. Buigan, danghter of the Jate Mr.
for nuiny years Editor of the
“Wanganui Herald,” to Mr, IE Ostler,
LL.BE.

Position of Women in France.

e gnllantry of Frenchmen is prover-
bial; but it will come as a shoek {o wost
af us to Lear that as scor as the result
of an examination held last month in
Paris for visiting doctors to the Parls
Trospitals was  announ and  Mdlle,
Romnee headed all her anale competitors,
ber ungallant rivals comienced <houting,
“Down with the examiners!”  “Down
with all women! aud raized what is
known as a “chahut™ aguinst their wo-
man conguercr.  [f tlus muanifestation
was against woman's progress, it was cer-
taicly must unjustitied.  In France a
woeman i= treated with very seant favour
by the law. She is, in fact, little better

=

than a slave awerding to the Code
Napoleon. When she is married she ean;

ot .spend & penny. of her own money
withont ler Lusband’s simunature, which
is also nevessary for every act in every-
day life. She capnot even deposit money
in a bank alone, und a Turkish princess
who tried to da this Iately was con-
tined to remark, s this whai you call
lillerty in France? We are betler off
in Turkey.” . LUntiill yoite recently a
woman hud oot even the right to spend
Ter own earnings, and her drupken huos-
band could take them away from her aad
her children avithout her having any re-
dresa. Nevertheless, the Frenchwowman
been steadily fighting  her  uphill
lmttle, never claiming a privilege till ~he
hus proved her capacity for not abusing
it. Tm this way woemen are sdmitted as
witnesses to all swtarital acts; they have
votes jor elecling Consular Judpes and
seatsa at the Councils of the Drod-
Temmes, and they ave already becoming
numerouns as advocates at the bar and
practising as physicians, This is the firsh
iime that u woman has headed the list
in the examination for visting haspital
docters, bui not long ago a Mdlle. Monod
passed fiest #s house physfinn at Lyons,
and there are muuy women now instulled
in the Lospitals, both as “internes" and
“externes.”
. o ——

«t

v little fresh air girl, on her return to
New York the jmat summer, refused o
drink milk, as her custom had been,
Tipon being urged to donk it, she =
“I used ta like it, but I knuow what it
i3 now—it's chewed grasa,”

GILBERT J. MACKAY,

FLORIST, 185 QUEEN ST.
°  TAUCKLAND,

The best for

WEDDING BOUQUETS,

CUT FLOWERS

FUNERAL IMOLEM3 &

FLORAL HEQUISITES

£01.D WIRE, any nume, 3/6, post fres.
DEXNLES BuiuS., Quesn-st., Auckiand

THE LANGHAM,
WYNDITAM-ST.,, ATCELAND (3 minutes
from Queen-st.) wll be open to recelve
Guests on aud after MONDAY, GlL Dec.
Fiverythleg New and Up-io-dute. Besutl-
ful Yiews Qulat posltion, Teleplons 2252

1910

Orange Blossoms.

f—=—

COLEMAN—SWINBURN,

WEDDING which ereated a good

deal of that of

Mins Blnch May Nwinbura,

only daughter of the Rev. W.
Bwinburn (vicar of All Glad-
stone, and formerly vicar of Waipawa),
and Mr Herbert Napier Colem
Mr and Mrs o, H. Coleman, o
tirau” Napier. The service. whicl was
fully choral, was vonducted by the Hev,
W, Swinburn, wssisted by the Vencerible
Archdeacon Neill.  of - Doneilin, and
Canon Take, of Napier, The erremony
tounk place ul Cheist Uhureh, Fe Awte, on
Wednesilay Tast, and the chreh was ]11! 1-
ti decorated for the oceastun
friends of the Dbride. The bride
given away by Mr Allan Williams,
lovked very gracefnl and charming in a

interest was

Sainta,

Aon of

1

lovely Directoire gown of vory  =alm
T meicor. The gown wis maude with »

long coort train, the fronp panel of the

skirt being elaborately soutached. The
draped eorsage w alse dinishwl with

he sleeves were of
She wore & hal~mne
of orange blos-
exiuisite  shower

silk soutache, an
tinely-tucked net.
fulle veil vver wreath
somsa, and carricd
houquet of \\lnt(-
streamers,
Nell Zichy 5
French striped muslin Enpice frock over
pale blue glace, and Iarvge blue puture
hat with tulle and lace; her gift from
the bLridegroom was & lovely little bina
enamelled waleh on safety pin. Two
ny i Mary Warren and Mildred
{tardner—wore dainty  whife froeks of
Tndinn  lawn, iuserted with b over
blve silk; their muslin hats over blue
silk were wreathed with tiny pink rose-
buds; they received as mementoes of the
oeeaston enawelled pendants and ehaing,
and they carricd bougquets of pink rose-
buds. - The bridegronm’s rother {Mr. Ko
1y Watd) acted as best man, The “We
ding March™ was played by M Freda
Davis. A reception was aflerwanrds lield
at. Te Aute College Ly Mr. wml Mrs.
_\]].m Wi The bride’s 1ravellingg
A WHA ilor-made of lutir conl

L trinneed with <iTk sontache braid,
and hat of ereme straw lined with blue
and Lrimmed with pale blue chitfon aml
long plumes a long dost’ eoat of §
blue vompleted hee costmme, — (Napier
Correspondent).

WILLEAM: FIERGURON,

A marriage of some inlerest to
Fealanders ook place on the 2L
December, when Miss Roberta §
of Christeliurel. New Zealand. and \lr.
F. Williams, of ITas Epnland, were
married at AN Saints” (llllth ML Wilil,
Melbourne, by  the Rev. Archdeacon
Crosslex.  The Britle lookel  handsome
in a smart white linen costume, heavily
embroidered. einty white AMaitess T
acarf, und large Black hat.  Miasx Leibs
Staite, another New Zealander, wore a

Noew
uf

most becoming lavender Shantung sitk
coatume, relicved with blnek. large lav-
ender hat with bluck ospreys, The bride-
gronm wis &ltended by the Rev. Horace
Crotiy, M.A,  After lanch Mr. aml Mra.
Williama Ieft for “6iracetale Howse,™
Healesville. on their honey moun

JEONAS—UMAHON,

A quict but pretty wediting was ecle-
brated al S& Jolin= Chureh. Feilding,
o Junyary Flitl, by the Rev. A dnwes
Jones, tle contracting parties being Mr.
Claarles O Nathan
late  Mr. Emanuet Jomes. of  Sydney.
NEWL, and Alisa Ada Mabel Mah
daugliter of the fate Mr. John Muhon,
of Napier.  The bride, whoe was given
wwity by her unele, Mro Walter A L.
Bailey, was atlired in a vy blue trivel-
Yingr coxtame and pretty Tasean hat, with

Jonas, s of the

tded Tos e was attelded by her

L 2 1l . whe wore
white  ernliraid muslin,  dainsiky
trinnned. with laee and dnsertion, Tirge
hlack hat with feather

v 1d carried a
bouquet of pale pink ros Al 1ol
Bemnetts. of Auckboul, was beat .
After the cercmony, the immediat -
tives were entertained at the resideaee
of the bride's mothr.  Later Alr. and
s, Jomas Iefl for New Plymouth, en
route o Awcklaml, their fature hiowe,
The bridegrosocs present to the bride
was n pv.n‘l pendant and pear) aml raby
Brooch, and to the bridesnmdd w gold
bracelet.  Mes, Midwon, mother of  the
bride, wore Dblack chilon taleins and
black hat with feather Mra. Walier
Bailey, black silk. Llack hat  relicved
with whilte.

Gorgeous Meals,

On their vizit to Barol
deney of Bumbay, on Xavember 16 lagt,
the Vierroy awl Lady Minto inspecled
the Stale jewels, whiclh are among. the
finrest collecti the world, They are
Lkepl in the old Nozar Bagh alace, aml
are estimated to e worth opwarls of
CEHIEOON,  Here (sava 1he “Times of
Tndia™) one nwy ser x Fomons diamond
cullar romposed of 300 diamemls, in five
Tows, and two rows of emeralds. o
1he prodant is beantiinl dimond,
laraer than the ]\'nhinunr. called “'Tha
Star of the South”  There are chaing
i l‘\l]lll\llt‘ pearhi all ahout the size of
a swall and prriect e shape and
tnhlur 'Illert> are mleaming neckhlacea
uf ~1|)plurps and rubics anil 1i worth
a king’s ramsom.  Greatest of ali in
attmetion, perhaps, i a rarpet woven

n lhe Tresi-

onge

of strings of pearts, with the centre aml
It is POfE lony and
amed Lok

cornera of diamonds.
Git wide, and co<t  £'200.000,
three years to complele. This
for the Gackwar Khandi Rao,
intended an & present for a hdy with
whom he was in love.

make the Uentury Camera the
the price,

Ly

SHARLAND &

BHARLAND &

.. CAMERA

These instroments are fitted with exclusive movements,

Twenty-four Models and Sizes from £2 12 6 to £20,

CALL. ar WRITE for the CENTURY BUOK,

Lambton Quay, WELLINGTON.

PERFECTION

Century Cameras

arve Lthe Cameras of expericnce, They
are manufactured with most modern
mechanical sppliances, and every
care is taken that the finished pro-
dnet in the nearest possidle approach to
absolute perfection.

which
best for all purposcs, and the bewt lor

LTD.,
Lorne Bt., Aunchland.
LTD., [PPhoio Prepat,

co.,

co.,
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