
i* to •
'h of *he Mission of

Help in X a Zealand. ari:»ej at Welling-
ton on Wedne-day from Sydney by the

Warrimoo. The Rev. Mr. PoDock. who

is a xoiupanied by his wife and family,
ha* come out at the wi«h of the English
Committee to make arrangements for the

work uf the visiting'dergy. He will be

in the Dominion some three or four

months.
A large number of friends will regret to

hoar that Sergeant McPhee, one of the

ino-t .papulai officers in the Auckland

police force, and officer in charge of

Neu market, died last week as the
result <>f ptomaine poisoning. The ser-

geant had been ill lor ten day* or more,

suffering from what wa> at fir*t

to be influenza, but which was subse-

quently diagnosed as ptomaine poison-
ing. The deceased officer was in the

prime of life, and had been in the ser-

vice for a-boiit eighteen years, having
been <aliened successfully at Thames. Te

Awamutu. and Auckland, while for the

pa*t <*ir itwen months he had been in

charge . f the Newmarket sub-district.

His death will be a decided loss to the

Department. The late sergeant is sur-

vived by his wife, but had no family
Owing to the fact that Mr. Maurice

Priestley, of Waikiekie. has been ap-
pointed to the Mti.-n of headmaster of

th< Model Country School in connection
with the Auckknd Training College,
the ut> • f Waikiekie tendered to

Mr. and Mrs. Priestley a banquet- in the

Public Hall <>n the 2>th ultimo. Some

two hundred well-wishers attended to

feay farewell u- the guests, who have

ben resident* in Waikiekie for a period
<i eight J.eaa*. Mr. AlvX Stephen, *en..

J.l’., the pioneer settler ««f the district,
find a chairman of the district *cli«»ol for

thirty three »n>-cuthrear*. presided,
an- in flattering terms touched on Mr.

and Mrs Priestley’s services to the dis-

trict in various capacities. . and asked
th.m. < n b. half of the residents, to ac-

cept * a token of their esteem and

appreciation a very handsome marble

eWk suitably engraved. Mr. Priest by
i tting
d* nt* 1 r th.-ir kindne— and considera-

tion dsi.v-r t» him and hi* family, and

a**un*d l-hcin that whatever he and his

wif. had .h ue for the district had been

<h nr fr» in a deep sense of duty and not

from hope of reward. The handsome

present -made that night, however, would

e ver he valued as a link binding them
te tl»e place where they had spent .thi
first \ear* of their married life. The
evening was spent in a social manner,
Mi. t uniadd .-ffiviating a* M.C. After

th< singing of “Auld Lang Syne,” good-
byes were *aid. and the guest* departed.

Mr. W. G. Grace, of London, arrived

b> lite Main Trunk train on Saturday
and i* slaying a: the Star Hotel.

Mr. and Mr*. J. W. Dance, of Dunedin,
arrival* by the Main Trunk train

ci. Saturday, and are stopping at the

Cetiir.ii Hotel.

Newton, of the ill-fated Wai-
karc, has been chosen for the position
<< - . • New Plyu
from an »ii_f< over 30 applicants.

Me>*n*. C. H. S?viHe and W. Angus,
o' Wellington. Herbert Roland, of Dun-

edin. and A. Kaye, of Christchurch, are

at present in Auckland, stopping at the

Star Hotel.

Mr. IL Wollennan arrived by the

Main Trunk express from Wellington,
and is at present staying at the Grand
Hole*. He is plea sure-seeking, and pro-
ceeds' shortly to Rotorua.

Mias Inglis, matron of St. Helens Hospi-
tal. Christchurch, has been appointed
matron of Cambridge Sanatorium, siys
Christchurch message, which also states

that Miss Ludwig, sub-matron at S.

Helena Hospital, Chri*tchurrh. ha- been

appointed matron of St. Helens Hospital,
Auckland.

Mr. W. Fish wick, L.A.8.. accompanied
by his wife and family, left Auckland by
the express on Friday to take up a posi-
tion as organist at Trinity Church. Tim-

aru. Mr. and Mrs. FishwSek were pre-
sented with an elaborate silver tea pot
as a mark of esteem. A good pro-
gramme, vonsßtlng of isongs. recitations,
solos on piano and violin, and grapho-
phone selection* was gone through, and

a very enjoyable evening was spent.
The death took place at his residence.

£tanlake, Mauku. on Thursday, of an

old and well-known colonist', Mr. Hey-
wood Crispe. The deceased gentleman
arrived at Auckland in the ship Victory
on February 2. 1851, and lias been a

resident of xbe Mauku district for 52

years. In 1859 he joined the first volun-

teer corps formed at Mauku, and later

served as a sub-lieutenant during the

trouble with the natives in the district
in lSti.3. receiving the New Zealand war

medal. Afterwards he served in the

Oiahuhu troop of the Royal Cavalry
Volunteers, under Colonel Nixon. The

late Mr. Crispe was an active worker of

St. Bride’s < hr.rch and Sunday School,

!: .iv‘’ gb?<n Sandiy School superintendent
thin a year

or : .vo of his death a lay reader iu the
Church. He was also keenly interested

in local public matters, naving been in

the past ehiirman of the Mauku Roa 1

Board for about 15 years. About three

y. ir« back he underwent an operation,
from which he never fully recovered. A
v.id a . three son-, and three sister* sur-

vive him.

German Samoa.

AN INTERESTING INTEIA ILW.

rO<ITION OF THE ENGLISH.

Dr. Self. Governor of the German
colony in Samoa, who is spending some

time rn Wellington after, a nine years'
absence, jvas seen by a representative
of “The Post/’ and in the course of an

interview gave some interesting infor-

mation on German method* of admin-

istration in Samoa.

It was gathered that the staple nat-
ive product of Samoa had been,
would continue to be. copra. The Gov-

ernment was trying to improve, and had

already largely *»iceee<led in improving,
the cultivation of copra, and the trad-
ei*. a* well a* the planter*, were abso-

lutely satisfied with what was being
done in this direction.

Dr. Solf wa* asked if there had not
been some dissatisfaction with the
methods of the Government in this mat-

“Oh. yes.” he readily replied. “Thers
are. you know, traders, but not of high
standing, who take a very narrow view
of the eih.v* of trading. They are re-
)u< fant to adopt —

a hat shall I say?
Well, good moral* in trade. They wish
to cheat the native*. But I am glad to

say that the Government, assisted by
the leading white traders, English as
well a* German, is doing its best to

establish a better code of commercial

morality, and the natives themselves

are quick to see what is good for them,
and are willing to co-operate also.

RUBBER PROSPECTS.

“You wish to know to what the
whites can turn their attention? Well,
rubber cultivation is one thing; and in

that they are already most successful.
Indeed, there is much English and New

Zealand capital invested in it. The
trees are expected to show excellent re-

turns in two years. Almost every kind
of rubber is thriving well. I am very
optimistic as to the success of rubber

cultivation. As to the price of rubber

keeping up, well, the world’s visible

supply is not yet equal to the demand.
“Great success, too. has been experi-

enced in cacao culture—for making
cocoa.”

“You have some difficulty, do you
not. with regard to labour?”

“We did have. That has been met

by importations of Chinese, who. gen-
erally speaking, work well. If masters
and coolies understand each other bet-
ter. the friction that sometimes arises

would disappear.”
“The Samoan native, though, lias a

reputation for laziness, has he not?”

“FAA SAMOA.”

‘‘They do not like to work on con-

tract labour for white men; but I can

tell you that the stories you may hear

of lazy Samoans must be taken cum

grano salis. Tlie natives have to grow
their o>vn eocoanuts, yams, taro, kava,
bananas, and tobaeeo; they have to rish

for their own tables: they have to

build and repair their canoes; and they
are their own architects and builders—-

and very line houses they build, too,
most artistically decorated in the nat-
ive manner. I c-aa assure you. No: the
native is not so lazy as he is represent-
ed to be Moreover, there is a com-

munism among the natives which
stands in the way of individual effort.
Each member of the race owes some

duty to the oilier members, and must
contribute to the common weal. If,
then, he works for a white man, his
labour is a loss to the community. So

they regard it. Therefore, they think
and maintain that what a native mav

earn by working for a white man. he

should put into the comffiunal purse.
So .you see, working for •white men in

plantations must necessarily be unpopu-
lar.” e-

NATIVE LAND POLICY.

The land policy of this German-govern-
ed colony was referred to, and Dr. Solf

explained its working. It was calcu-

lated that every native required three
acres of fertile land for his own use. and
after that had been provided then the

balance could be available for cultivation
by wdutes. “This system gives ample
room for the increase of the natives.”
said Dr. Solf, "and I am glad to sav that
tae natives are increasing, although
slowly, and this otir statistics prove.
The policy satisfies both whites and
natives. A native cannot sell or lease
any of his three acres of land. But
leases which were granted to whites
for thirty years in international times
and after the hoisting of the flag, may
become freeholds of the whites. The
reason of this is plain. It was recognis-
ed that the land w-fitvh had been kept in
a state of high cultivation by whites and

greatly improved should not revert to

the native who would have the advx*.
tage of thirty years of a white ma>*«

labour.”

UNDER THE GERMAN FLAG.

The status of British residents under

the tierman flag was referred to, and
Dr. Solf at once made it dear that ail

who were not natives were distinguished
as white. “Now,” he said, ’'the British

have equal protection with the Germans,
and equal consideration. We have no

preferential tariff. There is one Cus-

toms tariff and, it does not favour any
one—Genmin or otherwise. The Gov-

ernment has given great consideration
to the historical development of Samoa,
and has continued to regard all whites,
be they Germans. Englishmen, or Ameri-
cans, under the one heading of foreign-
ers as distinguished from Samoans.
New Zealand feels the benefit of this,
and directly, for New Zealand products
are admitted to the group on exactly
tile same footing as German, in so far as

the Customs duties are concerned, as

there is no preference for Germans.

Consequently, now that the Oceania
Steamship Companv has eeased sending
their steamers from San Francisco to

Samoa, there is no competition in cann-

ed goods from America, but they come

from New Zealdhd. Butter and frozen
meat—the latter in not snch large quan-
tities as ought to come—and canned

mea-s and timber: come from this coun-

try in considerable shipments.”

THE RIGHT OF BRITISHERS.

"Would it be correct, then, to say
that the British have political rights
equal with the Germans?”

Certainly, that is so. Why. I have
on my Advisory Council two English-
men. There is not, nor has there been

any trouble between the Germans and

the English because of the difference of

nationality The British have ben given
no reason to find German rule
and have not found it so.

"I am glad to say that in Samoa

there is not. as it seems there is in other

parts of the wbrld. any ill-feeling be-
tween Englishmen and Germans. In
Samoa they dwell together harmonious-
ly, and during the whole of my term in

tie islands they have never done any-
thing else. I cannot speak much abojfr
the present high tension of feeling be-

tween Englishmen and Germans jn Eu-
rope. except to regret it as all thinking
Englishmen and Germans must regret it;
and 1 do think that it is much evagoer-
ated by the inflammatory section of the

British and German newspapers. I do

not really think that bitter feeling is
characteristic of the people of England
and the people of Germany. Each needs

to know the other more.”

There is no reason why the national
forces of Australia should not make

their standard of efficiency on a par with,
if not higher than, those of the military
Powers of Eurpoe and elsewhere, but
you c-annot expect immediate results.—
Lord Kitchener, speaking in Melbourne.

In no othere country in the world
do the young men show such natural

qualifications whereon to build a military
career. A great deal of the training that
in the ordinary course is necessary to
obtain an efficent soldier is already part
of their daily life. — Lord Kitchener
speaking in Melbourne.
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