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Erection of the Fades Viaduct.

PIECE of Yridge ronstruction
work presenting some notewor-
thy featurea hai recently been
carried out in Framce, 1t ia

known as the ¥ades Viaduci, and ia
designed to take the railroad aeross the
wide valley in which flowa the river Sioule.
Jhe present work is notable for two rea-
wons, one of these being the exceptionai
theight of the masonry pillars, which are
built in tle valley, and in the second
place for the considerable length of the
pentral span. The viaduet has (he form
of & straight iron lattice-work bridge
construction. It is ecarried upon two
fofty piera and two abulments, the length
wof the consecutive spana being 383 feet,
W75 feet, and 353 feet. The flooring of the
wiaduet lies a3 a height of nearly 440
feet above the level of the Sioule. The
height of the great masenry columns
of reelangular section is 304 fcet, and
they appear Lo be the hiphest pillars for
a bridge built in Europeup to the present.
The most diflicult part of the work was
to make the junction bLetween the over-
Aunging bkalves of the central spam,
This  was carried out recently, aad
ghe operation was performed  with
remarkable precision.  To make the
Junetion, the whole bridge had te be
gifted off the two main columns by hy-
drauli¢ jacks, in order te make up for
khe =light sinking of the two fore ends
end bring these exactly oppesite each
wther and in true hee. After joiring
dhe ends, the bridge was luwered again
WVPOR iL3 SEPPOTLY. .
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Lentenary of Gas Illumination,
The eenlenary of gas illamination has
evoked the customary ihquiry. as to who
was ita inventor. Some yeurs ago, be-
fore gus lampes flickered In even London
gtrects, a Cornish winer bad flled a ket~
tle with small coul, and had heen found
- Jighting the gas he.gut out of the spout.
But the veal inventur was the wuinth
Earl of Dundenald, thes engaged in the
mannfaciare of another -new thing—tar.
He wude an cenonpous- gpile of coal for
the sake of gaihering the residuum. Bub
the pile Jid not born fast enough to
please Lim, amd he iuserted a Iarge air
pipe to quicken combustion.  The gas
drom the air pipe, to his astonishiment,
ignited. Bui while it frightensd the

neighbowrhood from  ita  propristy, it
quite failed to enlighten the Earl to the
discovery of somelhing ever mare useful
than tar, ’
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An Intorqnting Discavery.

A recent mission of the Chicage Uni-
versity resulted in the discovery of more
than two thousand tablets covered witn
wedge-shaped characters (writing)  das-
ing five thousand years B.!. They are
of every possible variety of size and
shape.  The most ancient look like a
lititle orange on which the seribe re-
sponsible for the writing painted scrawl-
characters and left them for the aun
to dry. That particular furm of tabiet
was replaced by dlarter dises, and., last
of all, about four thousand years hefore
Christ, came the perfectly fHat, sguare,
and rectangular tablets whivh were to
Fold their plave indelinitely. Among the
reetangular tablets of the ancients thers
were a few designed for speeinl use.
Home of them were for the use of
achool children. They were very much
like the slutez uzed hy the chiliren of
the infant achook-—nearly rvound. On+
of the most remarkable of those apecial
forms was that of the tablet nsed for
correspondence dating from 2300 years
B.C. The clay slate was prepared and
the jnseription made as for all the onii-
nary documents; then, when that part
of the work waas done, the =late, or tab-
let, was covered with a thin envelope,
also of slate-clay, just as we use enve-
lopes to-dey, to protect the letter from
curious eyea.
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A Wonderful Invention.

Tt is seriously declared €hat Nikols
Tesla, the well-known American inventor,
“hag practically perfected a new syeten
of telegranliy and teleplony, whic ffors
from the present wireles em m thas
it utilizes as the transmitting agency, noi
waves of air, but the inherent conduc-
tivity of the earth itself. Space. time,
and the clewments b almost utterly dis-
regard="” awd, says the announcement
from which we quote, My, Tesly iz absa
Jutely cantolent, fram experiments which
e has already condueted in Colurado and
Sloreham, Long Istand., thae the day
when one may talk arcund the werd

by wirvless telephone at a triftinee cost
has dawned,  Moreover, the messages
beingr sent undergronnd
ol interferenve 1 obyg,
cluims are very interesting, amd that is
why they are given such prominenee. Ha
Dboilly asserts that distance ia wo oh-
stacle, a3 in the caze of the air wireless,
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Nead proved from a station he had already
estalilished that the vevy powerfil cur
rent developed by the foamsmiter tre
verasd the entire globe 1 returne| la
ils mtartiy cint inan intery

jourmey of 2o mikes being eilfected ul-
most without any luas of encrygy,

END VW
that <y nermlwre of veceiving ot :fions
nray b nesl apd that mer enly will
pHTSERTE L anb wrvand e world

become ine v el
man anywhere in i

ing toe his e ar

Tt et wny
world abay, by plac-
ver purelusel fur o

dollar or Lwe, Tear an opera in Pavis,
Melbourne, Visnme, or New York., To
an interviewer, Mo Tesa sabd th t le
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