Music and Drama. -

By BAYREITH

—

BOOKINGS.
IJ {Dates Subject to Altetatlon)

AUVCKLAND YIS MAJESTY S
Jan, 24 te Feb. 14 — J. C. Williamson,
“The Chenat.”
January 24 ta Febraary 1%
“Ing  [deutenant™
to  March

¢, Willlsm.

Magie
March 14 to *
March 26 (1

Mnprlow

Wpril 14 to

April 2R to . Wl Litnasen
May W to Allan flamilion.

My 0 b I 1R - Meveell

Jume N to Tty 6—J . Willinmsoh,
July T to 14-- wil zod Gunao,
dJuly 13 to 1 1gh J. Ward

S0 Wiltianadnn,
— Auckluud Buxing Asso-

‘August 1 te 1
Beptember Lo
vintion.

Feplewber 7 to 21 J. ¢ Willismuon,

Beptember 26 to Oclober 10 Allan Hamile
tou -

Octolier 20 to November 4 —Fred Grabam,

THE OI'ERA ITOUSE.
Io Sensou—Fuller's Iietures.

ROYAT: ALBERT HALL
In Season— llayward's Piclures.

WELLINGTON OPERA HOUSE.
Jdan. 1T le 26 —Cnarter the Magician.
Jao. 20 to Yeb. 1. J. C. Willlims=on,
L'eb. 20 to March Al i
March 26 to Apcil 1IR—F. ¢. Wllizwson,
‘April 1% to 27 _Meyocll nnd Gudo. .
April 28 to & -f. €. Williameon,
#1a¥ 19 to Tune & —Fred, FA. Graham.
Juwe 4 to 25.-—J. . Willlamsnn,

THREATRE ROYAL.
¥audevilie (permuanenty.
TOWN HALL.

Marel 17, 18, 10 Tlespes o 1% Rarn Rand.
Foebruary I te 26— 1Msk Jnbilee Ningers.

amiltan.

Grlaworthy's Industrial Play.

OHN Galsworthy's “Stirife.” which

we are seon to see on this side

J of the world according to the
recent anncuncement by Mr. Jo

T, Wilhham=on, ia one of the guceessed
of thie past vear in Amecriea. It has
arousedl u tremendous amount of
terest o the Stabes, more so in fact thanm
it did when produced frst in London.
In both England and Awmerien the play
ereated A profound  impression on the
auwdiences.  Je deals with the prolem
of sirikes—a factor that ought to ensura
for it more than passing interest on this
rule of the warld. IHere in an aceount of
the play., published by the “New York
Fuost
“As mnst be pretiv generally known
by this time. the original location of
Alr. Gulsworthy's play was in England,
and it ix doubtful whwther much has been
Fained—if something has not Leen bost-—
Iy the transference of the seene to sowch-
eastern Ohi The or il persomadi-
ties do not always larmonize with the
new  environment {e which they lhave
been transplanted.  This possibly is &
somewhat  fanciflal  objection. At all
event~ it is not a malter of grave mo-
ment.: The action ia supposed 4o bha
confinimd to & period of six houra. When
the curtain rises a atrike of the hands
of the Ohio River Tin 1"late Mills has
been going on for weeka and months,
until the workera and their families have
been redueed almost {o the last ex-
tremily.  When the enrtain rises the
president and directors of (e company
wre holding a meeting in the manager's
Nionre Lo discuss the crisia. Tn the pro-
grean  of a singulariy life-like *and
weraciously written scene. the exact aitu
wtion ia unfalded. Tt i1 evident that
the wholt energy of the strike is centred
in old Juhn Anthony, the founder and
predident of the c¢ompany, on the one
hand, and Travid Roberts, the mocialiatio
aml fanatical leader of the men. on the
other. The former offers adamantine
Fenistance o the ferhle proteata of hia
weaker-kneed nasociatea, e han had
four labeur hattlex an hin handa, he aays,
nnd luss won them, all.  The only true
pelicy, he arguen, ia to rettle your terms
amd wtick de Lhem. Every concession witl
be Il the prelunde to more extravagant
demanida, I dividends be growing less
now, "they will vaniah altigether when
expromen are greater than reecipta, To
the remonstrances of his mon—who aym-
- palhimn with “the men—the timid ex-
portulations “of " hin  en-directora, the
prayera of his daughler, the warnings

of his aceretary. Lhe represeniations of
Uie union delegates, he turne o dezf ear.
When a committee of the working men iz
introduced, with the fery HRoberts at
their head, he opposes to demands and
threats the same rigid front of inexor-
able denial. HKven when warned of the
impending desertion of him by his board,
he maintaing an unmoved attitude of
aolitury deliunce.

‘The Horrers of the Strike,

“Then the weene rhifts to Reberts”
cottuge, wherein are assembled a num-
ler of wtarving women, who lament Lhe
obstinacy of Roberts in fighting a losing
batile, in which the women and the
children are the greatest sufferers. 1t
is  intimnted that the men them-
selves  would  yield i it were
not for {he inspiring zeal of Rob-
erts, who pledges them to certain
victory in return for endurance.  Mrs,
Roberts herself is plainly dying of want
and heart diseare, but she is loyal to her
husband aod refuses absolutely to profit
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Ly the aid which Enid Underwood, the
compassionate daughter of John Anthony,
would be only too glad to supply. The
charitablé instincts of Enid, indeed, only
expose lier to the savage scorn of Roberts,
who tells her that he would not raise a
fingrr L0 save her father from lingering
death, and the denunciation of Madye
Fhomas, a fierce duughler of the people,
who, in the deptlin of her deapair, de-
clares lo her lover that she witl =ell lier-
e rather than see ber old mother want
food langer,” Mr, Galaworthy paints the
squulid horrors of strike famines with
an unbesitating brush, .

A Roalistic Scene,

“Another change of scene shows o
meeting of Lthe mill bhunds outside the
milla, where various apenkers harangue
the strikers, It proved lsab eyening to
be a triumph of madern stage manage-
ment.  Fhe union delegate—with visiona
of defeat, and the engagement of ‘scab

“The Weekly Graphic and New Zealand Mail for January 26, 1910

labour' before his eyes—does his best,
in the face of growing bostility, to in-
ducg the men (o yield, and an old Welsh
workmun and exhorter, Henry Thomas,
implores them for the suke of their wives
and babies to return o work, mrgning
that this is the plain rourss prescribed
by duty and pature. The conflicling ele.
ments in the crowd are the cause of con-
stantly increasing turbulences; but the
majority are plainly wavering, when
Roberts, haggard but dauntless, 1akes the
platform, and, in a passionate address,
thrilling with scorn and invective, kindles
them to yet stronger rebellion. Ag the
moment of his triumph, just after he
las asserted that life itself would be a
small price 1o pay for victory, Madge
Theomas comes to him with the news Lhat
his wife is dead, an episode that brings
the scene to a powerful climax. Stunned,
but still unsubdued. Roberts stagpers
from the platform to regain the home
that is now more desolate than ever, and
the meeting resolves itself into a semi-
riot upon which the curtain falla

A Fight to a Finish, .

“In the concluding scene the direcio

ore again assembled in the manager's
house. All except old John Anthony nre
wavering. e is staunch as ever, though

he is conscious of impending defeat. The
news of the death of Roberts’ wife is
The

the chief cause of his overthrow.
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1F ALL THE WORLD WERE A S5TAGE

more susceptible directors dread the ef-
fect of it on publie opinion, and shud-
der at the thought of possible action
on the part of a coroner's jury or the
press, They propose a resolution that
the union delegates be empowered to
muke a settlement with the men, but be-
fore it camn be put to the vote old An-
thony, in & speech of fine dramatie force,
once more delines his ponition, declaring
that the whole futlure of the company
is at stake, thot peace obtained now by
concession must lead inevitably to futnre
Tuin, whereas firmoness would ensure
ppeedy victory and permanent prosperity,
aod that the question involved is one not
of aympathy, but vital busineas principle.

“When the vole iz recorded againat
him be resigns his porition on the Loard,
and then sinks into pathetic relapae, Pre-
sently the men’s committes are admitted
to deliver their fina] decision. Hearing
what has happenrd, Robertai—who has
entered Jote, having been delained by his

wife's death—is at first dispoeed to exull
over his fallen foe, but is quieted by the
union delegates. By degrees the stage is
cleared, the hagpurd Roberts, and the
stricken Anthony. retiring by opposite
doors. Finally only the seeretary of the
board and the union delegate remain.
Elowly the former realises that the com-
promise reached is the one which both
pides had rejected before the fight, and
that all the losa and suffering has been
in vain. ‘That is where the fun-comes
in,' says the delegate, snd the curtaim
falls.”

Masterlinck’'s Wonderful Play—
The Falry Tale of & Philosow
pher,

When Muaurice Maeterlinek’a “The
Blue Bird” was pwhlished in English in
the spring its wonderful twilight beauty
was at once recoghined, but the wmore
the reader Tealised the beawty the more
jmpossiple did it seem that 20 subtla
w#nd intangible 3 thing could resist tha
niaterializsm of the stage. 1t will be re-
called that the dramatie prodwction of
the piece at the Tlavmarket Theatre,
Yonden, bv Mr. Herbert Trench, waa
calted out here as “The moat remarkablas
dramstic and pictorinl snccess of the
present generation.”

The play, which Mr. Alexander Teix-
eira de Mattos has translated with strik.

~Get o bed, you old
foel, apa step sporipg
over ¢ theatrical page--

ing felicity, tells of the search made by,
two children—Ty1tyl and Mytyl—-for the
Blue Binl, the symbol of Happinesa,
They are accompanied by a dog and =
vat, and the spirita’ of Bread, Sugar, and
Light, to all of whom the fairies ha

given the gift of speech.

They v¥iait their desd grandmother
and grandfather in the Jand of Memory.
T ey are attacked by ihe spirita of the
irees in the Forewt, They meet Tume
and scorss of nnborn chikdren in the
Kingdom of the Future. They find
many blue birds in the alace of Night,
Dut they all die in their hande.

Ia every acene there is delight i fan.
tasy, in every epinode some awpoat of
Masterlinckian philoaophy. - But the
play i always dramutic, slways mor-
ing. .. - . : )

The cat Is Mr. Xipling's “cat:-that
walks by himnelf,” pntamed; Inlriguing,
treacherous. The dog is man's farddul



