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! The Rmsian Admirlty continues dis-
erganised. The four Dreadmoughte eas-
pot ba completed within the timg fixed
withoub recourse o foreign aid. The
Government works, which undertook to
supply thke necessary armour in two
years, find #4 imposeible te deliver the
turrets and plates for & decads.

Owing to Awmerita’s growiog Intereats
in the Orient and Parific, the fleet has
been aubdivided mto Asiatie and Pa-
cifle Aeets respectively.

M. Delagrange, the noted ¥French
aercplanaut, who has made many hun-
dreds of Highta on the Contineat and
in England, was killed while neroplan-
ing at Bordeaux.

Professor Percival TLowell declures
ihat two new eanils on Mars were dis-
covered during the observationa at his
ebservatory in Arizona, whep that plan-
¢t was recently in opposition. Profes-
sor Lowell states that the new canals
denote the prescoce of animafe will

Curse that Failed.

-OLD MAORI'S STORY OF A TRIBES
R CONVERRION.

7 LONDON, Nov. 26.

Dramatic glimpses of old New Zealand
§n the days of the bloodthirsty Ruapara-
ha are gives in “ Kors,” & little volume
Juat published, in which the Rev. J. W.
Ttack, late hon. Canen of Christchurch,
tells the life-story of an old Macri con-
vert pamed Koro,

One of old Korp’s stories is about the
¢ursing of an English missionary, Mr.
Hadfield, by & Maori tohunga, Mr, Had-
field was opposing, on ome ocvcasion, the
policy advoated by some of Ruaparaha’s
lending ehiefs, who wanted to go to war
with a meighbouring tribe.

OUne of the chiefs, & tohunga of greas
Teputation as & wizard, worked hinselif
up to a terrible pitch of fury against the
missionary, and ended by cursing him and
and banding bim ever tg the Powers of
Darknees,

Dramatiec Boqumel.

All the Maori converts were very fright.
#ped at this, They knew that Maoris
-oiten died after being eursed b{ a to-
hunga, and they did not koow how far
their missionary wos proof apainst the
“evit spirits. All Bir. Hadfield said was,
“Y am in the keeping of the trme Goud.
*Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith
the Lord?? -

Just as the sun was going down, and
the converis were assembled with Mr.
Hadfield for evening service, & stranga
thing bappened. The chief who had
cursed the missionary died suddenly, the
blood spurting from his mouth till he
expired,

Of courwe this dramatic end to the
curse episode caused a revolution of feel-
ing in favour of the mew religion, The
Magris their tohunga’s death as
a proof that the God of the Chiistians
wans stronger than the god of the heath-
eas. *In & sbart iime,” saya Mr. Stack,
™ the majozity of Ruaparaha’s warriors
avouwrd their determination {o embraco
Christianity, and place themselves under
the missionary's imstroeiion te be pre-
pared for baptism.”

Thus the bursting of a blood-vease] in
an old Maoxi's frame did what all the
misgionary’s sermons and prayers had
faited to do—it eppverted the heathent

Horo's Three Hats.

Ol Koro was a slave in Ruaparaha's
tribe before his comversion, apd eould
tell some grisly stories of the cannibalism
nnd other atrocities that tgok place inm

* the old warring daye. Onee, he raid,
when & returned slave was telling a group
of Maoris about the new teaching of the
missionaries, & Telativea of Korcs mas-
ter sirolled in, and in a fit of drunken
fiolic deliberately ¢ut the threat of an
inoffensive old man who was intently lise
tening to the speaker, B

Kaore, dressed asg a Christian, must
have been & quuintfigure. He was a litile
man, wilth an uongainly walk, and Mr.
Gtack describes ki3 appesrance thus:—

“ He wag attired after a very fantas-
tic fasliom, in & variety of garments,
which all ssemed foo big for him,

“His bead wzs surmounted by ne leas
than three hats, stuck one over the other.
A thick wooilen muffier enveioped hla
neck, while his feel weres wrapped in
rags, kept together by native flax san.
dafn. . ,

“Takiog off kin hat, he distiosed 2 bald
well greascd head. The losg of nge eyas
rather apoilt Lthe expression of his face,
Whick, though plain, was intelligent, and

bore & striking resembianse to the Chia-
e typs of countenanee.”

But, says Mr. Siack, despite his seare-
eTow appearance, Koro was one of the
best of men, and within his wageinly
and body dwelt & pure and
moble apirik .
“A Heing Divided Against Him-

selL.”

In a paper in the “Coniemporay Re-
view,” by Miss Mabel Holmes, on the so-
cia] pomition of the Maoris, oceurs this
revelation of the interoal troubles of the
half<caste. Her informant is the son of
& retired paval officar, who marricd =&
Maori woman of means. This balf-casta
son waz given the best of edacation to be
obtained in New Zealand, wmaning with
Oxford and a Continental tour. At thirty-
five he gave this dewcription of himself
and his plight:—"¥m my opinion, the
pure Maori, living away back from crvi-
lisation, is still 8 noble man and & great
orator., The neareal approach o an En-
glish translation of his language is to Do
found in the Paslme of Davil. lie em-
ploys the same musical rhyihm, snd at
times identical metaphor., But the hall-
caste—there has never been bern s ball-

‘cagte of any race who could be trusted,

or who conld trust himacll. Funny, iss't
it, to say that, when I'm ocnet

Life a Hell.

* Rut, consider. The mixture of white
and coloured bleod ia physiologically and
peychologieally wrong, anl produces a
being divided against himself, at one
moment despising the black in Rim, at
the pext rescating and leathing the
white. Take me as un example. 3y life
is a hel. I wished to become » dogtor,
but my faiher, realising too late the fate
to which his marriage had condemned
bis sons, would mol hear of such a pro-
femsion for ms—he could npt trust me.

“ S0, with ample means, I travel for,
say, two years, during which my white
gide is in evidence; I am & cultured gentle-
man, refived in thought{ and action. [
return to New Zeafand, dmwn by that
home-hunger to which every man of col-
our is subject. A wedding, a funeral,
oceurs amangst my mother's people; tha
Maaori jn me is in honour bound to at-
tend., A feast, a dance, & tangi, » war
dance—dowy goes culture and the white
beneath a savagedom bearing all the
vices of ciyvilisation to add {o its hor-
roTYL.

“ AMerwazds, eatiated, debaoehed, I
ordwl back to respectability through
agonies of self-conternpl amd remorse, No,
1 will be the fathef of no children to
endure auch torture as this eternal
strugglc between my iwo selves.”

Concerning Dukes.

We have been bearing & good deal
about dukes of late. A writer [n the
“Btrand Magazine” has gathered some
facts mnd figures cobceroing thess men,
their estates, and their incomes. The
title of “duke”—l.e., lader—Brst cane
into use when the Ewmperor Constantine
separated the eivik and military oom-
manda in the Roman provinees, apd tha
military governor becime either & count
or & duke. But in England the title
wad not known until the Black Prinee
was created Duke of Corawall in 1335,
and so becarme the first EKogiivh duke.
For a long time the title was restricled
to Royalty. The Dukea now own over
four million acres of land, the average
for each of twenty-seven mentioned
being about 150,000 acres. The Duka
of Norfollk derives his chief income fromn

- his London and Fheflield estalea, and it

i3 nct far ehort of £80,000 per annum.
The Duke of Somerset owns 25327 acren,
and hiy mnnual income ia over &37,000.
The Duke of Grafton is the possesecr of
25,773 acres, valued at £3%,254 a year.
The Duke of Dedford, the owner ¢f tha
Bedford extate jn DHoomebury, enjoya
an ipeome of £142000 per annum, The
Duke ¢f Devonshire owns 105,572 acres,
with & reat-roll of £180,750. The Duke
of Hamilton has 157,186 acres, with an
income of £73,030 from land, anl L£67,-
006 from mines and quairies, Tle Duka
of Buccleuch owxns 460,103 acres, and
has Ao inmoce of £221.000 a year jrom
his land, The income of the Duke of
Portland, it is estimated, enpnot be fnr
from haif-asmillion & year. The Duka
of Sutherland is the larpest landowner
in the Kingdony, and the Luke of Weat.
minster has ag jpcome abt prosent of
nearly £U00,000 a year, which ig likely
0 Le iouredscd in the fulure.

" Sports and Pastimes.
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'WITH SAIL and MOTOR

NEWS FROM THE WATER

Bpeclal to * Graphic")

FIXTUREG,
Jan. B —Devonport Yacht Ciuh Hacem
Jup, 15, —Nurih Hbore Yacht Club [luecs.

Jan. 10.~Fynjonhy Hegutis Prize Night

Jan, 22 — Royal New Zealand Yocht ¥goad-
ron Races

Jan. M. —Auckland Regultn,

Jau. H——UMHawiliey Regatta

HE westher for the week-end crulse
last Batorday and Bunday was
apaia on the unfavcurable mide
fur yachtsmen, the wind blowing

irom the porih-eiet with rain squalls.
Ll yachta Thetis and Mystery were

ashiore at Wailieke during the holidays,

but were Hoated off without suifering any

KE..
« Ailsa, the new North Shore yacht, has
lhad tg have her mast shorteacd consider-

- ably, as it wos fuund rather to tall lor

thea yacht, as weli on Llhe
“whippy" side.-

The oceun race for yachta of the Royal
New Zealand Yaclt Squadrem, alse lhe
long-distance power boat race for the eup

as being

. presented by Mr. W. C. Leys, will take

placs on Japuary 22, entrics closing en
the 20th.

A friendly match by the 101t dinghics
Little Billy {Oliver) and Arorea (Giltos)
was sailed at tha North Shore last Satur-
day over the usual vourse. The racc was
started at 3.10 pm., and the finish waa:
Aroroa, 4bh l4m; Little Billy, 4b 10m
by N

The North Shore Yacht Club hold their
soroid race for the lugrmimn Cup this
(Saturday) afiernven, the course being
roumd Wwilieke, There will also be races
for Clamses 6 and 7 to Takapuna.

The yscht Heartseass returped {rom a
eruise lasting over the holidays Lust weok.
Leaving the XNorth FKhore on Ulristmas
Xve, the yacht gut cleay awuy belere the
thatl weather set in, and wade off for thae
Bay of Plenty, visting Mayuor apd White
Isanis, alling st Mercury Bay oeu the
way down, Wbhangarei and various other
plaves weze calicd at, the wealier being,
on the wlwle, very good; in fact, we
only bad spell me{ with was on the return
trip when oearing the gult.

The steam yacht Rehuti veturned
fron & fortaight's cruise last wock., Tle
yacht went away on the eveaiog of
Christmas Day, and went down Wailicke
way, visting the vorious bays, and gelting
m good taste of the bad weather which
prevailed at the time, losing a lot of
time througl having i@ remain sheltering,
on one pecasion two full deys bewg lost,
After wvisiting Coromandcel, the yacht
went on to Kuwau, where the crew epent
& very enjoyable time, aud then leif for
home, ealling in at Waiwera. The crew
bad intended te go duwn to the Bay of
Yleaty, but the weather conditivns were
agzinst thiv, The Rebuti acquitted hersef
very creditably during the rough weather
experienced, steawing well, aod takinyg
very little water on board,

DPevonport Yacht Club.

The Devouport Yacht Club held races
for Clusses 1. and IL, at the Notth Shors
last Satuniay efternoon. 1LM. callo

" steamer lIris was flagehip, and Mr. W, E.

Aleanuder acted ay starter and judge.
The racing was very interestiug, espec-
ially in Class L, it being a good “go” all
the time. It was somewlatl unfortu-
nate, bhowever, that towards ihe finish
of the race the eargu steamer Karaniea
reas being shifted from Calliepe Thoek
wharf, anl in consequence the Fulalie
and Diisy bad to put in & siort board
to keep clear, whilst Iris Lad the ek
to Le able to rtand right on. At the
time, Eulalie had the race well in Land,
nrt tive extra time taken up in making
tha board epoilt her chance. TIn Clans
1L, Roneki and Celux bad a greal bat-
tle for the prize, hanging very close to-
gether all round the course, only a few
seconds being Detween thew nearly all
of the time. The wiml was from tie
norih-east, blowing strongly et times,
Vut deercasimg considerably an the after-
noon progressed, ‘The following are the
details:—e

. rtarted at 245

Chass I:  Epiries and handicope—
Eulalie (wcratch), Iris (lmin.), Duisy
(3imin.}). Couwrse; From flaygship round
firast buoy round North Head, thencq
rownd mwark boat in Hobwon's Bay,
thencs romml kulk Deflance off Stanley
Bay, thence inunde Calliope Duck buoy,
@nishing off the flagship.” The raen wad
pm., the yachia crossing
the ling iu the following order: Dairy,
Faulalie, Iria.  Kalalie, however, anoon took
the dead, and kept it all round the
course, The timrm of the first roumd
were: Fulalie, 4b. 17im.; Iris, 4h, Ben
20s.; Dairy, ¢h. 19m. 50s. The samg
onjer ‘was maintained over the course on
the wecond round, the finishing times
heing, Eulebe, Sh. 18m. 30s.; Iris, Sk
20w, S ; Daisy, 5h. 2lm. 55s. Owing to
the ¥ylalis bring lmterfered with by a
large steamer leaving Callinpe Dock
wharf she lost severa] uriputes by having
to put in a short bvard. On corrected
times Diisy is first, Eulalie secend, and
Irig third,

Class [I.: ¥ntries and handigape:—
Ronaki  (scrateh), Celox  (seratch),
Calypse  {scradeh), Autyrere (10m.),
Ranee (10m.), Helty (lam.), Course,

saume as laat race. e race was ~tarted

ot 3 pm. Romaki Weing first, folowel
by Metty, Rance, Calypso, Anturere,
and Celox ia that order. Just at the

start the 'wind fell almost 40 a ealm be-
tween the mark boxt and the flagshiy,
and it waw some little time before they
got dear away. Ronaki kepi the lead,
hut Celox moon worked wp into sscond
position, with Calrpso in close attend.
ance. It way a fike race between the
three leading boats, and the timew on
the firet rouud were: Ronaki, ¢h. 1Pm.;
Celox, 4h. 19, lba.; Calypso, 4bh. 21,
20y.; Hanee, 4h. 33w, 55s.; Auturcre, ¢h.
2fm, 10a.; Hetty, 4h, 20m;, At this
point Hetty retired fromn the contest,
The same order was maintained during
ibe second rousnd, Koaski and Celox Jast
keeping about the samno dietanee from
cach other ay during the first round,
Tle finishing times werc: Ronaki, 5h.
26m. Zhs ; Uelox, Gh, 26m. 40s.; Calypen,

On

: ph. 3lm. 3@a.; Banee, 5h. 35m. 20s.
- eorrectad Lijues, Kanee is first, Romaki

spcond, and Celux third,

The «iub hold a craiving raee to Wai-
wern for yacbits A and B tlis (Setuday)
aftenoen.

Waltemats Model Yacht Clnb.

The sbove cjub heid tan races off Rt
Mary's Hay, Punsonby, on Butarday after-
noon. Thae eatrius were: Minnie, Maro,
Lottia, Kesstutws, Ladye Wiima, Con-
winnoe, Aorere, Alice, Bhamrouk, Mire,
Kweruld, Thetis, HRio, and Edith,
a1 the esurse from off St Mary's Bay
1o Northaste. Thcre was s strony north
breece biowing whem the  yaces wera
started at 3 pm.  The fnich wag;—
Claws J.: Keoerald, 4h 19m 308, 1; Asrere,
4h 18w 104, 2; [mdye Wilms, 4k 17
bm. 8. Clasa 11: The finimking times
were: Minnie, 4h 20m 10w, 1; Kddy, 44
13m 5w, Ie club heid a wocia] on Mon-
duy night, wlich was weli sttemted and
a pleawirt evening enjoyed.

FPoosonby Cruising Club.

‘The Ponsonhy Cruising Glub held their
third eruising race for the srasen on
Waturday afternoon, under favourable
conditicns, the wind twing from the
northezst, blowing very fresh at timea,
Memarn. B, Patterwon and S Whaley acted
a8 gluttern und dMr. W. Wilsn as judge
and time-keeper. There were events, ona
for soilers awl one for power boats, ami
the coarse waz from off St Bary's
Bearh to Arkle’s Bay. The fellowing
wre the details:—

Railing Race.—The entries and handi-
cape werer  Alva serafch, Gluly dim,
Hane 40, Mistletoe ¥, Eoho tin. Foam
12m, The wind fresbened a great deal
whortly mfier the start, with the resuil
that a pamber of the Twats dropped ont
of the vontest, only three flni<hing. the
time beingr: CiRdy, S 4Tul 4= Foam,
5h BTm S Alva. bh 58m #5a,  The cor
recled times place the buats in the ordir
wlveh they tinished,

Puwer Boat Recr.—Fntriee ami handis
cape: Kotire meemteh, Muararns 2m 2ps,
Murere ldm 230, Tamaline 36m 450, Tovs
3Tm 4o, All atarted, but, owing to thn
heavy sen tumning, Kotiro was the only
ene ta coyer the course, her lindshing
tine being Gh 4in 425, At the eninpletion




