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News of the Dominion.

OUR WELLINGTON
LETTER.

January &
The Imperial Programme.
OLITILE die karder than any-
thing else, a3 we were reminded
early in the week by the imter-
view with the FPrime Min-
ister published in the “Lyttelton Times”
aml sent broadeast over the land  Jusk
as if tive poor man had mever seen a ses-
eion of Parliament or passed a sleepless
poulitica]l night. Nevertheless, the whole
<ountry has beem canwasaing the inter.
view, and many admit that the state-
nents of ¥ir Joseph have opened their
eyes to the greatness of the work per-
formed during lke Jate session.

For my part, I meet with several who
think with me that Sir Joseph mada
iwo mistakes in the interview afore-
maid. (1) He gave pride of place to the
fuaneial measures;
subly moderate in kbis proofs of the eom-
paratively sterling character of e ses-
siom. The frst week was an excesa of
modenty very becoming, bui to be sct
_ Tight of mecessity for his own sake. The
secend waw an error of moderalion eas-
iy rectafied.

The - finamial measures are very im-
partant errtainly, but the pride of place
belongs of right to the Imperial divi-
sion of the Actr of the cession, sod rhat
divimion represents, or, rather, is the
®iteome of, Bome very masterly eonduct
on the part of the Prime Miaister him-
seif. Na ervereea latesman bas ever
enjoved Lhe mame homnur, or achieved
the same prestipe in London. No ene
Bas ever 8o well by his per-
wonality. As smoothing the way for
the imperial programnie now being ear-
yied ont s0 vigorously by the maral
authoritien and  Lord Kitchener, the
-wark of the Prime Minmter in Inndqn
WaAS WhpTeme. His modesty impelled
kim to give the second place to the
coan-rquent Acts, but they are epoch-
making measures entitled to pride of
phace, and mow to be deprived of it be-
cause the Prime Minister ¢hooses 1o
kerp Wimself ta the backgrouml

A Comparisom.

Aa for the relative impartance of the
#ecaion beside the other sessions of our
lng list, Eir Jozeph might have east
his eyes over the wheole with a bird's
eye yww for the benefit of that inter-
viewer and the enlightenment of the
intreiewer's readers. Let ua just con-
aider it for a moment. The first ses.
sion of the liat stands remarkable for
the establishment of representative gmv-
ernment  after a2 memorable struggle.
Beiween that sesvion and well inte the
*=ixties, the points of mark were of
Maari wars; then stands praminent the
fir lnan fconanlidated) of =ix millions,
apd slf-rehiance mave a =pevial note tn
one of the sessions of the 'asixties aa
did the celebated “Memorandomiad™ to
annther. The Poblic Works policy of
Fir Julinva Vogel burst into fame in
1869, giving a tremendous mark o the
ressinn of that vear. and the mark was
repexted by the details and alteraiions
of the poliry. amt the ectabli~hment of
the first great Publie Worka Depari-
ment--a truly wonderful perfermance,

_con-idering that it had to he created,
tooetler with its twin sister of Tmmi-
rratien, out of nothing, by men of no
experience. One marvels at the suecess
that attembal their efforta, acd one
wonders thankful'y that they did not
hake mote mistakes

Legislative Events,

Patwesn these vears an:d 1873 the =es-
rions were mude remarkable by the pasa-
ing of the Tand Tranefer Act and the
wafahlishment of the New Zealand Gov-
ernment lmsurance Department, two mea-
wired 0f mast imipartant and beneticial
clharacfer, In 1¥03 eame the Abulition
€l the Urovipees with the Connties Act
and the lrovincial Machinery Act, a
babch ef peasures which gare vaot
theught anld treuble o the Goverament,
snd were vaatly important in their ef-
ferfa. 1B76 waw the Eduwcatiom Act, by
whirh wa all awear to this day. Four
years later we got mashand suffrage, and
thert catie sutidry tariffa, & big one in
1652, and & bigger une in 18232, with the

(2} e waa remark- -

" spectacle of the Oppositisn marching

every time into the Goverament lobbics
to save the CGovernment meawsure from
the Government followers. 1680 saw the
change of Government; it was the first
year of the Liberal regime, which has
endured to this day, with a promise of
indefinite further endurance, and it saw
the charge of the intidence of taxation
long promised. That aiome makes that
session for ever memorable. The Land
Aet of 1892 made the sessiom of that
year memorable; the Land for Bettle-
weni{ Act and the Advances {0 Bettlers
Act did the same service for 1804, and
whoe will ever forget the sesnsation in
that sescsion provided by the Bank of
New Zealand Act? In the deeade of the
nineties, the Labonr Acta in their bipg
sheaf made many sessiona important and
memwrable. In 1899 the first Imperial
note was atruck with the Bouth African
Contingents, and men felt a mew depar-
ture im the building of the Empire of
which we are all proud Woman wui-
frage in 1892 left a big mark oo that
Fear's session, and the Licensing Acts,
beginning with 1853, left soma other
marks of importance. In 1008 there was
the great consolidation of the biggest
division of the law,

T

A Record Session,

That makes a pood long list of mes-
sures, showing bright all along the course
of our Parliamentary history. But one
sees at & glance thai the plums wers
divided very widely, At wmost the sllow-
ance of them never exceeded three in any
session, and seldom reached that height,
The contrast of the sewsion just over is,
therefore, very great.  That session add-
ed three great divisions of measures to
the Statute Book, amounting to some
dosen Acts of hnportanee, many of them
of the vers first, such as the Imperial
divizion apd the finznecial divisiom, the
Native Land Aet, and the social division,
al} of which were detailed in this column
laat week.  Literally, thers has mever
hetn anything like it im onr kistory,
There has been more moise and more re-
somnding, s o spedk. No doubt alse
there has been A higher level of import-
ance with single measures. Bat such a
big programme has gever beem carried
through at euch a high level. The poli-
tionl work of the year was not in the
least deree injured by the postponement
of the session. The Prime Minister was
right to speak of the importince of the
ression, but be might have pat it much
stronger, and he might have been more
just to himself,

Food for Mirth. T

Mr. Vile is the eause of ancther re-
minder of the eternmal insissanee of poli-
tics. HMe has beem writing to the
vmpeciator” of Londom. In his letier
he said many thingy, chief of which
was that he knows absolutely that
many of the Ttate tenanta feel them-
telves oblimed at every election to vote
amainst their eonvictions. He has been
demnunced acrords nzly 2« o traducer of
hiz conntry, and challenged to prove hia
ascertion, if ouly with s gingle ease. He
repk: ted without accepting the chalenge,
simply denying that he had done any-
thing wreng, and repeated the assertiom,
leasinz the publie {0 make what they
like of i1, just as he had left the readers
of the “Fpectator™ XNow, Mr. Vile is
the editor of the journal of the Farm-
ers' Union, and taerefore elaims to speak
with authority about the feelings aof
the farmers, and amongyt them are the
State tenan‘s. There is, of course, only
one meaning in his statement to tha
“pectatar” It iz that the ballet is
ander the thamb of the Government,
and that evers Siate tenant who votes
against the Government at an electioa
ir in dancer of harnwmeni. even to
the farfeitnze of his leace. Tt fnilows
alan from thia thal the ballot being open
to the

aminst the t"n\ ernment &t elections, if
ther ate in an¥ wav conneeted with the
Cnvernment

emplow, - dre pnmiched hy
¢ and lmss of pocition. Ta
ua in this esuntry sach 2 statement is
fond for mirth., Bat to the readers ol
tiie #Speetator® who knew wothing
ahant our affuirs, the inference from
Ay Vile's statement i a terrible thing.
implring all the exT3 T hava atlached
to it. As above 2Mr. Vilg pleads ithat
he anly eafl {hat tha tenanta are of
& certain opinion, mot thal they werw

. to the jourpal.

hghl'. Bot that it the thinneas of oddi-

ties, He wanted the rveaders of tha
“Bpeetator” to nmderwtand thai thin is
a rouniry very much over-riiden by its
Goversment, whick gets knewledge from
the ballot boxes demied to every ons
else, He has held the Dominion up as
an awful example of the tyranny of
Liberaliam, which is BKoctalism and
demagomism rolled Inte ome, and when
confronted with {he enly powsible ex-
planation of him words, refuses o do
anything but Ttepeat them. Nobody
takes him gerious!y here, for every one
knows him to he quite harmless in play-
ing wiith tihets imaues, But fer the
“Spectator” letter there i an iea that
an official rxposure ougbt to be sent
But there are people
who differ. To them the whole affaic
is a¢ abeard, me put by Mr. Vile, that
tefore long the remders of the “Spre-
tator” must ree for themnelves that
there is mothing in it. Mr. Vile's wild,
outrageours statement s curiomm. as show-
ing the extent to which prejudice ean
'md men in the Dominion.

Edueational Conferemew.

The teachers are im conference. and
{hey have been busy. “Inlter alia,” dis-
cussing the address of the president. OF
all the pessimista this js the worst. It
appears that ihe physical training of the
scheol children ig a myth, that 90 per
cent of them, having bad teeth, are paxt
praxing for wutterly: that the achool
buildings are fer the most part filled
with infectign which they dis-eminate
broadceast in all directions; that home in-
fluence baaz arrived at such a state of
evil that alfl éhildren ought to be clapped
inta boarding houszes, and attended to
by the State; that the air space im the
mehools is uhodungly inadequate in most
of the gchools; that the private séhoola

are doing & vast deal of karm, and eught ~

to be at leazt put onder the inspectors

" forthwith; and that there is little er no

attempt at imparting amything worthy
the mname of agricuitoral instroeiion.
After that farrago we must be thankful
to leam that the inspectors and the
teachers bave got on friendly terms, and
are doing Teal gaod waark. Really, one
finda it diffienlt $¢ realise where we are
educationally, aid still more to zreject
the conclusion that the entire generation
ia on the ave of perrzhing. of Iad teeth,
tad air, bad instraction, tad drilling, and
bad homme influences, Publie opinion is
not wildly distarbed. ..

One thing is endoracd out of all thi
prasimism. It is a fact that if we export,
this Eeawon, twenty-one or twenty-iwo
millions of value, three-quariers of it will
come from the man om the land. An in-
terest that represents some fifteen eor
eixteen millions out of twenty-one ought
to be better catered for under a eystem
of education that professes to it ail
}'oulh for the sirupgie it has Lefors it in
life. e =pend meney to enmable boys to
make the'msel\ ca lawyers, doctors, clergy-
men, artisans, mechanies, what not, but
anybody who wants to become a farmer,
if he eannot o to Lincoln, most hire him-
pelf out as a farm labourer and pick nup
what rule.of-thumb farming he can, and
put up with it even if halt is hidebound
with all astis of ancient prejudices.

The Waol Sales, ™ T

Wool is wool this year, and the maled
have begum briskly therefore.” ‘The old
somtravarsy hag ansen, s i i bound nl«
ways to do at woch timees, “Is it betien
to eell in the local market, or will i
pay better to send the wool to Londont™
Ve have all the ancient arpuments om
both widen The reprementatives of ihe
London brokers declare that they tlrl
yuarantee & better price per bule, - Tha
bayers who have eome eui so far Bniis§
that ibey have brought out all the mecras
sary compelilion for keeping up the in«
terest and the prices, Those who know
the wool markets deelare that if we only
kuew how prices were pving to rule for
some Monthe ahead, we should have soma
eeriainty sbout the matter. At present,
however, it is ¢erfuin that the money,
from the local eales is promypt, and thera
is no chance of having rome day to eash
up. Priees being what they are. the pro-
ducer takes this advantage, and feels,
moreover, that it is not necessary to
gamble for a rize, which i« unlikely, ank
may take the chape of a drop. Bo it is
probable that some millions’ worth of
wool will ehange hande this seasen bes
fore getting afloat. There i & verg
broad =mile on every c¢enntry face oma
sees just mow. To the owners “Happy
new year” is a thing very real and sub-
stantial. LT

Moers Strikes.

No sonner iz it announced that e
Greymonth sirike remrants are settled
than another sirike looms large. This
fime it s the slaughtermen of the biz
mweat companies, who have observed the
law, by giving fourteen dayw’ motlce of
their inteniion to retire from employ-
ment unlesa their terma are complied
with, Tihere is much excitement in the
street. The law is clear enmough oo one
point, however. It js that the Matter
must be dealt with by the Comciliation
Commissiener, t¢ whom tbe employers
bLave mppealed. The Commiscioner js,
moreover, bound by law te appoint as
pesaors to act for the wmen, wno havae
failed to do so for themselves. The poirt
iz that the men, like the Greymon’h
colliers, haye no intention fo recogmisa
the Concillation man at all, and the law,
will have to make them. 1t s diseon-
‘gerting te the men who have pezavaded
themselves tiat the strike trowble had

" been seotehed, if mot killed, im lwom.

After eighteen months, the Arbilraticw
machinery, as amended in 1808, is oacw
again on test. For my part, I bave little
doubt it will win through ail right. No-
body ever pretended to have found per.
fection in 1908; but everbody mcknow-
Jedges that the improvements of that year
have reduced all the difficulties,

" The Coming of Kitchenar,

“Tha devil to pay and me pitch hol™
This ancient Temurk I heard from ihe
lips of & local soldier who was discussing
the coming of Lord Kitehener. He added
that the aoble lord had wmade, and was
making, everybody “sit wp” in Ansiralia.
and would end by making ve po throog!:
the sanme process here. My friend 1
cne of those who wants {o see the whol-
of the fercen of this glorious coumtry
concentrated —the word bas w military
ecund, and reminds him of Napoleom—
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