
A Week-end With the King.

WHAT HIS MAJESTY LIKES AND

DISLIKES.

When the King pays a visit for dinner,

or for a stay of a day or two. to one

or other of the most distinguished of his

subjects who enjoy his personal friend-

ship. as just now he is frequently doing,
he always does his utmost to make the

occasion pleasant for his hosts as well

as for himself.

Naturally, his own tastes have to be

minutely considered, and the foremost

of his desires is that the visit shall be

arranged and carried through without
the smallest degree of ostentation. His
Majesty strongly objects to anything in
the nature of flags or bunting being
displayed at the entrances of the houses

which he honours, and on the rare oc-

casions when the hosts have in ignorance
offended in this way they have usually
had the matter brought to their notice
afterwards. The most that the King
will permit is a little red carpet to step
upon as he proceeds from his cariage
to the door.

When His Majesty desires to honour

one of his friends with his presence at

the dinner-table or at his country house

—of course, it is not etiquette or per-
nilssible for a subject to offer an invi-

tation spontaneously—the fact is usu-

ally intimated through a third person,

and then the matter is arranged. If

the King only wishes to make a call on

one of his friends, a message to that

effect is sent to him early in the day.
and it is then an unwritten law that

when His Majesty arrives there shall

be no other person present, however dis-

tinguished. save the host. and. indeed,

that no other member of the family
shall be shown into the apartments
where the King may be unless he par-

ticularly inquires for them.

In the ease of dinner and house par-

ties which the King has signified his in-

tention of joining the host must usu-

ally submit to him a list of the other

guests which it has been arranged to

invite. Tn the majority of cases the

King’s predilections have been ascer-

tained beforehand, and it is very rarely
that His Majesty has to suggest any
alteration of the list. Sometimes, though
not often, he sends himself a few names

of people he would like to see at the

party, and they are. of course, invited.
His Majesty is often desirous of tak-

ing part in a game of bridge ~fter din-

ner. and when this is settled upon he

either suggests the names of the other

two besides the host who shall be in-

vited to make up the table, or they are

suggested to him—usually the former—-

and the matter is thus cut-and-dried in

advance.

In the same way his likes and dislikes

in the matter of dishes and wines are

carefully ascertained beforehand, so that

nothing shall be laid upon the table
which will not please his palate. It is

known that he particularly prefers that

the dinner shall be short, and therefore

it is seldom that a host arranges for the

meal to last more than an hour. Of

course, it is quite permissible for the

host to attempt a little score by offer-

ing His Majesty something novel and

quite exceptional in tne matter of culin-

ary dainties—as, for instance, when a

certain person of distinction, who had

something of a reputation as a gourmet,
placed before His Majesty minute chick-

ens on toast.

These extremely small dainties are

known to the poulterers’ trade as pous-

sins, and they are amongst the most ex-

pensive things to be bought in London in

the way of food. Again, it is always
the duty of the host and hostess to re-

member that the King likes plenty of

flowers upon the table, and that he does

not like the serviettes to be folded in

the mitre or other fancy forms, but sim-

ply to be laid flat. His Majesty always
has his own footman behind his chair.

If he has been making a country-house
visit, it has been his custom to leave be-

hind him a sufficient sum of money for

the tipping of the servants.

Unostentatious as the King insists

such a visit shall be. it does not follow

that it is correspondingly inexpensive for

the host, as might be imagined. The

reverse is the ease, for one of the chief

points of etiquette, which is not exposed
to public view, is that every article of

furniture in the room allotted to His

Majesty must be brand new. and never

have been used before.

Idleness is a Curse.

“It is not all of life to live or all of

death to die.”

This maxim should be indelibly im-

pressed upon every human soul, but un-

fortunately far too many live as if their

only obligation consisted in eating,

sleeping, and existing their allotted time

of three score and ten years.

They seem to think that it is no fault

of theirs that they are in the world, and

that they are much abused in having

been born to suffer, to live and die. as all

mortals must, sooner or later.

This is a most absurd position, and

is unworthy of anyone of intelligence,
and betrays a most ungrateful spirit to

Almighty God for the blessing of life,
liberty, and the privilege vouchsafed to

all of working out a far greater and

eternal wealth of glory in that blissful

world where neither sickness, death, nor

sorrow can come than can be won in the

great world in which we live, move and

have an existence.

It was never intended that mankind

should spend their lives on flowery beds

of ease, but that all should work out

their own eternal salvation. The par-

able of the talents illustrates the degree
of responsibility resting upon every crea-

ture! none are guiltless who have wast-

ed any of life’s precious moments.

It is within the power of every soul

to change its environment. Poverty

may embarrass but cannot crush out the

divine spark that is inborn in every hu-

man heart.

Innumerable difficulties may surround

everyone, but if one makes untiring ef-

fort and exercises the right kind of

judgment he will usually overcome every-

thing and find himself victorious. It

may take patience, forbearance and de-

sperate exertion, but the conditions en-

compassing one can be changed.
It depends absolutely upon the con-

ception which every human being puts

upon life, its responsibilities and its pos-

sibilities. If his range is limited by
the few brief days of mortality and does
not extend to immortality after life’s fit-

ful fever is over, he fails to appreciate
its full meaning or the transeendant

glory that may be achieved in this world

and in the heavenly world to which we

are still tending.
He who suffered as men suffer and

died an ignominious death on the cross

has furnished an example for the life

that all creatures should imitate. “He

went about doing good.” revealing Him-
self to men that they might learn of

Him “ways of pleasantness and paths of

peace.”
Selfishness, covetousness, penurious-

ness, unrighteousness, idolatry of ma-

terial things, make their impression up-
on the human heart, and out of its ful-

ness the mouth speaketh. the outward

expression being always the reflection

of the inward soul.

Who has not seen individuals in whose

countenance there was a light that could

only come from holy living or the inno-

cence of childhood ?

And. again, who has not had a shud-
der pass through him in looking upon
faces distorted by crimes committed

and the evil that possessed persons with

hideous faces?

Some lives may be fuller than others,

as some have greater talents than others,

but the simplest life may be pure ami

undefiled, while the greater genius may.

by his mighty power, arouse the whole
world and bestow upon mankind the

benefits arising from the achievements

of superior ability. Behind all ambi-
tion must Ire a noble purpose for the

good of all mankind, or it will perish in

its inception.
The all-wise Creator works in no nar-

row channel. His plans are for the uni-

versal happiness and welfare of all His

creatures, and He would that none

should perish or fall short of the glory
or happiness all may attain.

The innumerable moral codes laid

down for living out correctly one’s life
are useless if in the very beginning one’s

heart is not right. Be sure that all

evil is rooted out of your heart and all

will be well. The good will dominate
and right impulses spring forth spon-

taneously.
Onee the mind is filled with pure

thoughts there is no danger of degener-

acy. no matter how powerful the influ-

ences of evil may be that compass one.

The philosophical adjustment of one’s

self to whatever lot the fates have de-

creed is of primary importance to every
individual and will spare them much un-

happiness. The envy borne toward the

rich, the effort to imitate them in their

excessive extravagance, the desire to

copy them in their idleness, the wish to

eat and drink as the gourmands do, are

the causes of much misery to hosts of

people, and could they know how little of

health and happiness these same rich

people enjoy their envy would turn to

pity.
Idle-born pleasure seekers are the least

to be envied of all people. They have

exhausted all sources of pleasure and de-

stroyed the fountain of health by their

indolence and self-indulgent lives. Their

minds are occupied with schemes for sel-

fish gratification, and are therefore
dwarfed and unproductive of good to

themselves or for mankind.

Those, on the other hand, who earn

their bread by the sweat of their brows,
as God intended all men should, are

healthy and happy in the thought that

they are doing something for the better-
ment of the world. They have no time

to magnify the ills of life. They are in-

different to physical indispositions and

by activity of mind and body overcome

the ills that beset them.

No great human benefaction has ever

been born in the brain of the indolent

heir of millions.

Let every man born of woman imitate

the example of Him who hath redeem-
ed the world from the curse inflicted

through Adam’s fall and his life will be
full of joy and usefulness, and his tri-
umph over death and the grave the be-

ginning of eternal life in mansions above

the skies which He went to prepare for
all who follow Him.

SEWING MACHINES BELOWCOST
To introduce our sewing machines at once to the

_
AustralasianPublic, we will sell direct to the users,
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for a limited time only, at prices, below the regular
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Hive-Drawer, Drop-Head Cabinet, Full Hieh-Arm
p II Sewing Machine will be delivered, Carriage

Paid, toany port in Australasia for

ONLY £5.17.6
CUmT a pail We Guarantee this machine equal to any

machine manufactured in the world, regardless of

mAaiMlI its price, andwill Refund the Money to any person
tia i If W not satisfied with the machine after 30 Days Trial,
ip I) *| 1 The Head is the latestimproved full high-arm, capable
if J . j>, of the widest range of work, from the finestsilks and lawns

'►Xk ‘ Jz AK'W&tll to the heaviest cloth. The Ball-Bearing Stand
H ifKs.

is one the latest and best features in sewing machine

W construction, and saves half the effort of ruining the

A® machine. T he Woodwork is thefinest oak, beautifully
tg finished with the best piano polish. Equal to the most

wK expensive machine made. Every machine is Cuaran*

'JS teed for 20 Years, and we will replace, free and
Kt- carriage paid, any part proving defective at any time

within 20 years. Remittance can be sent direct by
International P. O. Order, payable at Chicago,U. S. A., or

through anybank in the V. S. A. orEngland. Rem em ber we payail carriage charges, delivering
the machine at your principal port, guaranteeing safe delivery and perfect satisfaction.

DON’T DELAY ordering a machine at once, asthis offer will be withdrawn just as soon

as we have introduced these machines and secured satisfactory agents.

J. H. PHILLIPS &CO., Dept. A3l, Chicago, U.S.A.

Marvellous: $ HOLDEN HOWIE & CO., 77

Are now supplying at the above address

jO The Latest Edison Home Phonograph
(As illustrated, at the price stated).

'WL LOOK HERE!

THE BEST of Selected \
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a • Machines. \

Zt“2/- EACH, or2l/-Soz. "

CONCERT GRAND and X.l*. MOULDED RECORDS.

1 Send Stamps for Sample Parcel.

CATALOGUES FREE ON APPLICATION.
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