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left in his discovery. Then he muat®
find something else.

“On his part the dressmaker has to
make the best use of the stuils at his
ecommarnd, mot aceording to lis own
taste, but according to the character of
the material. But the skill and genius
ot the dressmaker dispose of the ma-
teriala &t command in the best puossible
mANNET. It is as much a matter of
practice a8 it is of taste. In March
the modela are ready for the commoer-
cial travellers. They are not for the
summer wear, but for the winter follow-
ing, and the dressmaker at that period
of the vear already regards the new
gowns which will be on siew in May ta
September as out of date.”

“Then the fashions are really set nine
months in advanee?”

“Ypg; but there is mlways a steady
current which begins, extends, and enda.
And who makes the start? It may be
an heir-apparent who fancies a particu-
lar necktie, or & princess who prefers a
particular material or colour. In a les-
zer degree every well-dressed woman sets
the fashion, Sometime: the dames of
fashion pet woefully taken in. In Paris
the great desire i3 to wear something
which somecne elze has not gor.”
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At What Age Should Lovers
Become Engaged ?

It is a proud moment in the life of
the average young man when the pgirl
e professes tu love consents to wear his
engagement ring. And it is quite safe
to attirm that one of the happiest periods
in a girl's life is when she iz able to ex-
hibit the little hoop of guld on her fin-
er, which proclaims the fact that there
is someone whoe considers lLer the best
awd dearest little wowan in the world.

This, perbaps, aveounts for the fact
that mo sooner do two young people be-
come atiracted toward ote another, and
indulge in lovers® walks, stolen inter-
views and kisses, than the young man
makes all haste to purchase the best
engagement rting be can atfurd. in order
that be may be able to feel that the girl
is pledged ro him alome. The thought
as to whether he and the one who has
captivitted his heart are old enough to
plight their troth is a matter which
probably both of them think of no conse-
yuence whatever.

The young woman, as a tule, is quite
willing to wear his epgagement ring, in
spite of the fact that their combined
wges do not, perhaps. exceed thirty-four
or thirty-ive years, and her lover's sal-
ary is such that some five or =ix years
must elapse before they can think of
getting married.

Tu zay the least of it such an engage-
memt i zomewhat dangerous to the hap-
liness of both concerned, =Sonietimes
their patience and love arve tried and
uot found wanting during the years of
waiting. and the reward of their faith-
fulness to one another is many years of
iippy warried life.  But more often
than not, after the first glamour of love
has worn off and the engagement is a
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year or &0 old, they discover that there
are serious failings Letween them, They
unhappily find that what they thought
wad luve in the drst plave was purely
boy and girl fancy, and probably Ly the
timme they reach the uge of twenty.one or
twenty-two each of them meets sotue one
else who wins their real love.

It more frequently happens, hawever,
that one is true to his or her youthful
vows, the other being rendered doubly
miserable by the fact that he or she
fears to bring unhappiness into the
other’s life by confessing that someone
else had gained his or her heart's atfee-
ticn. TUnder such circumstances a
young man has often felt himself in hon-
our bound to continue his engagement
to the girl who has loved and trusted
him for so long, although he knows full
well that hiz real love is bestowed else-

where. And so it may happen with the
woman.
Such unhappy situations would un-

doubtedly he avoided to a great extent
it couples would wait until they were
twenty one or twenty-two wvears of age,
or even older, if the marringe day is far
distant, before pledging themselves,

It is far better that an acquaintance-
ship between two young people, even if
thexy do love one another, should een-
tintte without any binding attachment
wntil they are both of age. If their
love for one another is true and sincere
it will not lose any of its value because
of the absence of any ourward sign. The
practical girl will perhaps say that it is
not fair for a man te ocenpy twe or
three years of a young woman's life
without something definite being settled
between them, and an engagement ring
iz mecessary in many ca=e: to keep him
to his promise of love and marriage.

A man. however, who would not remain
sincere and true to the wowman he pro-
fezzeil to love unless held to his pledge
by the sight of an eneagement ring npon
her finger would not be worth a ma-
ment’s thought.
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The Network Girl.

Ele wears a network walst,
Her stockings arg network, ton:
1 'eok at her apenwork slsevrs amd see
Her saft arms gleaming throngh
WLen she raises her fluffy skirts
A little way, ah, me!
I ser the dainty bits of white
That peed through fllgree.

You say i Is rode of me
To look through her network waist,
Or te gaze below when she lifts
skirts,
fo {Uaintr and eke so chaste?
Narx. say ont so0! It were rude
If T should neglect to see,
For shr iz she wearing her network things
It oot to be seen by me?
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A LOYELY WOMAK _.»

Is the fairest fower 1o the garden of
humanlty, Every woman can bs
lovely, with mparkling eres and with
every lloe of beauty fuliy developed.
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Whe I* an “0!d Maid "?

The old nuid limit has been fixed. For
many years there was nothing settled
or definite about it. Everyone was well
aware of an age line, beyond which an
unmarried woman was an old muid, and
within which she was a young one, vur
just what that age was remained a mysa-
tery,

From a woman’s viewpuint it was very
apt to vary with her own age. In both
masculine and feminine minds it was a
line purely imaginary, like tne Equator
and the Tropic of Capricorn.

But now comes a deeision upon the
subject from no less an authority than
the French courts. fixing the Limit at 30
Feara. So far, at least. as France is
concerned, it is not only definite but final.
At 20 vears 11 months and 26 days a
woman is still o young maid; forty-
eight or twenty-four Lours later and she
i= an old ene. The way that the mat.
ter happened to gov to court at all. am!
s0 become cettled, is aa follows:

A certain “Odd Maids’ Home" in Franee
found itself overrun with applicants of
all ages and sizes, the term “old maid”
seeming to have na terrors for them
when it comprehended so much in the
way of leisure and shelter that was to
be had for nothing. The munagers of
the home, in arder to protect themselves,
were therefore obliged to fix an age
Iimit, and that this might be accom-
plished  definitely and authoritatively.
the vourts were asked to determine it.
After weighty and due consideration this
bady put the limit at 30 years.

Fat and Famous.

It is a curivus fact that amonyg women
e and Tatness appeatr to by almost
syionyvieus terms. For instance, the
greater number of the most eclebrated
sovercigns, both of past tioes and of
the present day, have bwes, tu pur at
tildly, anyeliny but living shelvetuns,

Ta begin with, the fuit  Uleopatra,
avenrding to the testimony of calwws
il stattes, was decidedly stout, while

bath Maria Theresa amd the Fmpress
Catherme of Rossin were equeily  re-
e for their badily and nrentat
velupment, which, in the vase of the
Russian Fmpress, ultimately degeneras
teid into downright wonstrosity,
Eqtally  stout was our own o
rhucen Anne while among later mon-
archs - be mentivned the © Queen

Christina and the ex-Quecn Isabejla of
sSpaine and, with all respect be it adided,
our own late Queen, Vietori
The satte tule applics to literatare, to
E nee. oo art gl e society. Thus
Stivarge Eliot™ the noveii-t was stout,
as were “Greotdes Samd” Hannah Mora,
Mune, de Stael, amd M, Blavarshy, suo.
tere, was Hoxa BBonheur, the celebrated
painter, .
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Clarke's World-Famed Blood Mixture. —
“The most searching Bleed UClesnser that
science and medleal skill bave brought 1o
light.”" Sufferers from Berofula, Scurvey,
k. 18, DBad Legs, 8kin and Bloed Dls-
e Plinples angd Sores of any kind are
sollcited to glve it a trinl to test Its value.
Tuvnsands of wenderful cures have been efs
fected by it. Rottles 2.9 each, sold every.
where. Beware of worthless lmitations and
substitutes.

To get gourakin aAlwyes to aet well, 1a the true key to health

acording o the highest medical authorilios

Ie nrier to arhieve this

¥ou have b puy proprr attewlive 1o gonr and-ruwear,
Britannia Vests, Panta, Combiaatisny, &r., also Hoss and Mali"Houe
for Ladies wpd Gantleinen, and Ghildrea's Bocks, are th. BESP
MONLY CAN BUY. Thevar- rewtonasid in pree and sut all tne es ana pocasis
INSIST ON BRITANNIA snd anthing bur
BRITANNIA UNSHRINKABLE UNDERWEAR,
Gotdinanis al all Urapery and Mopery Stores
Soa that ' Britaunia® wad the anove trado mark 9 stamped oo every
WArment.

THE LADIES” COLLEGE, REMUERA,

FOR GIRLS OF All AGES,

The beantifnl mod extensive property known as (leveland House.
Half Term commences March 26th,
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