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Eaturday, October 33, 1903,

Our New Ailles In the Land of
the Rising Sun.

1By Florenee Dalgarnie.)

1.8

- Nikko and die, ov, 82 a pupllar
Japanese proverh pats it, I per use
1lie word magniticent until you hnve
ween Nikko't Nikko meens  “sunny
splendonr,” although miny woatler is
its peevailing  characte v, but mud
upd drirzle are forgolten amijdst the
branty of ils 2urrouwndin It lies two
thonsand feot above the ~-a, einbosoned
i hillz, elad with everpreen trees to
their sunpeit, At the upper end of the
Village there comes a sudden dip inte n
ravine, through whivh 1he Duiza-gava
foums and dashes, Formerly this sircam
was spauned by the sacrod Red Mridye,
Luat 1hiz, together withh the one tsed hy
ordinary mortals, wias washed away in
the tremendons  floads of last year.
Crozsing by a tempurary bridge, ene
Laxina 1he ascent threugh a paved grove
of cryplemerins, and possing by a read
which suns hetween a group of iinor
timple Duildings to the right, and the
wnnier residence of the young lwperial
Princesses, and o pohlic puzk, to the
1rfi, one reaches the granite toril, &
fure of gateway whieli i 1lie sure index
of approeh to a %hiuto temple. And
now Ly a scries of broad =tone sieps
ube vises fromn terrace to terrace, whila
cach monuwent onc is chaymed by objecta
of ever-duereasing by and splendour.,
Fhe vye ia simply dorzled by this Acre-
polis of Japan. Nikke has been a sac-
1ed plaee 1o Shintoizts from the eatliest
s and to Buddhi<ts ever siies the
cphithn eentury, when o wise old Hudid-
List missiouary from China visited ift,
aned insten] of dectaring the Wind God
in impostor, gquivtly anvexed Lim gz a
manifestativn of Ruddha”  Menee we
fiztd here, as throughout Jupan, n “union
of tle clutrches,” @l the wsuzal 1hing
is {o practise lle ritea of one religion
during Lfe, and be haried with the
rites of the other. Bui the group of
magnificent buitdings w be =ecn at the
ypresent day all centre roumd the tomb
uf the irst gretat Shojun the Fwperar’s
Fivali Thye-Yasu, who extirpated Chrizs
tiruiiy frem Jepew, wnd was buried by
bis =er on the tup of the hill pbuve
Nikke Dt the ygear 51T, The crest of
this fantily is a trefoil, mind it is to be
= o ahnest every Beautifol bnild-
fig in Tukio as in Nikko. The Tvku-
HAWIL moom T have Leen in wry a2s well
wiein slateerail the Aodicls of Japan.
Frradus and holy warer eiviern, hronze
and stone lanters temples and sh
Tor the raeved danec. wll elusier sev
kundved feer Lelow lize ultinate goal,
|Iu temb uf the Innnuh v ol the family.
which stamds the mountains,
amidst the wi eryplameriasg, Al
thai iy Leat in dnpanese aud Chinsse
a1t Toran And eolouy have been Toctssed
i these Baildings, and no pucr wortts
f nine ran cony 4 combrehensive
icea ef the marvell Teanly and great
Mworknmnship of  prouwps
i wond) af ees, Dlads,
Tenit. as well as
. ated Uhin awd Lo-

L iowes,
o

Tenn The liwer p of the
untir e wall are o 1 entirely
Wit ~lerkhs, duy geese, ol orhae

waterfonl, ja fight, atandieg on the
Lanks of etrewmmns, wid lakes, or swims
wming wid diving in the water, The har-
wony of pFich wlour, mlded fo the ex-
yuisite beauty of furm, one musl see Lo
vomprehend. The only thing in the
Western world ) ean jn the Jeast de-
Eree compare 1o it is, strangely encugh,
0 be seen in Walea, Let any New Zea-
bander bent on a Home trip visit the
recently renovaicd Norman Castle of
the late Maryuis of linte and he wifl
soe culoured carvings on walls and evil-
ing~ nat unworthy of Nikke. *im one
white lacguered pillar, the chief pate-
way, the pattern is upside-down, lest
the perfeclion of the siructurve shondd
excite the envy of the golsll .1t i
called “the evil averiing plilar.”

But glorious alihough thede wonderinl
structures are, gleaming in purple and
wold, apainst the overarching geeen, it
is the homsan beings wandeling 1o and
iTo who vhicfly interest me. We rour-
ists soem quite out of place as we toss
our pence to the priestess of the vacresdl
tlance, or go threugh a mock service,
as I abserved some English people doing,
Eo Jow ia the chmrels fallen that the
privsia perfarm for mere heretiea for
the sum of tenpence. Tle cougregation
was choking with ill-concealed laughtey,
aud it pained me as T recalled the s=cene
of a few moments before. A laiy Lading
a little girl by the hand, ond followed
hy & train of attendanis, had arrived
At the prineipul temple.  Un seeipg her
the green-rebed  priesis sprang with
preal alacrity to {heir feet, and while
some took up positions by the eacred
driun, others threw open ibhe door of
the Holy of Holies, closed to ail but to
members of the Imperial family, The

lacdy and the child entered, and with’
great reverence went througn o cere-!

mony nol unlike our Communion se
vice, and on bended Lnee uwewed
cakes and cups of saki. Then the priesta
administered tlie rame mucrament to
the attendanls, whe, h faces Loueh-
ing the floor, were waiting in 1he outer
temple. I noticed one of the women
reverently {olding vp the little earthen-
ware cup in a handkerchiei {o lake
home with der.

The manjority of the visitors are, Low-
cver, apparently poor people. whe are
Jdoing the round of the sacred mountains
in pilgrimage, much as I Jiave  seen
Boruen, Greell aml Armenian Christiana
do in thedr sacied places, But the glory
of the pr:oallmcd has departed, and
nowadays the sightsecr bringa the
e:l revenues into the hmple roﬂ‘nr:,
Materialiom is professed by those Jagpa.
nes> who wish te De considered wp-to-
date and in touch, as they ianey, with
Yuropean cullure. DParwin amd ITaeck-
¢l, aud principally Nietsche, are the
writers wha clietly influcnce oducated
men, elthough, as 1 hepe to show later,
missionary cffort i3 makiug slew bue
sure Leadway amongat the young. Fust
betow the temple enclosure, aling the
Lanks of the river, fienked 1”7 Whe sacred
mountain of Nautpi-san, n lmlg tine of
many hundred. Buddhus stood for cem-
turiea in atiitudea of severe contem.
rlution. The popular story was that no
one couldl count them. Buat now the
river bank las erumbled away befnre
thie force of the persistent stream, ang
instend of by Jumdreds the images may
uoew ke conuted by tens. Let us Impe
that in the long* run (his seene will be

typical of 1he influenve of Christiun upan
Hddhist veligion.

In Nikike tle towist hails from wmany
lands, anmd in my little Japanese Furoe-
pean Lotel within a week we have had
Auerican, Chinese, German, Presch and
Puglich, On plegsure beat, they invai-
ably eall for the chief pleasure-makers
~—the Geisla singing aul danecing girla
There are thirty thonsand of these pirls
ju the eapitsl, and they ave to he mel
with in every hotel witd tea-liorse in
Japan,

I Jmve heen fortunate enongh nat o
see them in Ltowrist fushion, but in veal
dapanese style on an open-air stage, st
np in the midst of the quaintest garden
wttached to the principal Japinese inn
of the place. Of coursz, all the move-
ahle walls of the inn werve deawn back,
and, much asx in thie Claveerian days in
the old land, sn the guests viewrd tie
prriormances.  In the payden itself the
villugera were stunding in dense
erowd, Aniviog late, 1 was talen, hy
special fuveur, round Lr the open-air
green room to a peint of vantage, whoere
I vould sce both before and helind the
reenes, 1t was very rcuvious to watch
ihe ephlnx-like fuces of the youag girla
relax when the enrtain was down, Those
who ouly saw thewn before the meenes
tost hinlf the fuk. The decorum f the
dencs, ita dissimilarity te the lmister-
ons ballet of the West, the long flowing

robes, a pantemime which lhus  been
alrcady too oiten deseribed. 1
saw a peony. A rherry, a fan, and A

starf donee; but within twenty minutes

—

ttie whole thing grew munotonous, and 1
shmll neser forget the hoiror of the
musi¢c as the playing on the sawmisen,
juter~poveed with shirieks and uncarthiy
nuires i valled. Misa ~Chryranthemum™
Miss  “nminging  Leaf” =2 “First
Happy,” Misa “Ninging Pine Tiee,” ubd
the rest of the little ladics possess a
certain guaint fusci a. Itut decorous
in every wuy as the performance wos,
1 think [ undersland the young Gorman
wha, in my hexring, in reply 1o the
enyuiry  of  the  wailyess a3 to
how  he  liked  the  Geishna,  exe
claimed, with “Tentonic foree, “I hate
them™  Much 1he saiwe feeling possess-
ed me when the other night we travel-
lera weve Lept awake by the sbrill voiee
of a Gei~hm whou bad been went fur Ly
2 Cliucse towi=t Lo amuse him by tu
ing night inte day. Missforwrics have
viten wen aecused of narrowuess he-
canse they spoke with di~favour of ihe
Gebla pirh but tet Eoglish - speaking
lonri-ts stay a icw ..u'hie at a resl

nese fim, wihere walls iave eura, o
stiietly, mliere paper sorcens o
phace of walis, nml liey will Le com-
pelled to aluil that Licse young ladies
are not under the careiul clapeconage
travellers are waaliy made Lo belicve.

e — e —
— e ea——

s

Clarke's B 11 18 are warranted 1o cure
fGrovel, Palns {n the DBack, and all Slodved
Camplaints, Free frawm Aercory. Haiab-
rpwards of 80 years, In boxes, 4.6
I, of 6ll Chemists and Tatent Medielne
ora taroughout the World, Prapristors,
¢ Llncoln and Midland Co es Drug
Copspany, Llicceln, Enzlapnd.
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PURE
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HE PERFECTION OF NATURE AND ART.

L 1: Manufactured by & spécial proccss,

F securing  high concentration of

; stimulating end

refreshing properties of the tinest
Cocoa Beans,

is to-day In daily regular use In

gvery country In tho world.

find

nourishing, digestible and delicious
of all Cocoas, besides being

‘"THE MOST ECONOMICAL IN USE.

¥

Try
it the most

Household Ironmongery

EUREHKA IRON FRAME WRiNGEFiS
Roliers
Xnch

in.
15s. 6d.

Jain,
188

1%,
2¢€s.

MRS POTTS NIQHEL-PLATED IROMS
d.

2ot of Lhree compiete, Bs. B

AND

JUST LANDED, EX PAPANUI
AND STAR OF ENGLAND,

-—Fnamelled Ware,

A NEW SHIPMENT OF FOLDING 10-PEG HAT RACKS, ONE SHILLING EACH, ]

CHOICE TINNED FRUITS

For the Winter Season.

JAMERICAN TINNED SEAMLESS WASHUP TINS
2-. Sd,

II- ‘d.

CALL AND INSPECT
~— QUR GOQDS —

1. .d. 2%, 3d.

l.r
uch

ERASMIC PERFUME (Deifcate Odorrt
1s. 11d., 2». 8., snd Je. per betils.

Driver's Apples and Plums

Jlb Ting, $a. #acl, or 75 8. per dozen.

INDIARUHBBER SPONGER (Cleno, Laating, Sanitary}
1s. 9d., 2s. 0d., 35 3d., l-l. 3d. each.

H. M. SMEETON, cmo.

General Providers,

QUEEN ST.



