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An Ascent of Mt. Egmont.
AT

(By A. M. RK . Auckland.)

While in New lymouth on businezs
last November T had many an adwmiring
Inok at Mt Egmont — that splendid
snow-rapped mountain—and this ereated
within me a8 longing to tread the seil and
seovia up to the summit, RBeing in New
Plyiouth again in February last, 1
nmnaged ta get together a Jolly and
aovialile  party numbering  eleven all
told. Hiring a brake, we cnllected our
bedding and  provisions, and made a
start from New Plymouth one dull
morning, We were not exactly fortun-
ate nt the start, for. after having gomne

MOUNTAIN PARTY IN THE

abont four miles rain began to fall pret-
ty heavily,  However, not to be beaten
by the unfavaurabile elements, we drove
an, and about noon reached the endins
line, which is 1t mies distunt from New
Plymouth and 4 salles from the Moun-
tain  House. Here we unloaded onr
bruke, and awaited the urrival of the
pack-hare=s.  We then wenleld our way
through mnd and water along a horse
track, which in fine weather must be a
most pleasant and beautiful walk, and
partook of lunch er the way. It is
not exactly strange to relate that nfter
nearly two hours tramp we wrrived at
the Mountain House a  Dit weary, as
well as wet, conzideting that we were
climbing up all the time. When we
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THE MOUNTATN HOUSE,

reached the House we bl attained an
altitude of 3140 feet aliove gea lovel
might here wention that this house was
At une time used as p soldiers’ armeks
at New Plymoutlh, atul the Govermnent,
finding no better nse for it, had it re-
meved to i1 present position for the
svcontiodation of mountain climbers

and those seeking Weialth in the exhilar-
ating air to be found up there. 1 hear

it is no uncommon sight to aee clderly
gentlemen of 70 and 73 years of apxe
plaxing leap-frog over the tree stnmps;
and [ believe it's true. The honse is
divided inte five eompartments, two ut
one end used for ladies' bedraoms, mul
two nt the other end for gentlemen, the
latge room in the centre heing used hy
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ail e 1 hall for «am
s amdd omide of this
noisoa large Pl whiere

a g e tire isoalw hopt majng.
Here we spewdily lried onr clothes, W

tanl alvesudy ~ent three pack honeses down
to the radins linme far our g L oamd
These arrive Ty tea time. little  the
the wor-e for the wet, We heartily en-
rd our evening meal, and then soucht
tly vepose. We slept in bunks one
abave the ather, a< an shipboard. The
e day broke without any signs of
elenring wml wat weal her continned
for tive davs, with sometimes o el
up fur an Lour or =0, when we :
glimpse of the Leautitul white patehes
(Continued an page 470
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