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GOLF NOTES.

1 By Stoney Dead >

Some months ago I wrote on the sub-

ject of the perfect scenery and views

that one enjoys when playing at One

Tree Hill. At the same time I promised
to write at some future dat-e- ftbruc

the course as a golf course. That* time
has now arrived. I am Ah aid my re-

marks will not be pala sable- to Those
who had most to do with the

of the course. But as I think. *eo I

write.

The first point is that on

earth, even the expenditure- of thous-

ands of pounds, eould ever have tnsde

One Tree Hill anything -tike a “wood

golf course. And this is So by reason

of the soil end the grass that grows on

it. Disguise it as you idte, there is
only one term to apply to sueh a course,
and that is that it is a mud course pure
and simple. It is a rich voleanie soil,

through which undoubtedly rain Water

percolates quicker then through spare
clay, but just quicker and no more. If
there has been very wet weather One
Tree Hill is just as spongy and impos-
sible (from a golfing point of view) as

Green Lane was. It has the advantage
of drying itself quicker.

Then as this soil is so rich it conse-

quently grows grass luxuriantly, and
no amount of cutting v.-fil keep the

grass within bounds in the spring-time.
The only time of the year when the

lies are anytliing like in proper condi-
tion is in the autumn, when the rain
has forced up a sward of green grass.
In winter-time, when most of our play
is done, the grass is so weak that the
ball lies right into the ground, and a

clean lie is almost unknown. In the

spring-time the ball is certainly kept
off the ground, but so reposes that-only
one-half is above the surrounding grass,
however close it may be cut. In sum-

mer-time the lie is better, but then
again, the ball lies right into the

ground, with the disadvantage- of verr
hard ground. It is a maxim that a lie
is all right however hard the ground
may be, provided the ball lies clean. A
golf-course made of Xeuehatel aspbalte
would be a better course than One Tree

Hill under any conditions; in fact, one

has the condition of asphalt when play-
ing on a frozen seaside course. Again
it is a golf lie to play out of cups, but
never out of slinging grass. An Eitgii-h
amateur or professional -championship
would never be played at One Tree Hill
even if the course were properly laid
out. The second point is that the course

has not been properly laid out. Before

analysing our own course it is necessary
to establish what a finst-elass course-is.
There are two sine qua nons of a cham-
pionship course, and they are that
there must be at least 10 two full shots
holes, and that the total length of the
course is over 6000 yards. A two full
shots hole is one that is slightly under
the distance of two full shots" for a

powerful player, and just what an aver-

age player can comfortably reach in
two. , If it were taken as the full
length of the two shots of the big dri-
ver the hole would eease to be a good
one even for him when there was anywind against. He gets his advantage
when the wind is against at a properly-
laid-out hole, for his weaker opponent
cannot quite reach the green with his
second. Of the remaining 8 holes, 3
at least should be reachable in ou«,
three holes should be nearly three full
shots, and only two a drive and a pitch.
As I have already said. 10 is a mini-
mum for two full shots holes, and con-
sequently if there are more (as most
good courses have) the other holes are

varied. When a hole is a drive and a

pitch there should be peculiar difficul-
ties in the drive and in the pitch, such

as to make the pitch a reasonably diffi-
cult one if the tee shot has been good,
and almost in>n**es»lda if V l*»s no* beer*

good.
'

.. a

Now to analyse our course. Let us

count, as broadly as we can. the two
full-shot holes. There is the Ist, 2nd,
6th, Sth, 15th. By no possible means
can one count more. To go over the
course from Ist to ISth, it reads: Ist,
two full shots; 2nd, two full shots; 3id,
drive and pitch; 4th, two and a pitch;
sth, one shot; 6th, two full shots; 7th,
two and a pitch; Bth, two full shots;
9th. drive and pitch; 10th, one shot;
11th, one shot; 12th, drive and pitch;
13th, one shot; 14th. drive and pitch;
15th. two full shots; 16th. two and a

pitch; 17th, one and a pitch; 18th. two
and a pitch. Perhaps the 4th. 16th and
18th ought to be called three-shot holes,
but they are very bare ones. So one

finds there are five two full-shot holes,
six holes drives and a pitch, four holes
cue-shot holes and three three-shot holes.
Thus we liave only five two full-shot
holes, whereas we ought to have 10: we

have six of the variety that ought only
to sport two, or at the outside 3, in
the 18: four short holes and three long
ones. The six drives and pitches are

the blemishes of the course. The third,
for instance, is an absolute]-.- bad hole
in itself. To a Vardon it would lie a

matter of absolute indifference when his
fee-shot lay, for he would just bang
his second on the hillside behind the
hole. A Taylor would not even attempt
to pitch his mashie-shot for a three. He

would do the banging. This is not golf.
tAuat special feature of difficulty is

there in the approaches at the 7th. the

9th. the 14th and the 17th? An iron,
a cleek or a brassie shot may just lie
as well as the perfect played pitch.
Where p--ople get wrong about this sub-

ject of two full-shot holes is this—they
say why so exclude the mashie? But a

round of 18 two full-shot hole.-, does not
exclude the mashie, except to an abso-

lute automaton. Let them think how

often they use their mashies at our five

lull-shot holes. If they are playing well

enough to be on the green each time in
two they don't use the mashie; but how

often does it happen? The whole point
in laying out a green is a true appre-
ciation of what is true golf—which is

that if cue player plays a shot below

par against his opponent, who plays
absolute par. the former must lose that
hole unless he plays a shot above par
(i.e.. getting down in two from off the

green).
The total length of the course is some

5700 yards, as a liberal estimate, and. as

I have already said, no course is fiist-
elass unless 6100 yards.

The ladies had quite a tournament

week of it last week. Three Xew Ply-
mouth ladies have been up trying their

strength against our ladies. The first
match was played on Wednesday, when

a teams’ match was played. The Auck-

land Club did not put into the field it<

best team, but played players of equal
handicaps to the Xew Phiuouth ladies.

A very good game resulted in a win for
Auckland by 10 up. Miss Stevenson, the

Xew Plymouth lady champion, played
very well agaiust Miss Lewis. She was

only 3 down, and this, too, when -he

could not leave known the course. Miss

J. Draper beat Mrs Edwards by 5 holes,

and Miss J. Richmond beat Miss Haw-
kins by 2 holes. On Thursday Mrs W.

R. Bloomfield presented a prize for com-

petition among all-comers. It was

played against lasgey. 13 holes, and Miss
Lewis won with 5 down. The returns

were nut good, the next to Lewis
l«*ing 7 down. Thi* is pretty bed in )3
hol**s. On Friday the New llymcuth
ladies very gracefully presented a prize.
This was 14 holes medal play. Mise

Ethna Pierce won with the good return

of 59—14—75. Miss Stevenson (New
Plymouth) did the best, scratch, with
In the afternoon an approaching and

putting (comhined) competition took

pS.ee for ?. prize presente*! ly Mrs Lewis.
The distances Mere 80, 50 and 25 yarde.
In the first round Miss Stevenson. Mf»

Bloomfield and Miss Lewiw tied with 9.

In the second round Miss Stevenson went

out, and the other two again halved at
9. A third time they halved, and at the

fourth Miss Lewis won I \ her la»«t putt.
Nothing could be closer. Mi<s Steven-

son’s approaching was much admired,
and if she had putted as well a« the
others she would have won.

LAWN TENNIS.

i HAMPIONSHIP MEETING.

The championship meeting of the New

Zealand Lawn Tennis Association i* to

be heM this year at Napier, and Mr

Barry Keeping, the secretary, is making
even- preparation to ensure the sueeeee

of the gathering. The dates fixed are

December 26, 28. 29 and 30, so no doubt

many tennis enthusiasts who take their

holidays at that time of the year, will
take a run down to Napier to see the

meeting.

AUCKLAND CLUBS OPENING.

There a large attendance >f players
and friends at the Auckland Club’s lawns
on Saturday afternoon, when the season

was opened. The President (Mr Ja« kso:o

formally declared the courts opened. and

piay was indulged in during the afternoon.
Considerable improvements have been
made in the courts during the winter
mouths.

EDEN AND EPSOM CLUB’S OPENING.

The pretty lawns of tLe Eden and
Epsom Club presented a very attractive

appearance on Saturday afternoon, the

opening day of the season. Th*' green

superintendent (Mr Horace had
the lawns in splendid order, and there
was a large attendance of members and
visitors. The Rev. E. J. McFarland. one
of the vice-presidents, made the opening

speech, and referred to the lawns as no

doubt the best In New Zealand, and Mrs
Heathe rfortn 1 ti pei ig er< m< uy
by serving two balls Into the court.

Matches were then oomwenvrd. some of
the play being unusually good for an open-
ing day. Afternoon tea was dispensed
during the afternoon. and a land p’/yed
several enjoyable selections.

CRICKET.

‘ WILLOW THE KING
”

CRICKET SEASON OPENED.

FiNE WEATHER AND FAST WICKETS

The cricket season was opened at Auck-
land on Saturday, when the championship
matches under the now disir: . « h•■•me were
started. During the week cricketers ha!
been apprehensive sb- it the weather, but
Saturday was a tine sumni'r’s day. and the
season was opened under *he h.'st condi-
tions. On an ojvni'jg da.v the wn-kets
th.» Domain are generaEy slow, but the
winds of last had dried the ground.
• nd players were fn-.‘ed with fast pitches.

1 int eres taken
in cricket since the a doprion <.f the district
scheme was manifested on Saturday, and
there seems no reason why the season

should not tc a very su >sful •. \ It

was pleasing to notice that the a»tei*dan?e

.■ ~ - the
s vriug in the senior matches was perhaps
not so high as one wo-Jd have expe- ted on
the excellent wickets provided, but it must
be remem-»ered, < f course, that ft w:i«s tiio
first day. and players had not yet struck
form. The chief interest centred in the
Grafton-Eden contest. Grafto:.’« <:r- >g

batting .. .tion t d sed for 131.
and Eden responded with 5S for the loss of
three wickets. Parn.rt !l, who are in many
quarters favourites for the scni« r rhampi 'D-

ship, were expected to score an easy vic-
tory over PciKouby. but th»' latt r team,

after starting disastrously, total' <1 112. and
Parnell have los. no less than f-»ur wickets

f*?EW ZEALAND JiAi: WAYS

XAIKATO AGRICVLITRAI. SHOW

AT KIBIKIRIKOA.

4th AND sth NOVEMBER, 1908.

C
v
.*-ap Excursion Tickets, available for

tieturn up to Decctol-cr Bth ’Till be issued

to Kiriklrtrca and Hamilton from any

station on 3rd. 4th, and sta November, at

the rate of 2d per mile First class and Id

ter mile Second class twlnlninm 4 and 2/

respectively). Milease counted one way on-

THVKSDAY. Sth NOVEMBER.

A Special Train will leave Auckland at

6.45 am.. Newmarket 6-57. Penrose 7.17,

Drury £Q. Mercer P.2S. Hnntly 10.30,

Ngaruawahia 10-34. arriving Klrikirirca

1135 returning leaving Klriktrlrvn at 5

c Hnntly 6.20, Mercer 7.35. arriving
Auclland 9.55 p m.

This train will not stop at Westfield cr

Runciman.
The 8.30 a.m. train from Te Awamutu

will ran through to Kirikin rva.

A Special Train wi!l leave Kirikiriroa at

t» p.m., Frankton Jk2o, arriving Te Kelt!
i" p.m.

A Train will leave Kirikiriroa at

F p.m.. arriving Cambridge 6.55 p.m.

The 7.5 a.m. train from Rotorua to

Frankton. and the ILSJ a.m. train from

Frankton to Rotorua will nor rr.n. The

north and south express trains w ill step
at Kkikirlroa to put down passengers.

A special train will leave Rotorua at 6.3J
sir... Putarnru 8.45, MorrinsrHle 11.5,
Ki-lkirirea arrive 11.50. and Frankton 12.25

p m

Return Special will leave Kfrlkirhoa at

4.30 p.m.. Mcrrfnsviitc 5.30, Pmaruru 7.4U
p.m., arriving Rotorua io p.m.

A special train will leave Thames at 7.25
*.m.. Paeroa 8.45. Te Aroba 9.30, Morrius
ville 10.15, arriving Kfrikirlroa 11.0, and

Frankton 11.20 a.m. Return Special will
leave Frankton ar 4.50 pun., Kirikiriroa
5-29 p.m., Te Aroha 7.5, Paeroa 7.50, arriv-
ing Thames 8.55 p.m.

Per further particulars see posters and
handbills.

BY ORDER.

EXAMINATION FOR MINE MAX-
" AGERS' AND BATTERY SUPERIN-

TENDENTS’ CERTIFICATES.

Mines Department,
Wellington. Ist Oct., 1903.

An Examination of Candidates for Cer-
Hhcates as First and Second class Mine
Managers and Battery Superintendents,
under The Mining Act, 1898,” and First
£: * second class Mine Managers under
*

—Jf Coal Mines Act, 1891.” will he held
TUESDAY, the 26th January, 1904. and

f 11. wlnz days, st places to be hereafter
named. Ail applications, with necessary

-n cates, and fee of £l. must be ad-
cressel ro -Tne Secretary of the Board of
Examiners under the Mining Act
Lr Coal Mines Act?. WeTHngton,*’
eul must be received before the

December, or they will not
with until the Examination

-9.0. Forms of applications may be ob-

tt*?ed.a: School of Mines, Thames. Waihi,
toromandel, also from Inspector of

fi-ines, Thames, Westport, and Dunedin.

o
T. H HAMER,

Secretary to the Board of Examiners.
(NOTE.—No candidate will be permitted

t present himself for examination unless

. . . an authority from the Secretary,
seating that his certificate of service has
been accepted by the Board.)

C. W. ALLSOP, A.R.1.8.A.
(Associate of the Royal Institute of

British Architects),

ARCHITECT
213. VICTORIA ARCADE. 4

N ° W pVDLISHED.

fpilE “

QOUNTESS” yyALTZ.

(As performer at Vice-regal & State Balls)
Composed by CLARICE BRABAZON.

(Late Solo Fianiste, Royal Italian
Concert Company.)

D's.iated by Special Permission to the
Countess of Ranfurly.)

Tt ts hi J from all Music Dealers through-
cut the Colony.

PRICE. 2/

HOW TO CUREHORSE, & DOG AILMENTS

e A useful Veterinary Book is attached to every bottle of Condy’s Fluid.

In this Book Eminent Veterinary Surgeons strongly recommend Condy’a
Fluid as a Bpeedy and absolutely Certain cure for Sore Backs, Sore

Shoulders, Broken Knees, Grease, Thrush, Cracked Heels in Horses,

Distemper, Mange, Canker, Eczema, and Wounds of all kinds in Dogs.
> Condy’e Fluid is sold by all Chemists. Beware of Local imitation

* AU cubsututes axe inferior. Insist on having “ Condy’e Fluid.'*
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