
Music and Drama.

On Tuesday evening, after this paper
Went to press, the Musgrove Shakes-

pearean Company appeared in what is
absolutely unquestionably the most

perfect and most magnificent produe-
lion which lias ever been placed on the
to;-rds of ft colonial theatre. It being
manifestly impossible to criticise or

commend a thing before witnessing the

same, it might legitimately be asked
tow such an opinion could be here laid
ciown. Knowing that a week must

It lapse before this paper could comment

on “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” the
critic thereof si cured permission to

attend a final rehearsal < t the same in
His Majesty’s theatre. The very fact

of having a full and m-.-.t rigid rehear-al
oi the play, which has been running for
mouths now in Australian and F.i:;’i.li
theatres, will indicate the scrupulous
and innnite care which has been lavish-
ed on the production. Space will not

permit of a detailed eulogy—for noth-
ing else is possible—in this isssue. The
superb completeness of the performance
in every single particular is a theme
on v.m.a one could effectively enlarge
for a coiumn or more, but the linotype,
..!-.e ti e tide, vails for no man, and it

may not be. Lot it then be said briefly
and emphatically, and with due sense

cf responsibility, and dislike of gush,
that no finer conception of a most beau-
tiful comedy could be possibly imagined.
Miraculous as are the stage effects—-
as.d miraculous Is only -.,cru—art in

acting, and beauty in elocutionary
effect, have not been one iota subor-

dinated to them. Exquisite as is the
wood scene in the second act, where

Titania and her train enter, a scene

whose marvels grow and grow on the

spsetator throughout the act, it is no

whit more beautiful than the culture

with which Titania speaks her match-

less lines of blank verse,_ or. the de-
lightfulness of the . beautifully-sung
fairy lullaby. The masterpiece, from
ft stagecraft poiut of view, is, of course,
the famous dawn scene in act 4, which

■theatrical wonder cannot well be des-
cribed in a few lines of bald print. Its

beauties unfolding themselves in slow

degrees to a nocturne of Chopin, really
well played by a large and exceedingly
tine orchestra, will ever remain in the
minds of those who see it, as 'soberly
and literally one of the sights and en-

joyments of a lifetime. The acting
throughout is as close to perfection as

heart eould desire, and it may be said
without hesitation that anyone who can

afford to see this produetion and does
not do so commits a blunder of incred-
ible stupidity. No single company which
has ever come to New Zealand has ever

attempted such a performance, no com-

pany has ever earned from a respons-
ible paper more sincere, more emphatic,
or more worthy commendation than it
seems the duty of the writer to here
bestow.

The Maggie Moore season in Auck-

land did not open too brilliantly with

"Killarney,” which proved, on the first
night at all events, a weak plav—decid-
edly weakly played. With the single
exception of Miss Moore, who also was

scarcely up to her usual form, the play-
ers seemed either careless, or else ill at

ease, and the whole performance, in act-

ing, staging, and general setting, smack-
ed more of the amateur than the profes-
sional stage.

Miss Moore retains a marvellous vital-

ityandvivacity,but it must be reluctantly
confessed her singing is not what it was.

and. after all, one has no right to expect
it to be so. ••Killarney” was played two

nights, and on Tuesday evening, after

we went to press, -The Widow from

Japan” was to be staged:and that again
is to be followed in due course by the

over-popular “Struck Oil,” in which Miss
Moore is always at her very best.

Mr and Mrs John Prouse and Miss

Prouse, of Wellington, were in London
when the last mail left. Mr Prouse
suffered somewhat severely after his

departure from New York from the

effects of the heat experienced while
be was in that city, and the assistance
of a medical man had to be obtained
on his arrival in Liverpool, where he

had to rest for a few days before pro-

ceeding to London.

Recognising the very arduous and ex-

ceedingly good work which Mr Montague,
of Auckland, had done in forming the

Shakespeare Society, which has been
such a success during the winter season,

the members of that society made Mr.

Montague the recipient of a small sou-

venir of their gratitude and goodwill last
week in the shape of a handsome gold
sovereign case. Mr. Campbell (president
of the society) made the presentation on

behalf of the members, aud Mr. Mon-

tague, who was obviously taken very
completely by surprise, responded ;n

felicitous terms.

“Mistakes Will Happen.” Messrs
Geach and Willoughby's latest “boom”
in the laughter-making line, commenced

work in earnest in Dunedin last week,

and is reported from trustworthy
sources to be excruciatingly funny. The
company work leisurely North, and have

magnificent dates, including Carnival
Week in Christchurch, and Christmas
holidays in Auckland. The luck of the
firm (or is it good management ?) evi-
dently keeps in. and a host of friends
of the genial pair will hope it may long
continue to do so.

The engagement is announced of Mrs
Bode, of East Melbourne, and Mr Car-
lyle Smythe, musical and dramatic critic
of the “Argus,” and son of Mr R. S.
Smythe.

Madame Emily Soldene met Mrs Her-
rick Knowles (Lily Tithcradgej in Lon-
don recently. Mr and Mrs Knowles—-
and baby—wiil return to Sydney
shortly.

The “San Francisco Dramatic News”
says that when the Frawley Company
returns to America, in about a year’s
time, Mr Frawley expects to engage
extensively in other theatrical inter-
ests in Australia.

A well-known teacher of music in the
city Las methods which are peculiarly
abrupt. A new pupil had come to him

for an opinion, and after listening to her

for some time, he said suddenly, "Why
do you not wear earrings?” The ques-
tion was so sudden, and to the poor girl
so extraordinary, that she could only
stammer, •‘Earrings’ Why?” “Well,
you might just as well use your ears for
something,” said the teacher. “They are

no good for music.”

Miss Ada Crossley is decidedly amus-

ed at the care Mr Williamson takes of
her. in case she should be fatigued for
her concerts. He would not allow her
to shake hands at the Mayoral recep-
tion, and watches over her carefully.
Miss Crossley relates how in England
she has travelled miles to sing at a con-

cert in the afternoon, then returned to
town, dressing in the train, just in time
to sing at an evening concert, or has
travelled practically all day and night
between two concerts.

Mr Hany Rickards. as the result of
his present trip to England, has arrang-
ed for his-first contingent of new per-
formers, and they are already on their

way to Australia. The following per-
formers are coming by the Oroya—
Madame Vuleana, a female Kandow;
Atlas, an athlete; Johnson, a musical
comedian; and Mrs Sims Reeves, sopra-
no. With the exception of the widow
of the famous English tenor, the new

artists will open in Melbourne at the
Opera House, on October 24. Mrs Reeves

will make her Australian debut at the
Tivoli Theatre, Sydney, on October 31.

Mr Rickards has also engaged the
Dumonds, a company of Parisian min-

strels. who are coming to Australia by
way of America, and are due here this

month.

There have been ructions in the Pol-
lard Opera Company, says the “Critic,”
and Miss Nina Osborne, who has made a

decided hit over there, and become a

great favourite with the public, has left
their ranks. The trouble culminated at

Johannesburg, where the comedian. Mr.

Percy, had painted up the scenery, and
asked as a favour that his wife should
play "Mimosa San.” His request was

granted, and Miss Osborne wad asked to
play “Tommy.” After making such a hit
there, this was rather too much, espe-
cially as she had played a better part
for Mr. Williamson, with a superior all-
round company, more especially as Miss
Ramsay, who was playing “Mimosa,” was

promoted from the chorus, and had only
played it once in New Zealand, as under-

study. A New Zealand night was given
during the run of “Geisha,” and so great
a favourite was Miss Osborne, that spite
of the fact that she was no longer a mem-

ber of the company, she was invited to
be present with a theatre party, and was

presented, like the principals, with a sou-

venir of the occasion, a small gold me-

dallion, with on one side—“N.Z. night,
Jo'burg,” and the other the initials of
the recipient and Kia-ora. After the per-
formance they gave a supper on the
stage. The company left for Pieter-
maritzburg at the end of September.

Apropos of Miss Osborne, who, when in
New Zealand, was the bosom friend of
Mias May Beatty, the young lady’s muny
admirers in this colony will hear with
mingled feelings the news that sh» will
not return to the colonies, as she is going
to marry and settle in South Africa. By
all accounts her fiancee is a fine fellow,'
Major W. J. Robertson, of the Capetown
Highlanders, who was all througa the
South African campaign. Her Melbourne
friends, while delighted to hear of her
happiness, regret that it will mjan a

great loss tdthem, for she is'such a ster-
ling little woman, a universal favourite
where personally known, and a staunch
friend. Miss Osborne has proved a <*rea€
favourite with Pollards’ company in
South Africa, but she has latesy seceded
from its ranks, and is staying w: th'
friends.

“Mark Hambourg, who regretfully
describes himself as ’a bundle of nerves?
ascribes his poor health to overwork in
childhood (says the “Bulletin”). ‘They
even dragged me out of bed at night to
practise,’ says the victim bitterly. Nowa-
days the word of the successful'Mark is
regarded as law by his relatives, and it
is owing to him that brother Boris is al-
lowed to take up athletics and spend
seme of his time in amusing himself. ‘He
may thank me that there remains curl
in his hair and colour in his cheek,’ says
Mark, scanning with complacence' the
comely ’cellist, who, for his part, save
he would gladly barter his superior di-

gestion and nerves for a chance of ever

landing in the same musical street as his
gifted elder brother.”

•Vt'OK AU. SORTS A>n CONDITIONS
4-1 OF MEN.”

MR GEORGE MUSGROVES

QOMPANY.
MANAGERIAL.

Mendelssohn’s world-renowned and de-
lightful overture to "A Midsummer

Night's Dream” will be played by the Or-
«b<-stra at 7.45 SHARP.

jpyiS 6 yjAHEATRR.
Lessee Mr C. R. Bailey
Under the Sole Direction of

MR GEORGE MUSGROVE.

Manager ........ Mr Chas. B. Weatmseott

EVERY EVENING.

Shakespere's

FAIRY COMEDY.

£A MIDSUMMER NIGHTS DREAM.

~

-REVELS OF FAIRIES. ELVES,

Stage Manager. Arthur Coe.

GRAM) OPERATIC ORCHESTRA,
Tinder the baton of Herr Johan Wlelaert.
THE MAGNIFICENT COSTUMES AND

ACCESSORIES DESIGNED BY MR C.
WILHELM.

POX PLAN
Now open at Messrs Wildman. Lyell. and
AnyX where Beats may be secured Six

Days Ahead.

A LIMITED SALE OF TICKETS
For

STALLS AND GALLERY
Will be issued for

EACH -DREAM” PERFORMANCE.
Now obtainable at

Partridge’s, Tobacconist-, Queen-st., and

The Toreador Floral Depot, nis Majesty’s
Arcade.

EARLY APPLICATION ESSENTIAL.
PRICES —6/, D.C. and O. Stalls; 4 ,

Stalls: 2/. Gallery.
No Early Doors.

£ P E R A HOUSE.

Lessee and Manager:

WILLIAM ANDERSON.

MAGGIE MOORE.

MAGGIE MOORE.

As

; “THE WIDOW FROM JAPAN.’*

SATURDAY NEXT.

“WAY DOWN SOUTH.’’

PRICES —3/, 2/, and 1/.

. *Early Door, €d extra.

HORSE AND COW COVERS
HAWKES IMPROVED PATENT.

Leg or Thigh Straps Covers,

=E. Leßoy, ——

HORSE COVER AND OILSKIN MANUFACTURER.

Telkfboxk HOL 42, QUEEN STREET, AUCKLAND.

W. P. HOFFMANN, IKK Auckland.
Pianos and Organs on Time Payment.

.OLE AGENT FOR t aFJE Hsi Violins,
Brinsmead Pianos BHBBQRS Banjos
Sollard &. Collard B| t ■>;f Guitars,

Pianos B njjgH Accordions,
Carl Ecke Pianos B 1" Concertinas.
Rosener Pianos B *c " *c"

gn ano all kinds of

STORY & CLARK B jH
1” 1

fittings.

ORGANS. B|| r
-^: Tr~ i

<l I J I — AU hinds ofMusical
Baccnn

a” I—' """" Z. usSH Instrument ts Tuned
ffiXvr andRepaired.

BAND INSTRUMENTS.

VIOLIN STRINGS in
Call and Inspect the W ? f
Bayxl Fi*i» Flayer. GREAT VARIETY.
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