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Tourlsta and Their Liatuor.

To add one’s mite to the wealth of
ridicule anl contempt with which the
Licensing Bill has been recelved on all
hands, seems rather like hitting a man
when he is down. But Mr Seddon Las
Lroad shoulders and & sovereigm com-
tempt for criticism, so one may as well
enjoy some of the humour which several
clauses of the new measure abounds.
The poiut that particularly tickles my
mense of the ludiecrous is the provision
which is to allow a tourist to obtain
drinks in a prohibition district in which
even private individuals will be proserut-
ed for keeping beer, wire or spirita in
their own homes for the consumption of
themselves =znd their friends. The
question which at once arises is, what is
& tourist? The dictionary defines it as
thus: Tovrist, one who makes a tour; a
traveller who goes about from place to
place enjoying scenery, ete. Now hers
ia o preity kettle of flsh to start with,
for there is no indication given as to the
lengilh of the tour which entitlez &
man to be ealled a tourist. A journey
of three miles gives & man a right to be
called a traveller., A Wellingtonian in
Auckland, or a Dunedin man in Christ-
chureh, would certainly be a tourisf, I
take it. if travelling for pleasure, and
under the circumstances everyone wonld
travel ostensibly for pleasure. We
should then see the guaint aight of a
city where strangera could indulge in
refreshmenta to their hearts’- content,
while the inhabitants Tooked thiralily
and enviously on. One would, I sup-
pose, get one's certificate as a touriat
when one took a rtailway or steamer
ticket for any town over a certain dis-
tance off, and would have to show it
before one could obtain the foaming
tanknrd, or whatever one’s particular
“vanity.” as Mr Btigeius ealled it. hap-
pened to be. A tourist, too, will no
doubt be allowed o carrv a flask; but.
if so. what is he ta do with it If he hap-
pens to 2o on a visit to & friend; forin a
prohibition district to have the smallest
Arep in the house of a private indivi-
dual is to render him {or her) liable to
prosecution. Of course it may be said
that the tourist exemption will eover
this. and that tourists will be allowed
to give a friend a drink. If s0, tourists
mre likely to become exceedingly popular,
and those fond of the lorbidden thing
will keep a tame tourist on the premises,
or rather a seriea of them, to call week
Lx week. This would. of conrze, open
a naw avenue of emplovment in which
a rertain section of the community
wonlidl find coneenial employment. They
wauld tour the coleny. visiting the
honsex of those who lave their toddr,
and standing treat: being, of course.
well paid and well pruned for the
trouble and subzequent headaches. But,
of course. Mr Seddon might soon put a
stop to this, and & tourist would be
sworn to drink by himself and never
to share his flask with his hest under
any condition whatsoever. There are
other possibilities, a host of them in
fact, but space will not permit of fur-
ther reference at present.
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Sosnery Preservation and
Protsction,

Evervone will appland the wise action
ol the Govermment in taking practical
steps to preserve as Government re-
serves the various beauty spota with
which thiz colony mbounds, and on the
spending of a sum of £100,000 on this
object if necessary, Action has happily
been taken in time, and if wisely admin-
istered the funds should allow the pre-
eervation of several places whose beauty
or historic interest make them = desir-
able netional possession. But it would pay
the country to go further, and to spend
Btill more money on the besutifieation of
places naturnlly lovely, but capable of
vatural improvement. Tha extent to
which this is dons in Switzerland and ia
Italy is extraordinary, and mont unques-
tHonably it pays very handsomely. The
Towrist Department have done such ex-

ceéllent work with the moderate means
at their command that I think it would
be almoat impossible to be too lavish in
the funds allowed them, and it waunld be
an investment on which the returns
would increase with every year of the
eolony's lifa. The number of persona with
money to spend and time to employ sce-
ing new places is slsost incredihle, and
fast steam transit hus made New Zea-
land mlmost ma accessible now as waw
Norway a few Fears back. By prescrv.
ing wnd improving the acenic beautics
with which the colony is so liberally en-
dowad, and by making New Zealand oue
of the fineat sporting countries in the
world we are adding to our forest ns-
sets, and ¢very private and individual
éffort, as well aa every public endeavour,
should be uuceasingly devoted in this di-
rection.
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Colonial v. London Journallsm,

As veaders of these paragraphs pay
possibly have noticed, 1 am net one of
thesa who believe in the wiadum or good
taste of perpetually bWoewing our own
particular New Zealand trumpet, but I
have lately had it brought ~ery
forcibly before rie that we have good
right to be proud of cur daily papers in
this colony. “Weekly, too,”—you
would add, and but for the impropriety
of self-praise out of am advertisement,
I should have added them, for indeed all
our New Zealand wecklies are good; but
the matter in my mind, and which is
alone of general interest, concerna the
daily presa—chiefly. Yt, as I have said,
doea us credit, and as much for what it
declines to do as what it does. That
the chie! morning and eveniug papers
give & very excellent tesume of the
news of the world without and of mat-
tera of local interest is admitted, and
this is good, but that they have stood
clear of the tactics of the sensational
methods which are pow the fashion in
the great London half-penny dailies, and
which sre still more grosaly neticenble
in certain American journnls, is even bet-
ter. In the ordimary course of pro-
fessional work I have seen much of the
papers whese outrageous coudnet over
the disappearance of Miss  Hickman
drew from the “Times” the diznified re-
gret that journalism should be so pros-
tituted, The reproot of the greatest of
daily orgauns in tlie world was well de.
served. The papers concerned behaved
shamefully over this care, Lut it was
only cn & par with what ia now a recog-
pised policy in journalism in the Old
Country,  Sensationslism at nay price
seems the motto—and the instruction to
reporters and contributors is atl too evi-
dently “Clet news; true, if pnszible, but
get newa Accuracy, absolute and per-
fect, should be the backbLone of journal-
iamm. To oblain news early and get
ahead of rivals ia the ambition of every
pressmen, but if speed s scoured at the
expense of accuracy it becomes, or
should become, valueloss. Tt the add
part of it is that apparently it does not.
The half-penny journals ut Home pub-
lish much news that is eorreet, and pub-
lish it in very concize form, but some
of them, at ull events, also, and as it
BEeTLY, deliberately,  publish  daily
lengthy rumours, suppositions, confes-
sions, and what net, which are palpably
false. Theso nre heatedly denied or
ridiceled by the opposition papers, or
are perhaps just simply disproved by the
events of the few hours following pub-
dication; but no notice Iz taken of the
ingccuracy, no apology made for the
publication of false information. All
this is called “emart,” and i3, one under-
stands, up-to-date jourpalism, All I
can say is, long may we remain out of
date in New Zealand. The space given
day after day o murderera, their
private concerns, and alleged new discov-
eries of their crimes, and to such canes
a8 this af Miss Hickman, arouse positive
disgust, A certaln inquest was report-
od & week or 80 ogo with more detail
than seemed to e accossary, but other.

wise the dally presa of this colony In
remarkably fras from the chiefer ains
which are beginning to se serlously lower
the status of daily jowrnalisra in the
Old Country.
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The Lant Straw.

As  though there were mot weights
enough and to spare in the British sys-
tem of messuring things, the Board of
Trade people have just sldded mnoiher
to the list. The little atranger is to ba
known as the half-cental. and weighs
G0lhs—certainly a very fine child, but
atill it wiil hardly be welcome. A cal-

. culuting person has come to the con-

clusion that about ome-hall & boy's time
at schopl is taken up in commlitiing to
memery the long string of weights and
mensures which tind & place at the be-
ginning of the arithmelle book. Who
does wut remember them, even hnowr,
with a shudder, and a feeling of pity
for the present day pupil—the vietim of
Rritish  stupidity end  conservatism,
doomed to & worse tmek tham stonoe-
walling Sisayphus?! Why. rven now, with
all tbe added experience uf use, one cnn
not always say it ssked quickly huw
many gills and pints go to make up
each other (whichever it is), or what
the difference is between grainsy and
dwts, dracluns and minims. It gives one
the nightmare to simply try and run
througl even the names of the multi.
tudinous syslems with which the Brit-
ish tradesmier femce thewmselves round.
On the other hangd, the 'cute continent.
al haa three or four systemsa of mesa-
urements which are simplicity  itself,
and enable him to do without a mini-
mum of exertion that which would take
the sverage Dritish person ‘mlu\h. time,
and require a great deal of brain fag
and voluminous figuring, Why cannot
some Uhamberluin of weights and fig:
ures arise and wake us up to a con-
sciousness of the time we are wasting
by clinging to obaoclete methods when
onr neighbours ahd rivals have cast
them off long agal
+ + -+
The Vall of Futurity Rent.

\We laugh at the Maorl tohunga and
invcke the law to suppress makutu-ism,
but at the same time there i:‘enough ot
the taint of superatition left in our na-
tures as the legney of our ancestors to
make it easy for an incrediblle num-
ber of fortune-tellers, and Iadies with
foreign names, who read palms, to make
a pretty cemfortable living among us.
Thackeray says we are all hypocrites,
some fur a good purpose and sowe for
& bad. 1f we are all perfectly frank
we will have to admit that we are, none
of us, absolutely free from the inf}u-
ence of that state of the mind which
has been termed a “misdircetion of reli-
gious feeling.” We have all heard of the
man who used to kaugh at the silly
paople whe would never efart a jowrney
on a Friday. 1e was above such things
and did not believe in them. He al-
ways started a journey on a Friday, and
had never had au  accident yet. “in
fact, sir, I wouldn't start cn any other
day of the week bui Friday!” Zedkiel
and other smart folk tuke advanlaga
of this peculiarity in their fellow-men
end make money out of it. The anncy-
ing part of it is that one alwaya forgets
to take note of these prophecies when
they are wade. Nincety-nine go by
witf;out the remotest suspicion of being
fulfilled, and no one bLothers to remark
the fact, but when the hundredtih comes
along, and by n lucky coincidence an
event something like comen with it, the
prophet loudly announces the fact (or
fiction), and so preserves his reputntion.
The other day n weird publication ealled
“Qut of the Rilence,” wilth a lot of things
like oughts-and-crosses and  Egyptien
mummics about it, reached me, It gecrns
that so long ngo as April, 1002, ene of
the seers whose lucubrations appear in
this journal of csoterig lors, predicted
trouble between Rusaiz and Japan. He
says: “By & process of intuition and de-
duction we believe the 14th and 20th of
August to be focus days of danger—
Reptember 12, 28, Cetober 10, 23, Novem-
ber @, 18, and December 13 are alao evil
—sand eo leave our prediction for Tims,
the great alchemist, to test in his eru-
cible.  The propliet evidently antici-
pates the ernclble will “boil-over.” In-
cldentnlly be remarks that “the Jops will
win handsemely and astpuish Furops;
the Vernal Equinox, early in the cow-
ing year at Tokio, being a glorions one,
Venua exactly culminating in her exalta-
tion iz Pisces, and the sun in conjunction

with Jupiterin Area™ 1! anyihing were
wanting to muks ceayer this slrendy
crratal clear argument, there ia also &
scven-line sum with a lot of full-stope,
degree marks, stray sipns of the Zodime
eked out with s libernl Jlash of “intoi-
tion' and ‘“deduction.” Ia a sart of
supplement called “‘Arrows of the Cham*
he deald ont promiscaous trouble, anmd
apyone who wants to test his powers
shculd rememiber that “in 1905 Dom Car-
los will come into his awn and rula ever
Bpain; February 10, 1905, Emperor of
Austria sleeps with his fathers; 1908,
Duo I¥Orleana becomes Kinz of ¥Franee;
November, 1008, Mark Twuin tries a
joke on Charon; August, 1936, Republie
in Fngland; May, 1929, Home Rule, Tre-
land; December, 1929, lord Roberts
meets Nelson.”  These are a few of the
principal events inm the seer's calendar.
It §a only fair to bim to state thai he
propheaied “No Cup for Shamrock™ aa
Iar baek as Jiae of this year. There
are other equally interesting events fore-
shadowed, but I will leave Lihis new
reader of visions mt “August, 1026, Re-
public in Fngland.”
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Not Such & Fool as He Looked,

The passengeras by the Orient liner
had come to the conclusion that the
young Fnglish tourist was » fool. bhut,
as an American put it, they were not
quite sure “what size of & fool” he
was. In ruoning his ere over the break-
fast list he saw sea-pia amongat the
dishes, red said, “Haw! sea-pie; Twve
mever caten i, don't you know.
Steward, bring me some, please.” The
table watched him curiousty aa the dish
was brought, and just as curlowely the
tourist gazed At the strange mixture put
before him. “Take it AwLy, ateward,”
he sald decisively. “But ‘pon haven't
tastad it.” protested one of the guests.
“No,” snid the novice emphaticalips
“and I don't intend to—too much
debris.” There was a roar of laupghter
at the tnble, and the tourist's slze in the
fpol-gaugze shrank econsidernbly.
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What Deaf People Should Avold.

The things that deaf peopleshould avoid
sre well sumined up in a few brief hints
entitled “Don’ts for the Deaf,” port of
an atrticle on “lygliene of the Ear,” con-
tained in the latest number of the “Re-
view of the Iar, Nose. and Throat Iria-
erses.”” Turning the leaves of this popu-
lar magazine one finds also wuch of in-
terest in the way of genernl information
on deajne=s and lifferent forma of
catarrh, The reutine treatment of ihe
aural specialist comes in for much eriti-
cisim, and new wcthoda are thoroughly
discussed, preferenve being given to the
new (reatment based on outward npplica-
tions bebind the eara. This treatment,
the Drouet Methad, which ran be applied
&t howe, is suid to have effected o large
number of cures in cases where other
methods failed. Those who are interasted
in the aubjeat ean obtain a copy of the
“Review of Iiar, Nose aud Throat Dis-
cases,” free by pust, Ly addressing the
Editor Drouct Institute, 10, Alavble-arch,
London, W., England, Another wpecial
feuture of the “Review” is the enclosure
of & Patient’s Report Form, for tle bene-
fit of tlhese who wish advice, for wlirh
no fee ia charged if given by carrespoud-
ence.
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