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rule and messurement. Whatever ex-
ceeds the line must be lopped off. But
only up to & certain point does the ana-
lugy between the plant vegetable and
the plant human hold good. The human
plapt capmut be pruned without doing
it serious injury, nor cun it be dwarfed
in one directivn without assuming ab-
normal proportions in another. It may
be trained and led to seek the light in
some new direction, but the time-hon-
oured Bystem of ‘‘don't” has proved the
undoing of many a parent who had no
auspirion a8 to what the real want of
succers might be attributed,

Waould -Fou ther let children du as
they please and become the spoiled, un-
manageable beings we so often see?

Yes, my good madam. let them do as
they please, but first mee that they
“plense” to do right, There iz too much
recognition of evil in the world, Ewvil
exista certainly, but why should it bLe
kept belore the minda of children Ly
ronstant admonitions not to do this or
that when, perhaps, nothing in their
natures has as yei been appealed to by
this espeeial form of evil? Our army
of soldiers is ted to move in one direce-
tion by following the flag they love,
anot by sbunning the one they batr.
There will not be a great necessity for
repressing evil tendencier if the stand-
ard of right be set up for all to follow
and evil ignored wherever posaible.

One of the most dreadful of all things
in dealing with ehildren is so repress-
ing them that they are not allowed to
amilyse their own motives of give a
statement of the arpument which led
theny to a eertain action. A child may
comwit a disobedient action from a
perfectly pure motive.  Mistaken zeal,
a4 hope of special approval when the
thing was expluined, has jed many a
child into an action diametricaily op-
posed to commands, Alas! That ex-
planation was never permitied, and the
child was punished instead of receiving
approval for judgment. . Every child
before being condemned should be ac-
corded a just hearing before a judge that
should be impartial. und able to weigh
evidence and motive.  Were thiz plan
Afaithfully pursued, many an uplifted
hand would be dropped without inflict-
ing the hasty blow, for the motive
would be found to be lack of judgment
rather than a desire to do wrong. And
if the former, it is probably clearly the
parerts’ own fault.

We should remember that a child re-
s«embles a traveiler in foreign lands, and
has no means of learning what he wants
to know bul by his eager “why ¥ His
hnbits of observation are as wvet un-
furmed, or. at least undeveloped, so
he has nothing upon which to base his
indgment but that which is- told him
by those who have been longer in the
«onntyy  than he. Upon the wmanner
in which this information is-conveyed
1if it be conveved at all) depends much
of the future of both purent and child.
A hasty “don’t” or an Impatient “be-
canyse—1] tell yon {0” may close the aub-
ject for the time being, if an apparently
unnecessary question has been pui. bul
the wise parent will explain rather than
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repress the spirit which has prompted
the "why?!" Thin means will establish
» perfect confidence between parent and
child, and will ere long ledd to such
& comnmunion of thought between the
two that requesta ar commands will he
nmet by obedience founded on respect,
and will be unqueationed becawse here-
tofore reasons have been given and their
justive acknowledged.

In other ways is this wise. A com-
mand once given stands for the hour
only. A rewson once given atands for
all time wnd suves future questioniug.

“Mother, can T go down Harrow's
Lane for daisies this morning?”

g

“Whyt”

“Hecause I say 50.™

Result—the eaper questioner anubhed
and sullen:; the mother master of the
situation for the time being. But to-
morrow and next day apain comes the
same eager question, with the same re-
ault, until fnrther requeats are angrily
farbidden.

Tf. on the contrary, the mother had
quietly given a good reason for the re-
fusal, there would have been mo fur-
ther trouble or loss of dignity. If she
had =aid, for instanee. “No, the grass is
high and vou will get your feet wet.”
.or, “I do not wish you 4o go hecause
there is 8 case of searlet fever down
there” or, “Farmer Harrow’s fieree hull
in loose.” the whole question would have
been settled in 1 moment.

If patents consider it beneath their
dignity as parenis to anawer an erge-
“whyt? when they give a ecommand.
they can save the aituation absolutely
by supplementing their command in this
way, with a reason before there is any
chanee for a question,

Only by learning the reasons of their
elders can the juniors form any possible
juldgment of their own. Yet parents
will keep their children in an utter state
of unentightenment as to proper molives
for any special line af action. exacting
onlr a blind ebedience; and later these
same parenta will feel themselves hardly
done by if their children, when thrown
upon their own rescurces, become in-
volved in a serious entanglement. But
what else is to be expectad from such a
system?

The next item of repression which is
most pernicious in ita results is the
repression of expression of thought.
Through this baleful influesce murny
men and women have fajled utterly to
flud tueir proper niche. the position .n
life which would bring out the best that
is in them, uatil it was almost too late
tn be of service to themselves or others.
While. for instance. the world is not
suffering from a dearth of authors, and
could. perhaps. readily =pare some toil-
ing in thke yanks, it is neverthelesa a
fact that there are many who have “died
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with all their munic in them.” by reason
of the uncongenial atmosphere by which
they were surrounded. Other and lup-
pier circumastances, encouragement to
fortu habits of expression, atiempia fo
reach  the innermoest thowght  as
Fet  almost  unfortmed and  tangible,
nmight  have given  ta  the world
mightier minds than any we have
Yet seen. It in contended that it
tlhere be anything in & man, it is Wound
to come out. Yes, as a plant will_ per-
haps, foree ita way between the ereviee
of & rock. Rut who is a0 fonlish as to
say that the pale, delicate, green shoat
which has struggled aguinst all kinds of
adverse circumstances and has  finally
triumphed, through sheer torce of will
and an indomitable sense of latent
power, can in any way compare with the
plant it would have become, had it been
properly trained and matured and en-
couraged from ita birth?

To hear the sacred secrets of her
child’s inner aoul i1, or should be, &
mather’s dearest privilege; but it is one,
alas, which is not prized aw it shoull
It is her province to hear the plans nnd
ambitions which stir the heart of prow.
ing youth tu guide, advise, to wourn
with, to rejoice, The wmbitions will seem
childish, th¢ hopes vanin, [t is not for
her to judge, but to wait. Each woman
thinks her children swans, but many of
them are but ducklings, and some of
them “ugly ducklings™ at that. Fven
for the last there is a snving gruce in
the true, pure, mother love which en-
courages confidence rather thun re.
presses it. The doetrine inculrated by
“ile” s fur better than that put forth
by “don’t,” It has been tne fate of

many parents Lo be disappointed in the
vuteome of their chililren’s career. But
for this dicappuintment wha is cheitdy
to blaine? They were self-deerived,
glunour of their own desires shone over
all the future, and without striving te
find out exivtly for what the chililrer
were fitted, the older predestined the
Youmger to d wertaift course in life.  The
result has been the world's loss without
anyone's gain. Many woman has made
a poor minister who woull have made
an excellent blacksinith and whe would
ave gladly fallowed the lutter calling.
Muany a wiman hix heconn w thinl-rate
singer who would huve bevn a livst-eate
dressmaker. Many a woman has been
obliged to ativk to her needle when ahe
might have Toused the waorld as an ae-
tress. Many a mun bas followed the
ploagh when be shonld have been an
urator. Suppose it really comes to pass
vin dime™Y What can repuy the gne
sireessful 20 Lite  in life for all the
EWeetess mjssed Y 1t ix 0 redeen
the Fears spent in vrumping, uncongenial
veenpationt  What s there for the par
ents to do then but ta acknowledwre sul-
Iy that they have made n bLitter mis-
tuker  Anwd what goml will tlat
wlter the mischicf i doner

But the bitterest, the most ernel, of all
forma ol pepression is that exerciad
failure to encowrage exprosstan of alfec
tion, oot anly hetwosie parents and child,
bt wmong  the  children  themselves,
There is momething in the natire of every
infunt which appenls for svmpathy and
atlection. (e of his first eonseious sets
is to reach up hia ting hand aned pat soft-
v the cheek of the face bending over
hin, be it that of nurse or of mother. 1f
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