
Music and Drama.

An Auckland musician has received
tvord from Mdllc. Dolores that she is

enjoying a rest in Pari- just now, and

that she .-.ill re-open in Austria next

ir.oni h-

Mis.- Nellie stewart has endowed a eot

in perpetuity at th" Melbourne Children’s

Hospital, at a cost of £5OO. It will be

known as the "Sweet Nell” eot.

Mi. George .Musgrove’s "Belle of New

York" company inaugurated its twelfth
tour of the suburban theatres last

month al the King’s Hammersmith.

Fulh-r’s intend to produce a panto-
mime iu Christ church al Christmas, "Rob-

inson Crusoe.” It will be the facsimile
of that staged in Sydney two years ago,
and nx ill be tinder the management of

.Mr. Walter Rivers.

Frank Crossley, who is a member of
the Daniel Frawley Company, at present
in Auckland, is a cousin of Miss Ada
< ro.ssley. the famous Australian songs-
tress.

Miss Ada Fcrrar and Miss Lilian

Wheeler—the former an Australian fav-
ourite, the latter an Australian native—-

arc both members of Miss Marie Tem-
pest's company, which after a tour

through the English provinces will visit

America.

Truly a magnificent burnt offering on

the altar of Justice took place at Ports-

mouth a week or two ago, when the High
Priest, or. in other words, the Resident
of the Musical Copyright Association tor

the Suppression of Piracies, committed to

the flames no fewer than 12,000 copies of

surrendered pirated music.

The ‘ sherlock Holmes” C ompany, af-

ter a season of live weeks in Western

Australia, which will include the gold-
fields. return to Melbourne to produce
the "Admirable Crichton” and “The

Light That Failed.” These plays may
possibly come to New Zealand.

Mr. I’iueio’- new play ” I Atty,” which
Mr. Charles Frohman produced at the

Duke of York’- Theatre about Septem-
ber 28, is a drama in four acts and an

epilogue. Mr. Dion Boucicault will pro-
duce th< play for Mr. Frohman, and

the cast will include Miss Irene Van-

brugh, Miss Nancy Price, Mr. Dion Bouci-

cault, and Mr. 11, B. Irving. •

Mr. (has. Chambers, of Auckland, who

has been touring Australia as manager
tor the Westminster Abbey Glee singers,
will shortly be back in Auckland. He
has had a really excellent and most in-
c-ting time, and besides business manage-
ment*. found time to “go on” with the

glee singers, taking, of course, the bass
part, iu which hi- fine voice aroused duo

appreciation. Mr. Chambers lias, one

hears, learned and memorised some twen-

ty-five new part songs since he left New-

Zealand, which is not a bad record, com-

bined with other work.

It was not the male quartette, nor the
adult soloists, but the boys’ quintette
and the solos of little Leonard Hubbard,
that Sydney rushed to hear, says an ex-

change about the Westminster Glee sing-
ers. who are due in Auckland on October
20. It was the novelty of the boys’ sing-
ing, its vibrant pureness, smooth fluence,
firm attaek, clear enunciation, and abso-
lute nicety of expression that caused Mr.
Edward Branscombe to coin money in
Sydney. Australia has heard no notable
bov singer since Cvril Tyler was here in

1894.

The Daniel Frawley Company were to

have opened at His Majesty's Theatre,
Auckland, on Monday evening. The Syd-
ney packet was, however, late iu leaving
New South Wales, and met, moreover,
with heavy weather, and consequently
did not arrive in time for the initial per-
formance as advertised. Unless some-

thing unforeseen occurred, the season

should have commenced last evening, af-

ter this paper went to press. From the

length of its run in both England and

America, there should lie something far

above the average in “Arizona,” and the

company certainly come with strong
enough recommendations io whet expec-
tation to a very keen edge. One notices

from the advertised cast that the players
are named on the programme in the or-

der in which they make their appearance
on the stage. This is a most obvious and
sensible improvement on the old fash-

ioned method, and deserves both the

gratitude and commendation of theatre-
goers.

The amazing industry with which Miss
M illiamson adapts plays from more or

less well-known novels for the use of the

Woods-Williamson organisation, at pre-
sent touring New Zealand, arouses a dis-

tinct admiration for her industry. But
on the broad grounds principle, the pro-
cedure is open to very serious objec-
tion. Of course Miss Williamson may
possibly have some confidential under-
standing with Mr. Hall Caine, Miss Marie
Corelli, and Mr. Marion (Yawford, but
from the arrangements which two at

least of these authors have made in other

quarters, one wonders exactly what
these terms are. Hall Caine is a gentle-
man who lakes himself particularly
seriously, and is perhaps only excelled
in this respect by the author of Barr-abas.
What terms, then, did these authors

make with the lady for her certainly re-

markable, and perhaps even clever.
It comes, indeed, to this. Has an

author any protection? Let us

leave Miss Williamson’s productions
out of the question, but may any Tom.
Diek, Harry, or Anna Maria"of the pro
fession take any published novel and

adapt it into an alleged play. If so.
the sooner legislation steps in the bet-
ter. Ihe wrong to authors is outrage-
on*. Their finest ideas may be stolen,
mutilated, and ruined, their "finest efforts
vulgarised beyond redemption, or made

ridiculous. The position is, indeed, in-
tolerable. and the public should have the
assurance that the author has seen and

approved the adaption of any work of
his to the stage before they" are asked
or consent to patronise the same.

A valued correspondent from the
Ihames writes:—The annual musical re-
cital was given by Mrs Swindley’s
pupils at Thames on October sth in the
Oddfellows’ Hall. The pupils -hewed
a marked improvement since last year,
their playing in most cases being a re-

velation to the very appreciative audi-
ence. Mozart. Mendelssohn, Beethoven,
Chaminade. Chopin, Wollenhaupt :ind

Syharwanka were expressively express-
ed. Mrs Swindley’s “Ballade,” by
Chopin, and his "Twelfth Nocturne’’ en-

tranced the audience. Miss Lawlor
sang "I’ve Been Roaming,” by Horn,
and Helmund’s “The Daily Question,”
and Mr J. Swindles- I’in-uiti's "Bedouin’s
Love Song,” and "My Old Dutch.”

Most Melbourne playgoers not in

their teens will remember Mr. John Eil-

lington. who was for so many years as-

sociated with Mr. J. L. Toole,' and ac-

companied him on his Australian tour.
Mr. Billington’s acting, without being
brilliant, was distinguished by great
eare and finish. Since the retirement of

his old confrere and protector, Mr. Bil-

lington has fallen on evil days, and a

monster matinee is being organised in
London, under exalted patronage, to as-

sist him and his wife. Mrs. Billington's
best parts were in “Pygmalion and Gala-
tea” and “Mrs. Malaprop.”

It is a pity the willing and good-natured
little cast who acted “Engaged” in Auck-

land for the benefit of the Veterans Home
Bazaar were not better advised in the
choice of a play. As is usual where ama-
teurs are concerned, the dialect parts
brought trouble in their train, and then
again "Engaged,” like most of Gilbert’s

plays, requires extreme finish to make
it bright enough for modern audiences.
Though several did well, the performance
undoubtedly dragged, and it is doubtful
if many there present would very strong-
ly recommend a visit to the play if re-

produced. This is somewhat of a pitv,
as a Bright play, within their capabili-
ties, and smartly played, could probably
have drawn good money for the Bazaar
in several Auckland suburbs. Under the

circumstances, however, it was wise to
drop the proposal for a second perform-
ance in Parnell. It could scarcely have
hoped for more reasons than one to have

proved very remunerative.

A direct appeal to the sympathies and

support of playgoers is seldom made in
these columns. The “puff preliminary”
is usually best left to the advance agent,
whose natural enthusiasm for his own
show soon betrays him into some sort
of extravagance, and the publie, seeing
thereby from whom the praise comes,

are able to season the eulogiums with a

suitable amount of salt to prevent indi-

gestion and subsequent disappointment.
But with the Shakespearian Company
which Mi’ Musgrove is sending over to

Auckland and Wellington to play “Mid-
summer Night’s Dream.” “As You Like

It.” “Twelfth Night.” and possibly other

plays, the matter is different. In the

first place, there is no question that

nothing approaching the staging of these

plays has ever been seen in the colonies.

From rival managers, from some of the

foremost members of the profession, and

from the least emotional of the critics,
the writer hereof has had independent
testimony oy the most convincing order.

Bland Holt, who should assuredly know
something of stage craft, and the build-
ing up of stage effects, admits frankly
that he was absolutely astounded at the

stage craft in “The Midsummer Night’s
Dream.” It is, after all, not astonish-
ing such should be the case, for the per-
formance is not a similar one, but the

absolute production which for upwards
of a season held London spellbound, and
was pronounced the most beautiful set
of Shakespearian pictures ever put on

any stage. But the triumph of scenic

artists, and stage mechanists and lime-
light men, worthy enough in their way,
and wonderful as are their results,
would perhaps i.ot justify specially
set down desire that Mr Musgrove
should find his Shakespearian venture a

very signal success. It is because it is

good for us to have Shakespeare really
well done—done at its very best—that
one hopes the Musgrove treasury may
overflow. The education of public taste
is no small matter. Surely it is not

possible that even the most empty and

thoughtless should fail to see the beauty,
the humour and wit of the “Dream,”
and “As You Like It.” or should fail to

l-augli consnmedly over that Shake-

spearian farce. “Twelfth Night.” And

with an appreciation of high humour
will come a growing distaste for the vul-

garity which relies for its laugh on feeble
farcical comedy dialogue, of which we

have had so much, the generous display
of ankle by a female imjiersonator or so,

or animal duets, where semi-suggest ion
and absolute vulgarity are pushed to

extraordinary limits to provoke a sense-

less eachinnation. The Grand Opera
Company, which played “Tannhauser.”
“Lohengrin,” “Faust,” etc., ete., to over-

flow ing audiences at large prices, show-

ed that we New Zealanders, or a large
proportion of us, prefer the good to the
bad in music, and it is to be hoped we

shall prove the same with regard to the
legitimate when the Shakespearian sea-

son opens at Auckland on October 28th.
The Hastings Operatic Society must

be congratulated upon the successful

representation of “Les Cloches de Corne-

ville,” given at the Princess Theatre,
Hastings, hist week, writes our Napier
correspondent under date October 9th.
On the first night Lady Russell. Lady
Constance Knox, Sir William Russell,
ami Lord Northland were present. The

piece was well staged and splendidly
acted. Miss JJaekmau was charming as

■Serpolette. Miss Hall, as Germaine,
played with spirit, and sang sweetly the
solos which fell to her share. Mr W.
R. Morgan, as the Marquis, sang de-

light fully, and Mr W. Vickers did well
as Baillie. Too much cannot be said in
praise of Mr 11. Webber as Gobo. Air
V. R. Roach, as the Miser, was both
musically and dramatically a success.

The Lieutenant (Mr L. FailI. and Mr A.
L. Ryan, as the Fisher Lad. were both
extremely good.

p£JS y£AJESTYB rpiIEATEE.
Lessee Mr C. R. Caller
Repre—ntaiire for MR J. C. WILLIAM-

SON CERT ROYLE.

EVERY EVENING,
t’lider ttir Direction of

MR J C. WILLIAMSON.

First Appearance in New Zealand of

MR KAMEL FRAWLEY
And bis

Sl‘l:< IAIJ.Y SELECTED COMPANY
of STAR PLAYERS.

Including

MISS MARY VAN BUREN.

1 RIZONA.

Angnslus Thomas’ Greatest Play, now in
its

FOURTH YEAR IN AMERICA
And

SECOND YEAR IN ENGLAND.

THURSDAY’ AND FRIDAY,

OCT. 15th. OCT. 16th.

JJARBARA piiEITCHIE.
A Powerful Drama of the American War,

by Clyde Fitch.
Box Blau now open at Wildman. Lyell,

and Arey’s.
Dav Saie Tickets for Stalls and Gallery

al Williamson’s Tobacco Store and the

Toreador Floral Depot, HAL Arcade.
PRICES—D.C. and R.S.. 5, ; Stalls 3/;

Gallery 1/.
Early Door to Gallery and Stalls, 6d ex-

B
STUDY
” THE

’CUT
Just what you'd like,
Untit? It is well..
within your reach.

Well-cut Outdoor Skirt, made cf AH-Woo*
cnic . in black andall shades, or Plain and

Faucy Lustre inBlack only ; linedthiouzh-
out, andbound withbraid. vever rexnexabermeh an offer YOU

“this? A FIRST-CLASS WALKING
SKIRT for Take advantage
of thi5....... Special Offer.

There is no ’•

Anyday
’’

cr “ Anvwhere
”

Barg tin? about BRADSTREET'S
it. It is

oneOf GENUINE BARGAINS,

j. a. Bradstreet, «w™,.

W. P. HOFFMANN, Auckland.
Pianos and Organs on Time Payment.

FOLE AGENT FOR g Violin,
Brinsmead Pianos

Banjos
Collard &. Collard Guitars,

Pianos I|| Accordions,
Carl Ecke Pianos LZ— Concertinas-

Rosener Pianos H ic” *c-

STORY & CLARK ||| 2; T—- WSS f'ttings.

ORGANS. ■K
f

TF j IWBH
SB ® I hinds ofMusical

y ~M[ragWniM and Repaired
BAND INSTRUMENTS.

Call sr.d invpe:t the D

Hojal Plane flayer. GREAT VARIETY
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