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he Pualwhiag af Childrem '

A correspondent from Invercargill
way has just dropped across a copy of
the “Graphic,” perhaps a month old,
in which I was animadverting in red-
hot mouvd on a came of grosa cruelty
to children, where the defence was that
the child was naughty and that the
alleged cruelty wus merely parental. or
ratber sisterly, correction, perhaps ra-
ther rigorously sdministered. Ay cor-
reapondent writes: “In the case you
menticn you are unquestionably right,
and no condemnation could be too
gevere for such eallova brutality, but
all the same some harm unquestionably
results from: the uwitra-sentimential and
pather morbid manner -in which any
punishment of childrea is new viewed.”
He is, he states, a pgenuine lover of
children, but believes that the modern
systems of codling i3 a mistake. “We
were all of us®  he says, “spanied,
caned, or perhaps birched, and it cer-
tzinly did no harm, and probably the
gouod eflects were at the time consider-
able, The whole problem of children’s
punishmenta is thus rmaised, and much
as it would interest me to launch out
into a detailed discuesion thereof, that
is impossible in the space an article in
these columns should legitimately oc-
cupy. All one can do is to mention one
or two of the most interesting and
much debated points—corporal punish-
ment, for instapnce. There is an un-
doubted reaction agninst corporal pun-
jahment nowadays, a reaction which is
probably carried to extremes in some
instances, for, as a writer in a Tecent
number of the “Fortnightly Review ™
remarked: “YWhen in the battle of will
or obedience with children you have
eliminated corporal punishment from
your weapons, you have kept nothing
for your final contlict, and have allowed
any resolute young oppunent to ses
that his or her uitimate victory is &
foregone conclusion” This is ungues-
tionably true. and the acnience contains
& word on which the whole crux of the
matter lies. That word is the word
“fnal”  Corporal punishment must be,
to be effective, the last resort, The
practice of giving & slap or a small
spanking for every trivial fault, or for
every small outburst of temper, in bad
both for the executioner and the yietim.
The effect is as ephemeral as the ting-
ling, aad iamilinrity breeds eontempt,
not merely for the punishment, but for
the laws and commands for the disre-
gard (_)l’ which it iy administered. When
whipping is resorted te it ashould ba
final apd ecnclusive, and while without
undue severity, such as will he remem=
bered once snd for ail, Wherefors it
ml}st be obvions thn!: for very young
children eorperw]l ponishment is out of
the question, apd further, that it jg
utterly useless save in the very Fravest
cases of wilful untruth or getiberate
and continued disobedience. What,
then, is one to do for minor cases?
Echo answers the perplexed and per-
turbed paremt Whatt For infants, for
cxemple, what is to be done? If a dark
cupboard terrifies enovugh to be a pun-
1sh|n_ent at all, it is absolutely eriminai,
and if the child s nmot imaginative and
frightened of the dark, the so-called
furrective becomes a matter of jnstant
Boorn.  To deprive, or to attempt a
diet of dry bread is- bound te end in
fuilure with a child of Bpirit, for it pra.
bably will atarve itaelf til] it goes to
bed hungry, and thus Fon - drive mp
Bpainst one of the laws of bealtl,
Beolling or Iecturing may have its efect
with some. but it is hopeless with the
wajority. "Call them by what grand
name yon will,” says Edward Cooper,
In this connection; “it makes no Aiffer
ence. The grend nmame doea mot at all
.h_npress the child, who for mmr EERtTE~
tions has called them ‘sermons,’ “pi-jaw,”
‘ragyings. and so on, and loathes ihem
29 less, and lletens to them ne more,
under their new title. Brevity is the
Boul of pupishment. Beoldings and

. handsomely defeat their preat

moral lessons will avail very little;
they will be received either with polite
silence and resignation, or with the
stern rebuke once odmivistered by a
seven-year-old gentiernan whose morn-
ing ride had to be delayed by u lecture
on the impropriety of keeping dead crabs
in all his trouser pockels: “They were
alive when I put them in. Yun are
wasting a gweat deal of my pwecicus
time.” As the writer in the “Fort-
nightly Review” says:—The eouclu-
sion of the whole matter ia, I suppose,
that punishment ix ouly a valuable part
of the education of children when wield-
ed by a perfectiy just guardiun who is
prepared to go all lengths in using it.
If the child's nuughtiness has no limits,
and your punishments bave, & swall
sinner will realise 1lisa faci yuite ns
soon a= the jwlge; anid. having reached
your limity, will proceed te enjox him-
seli. There will alwayvs indeed rest o
cettuin doulit as te the power of the
Deity to “gn one better.” *“lf God
wanted me to be good, and I wouldn't
be good, which would win is au eter-
nal nursery problem. But the ecarthly
guardian’s reiribution will soon become
contemptibde. It counta dor little
enough, I suppose, in any case, Love
and patiemce are the last seeret of
child management, the innermost writ-
ing in the iunermost adytum of nursery
life—love, which can force = response
at last from the chilliest little soul;
humbie patience wlich knows how (o
wait for the harvest

+* + &
Cur Half-Absorbedness,

The almost absolutle indifference mnd
lack of interest which the vast majority
of New Zealanders feel with regard to
Australia and all that conceras her is
really rather exirsordinary. ¥or the
aflairs and troubles of the parent coun-
try we have some smalt attenticu, but
for the comcerns of our big Dbrother,
Australia, we do not troulle to pos-
gess anght but the most vague and
gencral infoﬁnntiun, or to pretend to

the slightest show of ecnsideration,

True, if any af the States
wish a lesson in  foothall, we
are willing to show, a3 what

youngster is not, that the vounger son
13 the better and the clever man!
Granted, mlso, that we are roused to
euthusiasm by the possession of a mare
who can go ever to Australia and twice
racing
champion of the same sex. But when
this i8 done, we tno have done with
Austratia. Truth to tell, we look upon
the great Comumonwealth with sume
contempt, goed-natured, but sincere
and heurty. The big Lrother is to our
mind so infinitely inferior, He has no
“vril,” as Lytton called it—no push (te
our idea); he does not, as we do, de-
vise experimentu! legislation for the
edification or amusement of the Na-
tiors: and above all, perhups, he has
net produced a King Richard Seddon to
boomn Ymperialism, to teach Chawber-
lain a lesson, and to rnle the huge ter-
riteTy with & rod of iron. Wherefore,
we have never paid much regard to Aua-
tralin—have never taken her Very seri-
ously.  Wherefore should we—the
world’s eye is on us, not on Austrolia We
are certain, and we don't want to know
about anything much except about our-
selves, snd how rich we are, and Liow
wise, and how much we are admireet,
and how this or that scramhle for the
spoils will go. A fiey for Australia; the
elder brother is a very worthy person
in his way, but dull, 8o very dull, and,
48 I have hinted, are not the affairs of
any Little Peddlington of far greater
eoncern to fimel! then the most momen-
tous boappenings in the world beyond?
Littls Peddiington wants a pump, wa
want o railway, or & 'Frisco service, or
what not. We are convinced the wurld
waiches, and while afllairs of such ino-

" went hang in ibe bnlance, how ahould

weo bave even & passing thought, aven

the smallest flicker of interest, for any-

ing svacerning Big, sleepr. lumbering
Aunstralis, whese otfer tu join the part-
mernhip we Fo promplly amd properly
declimedd with o charscleristic “Not
moch!”  The sbove reflectioms were
arguwed by the fact that the chaire of
& capital for the Commsonvrealth srcused
just sbout as much comiment and con-
siderably leas imterest, or excltament,
than would & cable tea the cffect that
the Parlinment Honse cut bad been
mafely delivered of & sextette, or what-
ever cat fucnilies are calied, I do not
know. uftar all, that we are called upon
to exhibit any particular concern in
suck a matter. I merely mention it as
an instauce of our indiference to all
that comcerns Austrnlia. And of that
it is certainly typical.

* + +
A Capttal of the Futare.

Huwever, apropos of the foregoing, a
capital has been chosen for the Common-
wealth, and by the will «i the people in
Parliament assembled, the favour has
fallen on Tuut, Well, what's
name? Twwut is certainly  somewhat
unlovely, and assuredly not impressive,
bat after 21l it will serve, and when Tn-
mut has the riches and pepulution of
another London, as it assuredly may
have some day, no one will grumble at
her name. And after all, even in  this
connection, Tumut seews superior fo
several towns and sites which were sug-
pested. Oroange, for instanee, has dis-
agrecable sugaestions of seme day being
sucked dry. and one would dread the
constant and interminable press and
FParliamentary witticisma on this point
when party spirit  er inter-Rtate
jealousies ran high. Yass is impossible.
It is open to street boy inanities and
broad chaff of every sori, and is more
unlovely far than Tumut, which indeed
becomnes beautiful by comparison. Eden-
Bomballa, has ali the objectlons of a
double name. Bomballa has a roundaess
and is B mice mouthful, but Eden-
Bomballa recalls the Chuzzlewit -Fden
and suggests sinister comparisions and
refutations as to not being “all built vet.”
And so on through the yarlous names.
Tumut is perhaps as good as any ia the
list of subanitted sites. It wow= choaen ap-
parently as Uardinnl Rartc was chosen
Pape, bectuse the supportera of either
of the two favourites (if one wmay a0
call them) would rather voie for n thivd
party than give the victory £fo their
specinl rival. The report of the dele-
gates was  Lighly favourable to Tu-
mut, which is, by the way., 310 miles
frem Sydney, and some 70 tore from
Aelbourne. It has at present soma
14,000 inhabitants, and is the cenire of
a very thriving and enormously fertile
region eapable of supplyving the largeat
of cities with fond-stuff, winea, ete. At
prasent the railway dees net commect,
but it ia within the trifling distance of
21 miles, a mere bapatelle. So now, the
site having been secured, all that is left
tn do i3 lo bLuild the capital, the only
difficuity in the way being the small
matter of ways and means. Fo far ad
building geoes the following tahle will
give an idea of what is infended—the
years in the far eolumn being the esti-
mated time for the erection of the build-
ings—

in a

Hongen of Parllament -
Governor-Beneral's Residence
Post Office - .. ..
Cuatom House .. .. .
Becretoriat .- .
Military Academy
Paurrasks . o
Commandant’s Residen
Are=rnal and Factory ..

Treasury .. ..
Courta of Justice .-
w Offleen, Foderal .
Recorin Honase, &, .
National Hall. wilh Art Gal-
lery and Librory . . o008 e 10
Minnr TpACrtments, a.g.,
Finance and Trada .
Fisheriss . .

lealth.. P . 800 3,
Btatistirs L. . .
Patent. and Capyright,

Audit, &r.

Premier's OfMcial Reaidenca 10.080 1
Minintar for War .- - T600 1
TaceaeNTEr . - " 1.500 1
Altornes-(leneral - . T.080 1
Laying-eut City. &a, .. .

£3117,500
Al thingd™ considered, it is & modeat
programme. but it ts safa to prophecy it
will not ba earried out for four times
that amount. Now jf'—but that is an-
other atory after all—and ihls arliclo i3
already too long.

A Fallen [da] oFf Fiaanos.

A year or two agu Mr Pierpuat Mar
#an, the millionaire tinancier of the Unit-
ed Ntates, was regarded by his country-
men almost aa & god, and vverfone was
eoger for & ahare of Lis aveurs. Now
Toined shareholders ix his gremt ergwai-
sutions, regarding him as fhe emuose af
their mi-eries, are threatening to take
his life. The depreciation of the valuen
of the wock of these great truata kas
been encrmous. Im the Tnited States

Bteel Corpomtivn the decline has been
80 less than &£ 30,0000 for the twelve
months. TlLere is a loug list of emaller
trusts whidh huve gone into liquidatian.
Et was feared not lonp since that the
wammiouth {rusts were going to rule the
world.  Tegislation against them was
tniroduced into Congress, and some of it
became Lrw. The High Uourt of the
United States also struck a Leavs bluw
at trusts when &t declared it illegal far
a person who had acquired large inter-
ects In aeveral companies to use his vot-
ing power te compel amalgamutions.
The promoter haw virtually fo acqnire
the wheie ni them before he exn amal-
putuate. But apart from these {hinga
the peneral laws of finanee and com-
meree have apreated to define the limits
al which mnalgamation of bu-inesses ia
poasible on A basgis  of  profit-muking.
When the great ail trusts were fownded
in Aweriea 1he cost of production was
enarmously reduved. Instead of each
well having its separate pipes all the
prodnee of muny wells was Lrought Ly
gravitution to the seabonrd in one grent
pipe, nid in this and oflier ways amal-
gamation reduced cost. Tt was thousht
that the same thing could be definitely
repeated, and that the higger each husi-
nes was made the less woull be the pro-
portionate cost, owing to saviags in
management and ceonomy of large pro-
cesses. Bul experience has proved tlnk
& preat deal of what is gained in saving
expense of oversight is lost in efficieney.
The master’s eye is needed, and huge
concerns get hesond the power of any
mura's abilily tn oversee. The promo-
ters— where they were lhonest — hoped
thut the high prices they gave for indi-
vidual concerns— far above their value—
would, be compensated for by ecorves-
ronding ecconomies both in management
and production.  The hope has been dis-
appointed.  Tven in prosperous times
the returns from the eapital invested
in these great trustz has only averaged
zbout 1% per cent., and a gregt many
have utterly fuiled. The day of the
great world trost which ia to buy wp the
rlohe and manage it on American prin-
viples is atill distunt.

+ L] +
A Church Matter.

Bishop Julina is neted for his uncon-
ventionality. Om mnre than one ocem-
sion he has cnused a lifting of the eye-
Lrows soty church peeple and follow-
ers of other vreeds, but his latest act in
appointing an archdeacon for a definidr
period of six years, instead of for life,
& aystem whicla hitherto has been part
and pareel, as it were. of the Anglican
creed, will 21l gs a bomb-ahell in ortha-
dax circles. Surprise i3 & mild tern for
the feeling excited by the snnounce-
ment of this innovation in the diocese
of the Hishop of Christehmreh. It really
marks an itipertant epoch in the affaira
of the Church of the Province of New
Zealand commoniy kaown as the Church
of England. It speaks well for the fu-
ture of that Church when it has leaders
who realixe that fresh circumstaoees
need fresh methods, nnd in dealing with
such ijustunces have the courage to
break customns of such macient wsape
that some pecple have eoie to regard
them na tavwn, and arcept them with the
same finalily. Bishop dJulius has in-
forvied & newspaper representutive that
the new departure has  heen  decided
upon in order to prevent Lhe possibility
of the position of arcldeacon being weld
by any person wlo from age or other
causen might be rendered incompetent
after the lapsec of yenrs to properly dis-
charge the attenlant duties. It im aleo
Intended to prepara the way for “con-
eiderable changes which mra likely to
take pluce in divcesan adininistration in
the Tuture.” and the fnnevation appears
ta Lave the wpprovil of the rest of the
bishopa, Wt foi the foet that this new
depnringe t« T oy 7y e further



