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Why Mot iLady Gruoms?

ALL ABOUT SUOCIETY LATEST IDEA.

A well-known riding master with
‘whom the writer was speaking the other
dzy told him that the fashion of lady
groomsa was started last year by an
American lady who brought over with
her # number of women grooms, and that
it has quite eaught on this season.

The idea is suck a recent onme that it
has not 5et become the custom for ludies
“to engage these attendants permanently,
‘though it is not unlikely that this will
foltow; but the daughters of a ridinyg-
master, if they are smart, well-set girls,
‘wiac¢ ¢al manage a horse, and are equal
to an emergency, are oiten asked to ac
company & lady on her rides. receiving
very good remuneration for their ser-
vices.

TLere are several reasons why women
should be glad to dispense with the man-
groun except on oceasions of special
cetemnany. He in no way adds to the
pleasure of the ride, and even upper
class people sometimes feel it a nuisance
to he coulinually under the eye of these
sclemn. sphinx-like individuass who are
a perpetnal reminder that they must al-
most ke on their best behaviour. Wit
a woman attendant it is different. If
she is a skilled rider she cau make her-
self as wseful as a man.

Becides the want of somevne fo falk
‘to—a truly feminine eraving—a lady
groom would be invaluable :n the cose
of sudden illmess. On hot days, when
: has been exerting oneself too muetk.

iz always the pussibility of an at-
tak of fainines-. anl if suel should oe-
eri. who so helpless as a man at the
-eritieal moment?

A woman conld alse carry in her g

swelling-salts.  eau-de-Cologme. needles,
and thread, for use in case of a torn
skirt, amd many other trifle< which a

lady would not care to be troubled with,

It the idea develops. it will provide a
new opeuing for women, especia.iy for a
clazz which finds far too few avenues
for cwmployment at present.

There are many gzirls brovght up in
the country who ars thorougniv aceom-
plished Fersewomen, the daughters of
farmers awd small landowners wiso, ow-
ing to the present agricultwral stagna-
tior, are obliged te earn their owa liv-
‘ing.  Many of these Leconle governess®s,
but the pay iz most unremunerative,
ap:dl the employment nmeercain. unless
they are able to | examinations
and show a goolly array of certificates.

The ecrdinarr companion iz if any-
thjog, in a  worse position. and her
ecuntry iraining. her ability to ride and
drive, i1z zellom of any advantage to
her. If. Lowever, thiz could be turned
‘to aceount in the way she
would be able to earn a great deal more
meney. and, what is of quite as much
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impottance, she would feel that it was
Aot everyune who could take ner place.

It goes without saying that the lady-
grocm would not be called upon to at-
tend 1o the horses in any way. She
would. if necessary, teach her employer
to ride, aid her to mount angd dalsmount,
accompany her to render assistamce in
case of the horse turning restive, or of
an azeident occurring.
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When She 13 an 0ld Maid.

That imaginary line which is supposel
to mark the division between girlhood
and the “old maid” ix being set farther
and farther back, until there have arisen
grave doubts if it will nut disappear en-

tirely. Omnce 23 was the limit to girl-
hood.  After that she was either 2 ma-

tron or an old maid, Now it is 30, And
it means littie or nothing.

Once it was supposed to mwean that,
being passed, it beeame a bar to matri-
mony. No novelist chose a heroine over
25. Of course he inteinded 1o mavry his
heroine to his hero. and marriage after
25 om the woman’s part was something
to be avoided as something which dil
not find a counterpart in real life.

It will be observed that amonyg the
fiction heroines of the present day will
Be found a number who have gone to
the thirty.year limit. It was recognised
long ago that a woman did not la<e ler
attractions because =he had gzone over
this i winary line, Imt the setting back
of the line waited long after the recogni-
tien,

Balzae has laid down the theory that
a woman at thirty is at her most fas-
cinating age, She probably will not have
so long a train of admirers. She may
have fewer partners at a ball. Onee in
a while a young man may make her feel
like a grandmother hy coming to her for
advice in his own love atfairs.

The setting back of the imaginary line
has followed the practice of late mar-
riage. If a young man married at the
age of 21 and a young woman at the age
of 15, then rthe young woman of 23
would have been waiting seven years;
and probably it would be justifiable to
eousider that she would not aecept a
hushnd.

Pt when marriage is the last thing of
which = girl of 15 and a youngz man of
21 ave thinking. and when 80 an the part
of the man and 23 for the women s
closer to the average age at which matri-
monay is undertaken. then neecssarily the
age limit goes back. It shomid hr set
back =till further, to 33, if it should be
conszidered as existing at all.

Tle woung and inexperienced girl ia
net the attraction of the hour it is
claimed by experts in these matters, She
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waita until she renches a more mature
amnd more experienced nze, and mean-
while the centre of the atage ia hell by
her older sizter. Jn fact, the older sister
is sonetimes credited with a feeling of
pity for the vounyg pirl who comes into
the world in muslin and blue ribhon=
with so much to learn,

One of these older sisters expres+es
this pity as follows:

=0One thing [ am thankful for. and that
is that T am no longer a brezd and but-
ter miss,

“There is no period of her existenes, [
think. wherein womuin appears to less
advantage. It is almost impossible for
a girl of 18 not to be con=cions and she
has 5o little knowledge of the world that
she is unable te hide her awkwardness.

“It is amusing, éven pathetic. to see
the efforts of the poor thing to appear
natural and at her eaze and to =ay her
little zay without betraying that she
has prepared it beforehand.*
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The “ Smart Set’s ™ Latest Craze,

THE “EYE-GLARSY GlRL

The single eve-gl

33 is no longer the
sign of the Fnglishwan of fashion. fur
the belles of New York and Chic
Society lave claimed it for their own
It is the latest eraze of the Anerican
smart girl. and it has “eaught on” At
all the represeCtative New York jewel-

lers monocles nre now an
sale, varying in price from
£20 to  about eight  <hillings  twao

(Y3

doblars). The plarses are selling well,
am] the purchasers are women—prinei
pakly vouy ol faxhion, whise
fads and fancies afe s eocentrie as ey

Wonnen

are short-lived.

Givherally speaking, the eumocle s
ot xtieck in hee eve, bat i~ leld there
by a dainty Jittle handle. doingy away

with  th nnaping Iy vontraction of
el 1y stxles have a ddelicate
finde handbe of 1l hlatiditel with
jenels, and Thbes LDy jewels sot
in the rine which frames the rlasa

The round glis which van  stick in
the eve and hold there by convracting
the museles is the monoeele favenred by
seme wWomen. Ttur v takes a daring
Wonan te use it. Hot only b se it ex-
cites conabillerable artertion, ut becranse
it §= a detriment rather than an aid te
Beauty. The New Yurk Socieiy belle
may look interesting when <he sazes at
i A hreateh her aponocle, hut she does-
n't lovk any the lovelier hecanse she hasg

this oldd litthe wdass fixed in her eve.
Henee the pref-remse for the mamocle
with the handhe, ~“he wi-hes tn ba

inal but not for a minnte dors zhe
<h to ok le=s charming.

" has  always
1= fine hlack
monueles now in

But ihe

cord.
favour with the Awmeriean girl munst e

wirrn with a moneele eham.

There is really an end 1o the v 3
of thesw chains, some of Wlack teak-
woml are extremely lony, <o lonr that
they are tied in a loose knot af the ror-
srge. Then there sre aueh more deli-
eate andd eostly e of amall jewela
framed in rim= of wobl and ala of erva-
tals and jewels.
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