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sceraed to require a little coaxing, and
1here was a fuint squeak in iLhe mach-
incry, that Riley was not at all pleased
to hear.

When they were hald-way up the slope
1he fizure of & man showed durk agaiust
the sky at the top of the hiil. Then it
appeared to descend on the other side,
and vanished out of sight. Riley glane-
cd nervously at Walreyd.  His mind
was full of the storiea he had just
heard.

“Mixht boarl us now, et lhe said.

“Wouldnw't get huri by the car, [
reckon,™

Walroyd smiled. and pulling ont hiz
revolver, slid it back into his pockel.

Riley scemed reassared.

"You were alwayy handy with your
g, Peterson,” he said.

“l only wish I had a chance,” Wal-
royd reptied grimly.

TAL last they reached tho summit, and
the broad panoruma of sea and marsh
lay Dbefore them, The sun had sunk to
a half ball of red fire, and & anist was
riving from fhe earth and sex. Riley
stoppe:l the car on a piecz of level
ground -at the iop. The engines begam
to thrab ond maitle.

“Guess L'l} light the lamps,” he said.
“We slall need them through these
trees, and it ll. be dalk enough before
we are home.”

He deecended from the car, and etruck
st'nmtch' A ateady breeze was blowing
off the 'sea and it eame strongly over
ilhe top of the hill. The mateh went
out. HNiley ewore under his breath, and
Tetreated behind the shelfer of the car.
Walroyd leant forward and opened the
front of the lamps. Neither man saw
a- dusky figure creep out of the woods
anid crowch in the shadews by 1lhe aide
af the wood. -

Then sudidenly something aprang ont

from the darkness, and grasped Riley in
an iren embrace. Wailroyd's hand went
te his pocket and he Ieaned back aver
the seat with the revolver 1n hin hand.
An enormous figure stocd out In the last
glow of the sunset, It was brown from
head to foot, and apparenily covered
with a mars of tawny hair. Walroyd
saw that ii was certainly mot Emrys
Tredegar, Riley’s black figure “l‘erl(-nl
like a stoat in a trap-

-“Bhoot,” he yn]]ed- “Ior God’s uakl!
shoot.”
* “Walroyd levelled lis revolver. .len
he smiled grimly, and placing the wea-
pon on the seat, pulled a lever towards
fim. The car began io move slowly for-
ward. Riley clutehed at it with one
hand, but it- slid from his grasp, Then
he;seveamed like a wounded nnimal,

“The car chot forward over the brow
of the hill. Tweo hundred yuards down
the slope Wajroyd applied the' brakes,
apnd brought it io a dead stop. He look-
ed huck- and saw mnothing.  Then e
heard a long wail of agony.

afr. Then le valeased the brakes, and
1lie machine dropped down the slope like
n falling stone,
B
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,T1IE OLD TREDEGAR LEAD MINE.

AWhen Tredegar dropped off the luy--

gage train as it slowed down into Fre-
thol Junction, the Iast light of day
was glowing ia the western bhotizowm
He had been twenty-fouter hours in the
trek, and had speot half the time in

n siding thicty miles sonth of hia® desti- -

nation, He had no clear conception of
Tow he should act, He was a hunted
man, and eould not openly join any res-
cue party, or give any assistance in the
search for Mavanwy,

Before he left Cardiff he had bought
an “evening paper, and had gathared
from ita columns that the missing girl
had not yet been found, though every
inch of the neighbourhood had been
sooured, and every man within 2 radiua
of ten mjles lad g‘lvcn his services on
her belnlt.

He read also of the death nf Denms
Riley, and how John Walroyd had beon
carried down the hill on a rumaway
ntotor ear, which in his ignorance he
could neither stop mor control, and how
ke had, at risk of looaimp the atecring
wheel, leant aver the back and fired
every barrel of his revelver at ihe muz-
derer. There was a graphic account of
1lhe swilt run down the Lilt in the dark,
and o realistic picture of the man whe
Lnew nothing of nolor cars, atecring
ihe machine through the dusk at the
trate of sixly milea an hour. Eyewit-
meases in Trethol deseribed how he had
shot past themm like an arrow, erying
out to them to go to the top of the il
and save o man from dealh. .

e raisad.
Ina revelver and fired six shofa into the:

CHAPTER XXI. o

But this new horror made
slight impreasion on Tredegara
Mavanwy eccupied ull his thougi
haps at thut very mnoment she was Iving
drad.  Indeed it scareely seeimed possibio
that sbe could be alive after all these
days. He hardly dured io think of how
she might eveutuully be found., For tha
last twelve hours he had been in o living
hell, ond they had left & deeper mark on
his face and character than alt the past
months of suffering and wmisery. 1lis
face was ahlinost bloodless, and the lines
on il were such as might have been
graven on the face of un invatid after
years of Dodily agony. Al through the
long unight lie lind loin on the rattling.
jolting truck, and freed the berfible
thoughta whiuh had erowided round him
in the darkness, like fiends waiting o
tear him in pieces. No siugle rny of
hope lizd pierced the gloom. Yet he had
resolved 1o find Maranwy-—dead or alive
—and hia own safety was hothing tg
him. If she weve dead, he would avenge
her—and avenge her terribly. 'I'ne last
of blead was in his soul, and he swore
that even the inmocent should sutfer, il
Mavanwy were dead.

e crept unobserved from ihe railway
line to the Llynglas woods. Melore he
started he had taken the precaution of
filling ail his pockets with food, and had
even provided himself with o knapsack,
which was stuffed to bursling point with
bread amd cold bacon and cheese. lle
did not know how long it wontd be he-
fore lie could enter a shop and purchase
anything. Bul he had not been sabie
to quench Lis thirst = for Lwenty-four
hours. Ilis mouth and throat were dry
and burning, He made his way straight
to the little wateriull fu the woods, and
Iving down, drank deeply:

_When lhe had patistied his craving, he
ate some bread and cheese, took another
draught of water from the stream, and
sot off through the wonds in the dark-
ness. e had made up his mind to akirt
the open bog, and walk round by the
hilts and wooda to the Plas Tredegar.
There, if anywhere, he expected to find
soma traces of the monster—the howmici-

dal mapiac that he now betieved him to’

be. It was even possible thal he might
get to close quarters with ihis  half
human heast. But first he must find Ma-
vanwy—nlive or dead—and then he conid
deal with the “Cavdiganshire Lerror,” as
1he “Houth Wales Daly - News” lad
termed it.  He almost smiiéd ns ke
ihought of Lhe phyase, It - had been
opplied to himgelf, as the supposml nur-
derer. )

e iook {wo hours to reach the 'I're-
degar woods. The moon was now up,
bui ouly o faint grey . ]:"ht filtered
throngh the leaves Gverhead. ~ It ‘was
difficult to see even ‘the trunka af the
irees, and it took much time and many
fruitless mearches to discover the shaft’
of the old Tredegar mine. Yt waz very.
quiet in the beart of Lthe wood, and his
foutsteps seemed to crash in the selence,
An owl hooted mournfuliy in the dis-
tapce. Dut no other Hve thing seemed
{o be awake. .

At last, after a2 long and tiring search,
Tredegar enme to the fout of the mound,
and retraciog his steps o fow yards, dis-
covered the rempants of the weh. I[lis
Leart samk as e fingered the severed
corda.  “They have evidently. searched
the wood thoroughly,” lie said fo him-
gelf, “and have found mothing—but this.”

He degided, however, to pasa the night
in the wood, and trust to fortuae to re-
ward his pautience. lie [ay down in the

shelter of some undergrowth cluse to {ha

edge of the clearing, 1it his pipe, ond
Iept his cyes fixed on the tall
inound that rase befnre liim in Lhe moun-
light. - -

He watched for an hour n.ml SAW RO~
lhing except the slim bedy of a fux
slinking mcross the shale towards Lua
FPlas Tredegar,
fuint sonmd in the istance, as though
somietling  were noving  stealthily
through the wood, It was mot contimu-
ous, but every tow amd then a kwig
would snap or a stone ratile, or thera
would be ihe swish of hboughs being
brushed aside, The noises camas nearer
and nenver, till at Jast he could judge
the direction from whence they came,

In a few minutes® time a pgiganie Hg-
ure erept on all fours out of tho wood
iuto the moonlipht, and began to scale
the mound, Tredegar's heart atood still,

and every muacle in lis grent body qulv- -

ered. e longed to rush from his hiding
Mace, and gmppk with this loathsome
crcature and tear it limb from limb, He

swillly counted up the number of it=

gray

Then at lust he heard o

unly & victims, Tenr Lad nlready died in 1ta

pgrusp, and he shuddered aa-he thought
that one more might yet be ndided to the
list. Ife cursed the fate that had up 10
then prevented it from attecking him.
Ile alone, of all the men in the district,
could have met it on equal terms, Bud
lnughed ot its ferocious strength. And
an e aaw it creeping up the bank of
slule Lowards the mouth of the shalt
he could hardly keep himnself from fol-
lowing it and forcing it to fight for ita
life.

Ho restrained himseli, however. lhs
businesa was to discover what had hap-
pened te Mavanwy, and not to destroy
this monster till it had given him some
tlue to her fute. He watched it erawl 1o
the top of the mound, for all the world
like some gigantic erab or spider. There
was something uncanpy in this ¢reature
terrorining the whole of & couniy. A
single well nimed alot from n rille or &
gun would have killed it, amb its gigan-
tic strengil would havae availed ii ne-
thing. But it Lad appeared to Lear a
charmed life, or clse fortune had Leen
with it, and its lack of intelligence had
called forlh the pity of the gude. 1n
half a dozen inatances, it ought, in all
human probability, to have been kiiled,
Tut everything had fought on its sile,
and it aiill lived.

Tredeger watched it crawl fo a spet
close to the moulh of ihe shaft and be-
gin to serateh  furiously smong the
stones. Then he eaw it pull out some-
thing and carry it to Lhe top of the
monnd. Then it again stopped ond flung
a few bits of slale down the slope. A
few moments aiterwards it disappeared.

He watched fov five minutes and then
¢rept. catttiously up the bank. When lLe
teached the summit he sew to his sur-
prige that the end of & steel bar was pro-
itruding from the ground, and that a
xope wnR attached to it, and that the
rope treiled over the rdge of the shaft
and disappeared inlo Diackness,

He listened for a minule or iwo, but
heard nothing except the dripdrip of
water down the wrils of the shaft. The
rope lmng slack, and it was evident 1hat
whatever had deseended Ly it had veach.
ed the bottom. He ofered up a silent
prayer of thanks to Heaven. The muz-
derer wa3 in A trap. Tredegar had only
io decide whether to wait till it appear-
ed once mwure above ground, or to follew
it into the bowels of the earth.

‘Ha resolved to follow ik, and swingiog
lhimacH te the edge of ihe ahaft, let
himself dowu. bend over hand till he
veuched {he Dbottom, and stood ankle-

deep in the water. Then he lovked up
anld saw a frint rquare of dark  blue
above Lim, 1ad a Jozen atara glowel
clear and bright in the sky, as though
seen throngh a lunyr telescope. He grope-
ed lis way round the walls till he canig
1o an opening. He remembered jt well,
More than owce in his buyhued be had
Lraved the ghostly terror of the dead
niineva, and had descended with & com-
panion to the first passage ofs the old
workings. They lad never ventureq
very favinto the ming, but e recolleeten
Lhut Lthe eipericnce had been glorious
and unigue, and that those days had Leen
full to the Lrim with the wild adventurey
that they had imagined in such werd
and uaconventicnal surrvundings,

He moved cautiously down the tunarl,
keeping one hand on the slimy wall, and
©1 the nlert. to catch the fuintect rouml,
But tie could hear nothing save the beat.
imy of his own heart and the lighl serups
of his bools on the rock wnder his feet.
Ho Lad a fuil box of wax maicles in his
pecket, but was airuid to strvike one for
fear of discloring his preseuce,

As far as e reisembered, the tunnel
ran for al lexst ilirer hundred yards
without. juining any o1her passames, nnd
he was in no dauger of taking (le wroug
path,

Then came the place where (he great
falt of 1ock lud veenrred in 1473, Ha
hat pever pemetrated beyond that fatal
Bict.

At Jasl Die slruck bis fool against a
pivee of loose rovk Iying on the Moor of
the tunnel, and he krew thal fic had
Tenchert the seene of the disaster. In
few seconds a pile of debris breast-high
lay in bis path, He stopped nnd lit @
mateh. It was hopeless to try and find
hin way any fnriher witlout light.

The feeble yellow flame showed a areat
mass of fallep rock etratching as [
the eve could reach.  The ronf above wus
ten feet higher than in ilke rest of tha
iucnel, and the floor wias taised to with-
in three feet of it. It had taken o lwn-
dred men ten daye to move that top
teyer of rock and find & way inlo the
wmi.mg-; two hundred yards beyeud,
Most. of the viclims had been siarved Lo
dentl.  Bul some had been taken from
the Jlebiis, and {wo lind nevey been found.
Tredegar shuddered as he thonght thal
even then their bodivs might be lying
under theze thousamls of tons of slate.

He crawled fo the top of the heap, and
maved along on his hands and kneca. In
places he had to lie down and wriggle
alotg, Ite was sparing with lis malches,
awl proceeded for the most part in
thr datkness. IFe hoped he would pot

NEXT
DOOR

Perhaps this dreadful disense is in your meighborhood, even at the

very next door.

Then danger is uear your home ¢ertainly, and terrille

danget, too. Did yon know you could destroy the germs that cause this
disease? You can, and it's best done with our Vapa-Cresolene. Put some
Cresolene in the vaperizer, light the lamp beneatls, then tet the vapor pass

off into the sleeping room.

Have the children sleep in the room and

breathe-in this medicated air. You see this vapor destroys the germs that

may have lodged in the children's
throats. We Lknow this from the
record of cases and bacteriological
testa It is an easy way to prevent
all contagious diseases that may
be about. .

CURES WHILE YOU SLEEP
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