
Are Women Considerate?

By the late MAX O’RELL.

I spend so much of my time singing the

praises and extolling the virtues of

women that I set myself thinking the

other day and said to same self: “Now,

surely women have not the monopoly of

everything that is good under the sun;

is there not some virtue, at least some

quality which we men possess oftener

than women?” And I thought hard, and

finally succeeded, I believe, in discovering

one. Ladies, I am of opinion that we

men, as a rule, are more considerate
than you for the feelings of others. That

consideration is the characteristic and

best trait of the perfect gentleman.
Some women possess it; those whom I

call gentlemanly women.

But let us examine the case for

women.

Women are not so punctual as men,

and punctuality in keeping an appoint-
ment and engagements of all sorts is the

best proof of one’s consideration for the

feelings of other people.
Although they may be members of the

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals, women will not get out of

an omnibus when it stops before No. 52;

they will let it start again and then

call on the conductor to stop at No. 54,
which is their destination. “Women are

terrible,” once said to me the conductor
of a London omnibus. “Why, sir, some

of them wonder we can’t take them to

their bedroom door!”

Women will go in a shop, wondering
what it is they want; oftener wondering
whether they want anything at all. They
will settle down at a counter and make

the assistant spread before them, one

after another, all the goods he has in his

department, look at them, turn up their

noses at them, and go away without

any apology, without even expressing

regret that they did not find anything
they wanted, much less saying to the

poor man: “I am sorry to have made

you waste your time.” Maybe, before

leaving the premises, they will buy a

yard of half-an-ineh wide ribbon for 6d.

Now, I have always admired my sex

making a purchase in a shop. They are

simply great. “1 want,” they will say,

“a dozen pairs of socks, of such colour,
of such size, and the best you have got—
Good—You are sure they are the right
size?—-Very good—‘No, no, don’t take

the trouble to show me any more, those

will do very nicely. How much?—Good
—Here you are—Good morning.” It

must be a pleasure to have men custom-

ers only to serve.

But see the women. Although they’
have found the exact article they want,
you must not suppose that they are sat-

isfied. They know they could not get
anything more to their taste, anything
more suitable, but they will let the poor

shop girl go on showing her goods that

have to be untied, unfolded and after-

ward refolded and retied. That’s not their
business. They enjoy looking at the

things. They have nothing else to do.

It does not enter their heads that they
are making the shop girl waste her time

and tire herself; that if they would only
go away that girl might make money

with another customer. They will not

take all that into consideration.

It is the custom in France, wnen you
ask a street car conductor for the change
of a five-franc piece, to give him one or

two sous for his trouble. Men very sel-

dom fail to give him a tip for this little
service rendered. But I have seen women

ask for the change of a twenty-franc
piece, receive it without saying “Thank

you,” much less giving a tip to the con-

ductor, who had perhaps emptied his

money-bag of all his silver to oblige
them, but count and recount that change
with a frown of suspicion on their brows
until they were quite sure that they
had not been cheated.

An English waiter once said to me:

“When wTe wait on ladies, we find it

twice the work it is to wait on gentle-
men. They are so exacting. They will

make us go downstairs half a dozen
times, when, by giving their orders with

some consideration, we should have to

go only once. And, Lord! when we get
a tip we go on a spree right away, it’s

such a wonderful surprise!”
• And what is it that we call feminine
amenities? I forget, but I fancy that in

the expression the word “feminine”

could be appropriately replaced by
"feline.”

A charming American lady, well

known for her graceful hospitality, said

to me: “1 would rather have ten men

guests in my house for a month than

a woman alone for a week.”
“But why?” 1 asked.

“Because with a woman in it, my
house is no longer mine. She has no

consideration for my servants, she has

no consideration for myself. It is not

that she is selfish, but she is thought-
less—that is to say, inconsiderate. I
will not say that she gives trouble on

purpose. Perhaps she does not know or

even think that she does—but she does.”

No doubt the lack of consideration
for other people's feelings which we

often notice in woman’s character comes

from the notion, with which they gen-

erally go through life, that “you could

not refuse this to a lady,” or that “it is

the privilege of a lady to do this, or to

do that?’

“Ladies first” is a principle which 1

indorse from the bottom of my heart,
but many women are often too inclined
to act on it and to believe that, because

they are women, everything should be

forgiven to them.

1 have known women who were gen-
erous and most -considerate, but it can-

not be said that th esse virtues are typi-
cal characteristics of their sex.

Au contraire!

Red Light—Danger! We’d better look out

When we see such an ominous sign:
That* |H‘ril*s ahead, there isn't much doubt.
Perhaim its a slip on the line.
We feel just the same when we get a bail

cough.
Our safety we haste to secure,

Fy buying the stuff that will soon shake
it off.
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LATEST NOVELTIES. NEW WINTER COOPS.

S. F. BENTON is now showing ALL THE NEWEST DESIGNS in

Neck Ribbons. Laces, Collarettes

Fancy Neckwear, Hosiery, Gloves, etc.

Fancy Lace and Embroidered Handkerchiefs
Feather Boas, Fur Collars
Fur Muffs, Rain Cloaks, etc., etc.

S. F.
Lace and Fancy Drapery Warehouse,

HOAD, JiEWTON.
S. F. BENTON, having made a special study of he LACE and FANCY

TRADE, is able to give the public the benefit of a wide experience.
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Step in Advance

That all Practical Furniture Buyers appreciate is the

downright GOOD VALUE we give at our Sales.
. . .

WHAT DO YOU THINI£pF THESE PRICES?

FULL SIZE HEAVY GAUGE WIRE WOVE MATTRESS 8/6 Usual Price 10 6

AUSTRIAN BENTWOOD CHAIRS 4,6
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CANADIAN CHAIRS, Embossed Seat (just arrived) ... ... ... ... ...
49
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LINOLEUM REMNANTS REDUCED TO HALF-PRICE.

REDUCTIONS IN TABLE COVERS, CURTAINS, BLANKETS, Etc., Etc.

Gigantic Furniture Sale
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lOHSOH GARUXCK CO.'S
“The People’s” Furnishing Warehouse, QUEEN STREET, AUCKLAND.
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