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Cousins’ Badges.

Courins requiring badges are re—;
quented to send an addressed enve-
lope, whepn the badge will be forwarid-
ed by return mail. C

+* & +

COUSING' CORRESPIXDENCE.

Bear Congin Kate,—T woul very much
like to be a consin, and be able to write
letkers Lo yvour pagre. 1 bave been taking
greul intervest in it lutely, and | see you
luve cot a kind word for everybody, &6
perhaps vou have got one for me. Next
week | am geing to rend you a short
story, aad I want ¥ou te give me your
opinton on il, ant then you ean do what
you like with it (burn it if you think
i), We have been having some  big
Loats here for coal, and amung thene was
the Jdesseric, on which I knew the men.
Un looking throngh an “Insurance He-
corcler” the other day L found Lhe foilow-
ing, which 1 thought 1 wounld keep and
rend to you. Two buys were Lilking to-
gether. and presently one ssid, “1 say,
‘tom, do you think Profes<or Kidder
meant anyihing by it?" "By what¥”
wsked the other. “Why, he advertised a
leeture o *Fools,” and when 1 bought &
tickel it was marked, ‘Admit onel”
Pleane  forward me a  bsulge—Yours
1ruly, Carle-

[Derr Conzin Carle,—I have written
you a private letter, and =ent you a
iadge, which you will have received some
days ago. 1 am veéry glad. indecd that
y wish Lo becmine a cousin.  Wrile
wgain soun. ~Lousin Knte.]

+ - +

Dear Cousin Kate,~During the mid-
winter holidays 1 only went out once;
it was an Thurslay that I went out,
which wwis at the North Shure. One of
my fricids came with me. We left at
the Queen-street Whacf at half - past
nine, We went over before my aiher
two friemls came. When we reached the
Shiprg the Vide was coming in, so my
friend amd U went out into the water.
When we were lired of wading. we lbad
wome gunes and amused ourselvea by
miaking sanid ¢asiles. We then hegarn to
et gy, su we put on our shoes and
stockings, wude  ourselves  tidy, and
T went inla & restanrant.  When we came
back we found our two friends, and two
of therr friciuds, Froking for us. When
veturning home we hal a great buat’a

lvokineg far nur Lhings, as got all
mized up. In conseynence we uissed

the boat, and had to wait &l another
ved. Bui it was not for long, for
e woon arpived, and we  Lhad  aome
gunes oy v yetuaning home. I brought
liame some Howers and shells of evory
surt, O course 1 wus very untity, but,
worie luck, 1 did not bring my econt
with me. We had a tesh oxam. yester-
day, nul T gat su excited ovey it that [
ne kuew whet I was doing.  Qur real
oxanination -is on the first of Auguat,
Now 1 must stop writing, as it is oy
bediine, With my beat wisles to yon
aml all the eousing . must say good-
bye—lrom Cousin Bry Meteabfe

[Dear Cousin Tvy,—Your leiter is sa
Jals thia week that I ihall only be able
to write & very short answer, but | will
wrile yon a nice long ane next time ta
nuke up for it.  What an enjovable day
¥ou sarem {0 have spent over at the
North Shore; hut it wan & pity vou left
your coat behind.  You will have to
work very hard at schonl Lhis month, s
¥our exumination is so close, wont you?
Da vou think you will pasat—Cqusin
Kate.] . - Lot

Dear Cousin Kale~ May & become ong
of your liitle correspoidents, plenset 1
am lwelve yewrs of age, and am in the
finlh standard at “school.  Would you
mind forwarding e e mdge please, as 1
would be very glad $o possess one? It
is very cold here in winter, 1he frost of-
ten being on the ground for weeks at a
timre without thawing. I live in Lyell, o
sanall township on the Buller River. I
amn semling vou a few ferns. and 1 hope
that you will like 1hem. With love to
all the eousina and yourself I now re-
nwin, yours irely, Cousin Royzellia. )

[Dear Couxin Rozellin,—I shall be very
pleased to welcome you us one of my
little cousins, and will post you o badge
Lo-day.” We don't have nearly such cold
weiather ere in the winter time as you
do. nful J am very glad, because ‘I hate
t0 be cold. Do you ever have snowball-
ing matches? ‘They are great fum, and
make otie 3¢ nice and warm too. Thank
you very much for the ferna, dear. They
are very preity indeed.  Wride again
very soon.— Cousin Kate] - --- - -

+ + b

Dear Cousin Kate, -1 would very much
like to correspond with you, as 1 have
Leen a rewder of your page for a long
tinte, and wish to juin with yow 1 have
just turned fourtecn, und am in.the fifth
atundard. Perhaps you will .think me
rather buckward. DBut I would have Leen
much further on gnly I have heen very
much treubled with my ears for some
time, which cuanséd deainess, and could
uot hear what my. teacher. mid. - I have

- been ever o much better lately, as I had

to undergo an operation a few wereks
back. and 1 a0 now geiting on very well.

- 1 have tvro milea to walk to achusl, and

the rauds sare a0 muddy. Lately father
gotl me 2 pony to ride, and it in .much

better riding than tramping.through the -

mud. We had our quarterly examins-
tion this week, and we are all looking
forward for our yreek's holiday, as we
bresk up to-morrow (Friday). I would
like very mueh a badge if you would not
mind sending me one. I mmat now close,
with fondest love 10 you. I remain, your
loving cousin, Mabel,

{Dear Consin Mabel—I am so glad yom
have liked the Cousing” Page of “The
Graphic,” and | hope you will write of-
ten. T don't think yen are at all back-
ward for yeur age, and your landwrit-
ing is very nice indeed, What have you
ealled your pony, and is he veory quaiet Y
I am sending vou o badge this week, and
hope you will get it safely. You must
tnke great eare of vourself this cold wen-
ther, Mabel, because it would be dread-
ful if you eanght eold and your ear got
worse again, wonlde's it?  Hoping vou
will enjoy your holidaye,—('omin Kate,]

+ + +

Dear Cousin Kate—T wonld have writ-
ten Lo you lLefore, bhut [ lhiave been jll
with a sore throat, and did not wo down
ta the office for nearly o fortnight, The
Lazanr in aid of the Maori Girls' School
in Aunckland was held at the  Theatre
Iast  might. The Muoris  perfunimed
hukas, donced poi ddances, and sang. I
think everyomne enjoyed themselves. T
henr they made one humdrved and forty
E»muuls the fiest might, and as it is to
asl two or three days 1 think they will
do well. Dl you go b “Are you a
Mason?’ [ didn’t, but 1 hear jt was
very .gooid indeed. 1 went the sacond
night to “Oh what n Night.” [ enjoved
it imwensely. 1 have reud “The Maid at
Arma,” ond think it = awfully nice.
Huve you read “A Spreckled Bicd,” by A,
E. Wilson? I don't like it as well as
aoma othern of hers, “The 3Merey of
Tiberiua,” for inulsnce, I mm atudying
for Confirmation now, it is to come olf
in Auguat, Mr EKvaus, our vicar is pra-

" I hope so, any way-

paring us, and he takes such an interest
in U class. There are about forty ean-
didates, but a great many more girls than
Boysw T am rather serry 1 was not con-
firited by Bisliop Cowie, as all our fawmily
excepk myself have beeu confirmed by
him, Did I ever te)l you that I losi my
birthday bosek with Madame Aelba's
and Dolores mames in? L have found it
again now, so it is alvight. T really don’t
know what 1 should have done if 1 had
Jost it altogether. Next week there is
to be another concert in aid of the organ
fund. . Fach-girl in the choir has to get
up & concert berself. Don't you think
it is  good.ides, Cousiu Kate? 1 really
havendt been doing auything lately, and
as there is mothing to tell you, will you
plenss exeuse this mwmd letter.
Cousin Bora.
P& Pleape excuse the mistakes in
typeimg ae either T o1 the machine have
gone wreng. We'll sy it is the machine.
[Dewr Cousin Dora.—I amzo sorry yon
have been itl. I ean sympathise with yon
because I wan just getting over n cold my-
sclf. ‘A bundred and forty pounds was
a great deal te make in one day. 1 hope
thes witl do equally well for the rest of
the time, as the money is very mnch
necded for Lhe Maori Girly® Hchool 1
Daver't come acrcss “A Hpeckled Bird”
yet, but I dont care for ler books much
ds & ule. Have you read “The Yirgin-
inn,” by Owem Wistor, it is quife a new
Dook, snd = very pood one. It would
hove been o great pity if you had really
tost “your -hirthday book; -Melba is -mot
likelysfo eompe to New Zealind agnin; Ao
it ia mice for you fo lave her aviograph:
1 thindy earh choir girl getting up a con-
dert-harsedf, is a splendid ptan; auwd wish
they aemid do the same at our - ehurejl
Why adid vos apologise for your letter
and she typetng? They aré both very
good daded for a girl of your age—Loun-
sin Kate.] . .
- * » )
Dear Cousin Kate~—I have got a very
bad cold. really we bave ail had eolda.
We are having nice weather now, euch
fine daye. The cousing do not seem to be
writ.i.ué vory wvegular now. I Buppose
they sre on their holidays most of them.
My damtie’s. boardinghouse was Lurped
down ‘the oihor day, nothing was saved
but @ few elothing. T really have not
much-news to tell you. Hoping you are
well and free Bom n eoll, with love to all
the causing.—Cousin Annie. :

[Dear Comusin Arnie—-T1 am 5o sorry
you have goi soch a Lad eold dear, and
hape von wilf be better soon. I had a
dreadiully bad onc last week, but it is
better now. . 1 am afraid some of the
conaine Bre very lazv about writing let-
ters. but perhaps after they have had
their holidays tliiey wil Le more regular,
How il the fire at
yout auntix's happen? I think fires are
auch dreadful tlings, but I like watching
them, when 1 know that no one ia likely
4o be injured.—Cousin Kate.]

+ .+ *

Dear Cousin Enle,—I have b>>n read-
ing m oumber. of your letters lately, so
woulds very much like to beenme one of
the laad. T take grent interest in your
page, mo will like to help to fill your pre-
vious-page. We have not had nice wer-
ther micly, It we will have rather hot
weather in swamer. 1 lived in Dunedin
and- Bave oy been up here ibree
nwaths, 50 1 Jdo not exactly know wlhat
kiud of westher yon get in the summer-

ctime, -But I think wa are betier off
_here than in Dunedin in the winler, ba-

rause they get snow dowa there; but §t
i great fun siow-balling. At Christmas
we¢ tre leaving Auckland sund geing ovor

-your page.

to America, 80 will be very norry to leave
Cousin Kate, could I write
io you from Awwrica. I.would wrile
every mail. - How much kave we to pay
for our badges, becawse I would very
wueh like one. ¥When I go to Ameries it
woukl be a-great novelty to keep. - Don't
you think mo, Geruain Kate. | [ must now

«conelude with best love to all the cousms,

not forgetting ybur own dear ‘self —Lou-
sin oreen. - . : "

[MNear Couvsin Doreen.—I ghall be very
glad indecd for you to join our band of
vousing and will send you a badge direct-
ly yon write and tell me your addresa.
The Ladges don't cost the cousins any-
thing, as they are & present from Cousin
Kate. Weren’t you very sorry to leave
Dunedin. It ix such a pretiy place, I
think, but # is very cold. Of course yon
can write o me from America, dear
Dorcen, and you will be able to tell me
such a lot of interesting things, becauae
I have never been tbere. Don’t forget
to mend we your address and your full
npme next time you write.—Cousin
Kate.]

+ + L 3 .
Dear Cousin Kate, — I received the
badge vou sent me pn Wednesday last,
and was very pleased o get it- - You
were talking abont riding, and nsked -me
if L was fond of riding. Well, I am oot
a lover of riding, but elten ride to
school, . We have just had our mid-win-
ter holidaya I did not enjoy myself, as
1 thought I would, because it was so
miserable and wet, and the river was in
flnod, and therefore spoilt all our hopes
of a pleasant picnie up the river. Ho
good-bye, with love, from Cousin
Minnie. E . .
[Dear Cousin Minnie,—You are a very
good girl te write again so soon, and I
am glad you were pleased with Fyour
badge. I wish all the cousins would
write oftener. 1 think I mmsi start a -
competition, and give a prize to the
cousin who writes migst regularly for
three moaths, starting from the begin-
ning of Angust. Doen't you think that
would be a good plant I am so sorty
you were mnol alle to have your picnie
up the river, but it is very cold for pie-
nics just mow, And you will be able {o
bave a much nicer one if you wait tilk
the warm weather comes.—Cousin
Kate] B Ao
+ + R . .

Dear. Cousin Kate,—T dil not spead

© my: hotiduys: very -woll! an the . weabher

was . 80 uneertain;’ but I illink thag I
enjoyed ‘myself -as -well ‘as ‘any "‘of my,
school-mates. : On “AMonday. 1: did' not ‘go
anywhere,~ hut; on.: Tuesday . morming - L
went out-with mammnia to do wnfe'_slmp;
ping. . Wedresdzy afterneon I went .for
a.walk with my: sister Lisey; and . on: pug
way we went izto the Museum, in which
I met three of my school-mates. Here
we stayed for-a while :looking at the
urips, which are of 4 grest number,
Then we went to the Art Gallery. Herm
we stopped till jt was time to go home.
Thuraday, the finest day of all the week,
I went to the beach .with gome of my,
companions. We left home at ten, and,
after waiting a little while, caught a
Pousonby tram, in which we had great
troubls in seating ourselves, aa thers
were ten of us altogether, and the tram
was nearly full when we got in.  Wea
enjoyal ourselves so much that the day,
seemed lo fly. On ouwr retorn home we
looked nice, beratise ihe tide was high,
und the rocks we climbed and stumbled
over were very slipper?:- Friday mom- |
ing I employed mysell with my daisy,
work, which I like .doing; in fack, T like
eny sort of fancy work; even at school I
do not think any of Lhe gifls dislike this
work. Un Saturday afternoon I weni
te Marry Rickards’ Company, which
greatly amused and excited me. Per-
hapa, if you went, you were excited dur.
ing the cyele act, and amused by the
funny sayings of the musicians. Dear-
eat Cousin Kate, was ever the correct
pieture of the Five Point Puzzle pub-
lished? Will yon please tell me, as.l
have had a great many tries at it; but
1 eannot get # right, so I should very
much like to ses a right copy of it 1-—
From Cousin Mabel.

[Dear Cousin Mabel,—] have only time
to write you a very short notie this week
in answer to vour mice long one, Yon
k€em to have had very pleasant holi-
days, in apite of the bal weather. I
went to see the Hapry Rickards' Com-
pany one evening, bul I didn't like the
bicycls aet at all; it looked so herribly
dangerous; but I enjoyed the reat im-
mensely. A great many of the conaina
drew the Five Point Puzzle correctly. I
will post oue of the right ones to you if
I ean find one.—Cousin Kate.]



