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Pops Leo XIII.

A CHARACTER BTUDY.

(By Justin McCarthy, M.P.;

PFope Leo XIIL iz the last survivor
el the great Furcpean atatesmen of the
century. During recent years Gladstone,
Bismarck and Pupe Leo stood high above
ell other living atatesmen of Furope. A
little farther back we come to such men
a3 Count Cavour and Thiers and Guizot;
fzrther back still to such men as Cann-
ing, and then we are among tha great
pames that belong to the earlier part of
the century. In recent years, howevyer,
Glad~tone, Bismarck and Pope Leostood
alone, and now the lasi of the great trio
is nearing his end.

I desire t¢ judge Leo XIIL on'y as a
stateaman, and oot as an ecclesiastie.

The inspivation of his whole career
may be described as 2 passion of philan-
thropy, to adopt the words which (lad-
atone in my own hearing applied to
Daniel O’Connell: “Te improve the con-
dition of the toiling classes all over the
world, to mitignte the troubles of the
overtasked, to abolish sluvery in every
form, white and biack; to lighten the load
of the heavily laden, to spread the gospel
of peace among all nations” These were
the prext purposes of Leo's career. It
is doing no mmore than bare justice to the
motives which  seem alwazys to have
guided him when we say that his ambi-
tion was to make the life of the pontid
a practical illustration of peace, poodwill
and moral and intellectnal advancement
lmcmg men.

Leo caume to the throne of the papacy
at a time when the worldly foundatipna
of that throne seemed to ha hopeleasly
shaken. The Pnpe has had noa temporal
sovereignty lelt to him, and it must ba
owned that the sympathy of the civilised
wolld went for the mosat part with that
united Italy to whose political union the
papacy owed the loas of ita temporal
possessions. Leo's predecessor, Pius 1X,,
was g man of pure and exalted purpose
but he was almost altogether an ne
clesiastic, and he hed few of the gunli-
tlea of a statesman, He waa .0t & man
endowed with {ae peculiar capacity whica
might have enabled him fo regain for
the papacy that infiuence which the aria-
ing of nrw conditions and the spread of
new ideas seemad at the time to have
teken from it forever. ILeo XIIL ap-
peara to have from the baginning of his
rule made up his mind that the pesitian
of the papary was only to be recovered
by a mastery of the new ideas and an
acceptance as far as pussible of the new
condifions. The I'ope haas been a stu-
dent from hii earliest vears. There i3
& distinct suffusion of the poetic in his
nature, which has found expresaion, im-
deed, in the composition of many fine
picces of poetry, especially in Latin, but
also has given him that whizh has been
of a far preater importance to his career
—tlat qualily of dramatie instinet
which enables 8 man to enter into the
nature and feelings of other men, and
without which there can be no really
ereative atatesmanahip,

The Pope has seen a good deal of life
vutside the papal city. He has been pa-
pal nuncio at Brusscls, where he had
the opportunity of conversing with
statesmen fromn all countries, He visit-
ed Paris. e visited Londom, and wasa
presented to Queen Victoria. He seema
to bave very soom made up hiz mind
that not mich was fo be gained for the
infiuence of the papacy by its eetting it-
selfl into active antagomism with what
might have been called the revoluntion-
ary forces, which, necording to the pessi-
mistia views of many of his fellow-

churchmen, had taken posseasion of all
the cabinets of Europe. When ha be-
came Pope he met about what he con-
ceived to be the work of tbhe papacy,
just as if nothing had happened to inter-
fere with its progress. He resolved, ap-
parently, to make the papacy an example
to the Christian world instead of wast-
ing hia strength and his influence hy
trying to contend againat the physical
conditions, which lLagd left tu the Vope
but the Vatican and its gardens as his
worldly domain, Of course he surren-
dered nothing of the elaims of the pa-
pacy, and he refused, as his predecessor
had done, to recogrnise the King of
Ttaly's title to tlhie ownership of Rome.
But he spent litile of his tims in futile
efforts to resiat the physical mastery of
the mew eonditions, and he made it his
task above all things to prove that the
moral influcnce of the papacy was not
to be circumscribed by the limitations
of the Fope's earthly possessions. It
must be owned that during his time the
progress made by United Itzly hna not
altogether satisfied Lhe hopes of all those
who rejoiced over the expulsion of the
Austrians, and the Bourbens, and the
avolition of the petty sovcereigrtiea and
the umion of Italy under one Crown
Italy hae her destiny yet to make, but
for the present we have to ses in her a
country terrivly overtaxed with a popu-
lation crushed to an alrost unmexampled
degree br the expenditure necessary to
convert ItaIy into the semhlnnce of »
grent Eurcpean Power.

Pope Lea bas seemed to say to all
the world: “My business in life is the
welfare of bumanity. ¥ am the spostle
of peace and universal hrotherhood. 1
offer my mediation as an agent of peace
g#nd brotherhood in all quarrels where
the dispuiants are willing to receive my
counsel and my help,” He has had some
hard battles to fizht, and for all &is
sweet, genial and pacific nature he has
fought out his hatties to the end where
compromise did not seem possible, and
by hia principle of passive resistance he
has generaliy contrived to come off wic-
torious. All the world Tooked on with
intereat while he battled for what he be-
lieved to be the cause of religious liberty
against no lesa an antagoniat than Prisen
Bismnrck, the greatest statesmnan then
living on the European Continent. Bis-
marck had loudly proclaimed that what-
ever else he and his colleagues might
do they “would not go to Canocasa.” al
luding to the famous castle where Henry
IV. of Germany sabmitted to the pen-
ance imposed on him by Gregory VIL
But, though Bismarck certainly did not
go to Canossa, he was undoubtedly not
the victor in the great Xuiturkampf,
or education battle, which was waged
between him and Pope Leo XIII, It is
perkaps only fair to say that the heart
of the old Emperor William, Bismarck’s
master, was never thoroughly with his
great minisfer jn this attempt to make
the authority of the State overrule tha
dictatea of privale conscience. The ar-
bitration of Pope Leo has been accepted
mote than once by disputing GBtates
which ackrowledged no supremacy on
the part of the Pope, but that given to
him by woral influence of his authont:
and his charaeter,

Leo has airongly recommended in
several mompatous instances the recog-
nition of establizhed facta in the pro-
gress of nations. For example, he re-
cognised the French republic a3  the
established system in France and used
the whole force of his authority te io-
duee French Catholics to accept the re-
publican form of government and to
make the beat of it He takes the
closest. and most active “ioterest in all
institutions to whatevér country they
belong, which have anything to do with

the trus orgamnisation of laboyr and
which tends to promote the educatiom,
the moral improvement, the personal in-
dependencs snd the demestic comfort
of the workingman. His wns the first
voice raised in cordial response o the
appeal of the Czar for » counference of
Eutopean States to bring about a eessa-
tion in the increase of armaments and
to establish some basie for internaztional
arbitration and an end to the reign
of war. The Pope has become so popu-
lir among certain influential classes of
Englizh Protestanta that at one time
it seemed to many mot altogether im-
possible that some terms of compromise
might be found betwecn the Papacy and
the Established Chnrch of England. The
Pope, however, could not compromise;
Lord Halifax and his English colleagues
could not venture to stretch their idea
©f commprumise too far, and se the world
went orn revolvibg upon its own axis
just as before.

Pope Lec always watrhes with a closs
and attentive eye every movement—po-
litieal, social and religious—that takes
place in America. He has the fullest
and deepest sympathy with the peace-
ful progresa of ihe republic, and is
especially proud of the position which
civic equality and religioue freedom has
enabled his corelizionists to take in the
United Siates. Some of Fope Leo’s
recent days have been occupied in the
eonsideralion of  certain tendencies
which had been represented to him =as
making themselves apparent in Ameri-
can Catholieism— tendencies which some
of his advisors believed to indicate a
growing form of religious independeace
not unlike that which is set down as
Calliciam in Europe.

It is impossible for any Implrt.inl
reader mot to sympathise with the
spirit which pervades the Pope’s ency-
clical issued in last Avgust—a protest
against the extrnordinary suppression
of Catholic asmociations carried on by
the Italian Government. These sup-
pressiona, it will be remembered, took
Elace after the riets which had Iately
roken out throughout almesat all Italy,
riots which impartial obssrvers for the

-most part believed to have been caused

by the pressurs of famine, the famine
itself coming in great measure from
the overtaxation which the expenditure
on the army and mavy had brought
sbout. The Italian Government thought
fit to see in thess riots the evidence of
& Papal conspirzcy against the mon-
archy, and it therefore suppressed, by
wholesale decree, more than 1608 Calho-

lis ansociations which were for the mosh
part purely social, sconomic or religious
in their ohjecta

It is likely emough that the riots
were at least in part promotsd by re-
publican, socialist, and aparchistic mgi-
tators; bui, as everybody knows, Pope
Leo has alweys used his infilnence for
the discouragement of socialiam and
anarchism in their variona forms, and
while he recognised the French republis
just == he did the American republia
and the republic of Switzerland, ke can -
bardly be auspecied of any designa for
the setting up of a republic in Italy.
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