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. sx CHILDREN’S PAGE.

Cousins’ Badges.

Couzins requiring badges are re-
quested to send sn addressed enve-
Jope, when the badge will be forward.
ed by return mall. .

+ L +

COUSINS COERRESIINDENCE.

" Dear Cousin Kate,—THaving read the
letriers fromn the cousinsg’ page in  last
week's “Graphic,” I feel T would like very
much to become ome of the bacd, and I
tak> great pleasure in writing to you,
hoping you wil! send me a udge. I am
twelve vears old, and in the sixth class,
at the district school, which is a mile
disiant from my howme., I must auy
good-bye bow; hoping Fou will accept
me.~—~I remazin. yours truly, Minnie.

{Dear Cousin Minnie—I have just sang
aff your badge, and hope you will like
it, and of vourse I am (elighted to wel-
eonie you to vur band of cousins. I hape
you will try and write often even if the
letters are shkort. 1 wish alf the cousins
would  understand  that I would far
raither huve a short [eiter than nore at
all. I nuite understand there is often n
difficnity wbout writing a long letter, I
was in Whakatane many years ago, and
theugli it very pretty, and I hat a long
ride to Matata, along the beach most of
the way, and I shall never forget what
s glorioua gallop we had. Are you fond
of riding® [ daresay you ride 1o school
sometimes.—Cousin Raie.]

+* + + - -

Dear Cousin Kate,—1I  saw by
tige “Graphiv” that I bad won a prize,
but | have not had time to write fo yon,
=g our servani has heen for her holidaye.
1 must lave forgoiten to put my ad-
dress in the letter. We are having such
terrible weather here lately. I have been
staying nt the Thames for a few days
for the St Franris® bazaar.
ing i one of the «talls. As it ia getting
very late I will have to bring my leiter
to a vinse.  With best love to all the
consing, Bnt forgeitinz yourself. From
Cou-in Millie.

{ear Cousin Millie.—I was very
pleased to get your letter, for I have had
your prize here, amd not been able to
poat it to you. ¥ hope vom will like it.
A mreat many consins tent in dmwings
after the competition hed closed, so I
think I must try another. Did vou en-
joy yourseli nt the Thames, and was the
bazaar a surcess? Tell me nest time
rou write.—Lousin Kate.)

+* - +

Dear Cousin Kate,—3May I become one
ol sour cousinn? 1 like reading the chil-
dren’a page very much. Not nany bors
write Lo you, do they, Cousin Kaie? [am
teD Years old, and am in the third stan-

1 was lielp-

dard. T Lope T will pass my examina-
tion, which will be -heid about Beptem-
ber. We had a trial examination to-
day. Will you please send me a badge?
1 would Yike to live in Anckland. I must
try to write regularly now that I have
begun. We have no cats, but we have a
dog and some fowls. We do not get any
eggs ai all just now. The fowls have not
been laying for a long time. They must
be laying away somewhere. Now I must
close, so good-night. From Cousin Jack.

[Dear Cousin Jack,—It was plessant
to get a letter from you asking to become
8 cousin, for, as you 3ay, not many bors
write. I only wish they would, for 1 un-
deratand boys very well, and if they
wounld tell me about themnselvea and their
difficulties and their pleasures I might
be able to lelp them. What sert of
fowls do, you keep? Probably they are
now moulting, and that is the reason
they do nol lay. If you feed them regn.
larly and give them some hot food, pol-
lard and scraps, mixed with boiling wa-
ter, ihey will soon start again, Alake
them some comfortable nesta and they
won't lay away. I am very fond of
fowks, and will be interested to hear of
{ousin Kate] -

L 4 + +

Dear Cousin Kate~1 agzin take the
opportunity of writing to you. e are
having very cold weather just mnow.
There was a football match bere to-day.
There were two maiches, and our town
won che game. 1 did met go, but my
mother and sister went. I have a new
music teacher mow. She has such a lot
of pupile. We are losing our lady school
teacher. Ve will miss her very much.
2he is such a nice girl. Was not that a
terrible fire ‘which happened in Wynd-
ham 2ireet? Those poor men that were
burnt must have felt it. You asked me
what my favourite book and author
were. Really. I could not tell you Have
you vead, “My Happy Halif Century”? It
is stteh & nice book. I have resd “Mel-
kowrne louze” “Little Women,” “What
Katy did,” and severnl others. Do you
think people will be so enthusiastie over
ping-pong this vear! I.do not think
they wili be, do youn?
any dnving lessons yet; the horse we
have 15 30 glow. We are poing to have
another one traised for the sulky, I will
seml yor my phote to put in . the
“Graphic” as soom as 1 get it taken; I
am geoing to have it taken scon. Next
time [ come to Auckland I must come
and see you. Are you fond of fancy
work? ¥ am verr fond of it; I like
dravn thread work aod patch-work. I
would like very much to have a camera
and take snaps. Do you kaoow of any
piace in town where you can take les-
50n3? I really have no more news to
tell you, so { must conclude with tove to
you and wll the cowsine.—Cousin Annie.

iDear Cousin Annie,—Your letter ihis
week is most interesting, and I thank
yYou vers much for it. I shail be very
glad to lave your photo, and hope it wiil
not be long before it is takenm. Photo-
ETaPilY is & nice hobby, and a lot of girls
Eo in fur it mow. You could easily get
# few leasons in Auckland. I am kot
very fond of fancy work, for I never get
time for it.—Cousin Kate,]

+ +* * N

Dear Cousin Kate,—~The mnidwinter
holidays are very vear, and 1 suppose
that all f{he cousins that go to echool
ure very pleared, but for a wonder I am
not waiting very anxiouvely for them,
n% I do not thick that I shall be alle
to spend thein ws pleasantly as I bhad
anticipated, because the weather is sa
miserable. Last Baturday afterooon I

I have not had .

went to m tery pleassant “At  Home”
given by Lady Ranfurly in the Govern-
ment House. There was a very large
nssemblage of the peopie of Auekland,
and there were three bands in aitend-
ance—iwo on the lawn and one in the
room in which afterncon tea was served.
The Mayor addressed the people, and
presented Lady Ranfurly with two
beantiful pictures painted by Mr
Goldie. In return Lady Ranfarly spoke
& few words of thanks amid great ap-
plavee. Ladies Ranfurly, Constance
Knox, and Lord Northland lef{ Aunck-
land to-day. Do ron not think that
the fire in Wyndham-sireet, in which
tliree persons lost their lives, was very
terrible. There is a small picture in the
paper - showing a gentleman Trescuingt
a woman and her child—With love
from Comsin Mabel

® [Dear Cousin Mabel,—What a funny
little girl you must be not to care for
holidaye. I used to want holidays all
the time when I waa little. Lady Ran-
furly’s At Home was very nice, and
the music was lovely. We shall all
miss Her Ladyship very much when she

leaves New Zeatand, shan't we?  She
has been so kind to everyoné., I think

a fire is always & dreadful thing, and
when peopie are killed or injured it is
too awful to think about. It is & warm-
ing to us to be very careful ourselves,
iso’t it? Well, Mabel, 1 have some more
letters to answer, so must not write any
more to you -just now. I hope you wilk
have fine weather for your holidays and
enjoy them wery much—Cousin Kate.]

Dear Cousiz Kate,—I had such a plea-
sant day on Baturday siterncom L
went to Lady Ranfurly’s presentation.
and bhad some good fua Bhall 1 tell
you how ] gpent the afternoemt Well,
I started at three o'clock from home
with my sister, and reached Govern-
ment Houwse at half-past three pam., for
we had been walking very slowly. There
was & terrible crowd waiting at the
door, so we had to wait till the crowd
was inside, but it was not for long, for &
kind gentleman made room for us, Wa
had to go through a large writing-room
—1I think it was—and thea round to an
mpartment where Lady Ranfurly and
His Excellency were standing. A gen-
tleman eslled our mames, and Her Lady-
ship shook hands with us. We next
went through seme mors rooms till we
came into & rcom where the tea-tables
were set. Afternoon tea had begun, but
1 did not know that, snd on geing up te
see what was the matter one of the
waiters handed me a plate of fruit
salad, ¥ then knew that it was tea, and
my sister and friends joined me. After
tea we went round and had a look at
the pictures. A geptleman spoke about
them, and then Lady Ranfurly spoke
ie reply. There was much clipping and
cheers for heyr. I have nearly forgotten
ta tell you that I cali my doll Flosay,
for it baa guch & pretiy face.. Did youn
go to khe presentation, dear cousint
If you did, T hope you enjoyed it as
well as I did. Next Friday we break
up for our midwiater holidays, and I
will be glad, for 1 am so fond of holi-
days, and once we have them I nerer
wish to give them up. I have forgotten
to ask you to excuse by uninteresting
Jetter. Now I must end with my best
love to you and al the cousins.—Cousin
Iry. .
fDear Cousin Iry,—1 am so glad you
enjoyed yourself so much last Saterday.
You must have felt quite pgrown up
going to Lady Ranfurly’s “At Home,”
didn’t you? 1 went too, but I didn’t see
you there. . Perhaps if you had worn
Four badge I shonid have. How are you
going to amuse yourslf during your
holidays? You will be able to make
Flossie some nice new winter clothes,
won't you?! I don't think your letter at
all uninteresting, Ivy, dear, and hope
you will write again soon and tell me
all about your holidaya—Cousin Kate.]
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