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A practical joke was played on 8
bridal party in Sydney recently. After
the wedding Lrile and bridegroom, with
their relatives and friends, were driven
to a restaurant in town, where the wed-
ding breakisast had been ordered, Al
was found in eonfusion; en tte tables
were piled chairs, mastly upside down.
The proprietor, profuse in apologies, ex-
plained that he had received a telegram
cancelling the order, but Le put all
hanla to work, and in & very short time
breakfast waa served. The guests, who
teok the joke good-humouredly, beguil
ed the time with an impromptu musical
programme, and the toast of “The
Joker” was included with the rest.

The authorities of the high school ak
Scituate, Massachuseits, a a little town
not far from Bosten, have tabooed ona
oi Kipling’a well-known poems, “Gungs
Din.” The scholars were getting ready
for the amnual speaking day, and one
of them wished to recite thiz poem, but
the school board peremptorily forbade
it.  The linea that are objecied to are
aa follow:—

“It was crawling snd It stonk,
But of all the drluks ['ve drmnk
I'm gratﬂcrullest to cne from ‘Gunga
in.

These lines are adjudgped wulgar, and
are too etrong meat for Massachuseits
Purists.

The late Mr. Charles William Mitchell,
of Jesmond Towers, Newcastle-on-Tyne,
a director of Armstrong, Whitworth &
Co., of the Eluwick Ordnance Worka, left
an estate which has been valued at
£922,542 4/10 gross. Mr, Mitchelt], who
died on February 28 last at the age of
48, was an artist aof considerable skill in
tigure-painting end portraits, and was
president of the Pen and Palette Club.
Among the large fortunes which have
been acquired in the Elswick works, it is
interesting to note, are these of:

Lord Armstrong, died Decem-

ber, 1900, aged 90.......... £1,360,048
Mr. Charles William Mitchell,

died 1903, aged 46......... £922 542
Mr. George Wightwich Rendel, :

died 1902.,,...... s £370,238
Mr. Hamilton Owen Rendel,

died 1902, . cavvenninsn

. £105.203

Aature and man work together with
uncommon accord in forming ihe cele-
brated "floating gardéns” of the Lakes
Chaleo and Xochimileo, near the City of

Mexico. An English naturalist, who re-

cently’ visited them 'and found tllem a
paradise, tells -how they grow. Float-
ing clumps_ of entangled peat, = moss.
yushes and grass are caught, combined
and anchored by stakes, or long saplings
of willows gnd poplars, which are driven
inte the muddy bottem, where they soon
take root. Fertile mud is then ladied
up and heaped on the foat until a real

island is fermed, which' is quickly
transfortied into a garden where are
grown flowers, melons, gourds and

other kinds of preduce which are daily
carried to market, through a capal lead
jugz into the city. There are hundreds
of such gardens on the lakes.

—_—

Holland House, the home of Lord Ii-
chester, is a famous residence, and its
glories are well known, but Abbotsbury
Castle, Lord Ilchester’s couniry seaf
near Dorchester, ia comparatively a
terra incognita, but still a wonderiully,
picturesque and attractive place.  Ab-
Lotsbury stands close to the sca, hut
beautiful sub-trepieal pardens  have
been attached to the Castle. Thero
flourishk no less than forty-three differ-
ent kinds of bamboo, dark cypresses, a
iily-of -the-valley d¢ree, from Florida,
wluech blossoms . in  September, cacti,
palma, and a great variety of other tro-
pical shrubs and trees. These horticul-
tural triumphs have been produced at
a vast expense, and ave the result of
prolenged study on the part of an ex-
perienced Seotch gardener. Loady II-
chester delighta in  Abbotsbury, and
generally musters a large houee party,

who are particularly appreciative of its.

artistic beauties” every summer. The
duck decoy and swannery are hobhijes
of Lord Nchester's, and are interesting
and uncorimon features of the estate.
The duck decoy is one of the only four
now extant for . the eapture of wild
duck in England, and ia an ingenious
device that bas sometimes resulted in
the capture of ae wany as five hupdred
in two days, s

A Sydnev girl asked a Japanese ofiicer
at the Uovermment House reception tu
po with ler through the spariuments
sayiug that she would show him round
The otficer pointed to someone near by.
“I would rather go vith that gir)l” he
sail, Another officer was asked what Le
thonght of Sydney girla, He repticd,
“Sydney girls are very nies, :nd Mel-
bourne givla are very nice, but the girls
in  Japan are mnicer,” One Sydney
hostess asked six Japanese men to din-
ner. Fourteen arrived, amd apologised
for the absence of the rest of thejr col.
lesgies, 1t is well known that forelgm
naval officers always go about in num-
bera, especially the Germama. If one
German officer ia asked to an entertain-
ment, hia shipmates take if for granted
tha they are included. Bome Japaness

ofticers, visiting a doctor’s louse in 8vd-

ney, spent, the evening playing with the
doctor’™s bLables on the floor, taking no
notice of the other guests, They are
very fond of ehildven. The doctor said
he would often ask foreiyn officera te his
house if they were all s0 caaily enter-
tained.
——

The anthor of a paper on the question,
“Are Women Witty?’ recently read be-
fore a women's elnb, answered the dues-

tion in the affirmative; but the exmnples.

of feminine wit which she quoted hatdly
justified her comelusion.

The relation of women to wit has Been
appreciative rather than creative, and
is likely to continue so. Apprecinéion
ia as necessary as creatiom, for no wit
flourishes without an audiedce.

Alodern women are marvellonsly quick
in seeing the point of even the subtlest
wit. In an audience a shrewd ohaetver
may pote that the laugh of the women
at a elever joke precedes that of the
men by an appreciable number of mo-
ments.

Occasionally o womsn makes o brilli-
ant mot, as when a Doston woman re-
cently said in a discussion of the
qualities of the sexes, “Dl, men get and
forget, and women give and forgive!”
This power of epigram is raro, & fack
that ia scarcely subject for regred.

Women need not bewnil their failure
to be witty so long as they have a kecu
fecling for the wit that s in others
For their own part, they miiy well be
content to cultivate that geatler grace

called humour, which “begets the snriles

that have no cruclty.”

While in Sydncy the Japanese effers
of the. visiting fleet. which was to hdvo
come on to. New Zealand, but did aot
do so owing to Iack of time, were on
friendly termms with the midshipinen -on
the Britisk ~men-of-war, ‘ealling then
“Brother  Ritchie “Drother ~Wilmet.?
and putting their arms round the mid-
diea' necks and waists, or swinging their

handa in gratitude for kindnesa shown, -

They gave the middies photos. of their
ships, with cap-ribbons stamped with
Japanese letters
through them. The Japanese Thad o
“tea-fight” on Dboard cach ship for the
Royal Arthur midshipmen, giving them
sake to drink, with little miek-nack bis-

" RuncEWHITWORTE

threaded artistically ~

cuits male inlo all sorts of shrpes and
letters. These the Japanese expected
them to eat in  handfuls. Tex was
Lrought in, pele, yellow, and clear,_wilh
putple spongy cake, which the presideat
vf the mess cut into squarcs, pirting
into each & wooden toothpick te lift it
up with. Grest round walers, the sice
of a dinner-pate, were pext served out
the whole siructure crumbling at tha
first  bite. After that yellew thin
“Japanese cake,! crisp, aud eut into ob-
longa, were to De eaten. Un Saturday
night Admiral Fanshawe signalled for
the seven Royal Arthur middies to comn
over Lo the house, and enlertain the
Japanese eadels.  Britizh officers are
envious of the Japanese rouline of wear-
ing undress uniforin when off dutly—blue
clothes, bound with Dlack broid; no Lruss
bLuttons and na gold lace, the goll
stripes &1l being represented by black
braid,. & very: saving Ffashion when gold
lace is such an expensive item in {he
Britisle uniforms.

There had been linlf a dozen slorics
of thick fogs, but Cuptain Manstield had
waited his turn with patience. It camne
at last, and the other enptains twrned
their weather-beaten faces toward him
with an expression of cheeriul credui-
ity.

“*Twas told me of a house selting
preity nigh the shore along half-way
down the coast o' Maine,” said Captain
Mansfield, I could show you the house
if it came right. It has a emous lop.
gided porlico on it, and one day [ ask-
ed the man that lives there why it hap-
pened to be built that queer shape.

~*Well} says he, “the talk iz that the
man whe lived here first had n cousin
that was an architeet up Boston way,
and one fime the feller was down here
in 2 terrible fogey spell, and he was fiz-
uring out te his cousin how he counll
build a little portico of such and such
dimensions, measuring out into Lthe fog
with hia rule, and +o on.

“*'Twas in the late afternoon; ha
went off pext Jay Ly train. The foy
still Leld, and alorg in the morning fhe
man that lived here happened to notice
that tlie marks of the rule out inta ths
fog were still plain, 5o as he couldn't =
a-fishing lie took some lumber and built
the foundutions of this pertiea, ‘That
queer jog that makes it lopsided ia
where the wind bore in on the fog, they
say, and bent the rule marks in’ "

Fhere was a pause when the cuptain

finished. Then one of the olher captains

spoke. .

“*The next subject for discussion will
be lobsters,” he said, slowly, “"and 1 rec-
kon we'd better tuckle it while we've
got stren’th.”

The Prince and Princesa of WWalvea re-
cently stayed at Fsevick  Tark, near
York, on a visit to Lerd nnd Lady Wen-
lovk. Yserick is an Flizabethan house
in a rather fiat but linely-timbered park,
and large additiens were made to the
mansion by a forer owner, greatuncle
of ihe present Peer. The former Iar-
ony of Wenlock became extinet in 1833,

By Royal
Ahnointment

and 3 new Peerage wer ouferred siz
years later ou Nir Paul Reilby Lawley
who was a Yorkshire M.I" in many sne
ersgive Partiaments.  Eserick is really
tie same word (i Its nerthern or hard-
ened form) as Azlbridge. Lovl Browne
low's seat in the South of Englnml, The
house eontains & particularly choice li-
brary and a very valuable collevtinn of
picturea. Lord Wenlock, who waa Their
Hoyal Highnesers® bost in Yark hiee, is
a very eipable man of four-and-fifty who
has seen o geod deal of life, An Eton
and Trinity wan, he represenied Chester
in Parliament more than twenly years
azo, and wds aflermarda a suceessful
and popular Governor of Madras, He
was out in New Zealand anld Awnstralin
with the Prince of Walea, to whom he
has been a Lord.in-Wairing ainee 16801,
The Lawleys are a  elever fa
younget Brotlier of Lord Wenlo
present Governor of thie Transvaal), and
inherit the brains of their muother, who
was g sister of the late Duke of West-
minster, and ens of the mo<t charming
and gifted women in Esgland. The
present Laly Wenlozk iz sister to Lord
Harewood nnd the Countess of Daosart.

That Yankee farmer had a sonl for
art who declarad, after tong cantempla-
tion of Millets “Shepherdess™ amt lier
flock of sheep, “Ti is all there but the
bleat,”

Not all eritiea ave equally apprecias
tive. Millet. peazant and  painter  of
peasants, induced by the obinsensss of
the most famous eritics of his day te-
ward natural and unrcmanticised £,
once keld the theory thatr traimed eri
ism was valueless—that it was spoiled
by the very fact of traininm,

The geveral public. he thought, knew
hetter than ithe eritics; onl his own art
in partivular could be best fudged by
those whose life and liboura it portray-
ed,

e waa expounding thiz idea ane day
to a friend while his Iatest picture, en-
titled “Ruth and Hear” representing n
modern parailel ta fhe Riblirs] story,
stomd econspicnonsly on the ecasel in his
eottage studin at RBarbizon.

Just then a peasant called upon some
errand, and upen entering tha roowm
burat out langhing, Millet wi-hed to
know why he laugled.

“food zraciows, Monsieur Millel,” wan
the reply, “I'm laughing at your pie-
tuve!™

My pieturet” excluimed Mitlet, “What
is the mutter with it

“It is w0 fuany oxclatmed 1he man,
gazing delightediy at  the piclured pea-*
agnl bearing her barley sheaves. “"You
have hit it oif so well!™

“1iit oI whaty” inquired the ewilder-
ed arlist. :

Why, ron have painted so cenpitnlly
il constable arresting (e yivl for
stealing a bunvh of garlic?”

Alillet’s theerivs of art vemained un-
affected,  hut hia  ideas  wancerning
critivistm underwent a sudden chavge,
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