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Echoes of the Week.

Pressntation t¢ Lady Ranfurly.

The pictores which the cilizens of
Auckland presented on Saturday to the
Countess of Ranfurly sre & worthy mark
of the esteem and affection in which she
and her busband occupy in the public
heart. No two finer paintings have been
executed in the colony, I believe, and
they may be said to show the present
high-water mark of art in New Zealand.
Doubtless, they will be seen in London
by & lorge circle of persons interested in
urt, and will draw some attention to
colonial painters, and, while ome is de-
lighted to honour Lady Ranfurly with
the very best New Zealand ewn produce,
I do trust that some works of equally
great interest and merit may be ac-
quired for the colony. If, sa I venture
to think will be the case, thess pictures
create some little stir in the minda of
those interested in such matters, and
thet inquiries come to be made for works
of a similar nature. it may coms about
that Mr. Goldie and other artists will
send their chief pictures to England for
exhibition and sale, and that the eppor-
tunity for securing some fine examples
for ¥ew Zealand will be lost. Certainly
the encouragement piven to art in this
colony is not of & character to enable
an artist to pui either heart or his best
capabilities into his profession, “Ahl”
you say comfortably, “that is very die-
graceful, ‘art for art’s sake’ should be
the motto.” Bunkum, my dear sir or
madam, bunkum, an artist has a atomach
to £ll and a body to clothe, and hia
tastes and desires rur to beautiful
things, which cannot be procured with-
cut money; and he eannot paict his best
unless these natural appetites and in-
elinations ate in sgme sort gratified. And,
moreover, if Ar. Goldie is to paint more
Maori pictures, and if other artists are
to emulate him, our encouragement must
not be delnyed, The picturesque Maori
is passing, and the Europesnised native
is taking his place. From all other stand-
points than that of the artist, the Euro-
peanising process may be, nay, is de-
girable, but from the pictarial point of
view it ia deplorable. In a few years’
time Mr, Goldie, or any other artist, wiil
be unable to paint such pictures as those
which Auckland has presented to Lady
Ranfurly, for there will be no models.
Public subscription, aided by Government
8ubsidies, have done several valuable

worka in the colony, and I honestly think -

the principle might be applied to giving
Mr. Goldie a commission to secure for
our art galleries specimens of his paint-
ings of Maori life, L J
+ +* ¥

Auckland and the Cltizens' Ball.

When a Citizens’ Ball was firat mooted
23 & means of expressing to the FEar]
and Countess of Hanfurly the gratitude
of Auckland for the many goud warks
both kave done and fer the hospitality
dispensed from Government House, 1 ex-
pressed the opinion that a ball, for which
the tickets must of necessity be some-
what expensive, would not be an asbo-
lutely representative affair, and regret-
ted that some more genuinely popular
means of expressing universal admiration
and goodwill could not be devized. At
the same time, the article refeived to
recognised the difficulty in the way of
other propositions, snd warmly recom-
mended that as a ball had been decided
on, all who could afford it should ba
generous with their guarantees and en-
able those in rharge to make the aflajr
This was
certainly dene. No one who was preseat
at that brilliant furetlon can doubt that
it was by far tha largest and most
memorable socizl aucresy ever atiempted
or achieved in the hiatory of the eclo-
mnies. The scens when the magnificent
ballrootn was filled with brilliantls and
gracefully dressed women and thelr part-
ners oould not have been excelled in any

rt of the world, aod will cartainly
well Tong m the memories of all who
were preasent. And it was s subject for
pride that such = diaplay was possibla
in s0 young a city. Thosa who watched
the dance mual have seen the venerable

Agure of the Father of Auckland, thut
courieous and genial gentleman, Sir Joha
Logan Campbell, and must hava thought
curiously of the days when he saw the
apot on whith the dance was beld, and
when it was in the midst of a well-nigh
impenetrable ti-tree bush. Burely if our
ndvance in the past Rfty years has sez2a
the growth of & city able to pravile such
a farewell to its Governor and his ~on-
eort, we may feel confident that there
lies in this beautiful land an even more
splendid and prosperous fu'u-s for aur
children, and may feel encoirauved Ln
take our share in the work of inauring
the same.

+ & +

The Sarvian Horror.

The past week has not been over and
abore interesting from m =news point
of view, and the cables concerning the
Servian horror have probably attracted
the greatest attention, Every frash de-
tal which arrives concerning that foul
and treacheroua crime filla one with
amazenment and borror that such things
are possible in a European State in the
twentieth century, and that the needs
of diplomacy result in the practical
ignoring of the murders by the rulers
of other econntries. One does not know
which shocka one 4Lhe more, the out-
ragecus cruelty of the murders them-
selvea and the sickening mutilating of
a helplesa woman before she was
slaughtered, the truly terrible blas-
phemy of the new King speaking of tha
affair as the will of God, or, lastly, the
fact that jt is necessary for Britain to
temiporise in this matter, and to fail to
summon her representative at the Ber-
vian Court to leave the Capital, as a
mark of her abhorrence of a deed un-
equalled in savage brutality in the an-
nals of regicide.

‘We, of course, know why it is im-
politic for England or any Power to
openly and actively take a hand in
the extraordinary troubles and vendet-
tas of the Servian momarchy, and that
sny suddem or ill-advised move might
ensily precipiate events which -might
lead to things worse even than murder.
Again, the Balkan States and their sc-
vereigns cannot be compared with other
countries, and are perhaps past our com-
prehension.  Certainly  the fact of a
prople aceepting a revelution so carried
out, with the indifference and apathy
which have migmalised the Servian peo-
ple in this affair, is not to be easily un-
derastood by Dritishers, For those who
would like to get some idea of the pe-
culiar political workings, and of the ro-
mance of the Balkan thrones, I might re-
comimend Mr S8ydney Grier's “Unerowned
King” and “A Crowned Queen” They
are, of course, romances pure and sim-
ple, but aa is often the case, the fiction
gives a very admirable idea of the truth.
Both books zre highly exciting, the se-
cond-pamed, which is a sequel to the
first, being perhaps the better of tha
two. .

+ + +
A Good Golf Btory.
The 'Frisco mail always brings along

its crop of golf alories. Mere i3 ons, -

vouched for by one whose veracity is as
unimpeachabla an his driving. He waa
on tha links at Caister, in Norfolk, end
not knowing anyone, picked wp a gama
with an elderly Seotchman who was a
tenhandicap man while he was a sixteen.

The Londoner was a bit off colour, and
on starting for the fourth hola his op-

onent was three up. Thereupon the

t inuocently suggested that they
should kave w ball on the match. Tha
other was & eportaman, and, in spite of
his heavy handicap, agreed.

Finally the Londoter- won ths game,
The Scot looked nnspeskable things, and
after lunch be was Reard to remark to
& crony in the pavilion, nedding in the
direction of his late opponent;

“I¥ye ken yon young mon wi' th' wee
bittin moustache? Mon he's verrs hot.
1f ye're wise ye'll 20 play wi* him; but if
¥o do dinna bat mon, dinng bet.”

Some Ooed Yarne of Children.

That always amusing writer “Woom-
era,”in the “Australssing,” has 8. me good
stories of childrea Lhis week, which may
enliven the foregoing prosy pars s Little:

It was & rold nigit, & very cold night,
and litta Miannie, who was anxious to
get to bed, omitted her prayera “The
Lord woa't take eare of you if you for-
grt your prayers,” said the nurse, Mims
nie thought over the chances for a while,
aad observed, “Well, I furgot tuem omce
before, and I lasted till morning.”

The commercial zide Is very strongly
developed in some chlldrer, Even iu
early youth they are ready to swap a
marble for & pony earriage, In this
patticular instance the youngster had
spent a dull and fretful day, and his
uncle said, “You donr't look Lappy, Wil-
Le; would you be bappy if I guve you a
penoyr” Willia considered tue chapces,
and said thoughifully, “I think [ could
be happy for tuppence”

How soon, I wonder, does the scora for
the opposite sex develop im & boy., A
friend of mine was out for a waik last
Sunday, and, on sLopping to examine a
house that was building, they discovered
a dead man hanging to the rafters. Thae
youngster was quits proud of such a
sensational ending to a morning walk.
“"We don't go walking for nothing, do wa
father?™ he said. “Now, mother wouldn't
have found any dead men, would she ¥

+ * -

Vowaels of the Tummick.

All the foregoing yarns are gaood, but
here is ome direct from Home whiclh is
even better:

“The Human Body" waa the subject
set for an essay at a Board school. A
little girl sent in tha following. It is
absolutely genuine., It shows a most
delightful eonfusion of ideas, yet withal
& clearnesa of thought:

The human body 18 divided into threa
parts, the head, the chest, nod the tum-
mick.

The head contains the eyes, ears, nose,
mouth, and brains, if any.

The chest contains the heart, lungs,
and part of the liver,

The tummick is entirely devoted to the
vowels, of which there are five, namely,
a eiou, and sometimea ¥y and £

+* + +

Joke That Fallsd.

To convinee a customer of his pune-
tuality in business, & certain tailor wag-
ered the sum of £5 to 1/ that an over-
ccat would be ready promptly at T.15
the other night. The money was staked
and put in the eafe. At 7.10 the cus-
tomer entered the shop. The max of
cloth smiled glecfully, but the garmens
was not fortheoming.

The hands of the clock moved zlowly
enward—7.12, 7.15, still no coat. Ther
the tailor beran to look anxigua

At 7.19 exactly 8 young man rushed in
with the coat on his srm. The tailor
shook his flst, and said, “You viliain,
you have lost five golden pounds for me
by wour lazinesa!”

Without a word the taiier handed the
coat to his customer, together with tha
envelope contaiming the £5 note and the
shilling. “It ia n fair bet, and you have
won jt;” he eaid.

The amusing part of the transaction
is thot the messenger hrought he coad
irto the shop at meven o’clock. Im an
endeavour to be funny the failer toid
him tco wait on the opposite side of the
gtreet until 7,12, and then rush in with
the coat.

Unfortunateiy m friend came aloag and
invited the man to have & drink, as he
had flve minutes to spare. The result
waa that the messenger got a little mixed
up with the various clocks, and was late.

The customer handed the £5 note back
afterwardy to the tailor, who accepted it
on the conditiom that he should make
the winner a suit of clothes as a
mento of the ccension.”
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