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GENERAL NEWS.

In en Auckland drapery establish-
ment the nssistants’ etarted an anti.
slang club, with & comprehensive tarifl,
bat tlhe laudable effort quickly lapsed
owing to the ruinous strain upen the
members' finanees.

Mr H. Colling’ horse, Tide Wave, whila
being ridden at the Christchurch Hunt
Club®s meeting, fell at & tricky fence and
broke its neck., Mr Collins sustained
concussion of the brain, but recovered
consciousnesa at the hospital

The estate of the late Yon. W, Swan-
aon is valued at £60,000. The properiy
is divided amongwt the members of his
family, and the Public Trustee, who has
been appeinted administrator, is in-
rtructed to realise the property and
divide it as speedily ua possible,

Devonport Borough is estimated to
have a capital value of £405659 in
property. The berough rates or unim-
praved value, and anticipates receiving
from the property on the threepence-
three-farthings rate the sum of £1321
4/3, the rateuble value of the property
being £211,304. .-

A peculiar accident occurred to a Nel-
Bon resident. Whila sume coal waa burn-
Ing in a grate, there wa: o sudden explo-
sion of such forze a3 tov seatter picces of
fuel in all directions. One piece was
driven completely through thick cloth-
ing into the leg of one of the nccupants
of the room. The wound Inflicted wus a
very painful one.

Mr Laurenscn, M.H.R., writes remind-
ing the readera of the Lyttelton “Timea”
that Capt. Petrick ilroy, who died at
the Blui a few days ago, was none other
than the famous whale fighter immor-
talisrd by ¥Frack Bullen in “The Cruise
of the Cachzlot Mr Bullen dwells
with patriotic pride on Captain Gilroy,
who, he says, was unsurpassed as a
whale fisher or seaman by any Yankee,

“The Talkeries,” Wellington, so well
known os importers on & very extensive
scale of phonographs, graphophones, re-
cords, ete., inaevt a new advertisement in
this issue which will well repay perusal
by all interasted in these matters. The
firrn confine themselves exclusively to
ihis one line of business, and being di-
ract importers are able to offer anything
in their line at the lowest possible prices,
whilst their steck is thoroughly up-te-
date and being added to by svery mail,

The Premier makes the following an-
nouncement in regard to old age pen-
gions, Compared with what was paid to
March 31, 1902, there is for the finaneial
year just closed an increasa of only
£ 3000 for the year, ¥rom this musi be
deducted £1050 refunds by Couris paid
to the Public Account, and £700 due
in 1502, but peid this year, which re-
duces the increase to £1250. In other
words the expenditure of 1802 has been
beld in hend. This amounts to a sav-
ing on the esiimates of something like
£10,000. The number of pensioners on
the rolls on March 31, 1902, was 12,778,
and the number on the rolls or March
31, 1503, was 12,557, a decreasa of 219,

The memory of the late Miss McLeod,
one of the moet popular and highly re-
spected school teachers who held tha
position of infant mistress at Church-
street school, Ponsouby, will be usefully
perpetnated by echolarships epen to
children attending the State or any pri-
vate achool in Ponsonby, This was de-
cided last night at a meeting of the
eommittee, which was recently sppeint-
ed jor the purpose, Mr D, B. McDonald
presiding. Bub-commnittees wers mppoint-
ed to carry out the delnils, and it is to
be hoped that the scheme will meet with
complete success.

Colonel Porritt, of Paerca, has receiv-
ed a telegram from the Premier, stating
that he would be plemsed to unveil the
Bradford memorial at Pasroa on Batur-
day, the 16th May, if the tims suited
Mr Porritt hes replied, agreeing to the
date, and fixing 3 p.m. on the 16th for
the ceremony. The No. 1 Ohinemuri
Diiftes and the school cadets will hold &
daylight parade, and the battalion band
will also be in attendance. It ia intend-
ed to aak the business people to ohaerve
w half-holiday, and at the meeting of the
County Coundl on Thursday afterncon.
Iast it was decided to co-operate with
the Citizens’ Committesa in the oers-
mony, and no doubt the Councll will
4ake steps to suitably entertain the
Right Hon. the Premier on the occasion
of his vigit, - - -

An English {ourist, who has been in
wlmost svery habitable part of the glube,
speaking to B{r Donmne, Superintendent
of the Tourist Department, the other
day said the panoramic view from One
Tree Hill, Auckland, surpassed snything
be had seen in his travels. To his mind,
the view from BAount Eden, though un-
doubtedly a magnificent one, could net
conipure with that from One Trea Hill.
Alotgether, he described Anckland dis-
trict s “a really magnificeat one from
& pglobe trotter’s point of view.”

Dr. Pomare, sccowpanied by Mr Jaa
Mackay, has been inspecting ihe Muori
sctilement at Paerca, izquiring into the
sanitary conditions, and in an interview
with our Paerva correspondent, he ex-
pressed himself very strongly on the ahso-
lute want of pure water in 21l the settle-
ments, owing te the Ohinemuri river, on
the banka of which the natives live, be-
ing used as a sludge channel. The doctor
says he will not rease to urge upon the
Government the urgent necessity of this
matter until it is remedied, Several
natives have died within the lust few
weeka of aupposed fever, and another
Maori suffering from typhoid fever was
yesterday sent to the Thames Hoapital

_ by order of Dr. Pomare.

The City Council and the Tourist ide-
partment, are taking sleps to cpen up
the People's Park at Nihotupu and make
it attractive and aceessibie. The Tour-
ist Department have given L350, and the
Council £10 for this purpose, and it haa
been decided to eut paths throupgh the
park to the points of interest, to make
puitable camping places so that plenic
parties may light fires without danger
to the bush, and generally to improve
the park as & recreation ground for the
Anekland prople. The city engineer has
been instructed to prepare plans for the
improvement of the park.

In thig issue Mr Chas. M. Gummer, of
Karangihape-road, has on  advertise-
meunt which will repay perusal. Mr
Gummer has receutly started business
at 142, Karangahape-road, as importer
of cycles, sporting goods, gramophonea

" and the latest electrical and other novels

ties. Mr Gummer i3 also scle agent in
New Zealand for the Coventry Works
Company. of Birmingham Cyele and Mo-
tor Manufacturers, and the 3Melink
Manufacturing Company, Toledo, Ohio,
who mapufacture fire and water-proof
gafes, specially adapted for household
use and amall businesses. He iz also
sole agent for Dr Melcher's shower bath
yolke, which is far ahead of the or-
dinary shower, Illustirated pamphlets
and cireulars will be forwurded to any
address upon applieation. A speciality
ia being made of country business, and
aby orders sent by post will be promptly
and carefully altended to.

Free to the
Ruptured

Dr. ®W. B. Rice, the Well Known London
Bpecialist, Eends a Trial of his Famous
Mathod Free to AlL
There ara peopls who have been torturin

themselvan for years with trusscs. It s hope
their attent o will be drasn to Dr. Rice's
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MRE. ROPERT COCIEER.
offsr. Ad elderly snd retired Gentlem Mz,
Boberh Dooper, Little Flumatesd, Norwich, Bng.,
is ons of tha hundrsds dbtracted to thin genercus
sunouncement, and &4 & resalt hs is now com-

I.ntu:n.cmunhnmﬁ and recurity. Mr, Cooper
igoks back to the a1d duys of gruds matheds, snd

1 gnm halls the wondsrfnl method of
Dy, Bicass g marvsl God-arad 40 the precent
neraiions. nli msnme wrl L

B o Dt

.8 Rioa lne){ 118), 8 and 9, Etonacaiier Bireat,
don, Eng., and he will send yoa & free trial

af iis rermarkeble home oure for Fuptara, There
is mp pain, dungar, apsration or loss of time: by
Barting oW you w and well by saxly

, tendent at Goole division.

Commissioner of New Zealand
Police,

INSPECTOE WALTER DINNIE'S
APTOINTMENT.

{From QOur Speclal Cortespondent.}

LONDON, April 9.

Chief-Inapector Walter Dinaie, uf the
Crimingl Investigation Department, New
Beotland Yard, who has been appointei
Commisgioner of Police for New Zea-
fand, retired this week from the Metro-
politan Police Force on a well-earned
pension, after serving 27 years, and sails
for Wellington on the 23rd by tie Rua-

pebu,

Mr Dinbie is s men of the late Mr
Rebert Dinnie, who was well-known in
Scotland as an historian and poet, and
is &  brother of the famous
Donald Dinnie, champion  Seottish
all - round athlete of the world,
and was born at  Aboyne,  Aber-
deenshire, Donald, by the way, ia now
scitled down at Newcastle-on-Tyne. Mr
Walter Dinnie in his younger days was
a good athlete himself, carryicg off
many prizes in amateur sports both in
Scotiand and England Mr Dinnie bad
a sound education at the Aberdeen
Gramnir School, and for two 'years act-
ed as assistant elerk in the National
Bank of Scotland, but wanting to meo
mare of the world, Le feft the buank,
and in 1873 joined the West Riding of
York Constabulary, where he was at
once appointed as assistant clerk to the
superintendent of the Bradford distriet,
and subsequently clerk to the superin-
After sery-
ing three years with the view cof im-
proving his position, he resigned, and
joiped the Bletropulitan Police in Lon-
don in 1878, where again he was  ap-
puinted mssiatant clerk to the executive
branch of the commissioner’s office, und
was soon premoted to the rank of ser-
pgeant and clerk to the chief constable
of the Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment. In 1883 he began his career as a
detective, and will be well rememberad
in connection with the bringing to jua-
tice of many notorious eriminals. For
& time he devoted his attention to long-
firm swindles, such as Messra Hodge &
Ce., who had a large place in Oxford-
street, and obtained goods from all
parts of Great Britain to the value of
thousands of pounds, pemal servitude
being the result to various members of
the flrm. The milk frauds, Messrs
Plenty & Co., slse were stopped in a
similar manner. The breaking up of
the Londen Fire ring was entirely dus
to Mr Walter Dinnie, thia most dan-
gerous crime—aobtaining  money from
ingurance companies by setting fire to
private dwellings and coflee hauses—
having Leen earried on for some yeurs
with considerable euccess.  The result
of the prosecution waa that nine per-
aons were gentenced to long terms of
imprisonment. The Lever frauds on
Lards Dudley and Ioslyn wers detected
by Mr Dinnie, who recovered moest of
ithe money obtained by a woman whe
represented she was the danghter of
Lord Dudley’s trainer and temporarily
required money to make certoin pay-
ments during the absence of her fathLer;
two men were concerned with her, and
all were sentenced to long terms of pen-
al mervitude. Charles Wells, of 3Monte
Corlo fame (the man whoe broke the
bank at Monte Carlo), was arrested and
brought to Fngland by Mr Dinnie, his
system of fraud being to represent that
he had found the sceret of using ex-
Linust steam. He had elaborate engin
eéring premises fixed up in Great Port.
land-street, W. boats running on thae
Thomes, and @ beautiful yacht, upen
which he was enjoying himself with hia
mistress when srrested. This rogua
Wells obtained thousands of pounds
from philapthropic ladies and gentle-
men, and although he broke the bank

on one oocasivn at Moute Carle lie sub-
sequently lost mll e woun and alse all
ba had obtained by fiauld. He hadl rizht
Yyears' penal servitude im which te broed
over his lomsen  The robbery of Lhg
Duchesa of Butherlund's jewe!s wis une
of Mr Dinnie's importaut cases, und it
was entirely owing to his  pructical
knowledge of criminals which led to hiw
muccesa in tracing the offender {larry
the Valet), and bringing him to justice,
also recovering some of the most vnlu-
able articles of jewellery. The thiefl in
this case was sentenced to seven years®
penil servitude. The lnat, and probalb-
Iy ofi- of Lis moat importent cades, was
the extensive Hank of England forged
note emquiry, wihich lasted two years,
when, with the combined nction of Mr
Dinnie ond Tnspeetor Davidson, of the
City police, no fewer than 18 Persons,
mostly fereign Jews, were brousit ta
Justive, their combined sentemces &g
127 years. This was one of the gt
important prosccutions  underinien by
the bank for many years past with sn:i
great sucress. muat  wen with
much experienee in dealing with crimine-
als, Mr Dinoie could ensily fill & voliuae
or two with storics of engrossing inter-
est, but he is not surry to say he haa
not had many cases of murder ur vie
lence through his hands.  Most of lis
experiences bave been with cuses of
fraud, forgery, or blackmailing, anil
there ia plenty of acope for the wxercise
of one’s wits in auch cases as thuse.
One thing Mr Dinnie is justly proud of:
After he had been a little while in Seot-
land Yard he entirely re-organiseil the
syatem of registration of crimninala,
and lis new mystem is now being wdapt-
ed. Tho basis of It is that one Jdocket
is kept for euch offerder, and his whole
carect can be referred to in an instant.
Mr I¥nnie has also formed some decid-
ed opiniona on the evils of the short-
eervice wystem in the police. Every in-
ducement, by pension  and otherwisc,
should, he thinks, lic leld out so a3 to
retain in the foree the men that have
gained valuable experience. in Eng-
land most of the best mer clear out
and take their pension when Lhey ure
only 435, The luss that thut imeans is ea
pecially felt in the detective depart-
ment. A detective is at his best and
more valuable thun ever after he has
bhad 25 years’ mervice. Hisn mcmorien
nlone are imuneusely valusble to the de-
partment, and Le eouldl go oo  doing
most useful work uelil he is long past
sixty. Frequent changes “at the {op"
are also an evil, for no sooner do tha
superiors get to know the men under
themn  then they—the BUPETIOrS—- arw
moved or retired, and thers is ronsa-
quently disatrous waste of Iabour.

In the course of his long career Mr
Dinnie has been over and over again re-
warded for his energy end tact in pro-
tecting the law-abiding membera of the
commuuity agminat  the.  liwless by
hringing eriminuls  to justiee, snd  ho
holds seores of cummendutions from
judges, magistrutes, ana  the cominig-
missioners of the Metrupolitan  polive
IL i a great pleasure also 1o him to
know that he has left Seotlind Yard
with the good wishes of everyene in the
force, and of the many fricnds thet he
has made in the eourac of his sorvies.

Mr Dinnie, by the WY, ivoa marricl

man with five boys, the eldest 10 May
they all prosper in their now home.
— e
Arthur Adama' Maori opera, *Tapu,™
accepled fur production by Willinmson,
does  not  promise to knoek eation,

Judging by information from Muorilasl,
Arthur Adams js well-known here ns a
“Dulletin” bard with a nice turn for
melodicus rhyming, ond, Sudging on the
capabilities exhibited in his verse, be
sliould produce & neat thing in operas,
but the trouble is that the Maoari is too
nenr to the New Zcalander to hiar
idealisation. The opera would be more
likcly to auit in the Commonwealth then
in New Zealand, for the reasnn {hal over
hers we mee the Maori through n roman-
th and poetic haze, and know little of
his bad odours, bad labits, and invio-
eible floas,—*"Adelaide Critie,"

W. A. RYAN & CO,, vmTeo, «.
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. « The Oldsmobile.
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