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also as an intimatiicn to the world of
Ruasia’s readiness to fght to miintain
possession of Manshuria, The tem-
porary withdrawal was merely a feint,
awaiting the approach of tha Rumsian
squadron.

Russia has established a Conaulate st
Mukden.

Diplomatists at Pekin wers mstomish-
ed to tearn on Thurslay that aithough
there is plenty of available land at Niu-
chwang Russians bhad taken charge of
tract across ths river commanding the
terminus of the Shanbaikwan railway,
ostensibly for the purposes of a drill
ground.

Mr Conger, U.8.4, Mjnister, has wired
Mr Hay, Seccretary of State, that tha
Runszians had re-entered Niuchwang and
aubsequently retired,

Other reports state that they have
rgain withdrawn their troops from tha
forts at the mouth of the Liaaon River.

Mr Hay i publishing the despatches
relating to China; they show that Count
Lansdorf, on being reminded of his
promiees regarding China, denied Ameri-
ca's right to lntervens between Rusaia
and China. On being further contront-
ed with the pledges given by Russia, he
repeated that he was 2till for the open
door inm Marchurin in mo far aa that
word was understeod by HRussiuns,

THE BALKAN TROUBLE.

There are signs of disafeclion iu every
Agiatic battnlion in Albanis on learming
that it is to be employed on behalf of the
Christian cause apainst the Mussulmana.

Hilmi Pasha, by means of specious pro-
mises of brilliant employment, ia tryirg
to induce the Albanian leaders to pro-
ceed to Constantinople. He has arrested
twonty Albsnian boys at Prizrand to
send to Consientinople.

A bomb factory bhas been discovered in
& house at Salonika, kept by na Italian
woman. Five inmates resisted the
search, and threw bomhs at the intru-
ders. Two of the inmates were killed,
two committed suicide, and one was cap-
tured.

Thirteen Bulgarians defended another
house in Sulonike against ssarch, wnd all
were killed.

Ihe German warship Loreley, at pre-
sent at Constantirople, has been ordered
to Salonica.

The number of Bulgariana killed at
Balonica was below one hundred.

Btores of dynamite have been diseov-
ered at Uskub, where a Bulgarian was
arrested for firing the steamer Guadel-

viver at Sulonica on Tuesdamy, and en-
Znngering 160 passcngers.

Tha “Times” Sofla correspondent
states that Turkey, in a Note to Bul-
garin, refers to the exportation of Bul-
garian explosives, and incursions into
Macedonia.  Bulgaria objected to the
strong language of ihe Note, which was
ot formally accepted. The protest me-
cessitated an equally strong reply.
Pourpareers are proceeding.

The “Standard’s” Constantinopla cor-
respondent says there is am impressien
that Russia is driving Turkey into an
imbroglie with Bulgaria.

Other advices stats that Britain,
France and ltaly have notified the Porta
that indemnitics have been claimed I_Jy
suljects puflering by the Salonles dis-
turbance. .

Charges of dycamite wers laid be.
tween the bank and post office at SHal-
onica on Wednesday, and the batteries
were in working order. The wires, how-
ever, broke, otherwise the foreign
quarter would have been e.\'r\‘ded.

1t is reported at Buda-Pesith that 400
carriages of the Klausenberg-Kron-
stadt reilway have been ordered to ba
in readiness for the conveyamcs of
troops.

Two officers of the Austrlan General
Staff have arrived at Klausenberg. One
proceeded to Prideal, on the Roumanian
frontier.

Tue Turkish battalion st Okiride em-
countered a strong body of revelution-
aries. A hondred smoldiers wers killed,
and ten officers were also killed, and six
wounded. Seventy revolutionaries wers
killed and 21 wounded.

A fight occurred nat Baintza, near
Berer. Sixty Bulgnrians, including Delt-
peuff, their leader, were killed. The
Turkish cusualties were efght. Tidrty
boudes wers burnt.

The “Weiner Allgemeiner Zeltung”
says that Turkey is resolved to take
extranrdinnry measures in Macedonia.

Turkey insists on the withdrawnl of
the Bulgarian Bishep from Macedonia,
and the recall of the Bulgarian commer-
elal ngents from Monastlr. The latter
nra accused of complicity in the revolu-
tlon, -

Bulgeria bas appealed to Russia to in-
duce the I"urte to modify the minatory
note imsued by the Bultam.

While Avstro-Rumian influence ia dis-
muading the Sultan from #ggressive
Teasvres, Bulgaria is suspected by Ger-
many of prompting Turkey to s policy
of action.

Prince Ferdinand of Bulgaria ie in
Paris, epending his time in recreation
and gaiety.

A desperate fight took place near Ve-
les. A band of Bulgarians were sur-
rounded and loat 44 killed and wourded.

The survivors escaped during the
pight, throwing a collection of bombs
and inflicted great losses on the Turks.

The “Times” states that the Sultan
of Turkey has withdrawn his recent Nota
on Bulgarian incursicns into Macedonis,
and the use by the insurrectionaries of
explosives. This withdrawal was due to
the objecticna by Bulgaria of the strong
language employed in the Note.

Prince Ferdinand of Bulgaria is said
to be suffering from a bad throat. It
la asseried that a Macedonian pamphlet
accuses him of betraying natlonal ideala,
and threatehs him.

AUSTRALIA.

The Bank of Adelaide haa declared a
dividend of 8 per cent., and earried for-
ward £20,000 as Teserve-

Messrs. Huddart Parker’s s.8. Victorin
han been chartered to eonvey the Cardi-
nal and party to the Bouth Seas at the
end of July. -

The warship Phoebe has sailed for
Norfolk Island, taking the assistant ad-
ministrator, whe will make arrange-
ments for the approaching visit of the
Governaor,

The Mount Lyell returna from April 2
to 29, inclusive, ars 22,021 tona of ore,
together with 3520 tons of metal-bearing
fures, producing 450 tons of blister cop-
per, coutaining-—copper, 444 tons; silver,
48,843 ounces; and gold, 1881 ounces,

The Lord Mayor of Melbowrne,
in presiding over the Drought Re-
Uef Committee, read. s letter from
Mr Seddon eovering & donation of
£100¢ from Mr Hugh Campbell, and seysa:
“I need hardly state that the sufferera
have the aincere sympathy of myself and
my colleaglies, Had the peveral State
Governments acen 1the wry some months
ago to accept our proffered aid, I feel
sure material assistance would have en-
sted. It was intended only as a mneigh-
bourly aciion, and in the accepting of tha
offer no loss of prestige would have ra-
sulted to Australis.

VANCOUVER BERVICE,

Sir Edmund Barton slates that the
coniract is practically concluded with
ths Union Company, extending tha
Vancouver service for two years at a
alightly increased subsidy, The Federal
Premier stipulates that one of tha
ateamers should ba brought up to the
efficiency of the other two.

RATLWAY STRIKE IN VICTORIA,

TRAFFIC DISORGANISED,

The long-pending dispute between tha
State Government of Victoria and the
reilway employees reached & ¢limax on
Baturday, when ihe men went out on
strike.  The following cablegrams give
parficulara of the main incidents of the
great atrupggle: —

MELBOURNE, May 9.

Early to-day it was found impoasible
to carry out even the partial time-table
arranged yesterday, owing to there mot
being enough drivers aand firemen. A
number of those who wera expected fail-
ed to turn up.

Large crowds gathered at the Spencer-
street and other statioms to waich the
despatch of trains, including many of
the strikers, who used efforts to induce
those who bad taken their places to join
them. PEeyond this and & little heot-
ing, proceedings wera quiet and orderly.

It waa close upon eight o’clock bafore
the first suburban train was got awsy,
and very few wers despatched up to
neon,

The country service was cancelled, and
the sals of tickets stopped early in the
morning.

The usual meil train to Sydney wie

among thoss stopped.

The scene In the city this morning
was aa extraor oms. The travel
ling pullle, early realising that tha tem-

rary servica was a failurs, ruahed the
rame and 'buses, which put forth all
their savallabls resources, whils all' de-

setiptions of vehicles were eagerly press-
ed into the service. Bicyelists turoed out
in great foroe, but many thousands
periorce had to be content with walk-
ing.

From Princes-atrset statlon the only
servica to Camberwell was attemp’:zd,
and even thai was too great m str
Three trains were sent out early ig tha
morning. The £rst went turough ail
right, the second had not moved 10 yarda
when it broke down, and anly one had
returned up to ten o'clock. A similar
state of afaira prevailed in Flinders.
strect. Altogether up ito ten o'clock
cnly six suburban trains were despatch-
ed. Just as one wanm starting an zcui-
dent Lappened to the gauge. The velun-
teer driver and fireman jumped off, and
luekily nothing meripus resulied, but they
were relieved of further duty.

The Westinghouss brakes mot being
used, the majority of the trains are con-
sidere¢d unsafe with volunteer drivers

One of the early trainas was just
ready to start from Spencer-street, bat
when the guard blew the whistle the
driver took up his coat and stepped off
the footboard.

Two accidenta have been reported so
far. A train beicg taken out by & re-
tired driver for Port Melhourne ran off
the line owing, it is alleged, to the sig-
nals not operating properly. The iraffio
was blocked all the morning.

The second aecident was more serious.
A poods train from Benalla to Melbourne
was derailed at Avenel. Several trucks
and engines are lying across the track.
There ia great damage Lo the rolling
stock and permanent way, aad it has
been found impossible to clesr the line,

Crowds of strikers and sympathisers
gathered at ail the statioma.

The express from Syduey arrived anm
hour late, It is slleged that the delny
was caused owing fo the rails on & steep
gradient being greased.

All along the country lines live stock
ars being taken out and goods left un-
touched.

Excepting in the city and suburbg, the
mails ara undelivered, and there iz a
great block at the general post office. In
consequence of this the telegraphic
offices will be specially opened ot certain
hours to-morrow (Bunday), for the con-
venience of the publie.

The secretary of the Engine-drivers'
Azsociation is greatly clated ab the
breakdown of ihe serviee.

Fith one oi two exceptions the whola
of the members of the association obeyed
the call opuf.

The Government, though faced with
the fact that their promised service has
broken down, state that jn a few days
they will easily ba able to get enmough
men to earry out their promises to give
& fairly effective service.

Mr Bent declarea that he is confident
that the Government must ard shall
win. The sorrfeat men in the country
will presently be the drivers and fire-
men. .

The exeitement s at fever heat in tha
eity.

There ars police forces at the Mel-
bourne stations and policemen also ac-
company each train, but so far there hag
been not the least call on their ser-
viees, - -

It is rumoured that there is & possi-
bility of the shunters and enginemen
atriking,

It is reported that the fitters havae
wtruck, but the news lacks confirmation.

MELBOURNE, May 10.
provisions have advanced

Domentla
25 per cent.

The (Government freezing works have
closed down, owing to the railway strike,
throwing over 100 men idle.

The strike has completely dislocated
4irade throughout the Btats. Ona of
its mos{ merioua phases ia the paralysis
of traffic to the inland centres. Ths
possibility of a strike was considered
&0 remote that a majority of tha eoun-
try tradespeopls weres caught napping.
‘When it was sean to be inevitable orders
were sent to Melbourne in shoals, but
came tox late. At{ present there i no
proepect of a country train servies, and
the outlook if the strike is protracted
i» serious.

‘The signalmen ars waiting develop-
ments. It is understood if they conmider
ths Government's action merits suech a
step, or, if ealled on, they are prepared
to strike.

The tramwny emplcyees are not msso-
eiated, snd thelr terms of employment
guard against striking.

The sub-committea of Cabinet appoint-
od to dexl with the strilce holds esntinn-
ous uittings, wnd the men's execomtive
s in constant seazfon, The Government

in 8rm  and confident that they will
eventually win. The pwen are jubilant
of their suceess, and aquaily éirm and
confident, :

The fahing industry will suffer severe-
1y. About 500 flshermen have been vir-
toally thrown idle, owing to thers Leiug
o0 treins to carry the fish.

BYDNEY, May 10.

The first levy of the New South
Wales railwoymen in support of the
strikers, on the basis of one day's pay
per fortnight, resulied in £750, and will
be coatinued until the treuble is ended.

A meeting of the New South YWales
branch of the Railwaymen's Federation
to-day discussed the situation. Satis-
faction was expressed at the success ol
the strikers' efforts, and willingness to
increase the levy if required.

The tramiway employees are also mup-
porting the strikers, excepting as regards
bloeking the inter-State mails.

The strike so far has had little effect
in New South Walea.

MELBOURNE, May 11.

The victims of the North Melbourne
acrimmage were the driver and firemien
of the Karumburra train, who were
hooted and hustled by & crowd of staik-
ers, who tried tc coerce them to leave
work.

The driver refused, and was knocked
down and roughly handled.

He made his way throngh a crowd of
sympathisers. The efforts were more
successful with the fireman, who joined
the strikers, Two srrests have been
made, B

A few other isolated instances are rer
poried where violent coercion or threats
were employed, chiefly from the strikers.
Bympathisers with the men mre prevent.
ing themw from going to woric.

Passengers by the express to Adelaide,
amongat whom was the Hon, {. G, King-
ston, had mn unpleasant expericnce, hiav-
ing been left atranded across the points
at Stawell. Inspector Leslie as driver,
and his clerk 28 fireman, tock charga
of the breakdown, but & long delay
cecurred. At Glenorchy mmother engine
waa procured, but not sufficiently power-
ful, the greased lines on the gradients
slso impeding the progress,

ey arrived eventunally eleven hours
late. The strikers anticipate that thae
levy cn the railway men of other States
alone would yield £2000 weekly.

Speaking nt the Mayor's Barquet, the
Premier snid that come what might, the
communify must never allow the con-
trol of ita property to pass inte the hand
of any mection of ihe community what-
ever. They must mever hand down to
their children the heritags or surrender
and misgovernment.

The secretary of the Engine-drivers’
and Firemen’s Association etates that
out of between 1300 and 1400 members
not more than 15 remain in the service.

No trains were run yesterday.

The Eiate has received numerous of-
fers of asgistance, and intends to Tan
the Melbourne to Sydney express to-day
at any cost,

Beveral attempts to block traina are
reported from near Moomee Ponds, o
guburb of Melbourne, where a heavy
tail waa placed across the line.

1t is alleged that the causs of an eu-
gine leaving the rails at Fort Melbourns
wap interference with the pointa, Tha
derzilment of ar engine at Seymour was
due to a similar catse,

The goods sheds at Spencer-strect are
strongly guarded by the polics. Al
ready the shipping is beginnig to feel
the effects, aad ihers i3 m rush for
berthing accommodation. More vessels
will be put on, Delay is being caused in
handling cargo owing to the want of
reilway feecillties. -

The real pinch of the position will not
be felt for & few days. large firms
are taking stepn to reduce the mumber
of their hands ma & result of the
slackness of business expected hefors
the eud of the week, Beversl thousand
employess will thus be thrown idle

Tho “Argus” says that the strikers
have undersatimated the steady, deter
tained apd unfinching front of the tom-
mugity, which will oppose iy attempt-
ed dictntion of a amall minority. The
st tie Gover ts of Exrope huve
s short way through these msen. Ths
?.tl!ng:h ef & Demootatie Gavermment

soch an emergemcy has now
teated, to be

All the leading inter-State newspap-
ers publish leaders, condemnatory of
the men's actions, They consider that
tha latter were badly advised, and that
:hot‘blunder must end in & larting de
on!




