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Jockey lub. and Clubs racing at Alex-

andra Park all run their races right hand

ed, and there are a few country clubs that

follow the same practice, but outside of

Auckland this is not done anywhere else

In- New Zealand that I can think of. It Is

singular that in each instance referred to
the plan was adopted to suit the positions
of- the different courses. A majority of

horses will race just as well one way as

another. hut *hey want tv be work* 3 f*»>

••ordingly. Some never seem to be nu fait,

however, and judging from the number we

have seen roine right out from the rails

v/hon getting tired at Ellerslie, horsemen

of. the best have a difficulty they would
not experience on left handed courses.

“Javelin” hi the “Leader” refers to the
following inconsistencies:—lr* weight forage
races geldings are allowed 51 bs all the year
round in Victoria, anil 31b In New South

Wales: in theDerby and St. Leger geldings
have no allowance in Victoria, and 3 b In

New South Wales, and a filly’s St. Leg r

weight Is 3st 71b in Victoiia an.! Sst s’h In

New S nth Wales—2lb less,though nt we g’ t
for age It would be 21b more, the A.J.C. St.

Leger being run a month later than the
V.R.C. one. In connection with this matter
of gelding allowance, it would be tut renting
to hear the tillers of racing in Victoria ex-

plain. if they can. why a gelding should be

a flowed 51b in the Maribyrnong Plate and

nothing in theDerby or St. Leger! I might
heie mention that the Canterbury Jock y
Club geldings to carry the same weight
aS Colts in their Derby, while th-» . rckland
Racing Club in theirs allow a gelding 3’b.

We cannot speak with the authority of

experience as to how a course should be Kept
in order (says the “Australasian”), but wo

can state on the authority of a number of

practical men, who know Randwick, and
also knew something about the treatme t

of a racecourse, and the formation of train
ing tracks, that there is a great deal of
grumbling about the state of t?ie gallops at

Rjimiwh’k. Accidents occurred •’-onstu t y

during the late meeting. In all the laces f r

wiiicli big fields started there were falls, and
we never heard one of them set down to foul
riding. According to the critics the going
was bad owing to the practice of top-dr ’ss-

ing th? course with street sweeping, com-

posed in part of clay, instead of sand. On
the first Saturday the dust rose in <1 uds

as horses were galloping, while on Monday,
when a sandy course should have been ren-

dered as sound as Caulfield by r he rain, the

jockeys.'declared the going was slippery and
treacherous.

A writer in the New York paper, the

Sports of the Times,” commends the regula-

tion passed by the Australian Jockey Club
with i ogard to racing colours, and is of opin-
ion that the innovation would bo a most de-

sirable one in America. Touching on this,
the scribe says: “Just think back for some

of the, wonderful mix-ups at the finish on

leading metropolitan tracks, owing to the

extreme similarity of certain colours. I re-

member one case where three times the num-
bers were placed before they came coirectly.
and that was after a newspaper man went

from the Press stand and informed the

judges. Not so long ago, either! Ono horse

finished in the money, the other about
seventh: one belonged to a prominent east-
ern stable, the other to a western stable,
and the mistake was very easy to make, ex-

cept to a close observer.” “What an unplea-
sant five minutes a newspaper man would
have who started out to set the judge or
stewards right at any Australian metropoli-
tan track,” says “Pilot” in the “Re eree”
in referring to the above.

Orzil, who distinguished himself at the
A.J.C. autumn meeting by siring three
winners—his only representatives in his
first season—was bred by Mr J. S. Harri-
son (says “Ribbleden” in the “Australas-
ian”)', who; sold his dam. Merry Miser
(with Orail’a foal at foot), for 1050 guin-
eas, to Mr L. Brassey. who, as events turn-

ed out. secured a rare bargain. As a two-

year-old Orzil won five races right off the
reel, including the Woodcote Stakes and

the Coventry Stakes, each worth a thou-
sand pounds. Merry Miser has produced
seven winners, all to different sires: but.
according to the figure system, she is No.
41), which is rather a set back for the
thick and thin believers in the Bruce-Low
theory of breeding. Ursula, a half-sis-
ter to Orzil, by St. Serf, was sold not long

ago for 650 guineas, and Arabi, a half bro-
ther to OralI. by Bay Ronald, won two

good races in England last
season, and on

four other occasions gained a place. Bay
Ronald will be remembered as the horse
that just wrested the City and Suburban

Handicap from Newhaven, who, however,
won the race the following year. When
Mr I*. 11. Osborne died he bequeathed or-

zil to his son, Mr Harry Osborne, and the

successful young sire atII holds his place
at Currandooley.

W< ights for theNorth New Zealand Gnu d
National meeting were declared on Friday
morning—that is for the two chief jump! ng

races, the Grand National Hurdles and (beat
Northern Steeplechase: ami at the same time
the handicaps were issued by Mr Evefr for

the Wanganui Jockey Club’s Winter Meet-

ing, which Include the Flying Handicap, the

Century Hurdle Race, and the Wanganui
and '.randstand Steeplechases. Of recent

perform©! s up this way ever hurdles. Awa-
hurl Is the pick on form and at the weights:
of performers earlier in the yea-. ’. r-’simm

and Mars. Canuongate. of rim perfo-nirrs
over the Ellerslie country, is lemcinllv s -
leeted, a ut some of the wellncvfur.iicd hurdle
horses arc in on favourable terms, miu

Haydn, .he Grand National winner. ami s'v-

eral light weights must be allowed to pos-
sess <bailees. 1 shall refer more 2ul«y to

these events later on.

The Cambria Park Stud Company i»r" in-

creasing their stud, and have added six

mares thereto from the stud of the lion.

J. D. Ormond. They are: Guinevere, 3yrs,
by Sir Lancelot from Orientale, by Leo! inns
from L’Orlent. This filly is thus a member

of theNo. 2 family, and three-quarter sister
to Daunt Lute. 3yrs, by Sir Lancelot, dam

Lyrebird, by St. Leger from Lyie, by Pat-

riarch, therefore three-quarter sister to Re-

nown, a member of the No. 11’family.

Bequest. 6yrs, by Dreadnought, dam Legacy,

by St. Leger—Yattacy, by Yattendun, serv-

ed by The Officer. This mare Is a No. 5.

Anadyomine, by Dreadnought, dam Aphro-
dite. by Apremont. dam Watersprite. Serv-

ed by The Officer, a No. 14. Sprite, (i.vrs,
by Dreadnought, dam Elflock, by Norden-

feldt, dam Elfin, by Musket, dam Sylvia.

Served by The Officer. A number .13. Golf,

Syrs, by St. Andrew, dam Sabra, by St.

George, dam Miss Flat, served by Sir

Lancelot.

In days of yore, when match making wps

a much more fashionable form <»f amus?m nt

than it is at present, it was the custom to

write down on paper the names of m rses

with which owners were willing to make a

mat eh. Admiral Rons, who was the oracle

of the Turf in those days, after consulting
two of the owners as to whether they we e

willing to run, after also due co asideraturn.

and sometimes a scrutiny of a wcll-thi:nTed

handicap book, would stand up and sav
—

“Gentlemen, put your hands in your pock-

ets. You shall run the last five furlongs of

the Abingdon Mile for lOOsovs. 50 ferre t.

The Blank colt shall carry Bst 1011) and the

other Sst lb.”

2kll eyes were then turned on the two own-

ers. If, on examination, it was found th t

both of them held money in their hands, the

match was made and the half-crowns went
to the Admiral, who smiled benignly on the

holders and .pocketed the coins; if one only.,

held nionev the non-content paid him: if
neitherheld money t here was’ficiflier match
nor exchange of coins.

About the year 1870 there is’ no" doubt that
sport- at Newmarket was at a’very low ebb.
and matches helped to swell a card that
would have looked very weak for a day’s
racing without them. In later times, how-

ever, there was a fear of overdoing matters,
for with two or three matches hi the list the

programme frequently extended to as many
as ten events.—“Sporting Sketches.”

The “Indian Planters’ Gazette.” in re er-

ring to the fact that J. Lynch, who trained
for Mr B. Allen in India, was sui prised at

the neat get-up of the jockeys In that coun-

try. says:—“The colonial article, when h?
arrives here, however excellent a horseman
he may b.o, certainly takes no pains to •!< ok

the part,’ and yef. we are informed that thrse
are the crack representatives of t’ui ir i ref s

sion. A lecturing tour on the blessings of a

nicely-cut breeches and properly-put ; n b o s

would be a very good thing for the coloni's.
At present the colonial artist’s id<a of the
part Is breeches that fit nowhere, with but-
tons nearer the back of his knees than any-
where else; boots that certainly reach no

higher than three inches above bls ankle-

lM»ne. if an much; his cap be prefers to tie
on leaving his ears out. and his ja<-k<«t us

often ns not does nut continue in partner-
ship with his Iweeches until the race Is over.
The blessings of a neatly-tied hin ting s o k
or any other of the minutiae be ’s blissful y
iguoraut of. . However, by rhe time t at

India has done with him he. ns n mle. g ts

converted into the charm of hw-cches that

grip you round the knee like a porous plas-
ter, and Imots that fit to nmtcb nnd d » rot
give the wearer the appearance of being out.
on a shrimping expedition. Spurs als . a

knightly appendage that when badly put oi
Set the teeth on edge, are usuallv worn by
Hie colonial trailing over his heel*, ai d nr r
derous weapons they as a rule a°e. When
he has been in despised India he finds out
that the proper place is well >p above rhe
heel, amt sot on square with a longish strap
tinder the instep and a short ’mi on top. We
are doubtless a backward and benkhted lot
in many ways, but we do make an offoit in
s<»me directions, and this is one of th m.”

In the cotirso of an article on fho ”Pre-
«e<*t Law of Gambling.” -11. ’ in -Ihuley’s
. lagazinc, has (he following: Ia»l ns now
turn to a home field, namely, the turf, and
see how matters stand. Here a man mav
»et with a bookmaker for an indefinite per-

iod of success, but the moment he lust's
he may refuse payment, knowing ho is
prutechsi by the present Gaming Art.
which thus encourages and shields such a
contemptible and cowardly thief. Again,
we fine the man eaught betting in the
street, or tno publican allowing it on his
premises, but ]

can walk out of my club
and within a stone's throw bet in several
places with impunity, which naturailv
gives rise to the argument of there being
one law for the rich and another for the
poor. When we are told that the late Mi-
Fry was owed over 100,600, can it be won
dc-rcd that the ring are nil for bring li-
♦s'nsed and their debts recoverable by law.
A black list has been started by the new-
Licensing A< t. but if a similar list was
published of those who have not settled
with the ring, it would, I fancy, he some
what startling, and open people’s eyes ns
to how_ so-called, or rather miscalled,
debts of honour are treated by manv. The*

committee whit h lately investigated Into
the matter came to the conclusion that,
under certain circumstances, betting could
not be stopped, and very rightly so, for
if it were our national pastime, which is
dependent on the support of the public,
would <-<‘ase to exist. Surely, the efore. if

such be the
rase, it Is our bounder duty in

rc-turn to legislate for their benefit to* the

best of our ability, or else what becomes
of our vaunted Idea of fair play. At pre-
sent the man who’cau afford to bet In *’at-
tersali’s ring ran do so with comparative?
safety at most of our nuotlngs. but the
mine cannot be said for his poorer bro-
ther in the -outer rings.” whore thieves
are allowed to break through ami steal

with impunity, in the shape of welshvrs.
ticket-snatchers, and such like, whose ad-
mitted presence is a crying disgrace* to all
concerned. On the principle that, the
greatest good is that which affects the
greatest number, if the law would but

take prompt, and vigorous action to eradi-
<-atc this objectionable element, and also

t<> enable honest men. backers and layers
alike, of all denominations to carry out

their calling in peace, then in due course
Hie status’ of the turf would be greatly
improved.

: Thus. “Bondi,” iu the Sydney “Referee”
on starting: I once heard a young lad.v
warble, “I’m saddest when I sing.” and a
male brute observed she couldn’t be more
sad than those who heard her were. And

now that the Randwiek races arc over, it

occurs to me that if she were a man her

tunc would be altered to “I’m saddest when
I bet.” or rather when the day for settling
up arrived. Someone who had evidently
been indulging in that perniekity pastime
once wrote: “When we trouble to walk to

the starting-post for short races, and watch
the proceedings there with both eyes wide
open, we are sure to see something that
will repay us for the little extra exertion.”
That’s a fact -at times a fearful fact; one

calculated to cause us to sing inverted
psalms for the rest of the day, and fIH us
with a burning desire to kick someone, even
ourselves, rather than not kirk anyone at

all. A number <>f sprinters are not always
sent off on anything like level terms, even

by meatiM of the “gate,” fur m>me

stalls can still be u*>tked. Trier* get left
occasionally; noii-trler* stick to the mark
till it looks :>h If they had taken root in

their tracks. A hot favourite will suddenly
do a belief-titicen’s pirouette, and place his

head where hi* tall ought to be. ami to

own upto a painful truth which must of ue
have experienced, winners want a |Qt of
finding. And when you d<» find them you

occasionally have >onie difficulty hi finding

1 tie boukh* who holds your immey. How
pvophl dare <u bet on short s<-unies with
a tr«»op of runners ami a lot of littie
•’leather-flappers” in a high state of funk
perchvAi on fiery, haif.iamrd steeds, is sim-
ply marvellous. So much depends on the
start in these cases, and the start Is occa-

siunali.v made on the principle of “all toge-
ther, one after another.’’ This is often the
reason why a horse that doesn’t <-any even

the price of a big luer of the stable’s

money breaks away with a fine leml ami

makes every post a winning one. until ho
gets home: while, on theother hand, when
“the pot ’spur on,” It may boil over at the
start bef<»r»» any .-team is wanted. Starts

are not so bad <»n the big courses* but there

are some tracts where n big field fill thl*
place to overflowing, and how the run tiers
♦•an squeeze their way along Is a mystery.
It was one of these play-toy tracks that

a small buy with a largo hut level head
A-a»no to the starter's aid ami evened up
matters in a style that not Solomon in mH

his glory, backed up by all his wives. *ould
have improved on. ’l'lie horses wore doing
polka mazurkas “all over the shop.” ami

it looked as though the start might be de-
layed till the Day of Judgment, or a day or

two after, if the weather happened to be

inclement, when the mannikin, with the
air of n great general. <-alled out: "Now. all
you jockeys that ain’t jiggin', give Mister

Starter a chance, ami come back to the rear
rank along with mo. Any time this year

will do me to get away, so 1 enn afford t«» sot

you a fine example.” And. smiling sweetly,
ho headed his horse to a back seat, again
calling out ns he did so: “Now. all you

gents as is on the iob, get to the front, and

do yer d dest. We ll enjoy the tussle

from a safe distance at the rear.” About
half the field followed the young nipper’s
sensible example: the other lined up in

proper style, and everyone complimented
the tlag-fiutlever on having made the finest

start of the season.

TUKF TALK FROM THE

SOUTH.

(By Telegraph. Special to “Graphic.")

CU RISTI’ II t RCH. Sat u rdny.

The Christchurch Racing Club’s meeting
to-day, and the near approach of the

Ashburton County Racing Club’s Autumn

Meeting, have given a flicker to the dying
season. Moreover, the weather has been

tine during the week, consequently there

has been quite a mild revival of Interest
in the training operations.

Cerise ami Blue has disappeared from
the tracks with an injury which will prob-
ably keep him away from them for tlu-

rest of his life. On the other hand, Lolnh,
who’ whs sore after the Canterbury
Autumn Mooting, has resumed work.

It Is reported that Mr Gates conlom-

plates putting Benzoin into work again,
and, in the event of bls doing so. that
he intends to place him in Lewis’ hands. 1

hope, for the sake of a good horse, that the

son of Friar’s Balsam will not he Iraim-d
again.

Ixla, who was recently purchased by :i

local owner, is to be schooled over hur il .
A similar experiment wiii be Hied with uh
stable companion, Narcissus.

The half-brother by Benzoin to Welbeck
has been named Bueeleugh, and the colt by
Seaton Delaval- Lady Moth is to be known
as Silkworm.

Advance, with his injured leg om-as • I in
a plaster of Paris bandage, left for Wel-

lington on Tuesday. I have learned noC.,-

ing about his future movements, but I
should very much like to hear that lie was

going into a fashionable breeding estab-

lishment, stain on his pedigree though

CANADIAN-AUSTRALIAN LIRE.
BANFF. ROCKY MOUNTAINS.

Visitedby the Prince and Princess of Wales on their round-the-world tour

THE FAVOURITE SUMMER RESORT OF AMERICA.
THBBMAL SPRINGS. BOATING. FISHING. SHOOTING.

g Return Excursion Ticket, including (f* VS
SfOO all Rail and Hotel Expenses. ©O

SEE CANADA IN SUMMER.

Eu route to BANFF passengers pass through the Grandest Mountain Scenery in the world.

a
EXCURSION STEAMERS LEAVE JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST.

* Through bookings by the ALL RED LINE, the finest route to Europe.
MOANA leaves Sydney 18th May, and steamers every 28 days thereafter. New Zealand

passengers may connect,at. Fiji by steamer leavingAucklandtwo days after the dateof departure
a**aaif liner from Sydney.

UNION STEAMSHIP COMPANY OF NEW ZEALAND, LIMITED, Managing Agents.

TH
.

E A. & A. LINE Is recognised by the New
Zealand Government as the

Fastest Line t-o Great Britain, and in recognised by the New Zealand public as possessing tha
largest Trans-Paclfic Steamers(6.000 tons, twin screws, aud classed Al atBritish IJoyds),

CARRYING FIRST. SECOND AND THIRD CLASS PASSENGERS.

6 Days is the longest time at sea between ports.
17 Days completes the entire sea trip.

YOSEMITE VALLEY. GRAND CANON OF COLORADO. YELLOWSTONE PARS
make the OverlandTrip one of delightfuland constant variety.

NIAfARA PAITQ IS VIEWED FROM THE RAILWAY
HIAUAKA TAA-iLO carriage windows.

A. * A. LINE KOUND-THX-WOBLD PASSENGERS have choice of any line acron the

Atlantic, also of any line homeward via Suck or Cape routes.

Fares: £l6 to £l3O.

HENDERSON & MACFARLANE,
Fort St, Auckland.
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