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After Dinner
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Echoes of the Week.

The King at a Bull Fight.

“The King can do no wrong” is a goad
loyal sfter-dinner sentiment, hut I fancy
most readers will be somewhat sorry thut
King Edward should have let himself ba
persuaded to be present at a bull-fight,
even though, a8 was cabled, the horns of
the bull were blunted se that the affair
was, ad alleged, = mere exhibition of gym-
nastic pkill. Those who have, like the
writer, been unfortunate to see a Hpanish
bull-fight, wil wonder sowewhat in-
credulously if this couid have been so,
and will suspect that the facts are being
glossed over in the nopc of stalling off
the adverse comment which is sure lo
pour through the press of the kingdem.
Feeling against the bull-light has always
been very keen amongst Dritishers,

*though ihe Spaniards and Portuguese
angrily urge in opposition that our prize-
fights are infimtely more bratal, and that
more men are killed at football in o sea-
son than in five years of buli-ights. But
in the prize-fizht competitors have fuir
play. There are no old screws of horses
brought in to be deliberately and merci-
lesaly disembowelled, and allowed o
drag their estrails round the ring till
they drop from exhaustion. That is what
happens st a bull-fight. The poor brutes
are blindfolded, and when sonic unfortu-
nate is ripped opeu im a more shocking
manner than usual, ihe audience applaud
&3 when o singer gains an exceptional
note. The women delight in the gare and
mess of it all, yet they ave the softest,
gentlest, mest voluptuous-loeking women
in the world, but when excitement s at
its height watch their eyes and read the
Innate possibilities for ecruelty there.
They are far worse than the men, huk
then that is not peculinr to Spanish
women—women, I take it, all over the
world pre wore capable of cruelty Lhon
men, and also, let me sdd, less innately
modest. And, having nttered these ivo
blasphemies against the alleged “gentle
sex,” perhaps I had better change the
subject und look out for squalls next
week.

+ + +

Exit Chapman.

But, by the way, Fheaking of compari-
sons of cruelty ’twixl men and women, a
man of flendish and flnished capacity for
cruclty was put out of the way this week
when the poisoner Chapman was hanged.
The acoundrel must have had a persua-
sive tongue and gentle manner, for none
of his vietims seem to have suspected
that he ‘#as slowly doing them ta death,
and amiling secretly as ke watched their
agonies with the air of a eonnoisseur, and
the eye of an artist, at Lis business. His
enjoyment of thie writhings of his sue-
ceasive wives was well disguised under
the mask of tenderest affection and soli-
citude, which he affected with such sue-
cess, that kad it not been for a remark
to the doctor which gave his knowledge
of poisona away, he might have been
alive now and st work on a fourth or
even a tifth Mrs. Chapman. Murder for
gain, jealousy, or hale, i comprehen-
sible; but imagination shrinks appalled
from the tusk of picturing the pleasura
which this human flend derived from the
intolerable sufferings which he inflicted
on the women with whom he wad cohabit-
ing, and on whom ke lavished tle endear-
ments of the fondest busband. Yet
women have been equally cruel, ns wit-
ness Mra. Flannizan and Higmins, hanged
in Liverpool for wholesale murders some
twenty yvears ago, and the infamous wom-
an at Home who 20 groesly ili-treated
her own daunghter some time ago, not to
mention the woman Drake over here, who
1s now undergoing her utterly inadequate
gentenoce,

+ * *
Ths Hoolizan Nulsanos In
Theatrss,

All theatre-goers in the colony Tust
uava been pleased to hear that Christ-
ghurch  “Truth” hes taken o stand
against the pit and gallery hooligans
‘who have for years been allowed such
licenss, that they have begun to make
theatre-going & perfect ordeal for ra-
mpectable citizena, thelr wives, and wo-

men folk, Time after time I have pro-
teated in this and other papers sgainat
the apathy of the police in the matter,
and suggested that an example should
be made of some of the ringleaders. The
efforta of “Truth” in thesame direction
would seem to have been equally abor-
tive till the paper got tired of worda
and took Lo #ction, annouteing that its
special reporters would be in the pit to
take the names of the offemders, and
that the same wonld ir due conrse be
published. Likewise it compelled the
police te send some plain clothea “bob-
Lien,” with the result that the hooli-
gans were discreetly “mum” and, ac-
vording to the telegram, “behaved as if
they were in church.” The example is
one which should be followed in every
city where the nuisance prevaila. In
Wellington there in nothing of the Fort,

but in Auckland, Christchurch, and
TDrunedin, the strosgest measures are
necessary. Not coateot with innne

bellowings and leolings, the hoolizana
openly chalf and deride Loth women and
men while making their way to their
seata, and have lately added to these
pleasantries the pretty custom of spit-
ting on the heads of those below, whila
during a recent season  in Auckland
variety was achieved Ly flinging light-
ed matches from the gallery to the
gtalls. The amount of smoekiug which
frequently goes un between the acts,
and even during the performance, is po-
sitively disgraecful, and regard for the
public safety rouse ihose in authority
to eompel an attendance of plain clothes
police to pul down so dangerous a cia-
tom.
+* + +

Infanis In Arms Not Admitted.

I suppose some molhers will write me
down a selfish animal, but 1 siacerely
long for the day when the legend, “In-
fants in Arms Not Admitted,” will ba
displayed at the entrance of every the-
atre auml pluct of amusement in the
colony. The rule is now universaily ob-
served at all first-class tientreas in Eng-
land, and in the coramon intercst should
be followed liere.  The amount of dis-
comiort caused to hundreds by one
restless or queranloud  infant i3 incati.
mable, and leuda the thoupghts of luw-
abiding people in the direction as to
when homicide or infanticide ia justifi-
able. Nor can it be urged that the par-
ents who bring them really derive en-
jovment which would compensate for
the suflerings of others. They alwaya
appear to me to be prefoundly miser-
able—and, indeed, if they are not, they
must be the thickest-skinned of human-
ity, for if looks annd mutlered awear-
words could kill, they would die many
deaths. Then there im the painfully
quiet infant, who has been obviously
and Theavily drugged. It, I think,
is even more disturbing than the noisy
variety, for one can’t help thinking how
it must suffexr for its parenis’ pleasures
next day, and the ides of the poor
brat’s awful and unmerited headache is
always sufficient to spoil my enjoy-
ment. Of course, it wiil be urged that
unless a certain class bring their child-
ren to the theatre with them they ran
never come. No doult thia ia so, but
what will yout It is one of the disad-
vaatages of marriage! Hard lines, no
doubt, but it oughin’t to be helped.

+* + L]
Bring Back Thoses Baublea.

. Although America repressed her de-
termination as long ago as at the signing
of the declaration of Independence that
she would hava “no durned titles” in
the Land of Liberty, the degenersta
descendants of George Washington and
the rugged men who laid the foundation
of “the greateat nation on airth, sir,”
are in the present aga hankering after
the forbidden fruit and worrying round
after ccats of arms, genealogies, and
tha other attractions of Durke and
heraldry for people who have made a
little at “something im the ¢ity.” Tho
Yankee goes nbout lue researches inta
his forbears’ doings and life history in
& characteristic manner. Ho strongly
belicvea fo tho power of the prees, and

{s evidently quite willing to accumulate
information in = delightfully free and
easy styla upom matters which have
alipped the fumily memory while tho
family was busily engaged making dol-
lars out of pork, or seme equally aris-
tocratio calling where peopls usually
have crssts, coats of arms, and ali that
sort of thing. Here are some genuine
advertisementa clipped from an Ameri-
can paper by the fu\‘. mail, which show
how anxious soma people are fo have
their native worth stamped with the
hall-mark of a rexl live crest:—338..«
WRIGHT.-—Const of arms wanted of the
Wright family from the Rawley Hills,
between Worceatershire and the War-
wickshire, Englund. One Peter Wright,
in 1714, was owner of tha anvil and
vise manufactory in England. Had son
Timotly, who had szon George, who had
son James. Information wanted of th
family.—A.AW. 340 —LEITH LYNCH.
—Cort of arms asked for op the Leith
family of Cheltenham, FEnguand; the
same wanted of the Lynch family from
Ireland, of which Thomas Lynch, of
Lynchburg, Va., and Bishop Lynch, ol
Dublin, Ireland, were said to be mem-
Lers. Thomas Lynelh was a patriot of
1776, and & signer of the Declaration of
Independence, —W.IL L. 343.—BEEK-
MAN--Would like descriplion of the
authentic coat of arms of ihe Beckman
family, of New York.—J.C.B. 33—
VAN ZANDT—Wnnled, the origin of
the Van andt family of New Jersey
and the ancestry of one Mary Van Zandt.
—AR 333 —WICAMORE—MeINERY.
—Ancestry desired of Stepliem Wigmore
and wife, Bridget Bclnery. They had
daughter Catherine Joscphine.  Waonted,
cort of arms of either family—C.JF.W.

+ + +*

‘The Pea Rifis Fland.

The juvenile pea rifle fiend is, 1 no-
tice, on the worpath again, his latest
prank being & “pot phot” at a pnssing
train, which broke ile window of onc
of the ecarringes and wounded a passen-
ger, who was {as on exchange puis it
with some quainimness} “apparently
much aanoyed at the securrence.” So
one would imagine, and it could searcely
Lave solaced his feelings when, on being

proseeuted in ihe Police Courk, the pee-
cant youngsters were merely severely
reprimanded. Fm not vindiclive as 4
rule, but I think under such circumstan-
ces a few slrokes with the birch might
Lave a deterrent effect on other young-
sters who perambulate the country wilh
these really dapgeroua weapons or the
aimost equally miscievous catapult. 1
have heard of several really bad acci-
dents lately from both these offensiva
arms, and the number of windows brok-
en must rejoice the hearts of glaziers.
Only last week a fair-sized bullet whiz-
zed in to Lhe drawing room of & friend
of mine,-shattering a window which
cost over a pound to repair and norvew-
ly missing a child who was playing n
the room. It's all very well to sy
“boys will be boys,” but sote of them
are regular yomog “devils,” and  will
smash windows for sheer enjoymeut of
breaking g'ass and the pleasure of o
rhase from an elderly persouage like
myself, whose wind is not what it used
to be.

Tops Are In.

Speaking of boys, I notice this week
that tops, the whipping sort, are i»
las any reader ever fathomed the pride
lemn of who sets the fashivn in the mat-
ter of street toya! When tops conm
in marbles go out—go out to the very
day, end when tops have bhad their duy
they as suddenly and myateriously make
room for hoopa. You never see & boy
with & hoop in the top season or with
marbles when hoops are In season, so to
say. Now, who is the man from Cooks,
in this fashion, which ia as the law= of
the Meder and Persians? Opinions sre
invited.

+ + +*
A Business-Like Young Woman,

The following letter will euliat Lhe
sympethy of all right-minded prople: -—
To the Editvr: Sir,—Would yvou b so
good as to tell me the way in which I
can ba cured of anything—I mean cur-
cd 50 aa to bave my piclure in the pap-
ers with a nice Jot of print underncath
saying “this is the picture of Miss
Minks, who owes her bright and ami-
mble choracter to the use of our pills.”
I am mot reully i, you know, excerpt
for griling & hbeadoche  sometimes,
which o cup of goud strouy tea dues
world of gued for. But Mra Beass, in
this street (she only luried Mr Brass
hardly a year ago, and she is now set-
ting lier cap at every yorng man in the
pluce}, she’s had her picture in the pa-
pers aa “a charming and ettractive
young widow swho owes her good health
and ler undoubled power of fascination
to-day to the use of Slink’sm Slush for
Beur People.  And 1 think 1 ought to
have wy picture in. I've had a real nice
photo. talen, showing me in evening
dresa; and it weuld look well in the pa-
pers, I'm  aure—far beifer than that
stuck-up Mrs Brass, who is 30 if she's a
day, and whe powders and paints. But
T dwn't want to be put in nw being cur-
ed of anything nasig.  Conanmption or
appendicitis or nervous prostration. doe
to high society, ploase.  AMra lrasa was
cured of something with bile in it. nnd
mentioned her stomneh. I don’t want,
Please, to mention my atomach. I don't
think it is proper for a  rrapeclalla
single girl, whatever these widows may
eare to do. But you may say I waa
fading away like r fower until 1 took
Hock’s Giigantic Uplbuilder of the Con-
stitution: or that I wasc ill and lan-
guid and had no enerzy until § tried
Buckup’s Bitters. T Ieave it to yom,
and hope to see the photo., which T en-
close, published soon with sonie testimion-
ial-—~Yours very faithfully, Theedura
Minks, Teltehody. P.B—T have brown
curly hair, bright, expressive eyes, nmd
an amiable nature; these might be wen-
tioned im the enre.—T.M.

Wili some medical tirm please oblige?

SURGICAL MAKUFACTURIXG ©O.,

(Dept. N.Z.) Robber Works, Brosdhasid,
Npam MincureqaiFr, F¥NQLAND,

Burgieal. Mcdical, Hospllal

- Geode, Rubber Manutaclures
of overy do~oripticn. Auny aps-
cial Artcle in lHudber Goods
mude Lo ordar. Gaoda not ap-
roved of Exchanged. Illus
rated CRigvgues FREX

on
receipt of two stampa.
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ORANGE PEKOE. HILL/TOP 3

BROKEN ORANGE
PEKOE.

TEAS - -~

Obtainable from Grocers Only.

PACKED IN
CEYLON.

WHOLESBALE OFFICE:

28, Shortland Street.
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