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welcome. Me travelled in  England,
Beotlund, France, Germany, and ltaly.
Of himself in his youth he wrote: “Ay
sars quickened at the sound of un-
corking the wine-Hask, for I took great
pleasure in drinking uand in fair array
and jo delicate and fresh cates™ 'This
character he maintained more or lesa
all his life, for he was a most genial
companion, and nuv man has ever lived
who enjoyed life with greater zest.

The town marshal of Elnora, in In-
dians, was called to the telephone tha
other day by Jubu Ketchem, a farmer,
who lives eight miles away. “You have
& warrant for my arrest,” shonted Ket-
chem, “Plense be good enough to read
it.” The ofticer id na requested, ani
ndded: “Consider  yourself in charge.™
“Cerlainly,” replied Kelchem, “I
plead guilty fo being drunk and incap-
able,” The officer then called Judge
Hustinga to the telophone. who sevevely
rebuked Kcetchem, amt  fined him nre
half-penny, and twonence  costs.?
“Thanks,” enme the weply. “Monucy
shall be sent on by neat post.

Greul preparations are being made hy
the Dominion Guyvernment and by the
Canudian Pacific Railway for the advent
of new retilers in the swestern part of
the Lowiuinu this spring. This month
500 funiilies will avrive in Manitoba 1o
acttle on land secured from the Govern-
ment.  ‘They : re gong ito the Dominion
from the United States under the aus-
pices of a Roman Catliolie inission, whoa.
headquarters is in Minnesota. At He-
gina, still furllber west, seltlers ave ex-
pecled na suon as the weather permits,
nutnernus land prants having seen talen
up in that district, with tie result that
fund values have fveveased very materi-
ally.

America is exploiting o new avstem ol
advertising the lowest novel. The book
must be monhid, choked with anguaish,
and purple passion. The author dis-
appeara and lewves a note beltind, sayving
this vale of tears is besoml him. His
publisher =ends an wnaounctiment of lia
death 1o the papeye, amd aflixes it to all
ndvertisements, wonled sauething like
the follwing: — SNOOKS-—y auichle.
Edwin Angelus 8nooks, poel and maen of
genius, and author of ~Dut of the Lime-
light” (just publishedi, in his twenticli
yeur, ete., et

He was & mmn of ahont 45, <hort and
atout, and dressed like those extiremcly
impecunious inanciers, the Yarva-bank-
ers. His clothes were very old and very
mixed, nd looked as if they had eome
to him throogh w loug =
ers each more poverty-str
previous one,  His nose was ted, avd lie
Lol o vicieus eye. I appeared at the
window of a small suburban post oflice
pear Mclbourne, sond saal Lo the young
man inside, “L sug, young feller, do T get
them inrosne tax scheditles here?” “We
supply income tax schedules,” replied the
youth. “Wll, gimme one, will you?” The
postal official lovked nurprised. "You
know it isn't necessary to fill these in nn-
less vou are earning alwut 8/ a doy,” lie

i “Oh, { know all about that, replie:d
hent, UEm not eaviing eichi farthings
a day, but early t year | carned about
£15300, I Loused it up in seven months,
aoil now T'w rather inferested, wonder-
ing haw the GUovernment’s ;_-ui#g to col-
lect my incowe tax”

The new combe opern, in which Miss
Edan May = to make her re-appearance
in Londow, is+ now io uctive reliearsal
The eontracts with Mr Iaul M, Potter
tof “Tritby” fame). who has written
the libeetio, and with Mr Leslie Stuart
for the music, were male nearly & year
ago, hut Messts Charles Frohmano and
Uearge Falwardes, who ave to produce
the upera. huve only reeently received
the completed work. The pivee is in
three acts, amd i eniitled “The School
Jirl™  The Hest acel tukes plece in tha
gardens of A cnavent ie Taris, which,
with their nir of &eclusion, will form a
delightful contrast Lo the seene in tha
second act. This prasents the iuterine
of o atorkbroker’s aflice, with elerks nnd
typawrilera at work om the detnils of a
truat Aotation. In this acens, Miss
Fdna Moy, the school girl of the firat
act, in misteken for the new typewriter,
and hecomea the reeipient of tnnumer-
able confldences, which heighten the in-
trigua of the piece. The third act s
set in & Paris studio. In addition fo
Mina Fdna May, Mian Hilds
Moody, BMisa Mario Studholme, and

Miss Ella Bnyder--a rare quar-
tette of beauty and taleni—have
been engapged for leading parts, and Mr
George Ldwirdes hus induced Miss Vio-
let Cameren to return to the stage in
order to ging the importamt “pumbers™
allotted to the mother snperior in the
firat act,

It is fashiomable in Worcester, in the
United F£iatea, to take cast out for
walka. This practice is not unkovown in
Engtand. A common sight at 5t Al-
bans evers morning is an elderly maidea
lady taking her tom ent for its consti-
tutionnl, a Jazctice she haa never missed
for years. The cat is & fine epecimen
of its breed, with the sleekicst coat of
black, relieved with & whiis “eravat,” ot
epot, under its neck, and white pawa.
Its owner has had epecially made for
it & red leather leading strap, which i3
altached to red leather haruess, whica
fita over the cat’s sheulders.  the eat
practically leads the Tady, who all the
tirue keeps up 4 TuBning converaatioa
with her pet. It is understowd that the
suthoritien of the eathedral Grew the
line at the animal leing present at the
Sunday moreing services when its mis-
tress appeared there wilh it.

“Why must a driver of an aulomobile
look Hke a mountain goal in order to
keep in the fashion?” Swch is the prob-
lem propounded by s correspondent to
an FEnglish paper. The growing weird-
nesa of motoring  clothes, he  asserts,
mukes the motorist such a fearsome ob-
jeet that  awme  reform  is  urgent.
“When I purelased my motor-car,” said
one prominent business man, “T thouyht
it was for the purpose of riding aboul.
The real objeet, however, seems to be
to pive motor-ear tdilors a chance to
seil ane strange parmeunis that T do not
want, but wkhkich are considered indis-
pensiibile for everg well-conducted suto-
mobile establishment. An<d the fashions
are getting worse, Tha driving-cosatis
are becoring bheavier and  more  uns
wieldy. An able-bndied man feels help-
Jess when bidden in oue of these hulky
garments. A smwall man looks like a
doormat, while the fat man resemldes
an animated ball of fur.” A denler in
motoring garments sadimitled tlat the
teedency was towards more ample and
expensive  conis tHie  defended the
i goatl bsgidse” by emphasis
ing ity warmth.  The public in general
does pot view the unew fashions wili
approval.  The  other day the prond
owner of a 20 .. Mercedes stosl on
the pavenrent in front of a Tall Alall
Clab, st ng into the depths of &
Trage ha ered coat. A coxtermion-
ger who wilness the operation stopjed
and regarded i with tender inter
“Ullo, matey,” he said, admirinals,
“hit's  lovely. Cut us off a pup!®
Similaddy a street urchin, after wander-
ing around a shagry maotovizf o Re-
gent-sireet, in 0 vain effart to disrover
“which end hites,”” eame o a bhafiled
halt, and exclaoned, “Bow-wan, Fiilo—
shake yerself.”

A New South Wales federal legislator
became the vwner of o new motor Jaunch,
and with n seleci party he started it
on its maiden trip down Sydney Har-
bour.  All wene well until the refresh-
ment call at Clarke l:iland came o an
end, and en attempt wusa made to re-
sume the journey. “Juat tr-n the litila
wlheel” ordered the legislator with the
easy conlidence of the expert.  An obliz-
ing member of the pariy turned the
wheel. wit' the determination of an ex-
perienced, miner at o windlass. Bui
willtont success, When he gave up all
took turms at turning the wheel, but to
no effect. As a police boat approached
the owner of the inunch was foreed to
hoist signals of distress. “We'll tow gor
bacl,” offered the policemnn; but ech
an indignity was teo much, and ihe
affer was declinel.  An hour wos spent
in trying to master the mysteries of the
machinery. Then one of the water polies

aid, “1 think you turn that wheel to
make her ya,” and suiting the action to
the word lin sent the lnusch skimmning
over the harhour. Afterwards it wans
necessary tn slow down, and the Jaunzh
suddenly ennre to a stop in mid-harbour,
neor ile berth of HALS. Phocbe. A sug-
gesiion to make fust to the man-o™-war
and obtain assistance wan mat with the
objection that the rentry would peob-
ably order the bo t away. “if he doeﬁ
1'll vote againat the naval mibsidy,” sai
the owner of the launch; but happily
stick an imperial tragedy was averted,
and the motor wam nnees more put in
working order. seat, without warning,

it dashed siraight for the side of the
Phoebe, and the ramming of that mun-
o’-war wae averted only by the promp-
titude 0. a Melbourue visitor, who gave
the launch a sudden tura at immingnt
risk of fallin~ into the mouwu of m biz
shark which was hovering about.

The recent unforlunate illness of the
King, which caused the visit to Chats.
worth to be pusiponed, brings to mindg
the enormous cost which has fo be borna
by entertainers of Royalty. A week-end
vigit from King Edward, if he were on
your vigiting-list, would cost you just
about £5000, exclusive of special enter-
tainment. Lord Knollys, King Edward's
private secretary, writes to the host,
giving the smallest details of cverything
requived, and all the King's likzs and dis-
likes. His Mojesty takes his own cigars
with him; he ie only allowed five a day
by his doctor. He wust not be served
with Indian tea, but prefers the China
kind, Tea, by the way, ia the firsi neces-
ity in each day, and the host is instruct.
ed fo have a service of it taken to the
King's bedchamber at 8 a.m. Breakfast
must be ready to Lhe miante at nine, and
served in the King's private room. Lorl
Knollys instructs the host that King
KEdward is not allowed bread, but, to
keep his weight down, must eat rusks
instead. The King breakfusts by himself
ond mest of the morning s takzn up with
Htate business. When thatl is finished,
His Majesty joins the house-party. A
list of the other guests has to be sub-
mitted to the King, before he comes, for
his approval; in faet, he suggesis him-
self the numiber that shall e asked, and
some of their names. Jf you are asked to
a housc-party that includes the King it
is equal to an annguncement that tha
King wants to see you, and it is just
es uzfgent that you should go ns it
wonld be if yon were commanded to
Windaor. DBesides this the host mnst
aend the King a list of Lhe ammscments
he is preparing tor him beforeland. Af

this time of year thers is sure (o be =
day's shooling, and if there i3 anythiog
interesting in the neighbonrhood ao ex-
cursion must be arranged to go mnd wes
it. Lunch, at two eo'clock, costs, with
wines, about five pounds per head. Oniy
the fineat and cosiliest viniages in the
world are o .red to the King. Then
comea the afternoons shooting — King
Edward is one of the best shots in
Eritain—and when the shooting party
returns there must be a pood solid tex
ready for him in his rooms. Dinner is at
eight o"clock. I% is especially 1. 3 down
before the visit that dinmer must not
last longer than an hour, for King kd-
ward dislikes dawdling for & long Lime
over desseri and wine, as the Georgian
hubit was. He drinks little, but of finest
quality, and the dinner wii cost & clear
gix pounds s head. When the ladies
have gone the King smokes his fourth
cigar of the day, leaving one for the lasi
thing at night. When the part~ moves
{0 Lthe drawing-room there will be some
musie, which settles down into m;ds
wuntil bed-time. In most games the King
stakes in five - pound units, but when
“pridge” is played this is reduced to half.
erown poiots, which of course comes oub
very high in each game. It is altopether
forbidden, by the way, for anybody to
withdraw for the evening uniil the King
pives the sign, and breaks up the party
Ty rising himself. When he pgoes up-
stairs King kdward has supper jn his
private room, becominz host himself, and
invites his entertsiner and one o two of
the men to join him.

————————

A liltie coogh will take you off

¥When you the least expeet It

If you doun't try to make it iy,

Put happro to neglect It

¥or conghs luerease, and Dever cease,

When once their fooling'a sure,

Yet at the start they all depart
Wlih—

WOODS GREAT PEFFPERMINT CURE.

PAINLESS T)ENTISTRY.

G. Zinzan Harris,

SURGEON
DENTIST,

WYNDHAM STREET, AUCKLAND,

LATE OF CHRISTCHURCH.

{Two doors above National Bank of N.Z.)

Teeth Extracted Palnlessly by the ald of Nitrous-Oxlde Gas
and other anmsthetics. :

GAS ADMINISTRATION, 6.

EXTRACTIONS, 3% and I/~

ARTIFICIAL TEETH OF PERFECT FIT AND NATURAL APPEARANCE.

A FULL HET {top and bottom) from

TEETH FILLED from .. - -

GOLD FILLING from .. - -
The most modern method of CROWN and
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RINDGE WORE, which s certalnly thes besh
method of ruplacing decayed teeth, 1s done st equally

Reasonable Foos.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED.

.+. THE ...

NATIONAL

MUTUAL

Life Association of Australasia Ltd.

Head Office for New Zealand—

CUSTOMHOUSE QUAY, WELLINGTON.

FUNDS OVER -
ANNUAL INCOME OVER .

. £3950,000
£500,000

Rates Low.

Bonuses Large.

MONEY TO LEND ON FREEHOLD PROPERTY.
AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE COLONY

Send for Prospectus.

J. KEW HARTY,

DISTRICT MANAGER,
Quesn Street, Auckland,

ORTON STEVENS,

REBIDENT SEOBETARY,



