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Frank T. Buﬂ_gﬂ.

The author of that fascinaiing  sea
wiory, *The Cruise of the Cachalot,”
forms the wubject of “an article in
“AM.AP” Nearly forty years ago e
wan k stredt mrab earning hi_q'liling-ﬂ
Hearven wave the mork!~-hy holding
horeen, selling newspapers,
like, nnd rteeping oftemer than not wikh
little but the velvet pali of night to

eover him. A feaw wecks sincc he wasz

the guest of the evening at the Auvthors”

Club, A fine achievement, this jomp
from ¥eif o novelist, had authorship

Teen his adie all along, but an absolute- -

v marvellous one wnen one  conriders
that ne thought ol writing entered his
head till within the last decade, and

when ome learns the stoxy of his pre- -

vious Hfe, For the firat nine yeurs of
his life he waa o hoppy child, lovingly

vared for by his wunt, & pour dressak. -

#r. If many yenrs were to pmss before
the liternty seed in him was to pernin-
ale ard {roctify it was esrly hmpanted.
Flis aunt pnasessed w few books, among
theny “Luradsse Lost,” and before the
<hild wus five years olil e had. read Mil-

ton's great poem twice throwgly “argi- -

ments” and all, 'Thiv was the first mani-
Jestption of an abiding passion for read-
ing, und one cun froce the Miltonie in-
finence in Mr Bullea's deseriptive pae-
suges: -gorgrous i word-painting, grand
in coneepton, aml  breathing  p ospirit
of the derpest piety. Mearcely had Le
acquired the threc 5" than his wnn
wank Dbencath the horizom with tropieal
suddenness—-a0 doubt, he thonght for
cver. He foll intw the clutches o1 o step-
mother, more stouy-heartedd  than Ox:
fovi-atract, amd jn his onn words there
citlee i plaer  of love, ediwation, and
sympathy, “hunger, blows, ant  severe,
exhaustmy lubour teom six in the morn-
ing 1D ceven at night, and an atmo-
kpheyve of vile rnage' Hemember
that Be was a very Sitle oy for his
irs. Lle eseaped from this hiervilte
travesiy of a hone, became, a~ already
mentioned, o street araly, and then toox
o the =ea, tor leng hanpered junoob-
taiting berths by hos tiny <fzo. OF his
pevils havdships, and Ulysses-fike wone
derings as o osaner onc lved ot speas
he

came Lo him he was pe
velupingr inte A tharoug,
1 bul an ea

s ik aid, by wintever wane we des
signte il a wondesiul Dwrning peint e
Tt cureer ovenreimy iu Port Condmers,
Ny brenght hine up with aovokwl tarn,
He wias ol onothi og hey pats i,
Wb TwWelty sone, s rese as high as mate,
Lut e had not sulbeient money 1o pay
The foes 102 pnLsters exaniipation, whicl
cubloguintly speaking, e voshd have pass.
i von s heal IES2 found M on
shere onl ol vorl, penuiless, auld with
aowife and chihl to support, 10 the baby

near de-
Dlack-

was plumgs, the pavests were well-nigin -

starving, when e obtained post as
eomputor {aosept of jonior clevk) in the
Meteerolopical (Mlive, aadd thaonghit him-
Acll o Bothachild,  But ws the years mind-
eil by hix guiver Gillet, awl bis salry
of L2 8 week seenred Jess prineely than
nt the fivst Jnsh. Little mouths want-
ed Toml, Htle feet 1equired 1o be shod,
sl he v at bis wits' end hiow o map-
plemient his incowe. For & Jong time o
never verurred 1o bime Lo write--it tan
sebdom does 1o the en who have seen
lifee without the varaish—-but ihe fore-
oploined caie ta pass, amd he commene-
ed writing, 1 three years he nuule une-
er awl delt  dimaelf o whastly
Thea Iie went an article Lo the
oruhill” whivh was printed, and My
21, leo Nirachey bedaine bis literary fo-
thers It il was nal until the “Urnise o4
the Aulot wns pullished  in 1aine
ahnt L enwergetl from the gloviny wonsd
of poverty on to the smiling. svulit plain
of stiweess, The unknown dinlge of Ehe
Mete rical  tice  smidenly  foung
himsell the object of the outspoken ad-
mirution ovf men like Kipling aml the
mukt faumots eritien of the day, ot lw
haedd littie henrt Lo eojoy his lnnrely, top
with hine wps the grawing memnry of
the eloved buy -bis yomngest  child-.-
who el died the very day thnt the
“Cochulot”  wasn weeepled hy  Mesnea
smithy, Elder and Ca, Binee then he ban
mendily advineed with “ldylla of  the
Sew,™ which smeone wittily ealled “Uhe
boves of the Whaln “Uhe lag. of a
ea Waif,? “With Clheisl ag &ea,” and &
werics of ather noks, ilawn Lo s luless,
“A Whaleman's Wile,” tow long 1o o

what “yon’

3 the stary las been fold as none
vl couhl {elliv in his buuke As ~trength .

1= e

ment upon here. Let us see how he Jooks
in the plenitude of his success. Long
veurs of bitterness, suffering, and priva-
tion have pot failed to leaxe their ime
print. He can be ws jolly as & sandboy,
bhut i reposc his fnce is very sad and
enreworn.  Pliysieally, he is o man of
smeonaiderable build, though I should be
sorry fur the hooligan who “touk lim
on,” with black hair and beard, heavily
shot with grey, a promiuent nose, and
purticularly fine keen Lrown eyes.  Un
the whole, & trifle Sewmitic-lovking,
theugh he comes of Doract atoek. - From
the nbove, there is obvionsly no plysi-
ral vewemblance letween him and the
ved, torpedo-bearded truculeat little ruf-
fian of Mr Cuteliffe llyne’s romances.
Yet there iam a. certain mentul affinity.
My Lullen lacks Captain Kettle's fero-
vity and punctilio, Lut, like him, he is
& “man of bis lands,” has the same sirong
vein of religious feeling—-f he does not
proselyiine with u six-shooter—aud the
same taste for weinl mwusie.  Captain
Kettle found soluee, if his sudience diul
not, in the concertina, aml a coneerting
apd & gramophone are amongat Mr Bul-
len's playthings. Oune juay ndd that at
pue Llime bhe was @ strenuous open-ais
preacher, Accustomed from emrly youth
to severe toil, he gety through u wonder-
ful amount uf work. TFive Lhonsand
words in a day, wrilten in an exquisitely
neat and legible lhund—for he has al-
ways taken a physical joy in the merc
act of writing—is notling to him, and
for the last thiree years he lias been very
busy lecturing, with great aAuccess. He
jx only forty-six, so, although lie haa
wchieved much in & short time, who shall
wny what he may vet do in the fnturet

—r i ———————
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The Baikan Crisis,

NOTES ABOUT THE
COUNTRY.

A FEW

Albanin formns ihe sauth-wesiern por
tion of the remaining immediate pos-
sesxions ol Dnrepean Turkey, and ex-
tends from the principality of Monte-
negye on the morih to the river Arta,
which separvates it fr Greeez on the
~onth.  The Albunian land is rewark-
ably fertile—Imt througt hui rule and
tLe ndolent avl hresponsible elaracter
ai the people, this fact is 8 wegiizible,
ar at least a neglecied, quantity. The
Mbagians  themselves [orm a peeuliar
people  called by the Tnrks, Arnauts,
pl by themeeives  Mkipetars. Their
lungmage in the view of lord Ftvapg-
fovd, “is muve clascly eonnected with
1ireek than with any other Indo-Eure-
pran language existing or reconded.”

The Mbuanians wre. “hal wivilized
mountaineers, frank to & fviend, vindie
tive 1o an enemy. They are irequeutly
wmdey armra, snd wie more devoted 1o
aeblery than to enttle-vearing and opri-

vulture. They live in  perpetual
village being  at  war

cubour, and evin the sév-

al guarters ~7 the same town earrys

ing un mutoal hostilities” Many of
them  ~erve as wmereenarics i other
countries, and hithertn  they  have

Tormed the best soldiers in the Turkish
army. At vne time the Albuniaus were
all © W but aftey the death of
their dast chick, the herve Sewnderberg,
i 1467, aad Lheir subjugalion by the
Tarks, a daege part breqme Mobamme-

dany,  vhoe  distiugnished  themaselvea
thenceforaard by Lol erue amd
frenlwery, Their rebelliona ainst

Turni-h tale bave been namerous, Lut
act penerally very formidable.

The Dnsstan greupation of Bulgaria
wis ddisenssed as o possible event of tie
eureett year long before the DBalkan
sttt hail renebed  jts present  de-
srer of wn acute ovigine The ideal of
ihe vreupalion of the peninsole with a
view to a Mediterronean “frontage™ s,
ol eourse, a5 otd as Peter the Grent.

Vontenegro, the liitle  Principelity
which the Caar lag recently been arme-
ing, hus the distinction of possessing a
ipital o Cettingi (o Cettigne, o it
b5 somelimes writlen} with a popula-
fion of wome oue thiousand peaple.

Tuvliey wmy he mid ow to be besat
by enemies on every  side—Servinns,
Iblearians, aand Montrnegrans to the
okl wnd swre-cuat, Albaninns to the
wenl, Macedgninna to the sonth, while
an the eant there is molthing  mcre
Iviewlly tlum the Argenn Sea,

1t musl not Le supposed thint beenuse
Ptisin wnl Austrie ore acting in con.

cert that their joterests are ultimately
in common. ¢ muin feature of the

- Near Eastern policy of buth Germany:

and Austrin lws beem to prevent the
westerly enrrnachment of Russia. They
may be said to be the only iwe
nations .in & formal and exsct sense
diveetly iniorested in the maintenance
of fhe status guo on the peninaula,
With the other powers the governing
prineiple 33 A very gensral and indi-
rectly involved but a highly important
one in thé maintennues of the “balance
of power.” Italy i3, hiowever, interested
in the faie of Albania, for vbvicus ress
sons. .

Turks, Greeks, anrd Albanians form
0 per cent. of the population of Euro-
pean Turkey. . .

Mirrovitza—a town in Albania about
which we gre Learing much just now—
came into prominence lrst year hy thae
expulsion therefroms hy the Albanians
on Seplember 3 of two rervants of the
Russian Cousnlate. Subiequently the
people of the town and the surround-
ing distriets were disgtmed by the mili-
tary auihorities, and the sitaation
greatly improved. . P .

The Macedonian share in this general
revalt is the enlminating point of pro-
longed and careful orgunization with
the ohject of obtaining radical reformr.
‘The Macedonian Comaitree which was
recently broken up Dy the DBulgarian
Government throughh 1lhe influence of
Ruxsia has been .a poverful agent .in
favour of revolt. The mnin demand of
this Heuthern people is for the intre-
duetien intp. Macedeonia and the vilayet
of Adrinnople of reforms avalogous to
those pgiven te Crete,  'I'his - demand
was afler the nmssacres of November
last supporied by Russia and Austrias
Hungary, and later by Germany.

The Turkish Army i3 organized on tha
tervitorial system, 1lie whole -empire
being divided iuto seven territorial dise
tricts. Br the reerviting Iaw all Mus.
sulmans are liable to militory service.
Christians  and cevtain, wects pay an
exemption fux, The cavalry are set
dewn at 3535005 the setillery (174 fickl
and 22 mountiain hatievies) nt 34,720
with 133G guns; the en
aud the infantyy at o8
tolal wilitary  strength is estimated at
128,000, with onlv 1,090 to 18000 with
the culours; while Bulgarian claims to

have an army of 130004 meu of all
ranks, o -

The Burglary Epidemic in
Auckland,

A sevies of burglaries in the Awckland
elistrict 11as been reported during the past
week, and the disconcerting epidemic of
erinie hus not eoncladed, so it Belioves
residents to be exceudi

uly careful in
“locking ap,” and to place portable valu-
ables safely out of the reach of mid-
night visitors, The lutest report of o
burglary comes from Northeote, the vir-
cumatriees proving that it must have
been cotamitted by o dering “old hand.”
Even yachts ju the harbour have not been
overlooked, & nuwber of - thefts  from
them having beeu veporied, :

The Lurglury at Northeote oeciired at
Captain Slaitery™s vecidence on Sunday
night. The captain had diawn his pen-.
gion last woek, and he might have been
expected {0 have n temipling  sum | of
numey in tlie house, hut fortunavely ha
paid a number of accounts in Anckiand,
#ndd when he retired on Funday evening
there was between 10 and £12 in gold
utid notes in the eush box, which wag kept
in n chest of drawoers in his hedvoow. Ars,
Sianttery ot up ot four o'clock on Mon-
day morniig, and saw the drawer open-
el This eaused her 1o exnuine it close-
1y, mank she was sfurtled to find that the
cush Lox lud disappeaved. The house
wia exomined for traces of intruders, and
the front reoomn wimdow waa found open.
It hiad Leen closed, but not fastened, on
the previous evening. There were ten
persone xleeping in the Leuse, and the
thicf, or (ieves, must have posgessed
copsiterulle norve Lo enter Captain Slnt-
torrs bedvoum, seeing that iwo or three
ather bedvsonis hud to be pasacd befora
it could be yeucheld. Notfhing waa atolen
exceptiog the cashlwx, with ita eontenta,
Thix i uet the fivst robbery at Captnin
Rluttery's house, one of the youug men
staying with him having lest a smull sum
of muney u few weeks ago,




