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Manala.
{Sev Tlusirations pages 728 and 720.)

. A TARANAKI TOWNEBHIP.

Mansin is altusved in the cemtre of
4he famed Waimste Plains, and is dis-
tant ten miles ‘west of Hawern. The
town ia alean aad well-kept, connidering
the limited finanses of the Town Board,
¢be otreets are broad and the general
appearanos of the place denotes proa-

ity. The Dectagon is in the centra of
{;re town, forming a distinct feature
eompared with other towns on the Wesi
Coaat. A few years sgo & portion of
the town -wes destroyed by fire, the
Mannia Hotel and neveral other business
rentses, Including tha Bank of New
aland, being demolished; but thess
have been restored hy more hn.pnamg
atructures, Aanais is ess
farming and pastoral district, and ao‘ml
nn.nhrm--rebnhelaanmtlum-
madiate of the town Of
course grazing is the shisl soures of
income ta the Qistriet, dairying being
extensively followed on  mlmost every
holding. Within thres miles or so of
£he town -two of the largest dairy fao-

#ories in Parsnaki—Riverdals and Kau-

konui—ere  estmblished. ‘Beyond,
irying the industries of Manaia and
, dts district are few., There used o be
& large flourmill in opermtion, ‘but it
was burnad down. A bovril manufzc-
tory -wsm sterted, and sfter tunning for
a tinre was dlosed. It is .m quiet-going
little down, whers business people do a
steady irade, .supplying the numerous
srants of ihe surrounding settlers.
Mangin Is ‘of recent growth, anf only
. lately attained ‘ita majority, The Amt
pale of land on the Plaina was héld in
the latter end of 1880, and in the early
“purt of ‘the Isllewng year » start was
Juade to Tome & township, Messrs Lang-
ley Bros., .mow of Kawhia, erecting the
first building, which they opened as &
‘store; Mr T. Tloyd fellowmng shérily
afterwards by building the Manaia He-
“tol. “The main Towd from Fawera to
Opunake wan formed, bridged and metal-
1ed before the land sale, thus the early
psttiers bad :mwy ncoess Lo their hold-
ings. Manaia at this time and until
pomme three ur four yesrs wfter, wna
guarded by & karge fores of mrmed con-
wtabulary under {then) Captain Gudgeon
wnd CGaptain Teylor, the men being lo-
cxted at the fort, mow a well-kwmown
Jandrsrk and a-token of the dxys -when
‘there was & feelimg of deep nnreat on the
‘“Waimzate Piaims. It ‘i easy for “those
"who were 1ot there to speak flippanily
of the econdition of aflairs when tha
district was only sparsely settled, :and
the natives liable to rise at any time
against whom they considered white in-
vaders, Fortunately, there never -was
eecznion to “take up srmm on,the Wai-
‘mete Plains, though several times the
outlock was none too geod. At thetime
of the Parihaka effair two corps were
Taised by Mamaia wettlers, s mommted
forea being captained by Mr W. L
Martyn, .and e faet corpa under Oap-
tain O'Brien. Though the services of
these were not required, it is needless
to eay that they were prepared for a
fray at any time. The last time the
natives showed a rebellious apirit was
when a large foree gathered at Mr AL
Hastfe’s farm snd cormenced ploughing.
The Maoria were quickly and forcibly
ejected By the settlers. This was the
closing scene of their trying to sasert
their right of possession—a  veritable
dying effort—snd perfect peacs has pre-
vailed wver since,

* Manais contsius many substantial
buildings. There are threes commodious
hotels, extensively siocked atores and
drapery establishmeents, two banks,
=mrhilet blackamiths, wheelwrights and
«very other line of business are repre-
wented. A lirge public school, under
Mr J. K. Law, is well atbended, and an
effort is being wade to establish a dis-
trict high .schocl. There is a -reomy
publio hall in the town. Religious de-
nominations are represented by Preaby-
Aerian, Anglican, Romsn Catholio and
Weslaysn churclres. Regular stock salea

prise—Messrs J. Hunt (Chairman), .
A. Lisnbrick, D. Craig, A. L. Young and
F. 4, Wilka. The Waimate Road
Board, a body econtrolling a long length
of distriet roads, meet at Manais, the
chairman heing Mr T. A. Bridge, with
Measrs ¥, Witkie, A. J. Hastie, W. D.
Powdrell, T. Hurley, C. Davis amd W.
Borrie as members, Mr J. C, Datson
is » ‘eapable and painataking clerk to
both bodies. In the sentre of the Octa-
£on ntands a handsoma and striking
monument, bearing the following inscrip-
tions:—“This monument to the vfficers
and men of the Armed Conatabujary and
of the Patea Field Force, whe were
killed during the operations at Patea
wnd ‘at Ngatapa in years 1868-8, i1
eracted by the officers and ‘men of the
ALC. Foree—Majorm Von Tempoky, Hun-
ter, Captaina Ross, Brown, Buck, Pulm-
wr, Lieutenanisa Hastings, Hunter, Ser.
gosnts Cahill, McFadden, Kirwan, Max-
‘well, Heterakan, Menzies, GCorporals
Blake, Ruszell” On the opposite side are
the namen of the places whers the brave
fellows fell:—~“Turutnrn Mokai, Te
“Hgutu-o-te-Mamu, Ts Raupuru, Okotuku,
‘Ngataps, Karaka Flat, Otanto” The
death-roll of constables, privates and
mottlers is & "heavy one, occoupylng &
aide of the momument, and the names
given are—Constables Bmith, &hields,
Holden, Ross, Beamish, Bwords, ‘Gaynor,
Femon, McKoy, Elkin, Fennessy, Hart,
Davies, Farran, Gilgan, Lee, Satler, Path,
Urquhart, Fastwoed, Normau, Rogers,
‘Kenealy, Brown, McEwan, Bawyer,
Anslett, Clarendon, McKenzie, Cummina,
‘Boyle, Barrass, Clowen, Howe, Banks,
‘Horapeol, Bmith, Barith, Stephenson,
Flanm, Gundry. Privates Wallace,
Eerr, Geary, Huphea, Lumsden, Deeks,
“Wells, 8mith, Collina, Devon, Kenneally,

. Nogua; .sattlers Clark, Bquires.

Turning from grave te gay, Manuaia
was always a great sport-loving place,
and horseraciog flourished before a roe-
ing club wxistad. JIn.the eaily doys
-many o.keen and exciting contest even-
inated on the Mansiaz road, & level,
-atraight run between -the townehip.snd
the bush, Saturday gfternocns heing aset
apart for matehes. A live racing .club
was formed, but when the reduction of
totalisator permits waa brought abtout,
Mannip was one of the clubs that "had
to suecamhb, and the organisation was
Wdeit Bunenﬂng with .a credit balanoe of
about £150, which sum hes since earn-
ed & .goodly amount .in interest. A
trotting club ran for two or three meet-
ings. Cricket was a popular game in
the A.C. daye, bui mterest hos waned
Now all the enthusinem of plainamen ia
given io foothall, and the Waimate Club,
with its senior and junior teams, holds
capital record. Arownd DManaia are
many champlon footballers of .the past,
the Good Bros., Lambie, J, McCarty,
"Hughea and Bolger occurring to the
“writer as players who have ‘well upheld
+he honour of Taranaki between the
iposta, Bowling is also & popular game
on the Plains, the Manaias preen being
equal to any on the coast. A well-kept
tennis ecourt adjoins the bowling green.
A rifle club 13 another of the institu-
tions of Mamaia. It has ‘& numercus
membership, intluding some erack shots,
A hockey club fnds considerable sup-
port. There is a pretty reereation
‘ground in the -wauburbas, ‘the old A.C.
camp adjoining, and at these plaees lei-
sure hours are spent pleasantly, The
watch-tower is kept in good repair. From
‘the top & splendid panoramic view of the
sweeping surrounding eountry is obtain-
ed. The Round Bush Reeerve, wnather
of the beauty spota of Munain, is within
sany distance, and is largely frequented
by picnickers,

Closs to Manmia nre weversl well-
known -stud farms, Measrs J. D, Mit-
.chell’s and .Andrew Hastie's beawatiful
places having reared Clydesdales that
have well upheld the prestize of ths
Pleins us & horsebreeding centro. Then
there are Messra R, 'W. Foreman, J. J.
Campbell, Sellays, Washer, Forayth, and
others, whoss sheep and cattle have been
prominent at shows.

There ia an ﬂ%ht - page tri . weekly
newspaper—the “Waitnate Witneas™"—
published wt Memais, and from ita op.
pearance it s l!beml]y supported. In

‘are held at Manais by three nucti

ing firma, Mesars Stewart and Corrigan,
Nolan, Tonks and Co., and the Egmont
Farmers’ Unifon, ‘and the town on sale
‘@ays presents a lveély sppearance. Com-
munieation Is by rosd, and the town
has two mail servicen to and from Ha-
“wera dafly, Besldes the post and tele-
Eraph offios there is rlre .a “telophons
suvica, The present Town Board com-

with B and papers,

I might be pardoned for introducing the
following—*Juat twenty-ons years ago
& then wellknown jJournmalist -engaged
another pressman sud the writer as the
“stafl” of a'new paper he purposed atart-
dng at the City of the Plainn. We pro-
:peeded to the little hamlet, installing the
lant with & view to produciog & paper
i’m would borm 'the (wn and distxct.

Our hand pressa was the most awkward
ard unwieldy concera I wrer saw., 1'd
scen & few, too, because I’d been em-
ployed for & few years preosding by &
gantleman who mads & business of start-
ing papers, and hand presmes wers our
primitive printing machines. Wa sat up
ths paper, and wers about to go to press,
when somothing wsuddenty went wrong
with the arrangements, and the mighty
organ that was to becons a sounding
power in the land was never printed. For
my own sake ] wazan't worry either, be-
caune the eagle, mighty and weighty,
that stood defiantly st the top of tha
printing worka, wuns in a decidedly in-
securs tondition, beime limble 1o sawoop
down at any minute on the presaman
or roller boy, whilst the undewstandinga
of the press were in a state of collapae.
I did not know uniil the other dny that
the old press had & history. It wea firsi
‘used in Sydney in the early deys, print-
ing either the “Morming Hemld” or
the “Duily Telegraph™—my mmformant
*wras mot eeriafn which. A few years ago
the proprietors endeavoured to trace
‘their firet press, and sucuveeded, the
wreck being unearthed in a heap of sld
dron m the Manawatu dictrict. The dila-
pidated concern wan taken to Auatralia,
again et up, and oceupies a pentral posic
tion in the Bydney printing room as &
striking example of the difflenlty of
printing in years gone by compared to
the splendid machinery of to-Qay.

The change that has come over Ma-
mais since I firat saw the place is sur-
\prising indeed. The high fern and fax
fthat disfigured the landacope ik gone,
and everywhere ons locks now thers s
.a pleasing prespect. Tha cleared pad-
docks hearing & luxuriant growth of

 graas, the sleek-loaking stack, here and

there ficlds of promising crops, the com-
fortable hornes of the saettlera, .go to
:show the industry and perseveranse of

peaple.  The gresteat change of
-all s in $ho nlearance.of khe forest that
mdjeined the open land. Back to the
forest veserve the land is cleared and
Jin:splended grass,.and the once impenet-
pible bugh distriet mow supporia Lun-
dreds of happy -and prosperous families
on:emall holdings. Towmship: bove ris-
-&n.in the auf-distriet,.and miles of rends

have been formed and metalled

Of tha early Flains settlers mamy of
the origioal seleclors Femain to resxp the
reward of their perseverance. Of the
pioneers of the fowmn Measrn P, McCar-
thy, M. Franklin, A. W. Budge, snd Sin
clair occur to Lhe writer as early real.
deois, whilst in the outekirts Mesars J.
D. Mitchell and A. Hastio are gontls-
men who, like the gentlemen mamed
above, have always identifled themmelyen
clusely with the town and its best in-
torests,

One cannot close & sketeh of Manain
and its fertile district without reference
to Mount Egmount, standing out bold
and defined a few miles morth of the
town. Any meniisn of the mountain
would be incomapleie withont the naine
of tha late Mr Dawson, formerly post-
master. IL wasm whully dus to his un-
tiring afforts that s practicabls route
to the summit was discoversd from the
soutkern side. “Dawson’s Falls” ars
aamed after the deceamed -discoverer,
whe endured many privations during his
pluoky single-handed explorations on
ihe mountain slopes,

ROWLARD'S

MACASSAR OIL

FOR == AR

"UNSURPASSED. UNEQUALLB‘B. E

Hae #t for your own and ymor
ALhtidven's .Halr .aod you will find
it Preserves, Nowrishes, Reatoras
wnd Huriches It more elfoctually
‘? “tian movyitilng ofse.  Golden Colwer
for Pair or Orey Halr. Sold by
Stores and Chasiists, Ask for
Rawland's Macwssar O of o7,
atton Omrden, '

H. M. SMEETON, Ltd.

JLST .OPENED

A Shlpment of Ghoice Perfumes_.

LWENDER 'WATE-H EAU DE COLOGNE, TOILET SOAPS, etc.,
Direct from the Famous Makers—

A LIHE oF VERV USCFUL HATRACKS
aach Ten

oo FPega, 1/~ Bat.

o

A Ohelas
HBHORTBREADSB, OAT CAKES, BANNOCKS, AND RUBKS.

MASONE TMPROVKD FRUTT JANS

WIDE-NOUTH AMERICAN FRUIT JARE .

LIGHTNING FRUIT JARS .
JELLY CANB ttwe !n & nest),

-t om

San PL &uuv:wr
Sfu; VER & RORS T O wnd

t af MaVITIE ll PRIOREN n:d'bbﬂr‘h

Qasrte sxd Falf Galons
w - = Quartyand Half-Gallony
Y e ¥ e Quars snd Hall-Gallons
+ 'RUBNER RINGH FOR PRUIT JARE

oo .

‘Fuil Cash Price List on Application.

H. M. SMEETON Ltd.



